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Lors d'une grande célébration
au Musée copte du Vieux Caire,
le ministre du Tourisme,
Ahmed Issa, accompagné
du Dr Moustafa Wazivi,
secrétaire général du Conseil
supréme des antiquités,

a inauguré le hall du manuscrit
du Livre des Psaumes apres
avoir terminé sa restauration
et sa documentation.

Le Ministre a commencé ['événement par une visite
du hall destiné a l'exposition du manuscrit du Livre des Psaumes,
au cours de laquelle il s’est prété a une explication détaillée
de l'histoire du manuscrit, ses pages, des documents qui
le composent et le projet de restauration et de documentation
qui a duré prés de cinq ans, par le biais d'une équipe
de restaurateurs égyptiens du Musée copte et du Musée
d'art islamique, sachant qu’il s’agit du plus ancien Livre
complet de Psaumes coptes jamais écrit.

Il a également visionné un court métrage sur les étapes
de restauration du manuscrit et comment le visiteur peut
identifier les pages et les documents qui le composent
et il a suivi une explication détaillée de certaines
de ses pages en sept langues grace a un écran électronique
interactif situé dans une salle spéciale.

Le manuscrit a été retrouvé sous la téte de la momie
d'un enfant dans un cimetiere remontant a la période
paléochrétienne du gouvernorat de Béni Soueif dans
les années 1980. Il remonte a la période comprise entre
le IVe et le Ve siecle apres JC , une époque marquée
par linfluence grecque et romaine. Il est composé
de 151 psaumes écrits en langue copte répartis sur 244 pages
en vélin (peau de gazelle), plus lisse et plus solide que le reste
des peaux d’animaux et était conservé entre deux couvertures
de bois reliées par du cuir. C’est également un des manuscrits
les plus importants qui montrent I'écriture sur des lignes
avec ponctuation. Chaque feuille est numérotée et chaque
psaume commence par un oiseau, une plante ou des dessins
décoratifs.

Le ministre du tourisme inaugurant le hall du Livre des Psaumes

Le manuscrit a été exposé pour la premiére fois a l'intérieur
du Musée copte en 2006 et est resté a l'intérieur d'une vitrine
en verre pendant des années jusqu'a ce qu'il fit décidé de former
un comité en 2019 pour déterminer son état et I'étendue
dela nécessité de sa restauration.Comme le comitéa découvert
que le manuscrit avait subi de nombreux dommages
et que toutes ses pages étaient fortement séchées, ce qui
les exposait a étre brisées; en outre, les pages étaient collées
les unes aux autres et certaines parties d'elles étaient érodées,
ce qui impliquait de prendre action pour le restaurer,
un processus qui s'est terminé avec succes.

La restauration minutieuse du manuscrit copte des Psaumes,
ceuvre du prophete David et le plus ancien de son genre,
a été achevée apres cing ans d'efforts par une équipe
égyptienne, marquant un jalon dans la préservation
du patrimoine copte. Ce manuscrit, reconnu comme le plus
ancien exemplaire complet des psaumes coptes attribués
au prophete David, a été méticuleusement restauré par des experts
égyptiens des domaines copte et d'art islamique.

Les restaurateurs, ont commencé leur travail en 2019, la tache
était sensible étant donné qu’il s’agissait d’un livre saint alors
qu’a la suite d’'un examen détaillé de I'état du manuscrit,
I’équipe de travail a constaté qu'il était fort endommagé.
Les Psaumes étaient déposés sous la téte de la momie
d’une jeune fille. Bien qu’elle ait été bien embaumeée,
quelques liquides y ont échappé et ont coulé sur le livre,
causant l'érosion de quelques bordures et le collage de quelques
pages. C’est la cause pour laquelle ce manuscrit a perdu
les fils qui attachaient ses papiers qui étaient également
non organisés.

De multiples étapes de sauvetage ont été organisées. Les
spécialistes ont commencé par traiter les résidus
des enzymes coulés de la téte de I'enfant qui ont affecté
quelques parchemins et ont endommagé des parties
des deux couvertures en bois. En plus, quelques parties
des parchemins endommagés ont été remplacées par du papier
spécial importé du Japon, dont la couleur est similaire
au parchemin original. Les Psaumes ont été réorganisés
avec la coopération de Malak Noshi, I'expert en langue
copte ancienne qui a aidé a metftre en ordre tous les parchemins
et a réussi a compléter les textes perdus ou endommageés,
toutes les étapes de travail ont été enregistrées et documentées.

