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Sur le Chemin de la Croix VII-VIII

La "Via Dolorosa" est la route traditionnelle que Jésus a suivie, portant sa croix, une couronne
d'épines sur la téte. Le parcours est divisé en 14 stations ou étapes qui symbolisent chacun des moments
clés de la Passion du Christ. En ce temps de Caréme 2024, Watani Francophone propose de la parcourir
chaque dimanche, pour visiter a distance Jérusalem et méditer la Via Dolorosa, aussi appelée «Chemin de Croix»
qui commence a I'Est de Jérusalem, pres de la Porte des Lions et méne au Saint- Sépulcre.
Pas a pas, pour commémorer les derniers moments de la vie de Jésus, jusqu'a la basilique du Saint-Sépulcre,
dans l'attente de la plus grande annonce: la victoire sur la mort.

En ce 4eme Dimanche, a la septieme station, Jésus
tombe pour la deuxieme fois. La Voie douloureuse continue
sa montée et rejoint la rue qui vient de la porte de Damas.
A l'entrée, on distingue la base d’une colonne de la rue principale
romaine, le «cardomaximus», qui existe toujours aujourd’hui
etlun des «decumaniy (les voies transversales) de «lAelia Capitolinax
d’Hadrien. Depuis la fin du Xllle siécle, les pélerins situent
en cet endroit la porte ou les autorités faisaient crier et afficher
le texte des condamnations, et par laquelle passait le chemin
du Calvaire: c’est la “porte Judiciaire”. c’est la que fut annoncé
le verdict de sa culpabilité : s’étre proclamé «roi des Juifsy,
équivalait a une révolte contre le pouvoir.

L’endroit est aujourd’hui associé a une chute de Jésus
conformément a l'avant-propos de Burchard, du Mont-Sion (1283)
prétre allemand, frere dominicain, péelerin et écrivain, qui a voyagé
au Moyen-COrient, a la fin du Xllle siecle et a écrit son livre qui,
sous le titre «DescriptioTerrae Sanctae» (en frangais: Description
de la Terre sainte), considéré d'une importance extraordinaire...
Propriétaires du site depuis 1875, les franciscains y ont érigé
en 1894 deux chapelles superposées, ou est conservée
une grande colonne de pierre rouge, reste du «tétrapyle
d’AeliaCapitolina» nom donné a Jérusalem par I'empereur
Hadrien (#Elius Adrianus), lors de son passage dans la ville
en 130.

Nous assistons a la seconde chute: «On m’a poussé,
bousculé pour m’abattre ; mais le Seigneur m’a défendu.

Il m’a frappé, le Seigneur, il m’a frappé, mais sans me livrer
alamorty (Ps 117, 11.12-13.18).

Poussé en avant par force, Jésus s’écroule par terre,
sous le poids de la fatigue et de I'oppression, encerclé, entouré
par la violence, privé désormais de force.

Nous reconnaissons en Lui I'expérience amere des détenus
de chaque prison, avec toutes ses contradictions inhumaines.
Mais plus grave est la pratique de la torture, hélas toujours
diffusée en diverses parties de la terre, en de multiples
formes. Nous sentons vraie, aujourd’hui, face a cette chute,
la parole de Jésus: «J’étais en prison et vous étes venus
me visitery (Mt 25, 36). En chaque prison, prés de chaque
torturé, Il est toujours présent, lui le Christ souffrant, emprisonné
et torturé. Méme durement éprouvés, c’est Lui notre aide,
pour que nous nous ne rendions pas a la peur.

Seigneur Jésus, force dans la faiblesse , toi qui tombes
sous le poids des péchés des homme et qui te releves pour
I’effacer, donne-nous la force de porter nos croix chaque
Jour et de nous relever courageusement aprés nos chutes.

