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La Résurrection de Paolo de Matteis dans le Saint-Sépulcre %@’\‘?
I

«Christ est ressuscité ! Il est vraiment ressuscité!» il a vaincu la mort;
a ceux qui sont dans les tombeaux, il a donné la Vie. Aujourd’hui, nous célébrons la résurrection.
Watani Francophone vous adresse ses meilleurs veeux de Pdaques et vous invite a découvrir
a cette occasion la peinture de "La Résurrection” de Paolo de Matteis au Saint-Sépulcre .

I l n'y a pas de regard de pélerin qui ne se soit attardé, au moins au cours
des trois derniers siecles, sur le tableau qui domine la partie supérieure
de I'Edicule du Saint-Sépulcre, au-dessus de la porte basse par laquelle
on entre dans la chapelle de I'’Ange. "La Résurrection du Christ", une huile sur toile
de Paolo de Matteis, peintre italien de la période baroque, datant de la fin
du XVlleme siecle ou du début du XVlilleme siecle. Aujourd’hui, le tableau
ne fait presque plus qu'un avec le Sépulcre. Il s’agit en fait d’une oeuvre
unique extraordinaire, car de toutes les représentations de la Résurrection,
celle-ci est la seule a étre placée a I'endroit méme ou I'événement s'est produit,
image du moment culminant de la foi chrétienne.

II'y a plus de dix ans, la restauration de la toile au-dessus du sanctuaire
de la Basilique a été entreprise .C'est en ce temps-la que la signature
de l'auteur a été découverte, aprés trois mois de restauration. Le travail sur
la toile était devenu nécessaire a cause de la poussiere, de I'humidité, mais
surtout de la fumée noire des cierges placés juste en-dessous, autant de facteurs
qui, associés a l'emplacement, n'avaient pas permis jusque la d'identifier correctement
l'auteur.

C’est a la demande du galeriste frangais Maurizio Canesso et du professeur
Nicola Spinosa, Directeur du Musée de Capodimonte (Naples), que le tableau,
apres l'exposition organisée au chateau de Versailles sur ‘Le trésor du Saint-Sépulcre’,
a fait I'objet d'une restauration a I’Atelier de Serge Tiers & Paris entre la fin
de I'année 2013 et le début de I'année 2014.

Le 23_septembre 2013, Maurizio Canesso, galeriste, spécialiste de I'art religieux
italien du XVe au XVllle_siecle, était en voyage d’étude a Jérusalem.
Il avait le généreux projet de faire restaurer un certain nombre des ceuvres
que possede la Custodie de Terre Sainte.

Lors de ses précédents voyages en Terre Sainte, son ceil expert a déja repéré
plusieurs ceuvres. Mais cette fois, il s’est fait accompagner du professeur Nicola
Spinosa. Tous deux étaient juchés au sommet d’une échelle, posée devant
le Tombeau vide de Jésus au Saint-Sépulcre. A la lumiére d’'une lampe
électrique, ils inspecterent de plus pres le tableau qui domine sur I'édicule.
Une huile sur toile de 1,51 x 1,42m.

Elle se trouvait la, comme le renseignent les archives de la Custodie,
depuis avant 1808, date du grand incendie qui ravagea en partie la basilique
de la Résurrection. Restauré en 1860 a Malte, le tableau a depuis a nouveau
subi les outrages du temps.

Il suffit pourtant de quelques instants au professeur Spinosa pour identifier
d’une voix enthousiaste qui perce le calme de I'église: “C’est un de Matteis’.
Paolo de Matteis (1662-1728), formé a Naples, travailla au service du vice-roi
espagnol de Naples. Et d’apres le professeur Spinosa, c’est certainement
ce tableau qui a inspiré le bas-relief en argent qui se trouve dans la chapelle
des Appatritions adjacente a la sacristie.

La decision a été prise, si le statu Quo qui régit le Saint-Sépulcre le permet,
I'ceuvre devra étre descendue pour étre restaurée. Et le Statu Quo le permit.
L’office technique de la Custodie se chargea quelques semaines plus tard
de substituer a ce tableau une photocopie sur toile d’une autre résurrection.
Car Statu Quo oblige, I'espace ne pouvait rester vacant.

Novembre 2014, les pelerins qui s’étaient fait enfermer au Saint-Sépulcre
ce samedi, dans l'espoir d’y prier tranquillement et en silence dans le Sépulcre
vide de Jésus, ont été surpris. Ce soir-la, profitant de la petite fermeture
hebdomadaire, I'Office technique de la Custodie, en accord avec les autres

confessions chrétiennes, devait remettre a sa place le de Matteis.