La restauration du manuscrit a été exécutée au laboratoire
de restauration du musée Copte par des spécialistes
en restauration de manuscrits. Ce projet a été distingué
par le prix Dr. Zahi Hawass pour la meilleure restauration
en 2023. Le manuscrit est actuellement replacé dans la méme
vitrine.

Une autre salle du musée abritant une exposition intitulée
«Sélections des archives du musée copte» a également été
inaugurée par le ministre. Nous pouvons y trouver des archives qui
mettent en avant I'évolution de I'histoire copte.

L’inauguration de cette salle le mercredi 21 février coincidait
avec le 114e anniversaire de la fondation du musée copte
situé dans le secteur du complexe religieux au Vieux Caire.

Le musée Copte abrite la collection la plus exhaustive
d‘artefacts coptes au monde, ouvert depuis 1910 gréce a linitiative
de Markus Samika Pacha, une figure chrétienne de premier
plan passionnée par la conservation du patrimoine copte.

La collection illustre évolution du christianisme copte en Egypte,

Le manuscrit avant la restauration

Le manuscrit apreés la restauration

depuis sa fondation jusqu'a son apogée, et témoigne
de l'interaction entre I'art copte et les cultures prédominantes
a travers les ages, créant une identité visuelle unique.

Parmi les trésors exposés figurent des manuscrits richement
décorés, des icones, des boiseries sculptées et des fresques
issues d'anciens monastéres et églises.

Alors que le manuscrit du Livre des Psaumes entame
son nouveau chapitre au Musée copte, il se présente comme
une lueur d’espoir et de résilience, un symbole de la puissance
durable de la foi et de lingéniosité humaines. L'effort
de collaboration visant a restaurer et a présenter cet ancien
trésor préserve non seulement une partie du patrimoine
religieux égyptien, mais offre également une source d'inspiration
aux générations futures pour qu'elles explorent, comprennent
et chérissent leur passé.
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Problemson hold

Six months on legalisation
21th batch approved

Youssef Sidhom

On 11 February Egypt’s official gazette
published the Prime Minister's decision number
10 for 2024, approving legalisation of the
27th batch of churches and Church affiliated
buildings: 187 buildings from among a total
3730 buildings that in September 2017 applied
for legality, meeting the deadline set by the 2016
Law for Building and Restoring Churches.

The recent decison involves 109 churches
and 78 community service centres, atotal of 187
buildings. This brings the legalisations approved
by the Cabinet committee up to 3166 out of atotal
3730, that is84.75 per cent of thetotal applications,
in the space of sx years and two months. At this
rate, the Cabinet committee would need another
13 months to complete looking into the remaining
564 cases, the entire task would have taken seven
years and three months to complete. The Egyptian
folk saying goes “The bigger portion has been
accomplished ... what remainsisthelesser” [sigh].

The 2016 law was the first ever in Egypt to
govern the building and restoration of churches,
it aso made provison for legalisng aready
existing unlicensed churches and Church affiliated
buildings. Until the 2016 law was passed, it was
next to impossible for Copts to obtain licence to
build or restore a church. Copts, who direly needed
churches in view of growing congregations and
declining conditions of existing churches, resorted
to circumventing the law and building churches
without licence. Once the 2016 lawv was passed,
applicationsfor legalisation of unlicensed churches
were submitted to a Cabinet committee chaired
by the Prime Minigter, charged with looking into
them and issuing approvals for legality. Prior
to the deadline of 28 September 2017, one year
on the passage of the law, 3730 applications for
legalisation were submitted. The committee started
itswork on 28 September 2017.