_.t‘x

|

A la Station VIlI, Jésus parle aux Filles de Jérusalem.
Apres avoir traversé la rue, la Voie douloureuse monte encore
pendant quelque 20 métres, en longeant a gauche I'hospice
prussien de Saint-Jean, orné d’une croix de Malte, et le couvent
grec de Saint-Charalampos. Une pierre encastrée dans le mur
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de cette derniére propriété porte une croix latine et les mots
grecs “Jésus-Christ vainc”. Les paroles de Jésus sur les filles
de Jérusalem qui se lamentent font référence a cet endroit:
«Filles de Jérusalem, ne pleurez pas sur moi! Pleurez
plutét sur vous-mémes et sur vos enfants!» (Luc, XXIll). L'édifice
se trouve sur le chemin qui méne a I'endroit de la crucifixion.

Cet épisode a connu au cours des siecles différentes localisations
et c’est au milieu du XIXe siecle seulement que les franciscains
en ont déplacé le souvenir au-dela de la “porte Judiciaire”.

En cette huitieme station, nous entendons les paroles
que Jésus adresse aux femmes de Jérusalem qui le suivent.
«Filles de Jérusalem, ne pleurez-pas sur moi! Pleurez
plutét sur vous-mémes et sur vos enfants!» (Lc 23, 28).

Ces filles d'Israél peuvent connaitre Jésus par ses enseignements,
par sa sainteté, peut-étre par les bénédictions et les caresses
qu'll a données a leurs petits enfants, ou par les miracles
qu'll a faits pour eux : elles sont la pour le remercier encore
et protester contre l'iniquité de sa condamnation et de son
supplice.

Les figures féminines se présentent comme des flambeaux
allumés le long du chemin de douleur. Femmes de fidélité
et de courage qui ne se laissent pas intimider par les gardes
ni scandaliser par les plaies du Bon Maitre. Elles sont prétes
a le rencontrer et a le consoler. Jésus est la devant elles,
bouleversé par leurs pleurs amers, mais il les exhorte
a ne pas laisser leur coeur se consumer en le voyant si affligé,
pour étre non plus des femmes qui pleurent mais des femmes
qui croient | Il demande wune douleur partagée
et non une commisération stérile et larmoyante. Il ne sulffit
pas de se battre la poitrine et d’éprouver de la compassion.
Jésus est plus exigeant. Les femmes doivent étre rassurées
comme il I'a fait lui, aimées comme un don inviolable pour
toute '’humanité. Pour la croissance de nos enfants, en dignité
et en espérance.

Seigneur, notre Dieu, « Dieu de tendresse et de pitié,
Dieu plein d’amour et de fidélité, apprends-nous, dans les jours
heureux, a ne pas mépriser les larmes des pauvres qui
crient vers toi et qui nous appellent au secours. Apprends-nous
a ne pas passer indifférents auprés d'eux. Apprends-nous
a oser pleurer avec eux. Apprends-nous aussi, dans la nuit
de nos peines, de nos solitudes et de nos déceptions, a entendre
la parole de gréce que tu nous révélas sur la montagne:
«Bienheureux ceux qui pleurent, ils seront consolés».
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Problemson hold

Gaza War:
The truth will out

Youssef Sidhom

Despite the fierce media blackout on
everything that exposes the Israeli atrocities
in Gaza, I carry on with shedding light on
content that defies this blackout. Today
I present the reply by American Jewish
author and blogger Max Blumenthal to a
question on why Palestinians initiated the
war in Gaza through their vicious attack on
Israelis on 7 October.

Mr Blumenthal, who is also editor of The
Grayzone website, replied as follows:

“Well, they didn’t, they didn’t! This
war has been going on for 75 years. Israel
initiated it in 1948 by ethnically cleansing
750,000 people. We must expel Arabs. We
must expel Arabs and take their places.”
Here an angry audience interrupted Mr
Blumenthal and called on him to leave the
room. But he proceeded:

“And if we have to use force not to
dispossess the Arabs of the Negev and
Trans Jordan, but to guarantee our own
right to settle in those places, then we have
force at our disposal; David Ben-Gurion,
the first Prime Minister of Israel said that in
1937, and that’s what they proceeded to do.
The people in Gaza, this is what you need to
understand, the people in Gaza, over 80 per
cent of them are refugees. Many of them
are from a place called Majdal Askalan in
what is now southern Israel, a city named
Ashkelon, and they were dragged from
their homes and driven from their homes,
placed in prison camps, barbed wire prison
camps, and then dumped in trucks in 1950
into the Gaza Strip where they would be
permanently warehoused.