Un an apres, car outre sa restauration qui dura pres de trois mois, il a en effet
été exposé a Lugano a linitiative de M. Canesso, avec d’autres tableaux
de la Custodie mais aussi avec le bas-relief du Saint-Sépulcre qui, lui,
avait déja fait I'admiration des visiteurs de [I'exposition au chéateau
de Versailles “le Trésor du Saint-Sépulcre”. Il a été de retour “a la maison”
et a repris son office: nous rappeler que le Tombeau est vide car le Christ
est vraiment ressuscité.

¥

sl

Depuis cette importante restauration, la toile a été protégée au-devant
par une plaque de verre spéciale et, a l'arriere, par une feuille de polypropylene
alvéolaire, ce qui lui permet de respirer, sans craindre ni la poussiére ni la fumée
des cierges.

La victoire sur la mort est racontée a travers la figure du Christ glorieux enveloppé
d'une lumiere délicate et chaude. Son corps présente une plasticité
qui rappelle les exemples sculpturaux du classicisme grec. Cependant,
il ne s'agit pas d'un Christ héroique ou grandiose mais plutdét d’un Christ
en extase.

C'est son regard qui attire I'atention, car dans la douceur péle de son visage
serein, ses yeux sont tournés vers le ciel, vers lequel son corps transporté
s'éleve avec délicatesse.

Le mouvement du Christ invite tout croyant qui s'arréte devant le Sépulcre
a réflechir sur la réalité ultime qui s'ouvrira a tout homme au terme
de sa vie terrestre: le Royaume de Dieu, auquel fait allusion le bleu lapis-lazuli
intense du drapé qui entoure ses hanches et qui s'ouvre vers le haut, comme
s'il était emporté par le vent.

La toile du Saint-Sépulcre de Paolo de Matteis rappelle a certains égards
la peinture de Luca Giordano, I'un des plus grands représentants de la peinture
baroque napolitaine. Toutefois, I'élégance de ce tableau, les couleurs plus
lumineuses et la douceur des traits sont autant de caractéristiques qui marquent
déja la transition du baroque au rococo, ou style rocaille, qui se répandra
en ltalie au tournant du XVlléme siécle.

Le tableau a été placé ici a la fin du XVIléme siécle, peut-étre a la demande
d'un bienfaiteur napolitain, un moine de I'ordre des Freres Mineurs en route
pour Jérusalem. Dans le tombeau du Christ, qui appartient aux trois communautés,
catholique, grecque orthodoxe et arménienne, chacun a pu, au fil du temps,
placer des lampes, des candélabres et des tableaux, a l'intérieur et a I'extérieur
de [I'édicule. Toutefois, grace a son emplacement particulier, cette ceuvre
d'art est sans doute I'une des représentations les plus admirées et les plus
vues de la Résurrection du Christ.
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(lorious Feast of Resurrection
... dlorious Labour Day

Youssef Sidhom

Happy Resurrection Feast! Christ is
Risen, His Resurrection embodying the most
venerable and sublime of values worth grasping
and celebrating. With His resurrection He
triumphed over death, redeemed humankind,
forgave those who crucified Him, and brought
to completion the Divine love which would not
hand humans over to the death warranted by
their fall into sin. God sent His incarnated son
Jesus Christ to teach that the kingdom of heaven
isat hand; to work miracles and wonders among
the oppressed and marginalised; and to endure
rg ection, blame, treachery, torture, and death by
crucifixion. Jesus then descended onto Hades )
hell(, to reclaim the souls of the humanstrapped
there beginning with Adam, and to take them
with Him into His kingdom, triumphing over
death and granting them eternal life.

Aswe today celebrate these Divine blessings,
let us not forget Christ’steaching that we should
be His faithful witnesses, carrying love to al
humanity. Incidentally, this brings me to an
interesting recent incident that amused me; | say
it amused me because | am focused on the good
intentions behind it.

