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Sur le Chemin de Ia Croix XIII-XIV

Ce 7e Dimanche du Caréme marque la fin de notre parcours de la Via Dolorosa route traditionnelle
que Jésus a suivie, portant sa croix, une couronne d'épines sur la téte.
En ces deux dernieres stations (XIII -XVI) Jésus est descendu de la croix et mis au tombeau.
La pierre scelle le tombeau: tout est fini. Pierre et les apotres sont dans le désarroi et la confusion.
Marie de Magdala pleure. Marie, la mere de Jésus, garde dans son caeur les paroles et les promesses
de son fils. Elle entre dans le grand silence du Samedi saint, jour de I'attente, jour de confiance.

Arrivé a la Xllle station le corps de Jésus est descendu
de la croix. Placé entre les deux stations précédentes(XI-XIl),
l'autel latin de la treizieme station est orné d’un buste en bois
du XVle-XVlle siecle, représentant la Vierge des Douleurs
et offert par le Portugal en 1778.

A Jérusalem, la scéne de la déposition de la croix était
généralement liée a celle de 'embaumement (Mt 27,57-60)
et était généralement localisée a l'ouest du Calvaire ou, depuis
la fin du Xllle siécle, est vénérée la pierre dite de I’Onction,
qui recouvre le rocher ou le corps de Jésus aurait été déposé.

Cette pierre, que les pélerins anciens disent étre noire,
verte ou blanche, est aujourd’hui constituée par une pierre
rouge polie décorée tout alentour par une inscription
grecque: “Le noble Joseph, en descendant du bois le corps
sans péché, est arrivé avec un linceul propre et d’épices
aromatiques et I'a enterré dans un tombeau vide. Joseph
d’Arimathie intervint. eut I'audace d’aller chez Pilate pour
demander le corps de Jésus. Alors il acheta un linceul et
descendit Jésus de la croix ». (Marc 15, 42-43.)

L’exemple de Joseph d’Arimathie, notable de son temps,
peut nous inspirer. Nous admirons son courage, sa générosité.
C’est lui qui acheta le linceul précieux, le Saint Suaire,
qui jusqu’a nos jours témoigne de la Passion, du Seigneur
Jésus. Prions pour avoir comme Joseph I'audace de contribuer
a honorer son Corps, aujourd’hui encore, dans toutes
les personnes qui souffrent.

Avant d’étre mis au tombeau, Jésus est remis finalement
a sa Mere. C’est l'icbne d’un cceur transpercé qui nous dit
que la mort n’empéche pas le dernier baiser de la mere
a son enfant. Prostrée sur le corps de Jésus, Marie s’enchaine
dans une étreinte totale avec Lui. Cette icbne est appelée
simplement “Pieta” (pitié). C’est poignant, mais cela montre
que la mort ne rompt pas I'amour. Parce que I'amour est plus
fort que la mort ! L’amour pur est celui qui dure.

Des larmes et du sang sont mélés en cette tragique remise.
Comme la vie dans nos familles qui, par moments,
est bouleversée par des pertes imprévues et douloureuses,
avec un vide impossible a combler, surtout lors de la mort
d’un enfant.

“Pieta” signifie alors se faire proche des fréres qui sont dans
le deuil et sont inconsolables. C’est une grande charité
de prendre soin de celui qui souffre dans son corps couvert
de plaies, dans son esprit dépressif, dans son dme désespérée.
Aimer jusqu’au bout est I'enseignement supréme que nous
ont laissé Jésus et Marie. C'est la mission fratemelle quotidienne
de la consolation, qui nous est donnée dans cette étreinte
fidéle entre Jésus mort et sa Mere douloureuse.

e A
h &

O Vierge douloureuse, Réveéle-nous la douceur de la derniére
étreinte fidele et donne-nous ta consolation maternelle,

pour que la douleur quotidienne n’interrompe jamais l'espérance
de la vie au-dela la mort.

Arrivé a la XlVe station le corps de Jésus est déposé dans
le tombeau. Pour se rendre au Sépulcre, le pélerin redescend
du Calvaire, passe pres de la pierre de I'Onction et pres
d’une pierre circulaire surmontée d’'une grille: de ce dernier
endroit, les saintes femmes auraient regardé a distance le Christ
en croix (Mt 27, 55).

Le Sépulcre occupe le centre de la rotonde appelée
Anastasis (Résurrection). La pierre de I'Onction se trouve
dans l'atrium de la Basilique du Saint-Sépulcre. Selon la tradition
chrétienne, le corps du Christ fut oint et enveloppé dans
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le Saint-Suaire par Joseph d’Arimathie et Nicodéme
sur cette pierre avant la Mise au tombeau. Elle est 'objet
d’une importante vénération depuis le Moyen Age jusqu’a
aujourd’hui.