Watani has been regular in publishing the
successive lists of churches and buildings approved
for legalisation by the Cabinet committee charged
with that task. The committee issues approvals
every few months for legalisation of batches
of churches and buildings in various regions
in Egypt, beonging to the Orthodox, Catholic
and Evangdica Coptic Churches Legalisaion
becomes final only when the approved buildings
prove land ownership, pay any required dues, and
comply with provisionsof structural soundnessand
civil defence [safety] conditions

Watani prints in its current issue of 3 March
2024 the detailed lists of churches and community
centres included in the 27th decison. They are
divided into eight setsthat cover 14 governorates.

The first set lists churches and Church affiliated
community centres approved for legality provided
they fulfill the required safety conditions in no more
than sx months on the date the decison is issued.
This st includes 66 churches and 53 community
centres, a total 119 buildings in the governorates
of Qalyubiya, Alexandria, Beheira, Gharbiya,
Beni-Sweif, Minya, and Fayoum. (Names of
governorates are mentioned in the same order they
figure in the decision).

The second set lists churches and community
centres approved for legality provided they fulfill
the required safety conditions in no more than six
months on the date the decision isissued. This in
addition to settling State dues required. This set
incdudes two cases of community centres in Beni-
Sweif and Aswan.

Thethird set lists churches and service buildings
approved for legality provided they fulfill the
required safety conditions in no more than six
monthsonthedatethe decisionisissued, inaddition
to settling State dues required, and provided there
is no ownership dispute regarding the land on
which the buildings are erected. This set includes
22 churches and 18 community centres a total
40 buildings in the governorates of Qalyubiya,
Alexandria, Matrouh, Beheira, Dagahliya,
Gharhiya, Sohag, Minya, and Assiut.

The fourth set lists churches and affiliated
buildings approved for legality but lacking
structural soundness (the buildings are in need
of restoration). This set includes one church and
two community centres, a total three buildings
in Alexandria.

The fifth set lists churches and service buildings
approved for legality but lacking structura
soundness (the buildings arein need of restoration);
in addition to the requirement to settle State dues.
This set includes one building in Alexandria

The sixth set lists churches and service
buildings approved for legality but lacking
structural soundness (the buildings are in need
of restoration); in addition to the requirement
to settle State dues, and provided there is no
ownership dispute regarding the land on which
the buildings are erected. This set includes two
churchesin Gharbiya and Minya.

The seventh set lists churches and service
buildings approved for legality but lacking
structural soundness (the buildings arein need
of demoalition and reconstruction). This set
includes 13 churches and two service buildings,
a total 15 buildings in the governorates of
Beni-Sweif and Minya.

The eighth set lists churches and buildings
approved for legality but lacking structura
soundness (the buildings are in need of demolition
and recongtruction); in addition to the requirement
to settle State dues required, and provided there is
no ownership dispute regarding the land on which
the buildings are erected. This set includes four
churches and one service building, a total five
buildingsin Cairo and Minya.

Egypt signs with UAE a major multibillion development deal that promises to address Egypt’s economic woes

Samia Sidhom  Following some
o ; four years of painful
Lillian Nabil o onomic WOeS,

Egyptians are finally
hearing uplifting, optimistic news that
promise an opening on the gloomy
economic front.

Economic woes

The doldrums garted with the COVID
pandemic in 2020 which brought on
disruptions in global supply chains, followed
by the Ukraine War in 2022 which also had
an unfavourable global economic impact,
Egypt included. Additionally, the US Federa
Reserve's decison to raise interest rates in
March 2022 had adevastating effect on Egypt,
driving hot dollar money out of the Egyptian
market and initiating a severdly escalating
dollar crunch in Egypt which isanet importer.
A black market emerged, and the gap between
the official dollar vs the Egyptian pound and
the black market rate grew wider and wider. As
though all this were not enough, the Gaza War
that started in October 2023 had a devastating
effect on Egypt's economy by dashing the
revenue of its main earner activities: traffic in
the Suez Canal declined by 40 - 50 percent,
and tourism saw a devastating cut.

Despite rosy promises to Egypt by world
powers to forgive its foreign debt and pour
in dirdy needed aid provided the country
accepted to grant Gazans asylum and relocate
them in Sinai, Egypt reected these promises,
adamantly insisting that relocating Gazans in
Sna would compromise its non-negotiable
national security, and would serve to expe
Gazans from their homeand.