On 23 April, Prime Minister Mostafa
Madbouly issued decision 1354 which decreed
that Sunday 5 May 2024 would be an official
holiday marking Labour Day instead of the
origina holiday that would have been on
Wednesday 1 May. Some two years ago, Egypt’s
government had decided that if a holiday
marking a national event came on a weekday,
that holiday would be shifted to the following
Thursday, in order to give Egyptians an
uninterrupted work week and along weekend—
weekend in Egypt is Friday and Saturday.
This time, the Premier could have very well
assigned Thursday 2 May as the official holiday
for Labour Day, but he chose to postpone the
holiday to Sunday 5 May. It was self-evident
that the official holiday would thus coincide
with the greatest Christian feast of all, the Feast
of the Glorious Resurrection which is a holiday
for Christians alone in Egypt and is not among
the official national holidays. It looked obvious
that the decision to shift the Labour Day holiday
to the Christian holiday was made as a courtesy
gesture to Egypt’s Christians. It is fitting for us
then to appreciate this initiative and the good
intentions behind it.

The Premier’s decision, however, sparked
wide response on social media, for the obvious
reason that it was a courteous nod to Christians
but without making any mention whatsoever of
their Feast of the Resurrection. Only a small
portion of the response expressed anger, but
the majority of comments expressed typical
Egyptian time-honoured humour and sarcasm.

The predicament reminds me of what my
friend, the writer and journalis Hamdy
Rizk wrote under title “The absent national
obligation... the official Easter holiday”. Mr Rizk
wrote of an incident recounted by diplomat and
politician Dr Mostafa El Fiky, that went back
to 2003 when President Hosny Mubarak [Egypt
President in 1981 - 2011] decreed Christmas as
a national holiday [Copts celebrate Christmas
on 7 January]. President Mubarak, Dr Fiky said,
had told Pope Shenouda III [Coptic Patriarch
from 1971 to 2012] of his intention to make
the Feast of the Nativity and the Feast of the
Resurrection official holidays in Egypt, Dr Rizk
writes. “But with hislegendary wisdom and wit,
Pope Shenouda rgected the offer to make the
Resurrection Feast a national holiday, arguing
that both Mudims and Christians believe in
the nativity of Christ so it would work well to
have it as a national holiday, but they are not in
agreement regarding His Resurrection. ‘| would
not like for controversy or gtrife to rise on that
issue among members of the same nation’, Pope
Shenouda told President Mubarak.” Dr Rizk
applauded the Pope's astuteness and patriotism
that led to peace throughout Egypt. He goes
on to write: “The time is now historically ripe,
however, for a smart goodwill move that would
consolidate citizenship rights, to announce the
Resurrection Feast a national holiday. This
would effectively place Egypt as a country
where citizenship rights and fellowship reign.”

Onamorerecent note, amessage circulated on
social media regarding the Resurrection Feast/
Labour Day incident. It read: “When Christians
in Egypt meet the holiday predicament between
Easter and Labour Day with good humour, wit,
and tolerance, you know that they are a most
psychologically and mentally balanced people.
None of them said: ‘O enemies of Christianity’,
and none considered others apostates, nor
did anyone declare hatred for the country or
rebellion againgt its rules. Quite the contrary,
they are the most patriotic, tolerant, and loving
people of Egypt. Their collective attitude
reflects that they do not harbour inferiority or
persecution complexes.”

So, as we celebrate the Resurrection of
Christ, I extend my heartfelt wishes to the
shepherd of the Coptic Orthodox Church,
Pope Tawadros II, and to all metropolitans,
bishops and priests of the Church, and to the
Coptic congregation. I also extend my best
wishes to our beloved reverend heads of the
various Churches in Egypt, and to their clergy
and congregations. And I pray for the Lord to
bless His people and Church, and to guard our
nation against all harm.

And as we celebrate Easter, I cannot overlook
our fellow Palestinianswho livein crisis. | pray
that the Heavenly Father extends His mercy on
them and spare them the suffering, pain and
oppression they daily undergo.

Icon by Natalie Fares

“Rejoicing in Hope” cun 1.2

T

Christ isRisen, Truly Risen

My Beloved, the Blessed Children of the Holy Church;

It ismy pleasure to wish all of you a blessed and joyful Feast of the
Glorious Resurrection.

Our celebration of the Feast of the Resurrection comes this year
amidst many challenges, ranging from wars, such as the Russan-
Ukrainian war, the war in Gaza, and the civil war in Sudan, aswell as
the awful murder crime of the three monks in our Coptic monastery
in South Africa. Additionally, the economic crisis and inflation
have made many families incapable of providing the basic needs for
their children. Moreover, there are many changes in the American
society, which are driving it further away from God, allowing for
moral degradation, and all the other dangerous issues confronting our
children in schools and elsewhere.

e The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ gives us hope for a

better life and a bright future. We are reminded of the words of St
Peter the Apostle, as inspired by the Holy Spirit, that “ Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
abundant mercy hasbegotten usagain to aliving hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Pet 1:3). Whereas
despair leads to death, hope grantslife.