“And then Israel proceeded to move
Arab Jewish refugees and Russians into
Ashkelon to prevent them [the Palestinian
refugees] from ever coming back, and to
pass laws to prevent Arabs, Palestinians
from being able to return to their homes.
Some 750,000 were ethnically cleansed
for 18 years. The remaining Palestinians,
100,000, were internally displaced inside
Israel. The remaining were put under
military rule. They were under military
occupation until 1966. Then in 1967, Israel
violently, in a war it initiated, occupies
Gaza, occupies the West Bank, occupies
the Sinai Peninsula, the Golan Heights and
East Jerusalem. And then invades Lebanon
in 1982, attacking Palestinian refugees
there, puts Gaza under siege in 2005. No
one can get in or out without Israeli military
permission.

““We must kill and kill all day, every day,
that’s according to Arnon Sofer, an Israeli
government consultant who helped devise
the siege of Gaza. For years, Israel would
not allow certain chocolates and A2 paper
into Gaza. And then they began these brutal
military assaults, which they call ‘mowing
the lawn’.. And I talked to you about those
assaults that took place on Gaza. So this
didn’t come out of a vacuum. You're not
going to be able to hold people under siege,
then cut them off from the world, and then
expect them to just play along. That doesn’t
mean that I celebrate what happened on
October 7th. It should have never had to
happen. The reason it happened is because
of the Israel lobby here, the genocide
Democrats and the genocide Republicans
who deny the Palestinians any right to have
rights. And it’s the right to have rights that
defines you as a citizen.

“They’re citizens of nothing. And now we
see what Israel really thinks of them, really
thinks of their children. ‘Gaza has become
a graveyard for children,’ according to UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres. So
this didn’t start on October 7th, and it’s not
going to end when there’s a ceasefire.”

President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi has been sworn in as President of
Egypt for a third presidential term of six years.

On 2 April 2024, the President took oath before Parliament
in its new headquarters at Egypt’s New Administrative Capital
(NAC), some 40km northeast Cairo.

Speaker of the House of Representatives Hanafy al-Gebaly
commenced the parliamentary session, which also marked the
official opening of the new parliament headquarters at the NAC. All
members of the House of Representatives were in attendance, as
were senior State officials, including Prime Minister Mostafa
Madbouly, Head of the General Intelligence Service (GIS) Abbas
Kamel, and Speaker of the Senate Abdel-Wahab Abdel-Razek.
Also present were the Grand Imam of al-Azhar, Sheikh Ahmed El-
Tayyeb; and Pope Tawadros 11, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of
the Coptic Orthodox Church.

Theoath

The President took oath declaring: “I swear by Allah Almighty
to faithfully uphold the republican system, respect the Constitution
and the law, fully uphold the interests of the people, and safeguard
the independence and territorial integrity of the nation.”

President Sisi had won his third term, which is also his last
and which starts 3 April 2024, with 89.6 per cent of the vote
in the presidential election held in December 2023, at 66.8
per cent voter turnout.

Peopleés Square

The swearing-in ceremony was held to an air show of military
aircraft jetting red, white, and black arrows in the colours of the
Egyptian flag while attendees waved Egyptian flags at the People’s
Square in the NAC, where the new Parliament building is located.
Military bands played tunes of patriotic songs, and a cannon salute
was fired to celebrate the event.

President Sisi had arrived at the People’s Square at noon;
he reviewed the honour guard as the national anthem played.
He placed a wreath of flowers on the memorial monument
which boasts pharaonic style columns and ornamentation,
and signed the guestbook.