Egypt was thus heavily paying the price for
global factors totally out of its contral, but
also for domestic economic palicies that were
not helping diredy needed invesment. The
outcome: inflation climbed some 40 per cent.
All Egyptians felt the pain, but worse, there
appeared to be no end in sight.

The afternoon of 23 February 2024, came
with news that promised to do away with all
the doom and gloom.

Dream prgject

A mgor development project deal was
signed on the afternoon of 23 February
2024 between Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates to develop the town of Ras al-
Hekma on Egypt's Mediterranean coast,
some 170km west of Alexandria.

The Egyptian-Emirati partnership deal
will transform the coastal city of Ras al-
Hekma into a global tourist destination

~ Sljioyigian
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built on an area of 40,600 feddans [1
feddan = 4,200sg.m] that will include

an international airport, residential
developments, tourist resorts, hotels,
commercial centres, entertainment venues,
and service facilities such as hospitals,
schoolsand universities. It will also feature
administrative and service buildings,
afree economic zone for information
technology industries and logistics
hubs, and a central business district that
would attract global companies.

The project will also includea large
marina for tourist yachts and ships.

Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly
attended the sdigning ceremony. The
agreement was signed by Egypt’'s Minister
of Housing Assem al-Gazzar and UAE's

* naltfer

Minister of Investment Mohamed Alsuwaidi
at Egypt's New Administrative Capital.

The project will be implemented by
the Egyptian New Urban Communities
Authority and the Abu Dhabi Development
Holding Company owned by the government
of Abu Dhabi. The Abu Dhabi Development
Holding Company will establish an
Egyptian joint-stock company named Ras
al-Hekma to implement the mega project,
PM Madbouly said.

Deal answer s Egypt’s needs

The Cabinet had approved the agreement
which was described as ‘historic’. It was
termed the largest ever foreign direct
invessment (FDI) in Egypt, through
partnership with magor entities PM

Madbouly said the deal answers the need
of Egypt to attract FDI and to increase the
country’s hard currency resources, also to
achieve objectives of urban development.

The deal, the Prime Minister said, signals
a beginning to other FDI development
agreements envisaged by the government.
He saidthe new project will pump USD35
billion in foreign investment into the Egyptian
economy within two months, the largest FDI
sum in the history of Egypt. This should help
the country override its severe hard currency
shortage, he said.

Emirati investments throughout the
implementation of theproject are expected
to reach a minimum of USD150 billion, PM
Madbouly explained.

The Prime Minister explained that Egypt
will be getting 35 per cent of the project’s
revenues, and that the UAE will waive
its USD11 hillion in foreign deposits at the
Central Bank of Egypt.

Only a beginning

Rasal-Hekmaisanidyllic site of turquoise
blue waters and soft white sands. The new
development project aims at establishing
a sustainable eco-friendly smart city in
harmony with the local environment and
community.

The new town is expected to attract some
8 million touristsayear, PM Madbouly said,
and provide millions of job opportunities.
Egyptian contractors, real estate developers,
logistics companies, and local factories will
beinvolved in the project>s development and
operation.

Loca resdents who might be in any way
impacted by the new project will be adequately
compensated, the Prime Miniger sad,
financially or in-kind.

According to PM Madbouly, the Ras al-
Hekma project is part of a broader strategy
to develop Egypt's western North Coast
Mediterranean region by building fully
integrated urban communities, to counter
the current seasonal beach resorts that dot
the coast. The new developments should
accommodate a large portion of Egypt's
expected population growth, the PM said,
and should help achieve the target 40 - 50
milliontouristsayear Egypt hopesto attract.
They stand to benefit from the huge road
and rail infrastructure projects—including
the highspeed train that connects Egypt’'s
Red Sea eastern region with the northwest
coast on to the border town of Salloum—
that seamlesdly link the North Coast to other
placesin Egypt.