* The Resurrection of Christ granted hope to the disciples and replaced their fear and despair. Initially,
the events of the Crucifixion filled their hearts with fear, as St John wrote, “ Then, the same day at evening,
being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear
of the Jews’ (Jn 20:19). But this fear did not last for long, because +*Jesus came and stood in the midst,
and said to them, ‘Peace bewith you." When He had said this, He showed them Hishands and His
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord” (Jn. 20: 1920-). Thus, the Resurrection of
Christ gave them hope, which in turn changed their fear to joy, because joy is linked to hope, as St Paul
wrote, “rejoicing in hope” (Rom. 12:12).

e The Resurrection of Christ changed the state of despair which the two disciples of Emmaus were
experiencing. St Luke wrote, “ whilethey conver sed and reasoned, that JesusHimself drew near and went
with them. But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him. And He said to them, ‘What
kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk and are sad?’” (Lk 24: 1517-).
They summarized their depressed state in these words, “ But we wer e hoping that it was He who was going
to redeem Israel” (Lk 24:21). However, at the breaking of the bread, the Lord became known to them, and
their minds were opened to understand Christ's Holy Resurrection. Immediately, their condition completely
changed, and “ So they rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and
those who werewith them gathered together, saying, ‘The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to
Simon!"” (Lk 24:3334-).

* The Resurrection of Christ changed Mary Magdalene’s sorrow and weeping. At first, she thought that
Christ’s Body was stolen, but when the Lord called her and said “Mary!” (Jn 20:16) she recognised Him and
understood that He is the Risen Lord. Consequently, “Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that
she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken these things to her” (Jn 20:18).

* The Resurrection of Christ gives us hope, because “ The things which are impossible with men are
possible with God” (Lk 18:27) “ For with God nothing will beimpossible” (Lk 1:37).

* The Resurrection of Christ not only grants us hope but assures us that the dead will rise and confirms our
faith in the general resurrection, as St Paul wrote, “ For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen”
(1 Cor 15:16). St Paul reassures us of this hope, saying, “ But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has
become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor 15:20). St. Paul wrote these words to the
Thessalonians to comfort them, “But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concer ning those who
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as otherswho have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus™ (1 Thess. 4:1314-).

* The Resurrection of Christ grants us the hope and the power to serve others by offering help and
caring for the needy.

We pray that the light of Christ's Resurrection may shine in our hearts and help us grow in His
knowledge. May the joy we receive through Christ’s Resurrection lead usto bring joy to the weary hearts
and those in need everywhere.

e Let us pray for the peace of the Holy Church and for our beloved father, H.H. Pope Tawadros II.

e Let us pray for the souls of our beloved, who have departed, and with them the soul of our beloved father,
Hegumen Raphael Hanna. May our Lord repose all their souls in the Paradise of Joy and bring comfort and
joy to the hearts of their families and loved ones.

* Let us pray for peace to prevail worldwide, and may our Lord lift inflation, epidemics, wars, and every kind
of evil from the whole world.

Wishing you many happy and joyful returns.

His Eminence
Metropolitan Serapion

His Eminence Metropolitan Serapion is Metropolitan
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Los Angeles (www.lacopts.org).
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Celebrating
veewul of life

Samia Sidhom

Today, Sunday 5 May 2024, Copts celebrate the greatest of
all Christian feasts, the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.

The feast comes as a culmination of the Passion of Christ and His death on the
Cross, events which were marked with Pascha services and Masses throughout
the past Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the Vigil of the Apocalypse,
and the Saturday of Light. Copts take part wholeheartedly in all these events;
churches are typically packed with worshippers. Celebration of the Resurrection
comes as the joy that overcomes all the painful events that preceded it; it is the
triumph of Life over Death.

Tomorrow, 6 May 2024, Egyptians in their entirety celebrate the most ancient of
their feasts: the Spring feast of Shamm al-Nessim. The feast was first celebrated as
anational holiday in 2700BC. When Egypt became predominantly Christian during
Roman times, however, the Spring feast frequently came during Lent, definitely not a
time of festivity. So, Egyptians moved the date of Shamm al-Nessim to be celebrated
every year on Easter Monday, the day following the Feast of the Resurrection.