The People’s Square is located to the right of the executive
authority headquarters (the Governmental District) and left
of the legislative authority (the House of Representatives and
the Senate), and near the Presidential Palace. It features a
201.9m-high flagpole in its centre, and the memorial monument
at its corner opposite the Presidential Palace.

“The Great Egyptian People’

Following his taking oath, the President gave a speech which
he addressed to “the great people of Egypt... who possess the
final word and decision, who embody honour, esteem, and
perseverance.. I thank you for renewing your confidence in me
to lead our great nation through a new presidential term.”

President Sisi reaffirmed his continued commitment to building
the nation, working to fulfil the aspirations of a modern democratic
State that masters science, scholarly work, and industry; urban
development; agriculture; and the letters and the arts.

The President stressed his priorities since he first took office [in
2014]: “T pledged that Egypt’s national security and its people’s

safety, also its development and progress, shall be my absolute
priority above all else.

“Together, through working as one man towards that end, we
saved our nation from the grip of extremist terrorism.

“The last few years have shown us that the way to nation-building
is not strewn with flowers. Fateful instances such as terrorism on
the domestic front, and international crises and wars on the global
front, imposed on us concurrent challenges of severity almost
unprecedented in our history.. we could never have confronted
these challenges were it not for the legendary perseverance and
patience of the great Egyptian people.”

Seven-point strategy

The President then proceeded to outline the challenges facing
Egypt during his upcoming term. He drew a seven-point strategy
of action that focused on domestic and foreign policies, economic
reform, social protection, and urban development.

First: As far as foreign relations are concerned, President Sisi
said, Egypt shall be giving priority to protecting and safeguarding
its national security, and to cultivating parallel relations with all
international players; the objective being to achieve peace, stability,
and development within a new world the features of which are yet
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taking shape, and in which Egypt will play an indispensable role.

Second: As to the domestic front, the President pledged to
continue an exhaustive national dialogue on Egypt’s political,
economic, social, cultural, and other issues; and to implement the
outcoming recommendations.

Third: The President stressed his commitment to economic
reform basing on strategies that maximise Egypt’s economic
resources and capabilities, and its resilience in the face of crises.
He pledged sustainable and balanced development led by the
private sector, focusing on agriculture, industry, communications
and information technology, tourism, and others, with a view to
attracting local and foreign investment, providing jobs, increasing
exports, and maximising foreign currency revenue.

Fourth: The State, President Sisi said, shall adopt comprehensive
institutional reforms to ensure financial discipline and achieve
effective governance. It shall also work to turn Egypt into a regional
hub for transport and transit trade, sustainable and renewable
energy, green hydrogen and its derivatives, and an augmented
economic role for the Suez Canal.

Fifth: Education and health came in among the strategic priorities,
with the President pledging quality education and healthcare, in
addition to working to complete Egypt’s universal health insurance
programme which was launched in 2018.

Sixth: President Sisi also committed to supporting social security
networks, and providing the finance necessary for the nationwide
programme Takaful wa Karama (Solidarity and Dignity) that
offers financial subsidy to the needy, and to complete the Hayat
Karima (Decent Life) initiative which comprises the widest
developmental work ever in Egypt’s most needy villages.

Seventh: to carry on with the urban development strategy of
building new 4G towns, developing slums, and the “Home for
every Egyptian” programme that primarily targets young and
limited-income families.

What now?

Senate deputy speaker and constitutional expert Bahaaeddin
Abu-Shoqa said that the President’s swearing-in and the start
of his new term is likely to herald a reshuffle of provincial
governors and also a cabinet reshuffle.

When Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi was first elected President in 2014,
then for a second term in 2018, Egypt faced a host of security
and economic challenges. Islamic State-affiliated militants in
North Sinai had killed hundreds of soldiers, policemen, and
civilians in the peninsula and it took a comprehensive military
operation to restore stability to Sinai.