Située au-dessus de la tombe de Jésus, la Rotonde est formée
de 18 piliers ronds en marbre, qui supportent le déme. Les piliers
sont emprisonnés dans de larges blocs carrés pour résister
aux séismes. Le diametre de la Rotonde est de 20,9 m et la coupole
culmine a 21,5 m du sol. Le statu quo donne des droits
aux On‘hodoxes aux Catholiques ainsi qu’a I'Eglise Apostolique
armeénienne a l'intérieur du tombeau. Les trois communautés
peuvent y célébrer la Divine Liturgie ou la Messe tous les jours.
Une grande coupole de I'église du Saint-Sépulcre repose
sur des piliers. Une fenétre centrale ouvre au milieu de la coupole,
décorée de douze pétales d’or, symbole des douze apbtres.

Le sépulcre vide de Jesus Christ est le témoin véritable
de sa glorieuse résurrection (Mt 28,6). «Joseph d’Arimathie
descend le corps de Jésus de la croix, il 'enveloppe d’un linceul
et le dépose dans un sépulcre neuf taillé dans le roc.» (Luc 23,53.)

Joseph, dans un infini respect, dépose le corps de Jésus
sur le sein de Marie. Joseph, Nicodeme, Marie, Marie Madeleine
et les femmes, ont ces gestes de miséricorde dids a un mort,
enveloppants; dans ce moment de détresse extréme, ils accueillent
a bras-le-corps, a bras-le-cceur, leur Seigneur et le déposent
sur la terre du sépulcre. «Si le grain de blé ne tombe en terre
et ne meurt, il reste seul ; mais s’il meurt il porte beaucoup
de fruit.» (Jean 12, 24.)

Or, dans l'obscurité du tombeau, a I'abri de tout regard, le Pere
n’abandonne pas son Fils a la mort, et sa chair, a la corruption.
«C’était le jour de la Préparation de la féte, et déja brillaient
les lumieres du sabbat. Les femmes qui avaient accompagné
Jésus depuis la Galilée suivirent Joseph. Elles regarderent
le tombeau pour voir comment le corps avait été placé.
Puis elles s’en retoumeérent et préparerent aromates et parfums.
Et, durant le sabbat, elles observerent le repos prescrity.
(Luc 23,54-56)

Il semble que le temps s’arréte lors de sa mise au tombeau.
Le temps est suspendu, plus rien ne compte vraiment.
Pourtant en voyant l'attitude des femmes qui le suivaient,
nous comprenons que des actions de solidarité sont encore
possibles. Elles préparent des aromates et des parfums, et nous,
que préparons-nous? Aide-nous, Seigneur, a étre dignes
de la vie éternelle, a nous laisser envelopper par ce mystere.
Aide-nous a marcher en te contemplant, Aide-nous a porter
notre croix de chaque jour, sans nous laisser abattre, Accorde-nous
de participer a la Passion du Christ, pour que nous puissions
parvenir un jour avec Lui a la gloire de la Résurrection.
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Problemson hold

Conscience

speaks up
Youssef Sidhom

| persist in my follow up on the
Israeli Palestinian conflict, including
declarations made by  relevant
international figures. I also note that,
in the fierce race to the US presidential
elections, the presidential candidates
have no qualms about doing anything and
everything, no matter how disgraceful,
to garner the support of pressure groups
that could tip the balance in their favour.
President Biden’s administration is still
blessing the decision proclaimed by their
predecessor Mr Trump’s administration
in 2019 recognising Israeli sovereignty
over the Syrian Golan Heights,
considering it part of the State of Israel.
Back then in 2019, in what I see as a
‘conscience awakening’, the EU issued a
statement that expressed its firm stance
vis-a-vis the US decision. The statement,
announced in a press conference at the
time, is worth reporting; it reads:

“On behalf of the current EU
members of the Security Council,
France, Germany, Poland, the UK and
Belgium, we would like to make a brief
statement on the occupied Golan Heights
in the context of the US Presidential
proclamation issued yesterday, stating
that the United States recognises that
the Golan Heights are part of the State
of Israel. Our position on the status of
the Golan Heights is well known and
we would like to make it clear that this
position has not changed. In line with
international law and relevant Security
Council resolutions, notably resolution
242 and 497, we do not recognise Israel
sovereignty over the territories occupied
by Israel since June 1967, including
the Golan Heights. And we do not
consider them to be part of the territory
of the State of Israel. Annexations of
territory by force is prohibited under
international law. Any declaration of a
unilateral border change goes against
the foundation of the rules based
international order and the UN charter.
We raise our strong concerns about the
broader consequences of recognising
illegal annexation. And also about the
broader regional consequences.”