In time-honoured tradition, crowds flock to gardens or the Nile banks, many of
them boarding boats to sail the Nile. They eat traditional food: eggs to symbolise
the renewal of life in Spring, salted fish symbolising fertility, onions believed to
drive away evil spirits, and lettuce as a sign of abundance. Altogether, the day is
one of festivity and joy.

Watani prays that its readers find the endless blessings of the Resurrection Feast,
and wishes them the joy of life renewal in Shamm al-Nessim.

Victory and Hope

My Beloved,

Christ is risen! Truly, He is risen!

Humanity has triumphantly exited darkness in the
glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Victory
is ours and Satan is trapped. Hope is the gift of the
holy resurrection. The serpent’s head is crushed by
the Lord’s bruised heel (Genesis 3:15). The thorns,
nails, whips, and spit of hatred, envy, violence, and
corruption inflicted pain upon Him unto the tomb, but
He endured all these and crushed the brass gates of
Hades, released the righteous and faithful, and arose
victorious. Life is ours because death lost its power.
“O Desath, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:55).

Christ reigned onthe cross, and we can reign through
the cross. The reign of Christians is not to reign over
fellow humans, but to rule over Satan and his demonic
desiresand goals. Do not wallow in the sorrows of your
iniquities at a time before Christ’s great victory was
evinced in your life. Live in the hope of the glorious resurrection that shackled captivity captive.
Fervent prayer is the fabric of the armour of God (Ephesians 6:1019-). There is no one to fear
when you walk with Christ the Lord and there is no one that cannot be loved when you love God,
as love is accurately defined by the Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 13:47-).

His Eminence
Metropolitan Youssef

All humanity was in a state of weakness before the cross, but now, we can battle Satan from
a triumphant place and can confidently conquer all his evil thoughts and ambitions. Remind
yoursdlf of St Paul's message that these words may be your own: “I have been crucified with
Chrigt; itisnolonger | who live, but Christ livesin me; and thelifewhich | now livein the
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians
2:20). The cross is not an ornament, and it is not a tool to harm or a symbol of shame, but an
insigniaof faith, acrest of love, asign of hope, and atreasure of surmounting joy. Humanity was
in aweakened state, but now, wearein aplace of triumph. Itisachoice for youto make, but there
are some conditions, which are to keep His commandments of love, repentance, forgiveness, and
humility before the Holy Mysteries of the Church.

Some may dill be unsure, weak in faith, and make futile efforts by their own might to strive for
greatness according to worldly measures. Insecurity produces internal tribulation. No matter how
much you achieve, if the Lord Christ is not with you and is not your main goal and objective, then all
your achievements are mere vanity. “ He who trugtsin hisricheswill fall, but the righteous will
flourish like foliage” (Proverbs 11:28). Joseph the chaste (Genesis 37—-41) was betrayed by his own
brothers even as Christ was betrayed by His closest disciples Whether in his father's house where
Joseph was favoured, or thrown in a pit by his own jealous brothers, God was his hope. Whether he
reigned along Pharaoh asachief leader or thrown into prison by fal se accusations, God remained his
hope. Thus, whether in hardship or success, hope in God, and this is the secret of finding inner joy.

You arethetemple of God and He dwells within you (1 Corinthians 6:19). Let your temple be
adorned with prayer, hope, andjoy in Chrigt'svictory and faithfulnessto keep al Hispromises Dress
yourself with attire befitting being in the presence of the great King. Do not gaze at petty glory for
that is how Satan disguises himself. Let the praise of God sweeten your lips and soften your hearts.
Be thankful, for gratitude is the result of God’s peace in our hearts (Colossians 3:15). Love and serve
God s0 you can love and serve others with all humility, for a humble heart wins God's favour
(Psalm 51:17). From swaddling clothes to a linen cloth, He prepared for us to be clothed in a glorious
body at His Second Coming (Philippians 3:20-21). From the hay where He laid His head to the
thornslaid upon His head, He crowned us as children and heirsto livein Hiskingdom forever. From
the manger to the tomb, He prepared an indescribable heavenly Jerusalem for eternity with Him.

Let us not lose sight of the many of our fellow humans who are suffering in heart-wrenching,
distressing, and inhumane ways. Let us remember their plights as we pray in every Divine Liturgy
beseeching the Lord to give joy to the face of the earth.

May the Lord preserve the life of our holy father and patriarch, His Holiness Pope Tawadros
I, for many years and peaceful times, and may He blessyou and keep you victorious throughout
the way into His kingdom.

God blessyou all.

His Eminence Metropolitan Youssef isMetropolitan
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States (suscopts.org).
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