Egypt continues to face economic challenges, including high
inflation rates that rose up to 40 per cent, and a severe shortage
of dollars. New development projects launched during February
and March 2024, however, brought in billions of much-needed
dollars. The Central Bank of Egypt in early March floated the
Egyptian Pound and raised interest rates, helping the country
secure pledges of financial support including a USDS billion
loan from the IMF, 7.4 billion euros from the EU, and USD6
billion from the World Bank.

Positive outlook for Egypts economy

As Egypt proceeds with its economic reforms following some
four years of economic crisis, international rating agencies have
responded with optimistic positive outlooks.

Fitch Ratings currently has Egypt at B- with a stable
outlook, while Moody’s Ratings assigns Egypt a Caal with
a positive outlook. Standard and Poor has also lifted the
country’s credit outlook.

But credit ratings remain unchanged since, according to
Fitch, Egypt must prove reforms are lasting before any credit
rating action.

Economic woes

The positive outlook is the outcome of Egypt’s emergence
from the prolonged economic crisis that engulfed it starting
2020. Before that date, Egypt had a thriving economy, albeit
an economic policy that was not above reproach owing to
investor-unfriendly regulations, and government and army
near-hegemony on projects. The 2020 COVID pandemic
and ensuing disruption in global supply chains, the 2022
Ukraine war and rising energy and wheat prices, the US
Federal Reserve raising interest rates starting March 2022
and driving hot dollar money out of Egypt, and the 2023
Gaza War which practically wiped off tourism in Egypt and
brought on a 50 per cent drop in revenue of the Suez Canal,
all worked a devastating effect on Egypt’s economy. A severe
dollar shortage crushed the economy, stalling production
and much-needed imports of basic goods and industry

inputs. This led to devaluation of the Egyptian
pound and the rise of a ‘parallel’ market—in the
sense of a market parallel to the banks which could
no longer provide dollars. In absence of substantial
dollar revenue and persistent dollar scarcity, flotation of
the currency to eliminate the parallel market was futile: no
matter how high the dollar price went against the pound,
it would still go higher as long as the demand for dollars
continued to far exceed their supply.

Breakthrough
The last week
of February
2024,  however,
came with
stunning news
of a huge Emirati
Egyptian urban \
investment  project : %
in Ras al-Hekma on (&'~ h
Egypt’s North Coast, T > 2 ;
to the tune of USDI50 "‘-.w
billion over five years, - ™+ “{3
with immediate payment
of USD35 billion to Egypt.
Flush with dollars, the
Central Bank of Egypt

Fady Labib was in a position to float the Egyptian pound, and

raise interest rates to contain runaway inflation.

The huge Ras al-Hekma deal was followed by
other offers but, more importantly, shrinkage of
the dollar gap and the CBE’s reform brought in international
loans and grants to Egypt from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), the European Union, and the World Bank.

In March 2024, the IMF approved a USDS billion 46-month
Extended Fund Facility (EFF) arrangement for Egypt, in support
of the country’s economic reform. The approval gives Cairo the
right to apply for a loan of USD1.2 billion from a separate IMF
facility that promotes
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EU Egypt Srategic partnership

On 17 March, the European Union announced it
would provide Egypt with a four-year financial package
of easy loans and grants worth 7.4 billion euros, about
USD8 billion, to bolster the Egyptian economy. The
package involves investments and cooperation on battling
terrorism and illegal migration to Europe.

In a summit held in Cairo for the heads of State of
Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, Italy, and the European
Commission, relations between Egypt and the EU were
raised to Strategic and Comprehensive Partnership.
The Strategic Partnership Document identifies the
specific areas of cooperation, namely: political relations,
macroeconomic stability, sustainable investment and trade,
including energy, water, food security and climate change,
migration, security, and human capital development.

Also in March, the World Bank declared it intends to
provide more than USD6 billion throughout three years
“to support Egypt’s development and reform efforts”. The
Bank explained that USD3 billion would be allocated to
government programmes, whereas the other USD3 billion
would go to the private sector.

Noteworthy, however, is that Egypt has affirmed its plan to
increase its production, and hence its exports threefold from
USD33 billion to USDI145 billion within six years under the
ongoing economic reform programme.
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