I keep on receiving video footage of
opinions expressed by political activists
on what takes place today in the Israeli
Palestinian conflict areas, exposing the
gruesome reality of the aggravating
events. I here print an opinion by
Andrew Feinstein, a South African
writer, filmmaker and researcher, and
former member of the South African
Congress. He said: “I'm Jewish. My
mother was one of 20 odd survivors of
the Holocaust, so to describe me as anti-
Semitic, given my history of anti-racism
and my work on genocide prevention, my
invoking of the Holocaust, of which my
mother’s family were victims, is simply
an absurdity. The so-called Western
world is prepared to sacrifice the entire
architecture of international law that
has been put in place post World War
I, specifically to prevent there being
another genocide like the Holocaust. We
are prepared to rent all of that asunder
so that Israel can continue to murder 247
Palestinians on an average day, 48 of
whom will be women and 117 of whom
will be children. We’re prepared to throw
itall out. That’s the point of crisis that our
politics are at now, and it is up to all of
us who recognise that to actually create
a counter narrative to the nonsense that
is spewed by our politicians to maintain
their own place in the appallingly
corrupt and malfunctioning political
system we have.”

I would also like to record what
American far right politician Rick Wiles
said on his TruNews show. Mr Wiles said:

“Here is an easy way to know if you
are controlled. Is there somebody or
something that youre not allowed to
criticise? If you lived in Nazi Germany,
you couldn’t criticise the Nazi party.
If you lived in the Soviet Union, you
couldn’t criticise the Communist Party
of Russia. If you live in China right
now, you can’t criticise the Chinese
Communist Party. If you live in North
Korea, you can’t criticise Kim Jong Un.
If you live in Cuba, you can’t criticise the
Cuban Communist Party. If you live in
America, who can’t you criticise? The
Jewish lobby? Yes, on both sides. That
tells you who controls the country. The
fact that we’re having this discussion and
we’re on the edge.. Why are we on the
edge? Because we’re touching the third
reel. We're breaking the taboo you're
not allowed to discuss: the power of the
Israeli lobby in America. That’s proof
right there they control America. That’s
controlling free speech in this country.
That’s who’s eliminating the ability to
criticise [their activity].. They’re going
to crush anybody who questions their
power. And they have that power. It’s on
both sides, Democrats and Republicans;
they all bow down to the Israeli lobby.”

Today, Copts celebrate Palm Sunday, the feastthat commemorates
thetriumphal entry of Jesus Christinto Jerusalem and His reception
by the crowds as King. Waving palm fronds, they sang: “Hosanna!
<Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

Egyptians celebrate in festive spirits in their churches, with
palm fronds traditionally woven into crosses, hearts, donkey
colts, even trinkets and coronas.

Watani wishes its readers a blessed, joyful feast.

Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport grants

Honorary doctorate to Pop

On 22 April 2024, Pope Tawadros II was granted
an honorary doctorate degree by the Arab Academy
for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport
(AASTMT) which is affiliated to the League of
Arab States. The Pope was granted the degree for
“his efforts in the service of humanity and upholding
the values of tolerance”, as announced by Ismail
Abdel-Ghaffar, President of the Academy.

Service and tolerance

Pope Tawadros was participating in the
‘Media and Information Literacy and Global
Understanding: Peace for AIl’ conference,
organised by the League of Arab States in
cooperation with the UNESCO, the United Nations
Education, Science, and Culture Organization.

The opening session of the conference witnessed
the announcement of honorary doctorate degrees
granted by AASTMT to Pope Tawadros and the
Grand Imam of al-Azhar, Sheikh Ahmed al-Tayyeb.

The President of the Academy, Dr Abdel-Ghaffar,
said: “After reviewing the recommendation of
the Academy’s Executive Council for the 47th
regular session held on Saturday 20 April 2024
at the Academy’s headquarters in New Alamein,
and in implementation of the Academy’s second
Education Council of 2024, the President of the
Arab Academy for Science, Technology and
Maritime Transport decided to grant His Eminence
the Grand Imam Dr Ahmed al-Tayyeb, (Sheikh of
al-Azhar Mosque), and H.H. Pope Tawadros II
(Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St

k-

Saturday of Light celebrations In Jeru

Mariam Farouq

The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, which represents the
most senior authority of Jerusalem Churches, has issued a statement
on the upcoming celebrations of Holy Week and the Saturday of Light,

4 May 2024. The statement reads:

““Father, not my will, but yours, be done’ (Luke 22 / 42)

“On the occasion of the approaching Passion Week which is considered the
most sacred week in Christian life, we recall the anniversary of the events that
led to the Crucifixion and glorious Resurrection of Christ.

“The rituals of Holy Week and the Saturday of Light constitute an
important moment that brings together believers in the light of Christ.
These rituals emanate from the Church of the Holy Sepulchre to enlighten
the world, and have done so over the past, over some two thousand years,

attracting Christians from all over the world.

1

Mark) an honorary doctorate degree for
efforts in the service of humanity and

Michael Girgis

day in chastity, righteousness, and good

conduct’.

upholding the values of tolerance.”

The Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, and Dr Abdel-
Ghaffar presented the honorary doctorate to the
Pope amid resounding applause.

They had both received the Pope upon his arrival
in Emirates Hall at the headquarters of the League
of Arab States before the opening session of the
conference commenced.

Pope speaks love and light

Pope Tawadros gave a word in which he expressed
his happiness at being at the Arab League, and
his gratitude for receiving an honorary doctorate
from the AASTMT. He stressed the importance
of education for humans and communities, noting
that university education contributes to creating
a new formulation of the scientific and cognitive
mind on the basis of scientific methodology.

He stressed that life is closely linked to the value
of love, saying that a person cannot live without
love, the love of goodness and love of others.
“Love is what connects a person to God and to
others; it is unimaginable that the world can be
sustained without love,” he said.

“We start every day,” the Pope said, “with
prayers seeking God. We pray: ‘Let Your face
shine upon us and let the light of Your divine
knowledge enlighten us. Grant us, O our Master,
to be sons of light and sons of the day, to pass this

pr—

The Pope said that the media has
become an essential part of society, a link
between humans and the world. It has removed
barriers between individuals and societies.
Everyone, he said, is responsible to make the
media an effective means of serving mankind,
education, and advancing humanity. “Those who
contribute to scientific development, those who
provide humanitarian initiatives that preserve
the environment, and those who intervene to stop
wars, demonstrate the most esteemed forms of
love for others.”

Third honorary doctorate

Accompanying Pope Tawadros to the conference
were Anba Danial, Metropolitan of Maadi and
Secretary of the Holy Synod; Anba Yulius,
General Bishop of Old Cairo and the Bishopric
of Services; Anba Pavli, General Bishop of
Montazah in Alexandria; Fr Kyrillos Anba Bishoy,
Manager of the Papal Office; Fr Mousa Ibrahim,
Spokesman for the Coptic Orthodox Church; Ms
Barbara Soliman, Director of the Pontifical Office
for Projects and Relations; Deacon Joseph Reda;
and Ms Odette Riad from the papal media office.

The honorary doctorate granted by AASTMT is
the third honorary doctorate Pope Tawadros has
received. In 2015, he was granted an honorary
doctorate from Beni Sweif University for his role
in promoting social peace in Egypt, and another

|

salem restricted to relgious rituals

“In light of the current conditions in the Holy Land,
resulting from the ongoing war in Gaza, the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate announces that celebrations of this year’s

Saturday of Light would be restricted to the status quo arrangements in force

for centuries in Jerusalem. In other areas, the Holy Light will be handed over
at the doors of churches according to religious rituals alone, not festive rituals.

“The current situation, and the deep sadness that prevails in the Holy Land,
emphasise the need to share in the suffering of the victims of war. We thus
allocate sufficient time for prayer and reflecting on the spiritual meaning of the
Passion Week and the Resurrection.

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever believes in
me, even if he dies, will live; and everyone who lives and believes in me will
never die’.” (John 11:25 - 26)

in 2023 from Pazman Peter University in Hungary
for his contribution and interest in Christian
education and community development.

The conference

The high-level international conference on
the role of media and information literacy in
promoting global peace has been held as a move
to highlight the pivotal role played by the media
and information culture in fostering global
understanding and peace.

Hosted by the League of Arab States, it was
jointly organised by the AASTMT, the UNESCO
Alliance for Culture, Media, and Informatics, and
along Autonoma University of Barcelona; it ran
from 22 to 24 April 2024.

The conference convened international experts
and representatives from media and cultural
institutions to explore the transformative potential
of media and information as catalysts for unity,
dialogue, and cross-cultural appreciation. It aimed
to highlight the pivotal role of media culture
in shaping public consciousness and steering
public sentiment towards the promotion of peace
and harmonious coexistence. It also aimed to
underscore the significance of technology and
information in advancing these objectives, and in
honing critical analysis skills for media content
and fostering the discernment between authentic
information and misinformation. Such proficiency
is essential for cultivating societies that prioritise
peace and mutual understanding.

No power cuts at churches
during Holy Week

Lillian Nabil  The Egyptian Cabinet
has decided to halt load-
shedding power cuts

at churches during Holy

Week and Easter celebrations. Power cuts are

scheduled to last two hours a day, shifted over

the various neighbourhoods in Egypt.

Holy Week for Copts begins on Palm Sunday,
28 April 2024, and concludes with the Feast of the
Resurrection on 5 May 2024.

Spokesman for the Cabinet Mohamed al-
Homsany said the decision was taken in
coordination between Prime Minister Mostafa
Madbouly and the ministers of electricity and
petroleum.

PM Madbouly relayed his best wishes to Copts
inside and outside Egypt for the upcoming Feast
of the Resurrection.
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