L0300 millon Britsh Egyptian medical complex ~ Eyntians for Gaza and Sudan

-
At an investment of USD300
million, the east Cairo satdlite

town of Shorouq will be getting an

Lillian Nabil

nursing, and physical therapy in the
Middle East and Africa, and will
feature the first private educational

With painful wars raging in the region and taking a huge humanitarian toll on its
people, Egyptians are rallying efforts to alleviate the suffering of war victims. On 27
February, Egypt’s military spokesperson announced that the Egyptian air force together
with UAE, Jordan, Qatar and France carried out an operation to drop tons of relief on
Gaza. Inthe meantime, the Egyptian public has been helping any way they can.

In Caird's southern suburb of Helwan, the Helwan Fertilisers Company prepared
4,000 boxes of foodstuffs for Sudanese refugees in Egypt. The boxes were handed to
the Sudanese embassy in Cairo, which has been asked to distribute them among the
refugee familiesin various placesin Egypt.

The company chairman Hassan Abdd-Alim said that Hewan Fertilisers is living
up to its societal role in supporting Sudanese refugees in Egypt, especially given that
President Sisi has called upon businesses and industrial firms to share in this role. “This
is not the first time we offer our support, nor will it be the last,” Mr Abdel-Alim said.

“We are keen to pursue our effortsin that regard, because Sudan has a cherished place

in Egyptians hearts, we are all people of the Nile Valley.”

In Menoufiya in the southern part of the Nile Delta, a delegation from Menoufiya Red

integrated project that serves urban, medical,
and educational purposes.

Tothat end, acontract wassigned on 21 February
between Egypt's New Urban Communities
Authority (NUCA) and the Egyptian National
Health Medical Services Company (NHMC), a
subsidiary of the British NHMC Group. The UK'’s
NHMC Group is a conglomerate that operatesin
finance, healthcare and technology industries.

The contract was signed by Amin Ghoneim,
Vice President of the NUCA for the Real Edtate
and Commercial Affairs Sector; and Nasser
Miche Fouad, HisMgesty’sDeputy Lieutenant of
Cheshireand Chairman of NHMC. Attending the
signing ceremony were Prime Minister Mostafa
Madbouly; and Minister of Housing, Utilitiesand
Urban Communities, Assem El-Gazzar.

According to the contract, NUCA allocates|and
for etablishing an integrated urban, medical, and
educational project in Shoroudg,

The land amounts to 72 feddans [one feddan
is 4,200 square metreg, 65 per cent of it is
to be a residential area, and 35 per cent for
educational medical activity, which Dr Fouad
said will bear the name of the Elysium Medical
Educational City.

The medical city, Dr Fouad explained, will
be established and managed in partnership
with the University of Buckingham. It will
house the first British schools of medicine,

hospital affiliated with the University of
Buckingham in the MENA region.

A hospital will be established in cooperation
with Johnson & Johnson, Dr Fouad divulged,
explaining that the world's top-notch surgeons
will be invited to perform intricate surgeries on
the face, jaw, and knee Furthermore he said, a
specialised medical areaof 76-room capacity will
be allocated for elderly persons care.

The project will also boast a sports academy
under medical supervison for people with
special needs, a British international school, and
an integrated residential area that will include
villas, residential apartments, hotel apartments,
adminigrative buildings, and commercial malls.

The project is expected to provide some 2,000
job opportunities.

According to the Minister of Housing, the
price of the land will be settled in US dollars
through transfers from abroad, or in any other
foreign currency that is among the foreign
currencies listed in the official price list of the
Central Bank of Egypt.

Noteworthy is that Egyptian expeatriate doctors
had persistently offered their servicesto Egypt in
several ways. Their offers were taken serioudy
by the Egyptian government which promised to
facilitate matters for them to do so, to benefit the

Egyptian community.

Crescent (RC) Society visited the Teaching Hospital of Shebin al-Koum University to
offer aid to the Palestinian families and women under treatment in the hospital. The
delegation was led by Muhammad Moussa, head of the Menoufiya RC, and included
senior executives at the RC and a number of members. They offered the Palestinians
much-needed moral support, aswell as blankets and warm clothes.

In Beni-Sweif some 100km south of Cairo, where Palestinian cancer patients receive
treatment at Beni-Sweif Universty's Teaching Hospital, Fr Ermiya Abdu who is in
charge of the cris's committeein the Coptic Diocese of Beni-Sweif, and Tassoni (Sister)
Amalia paid a visit to the Palestinian patients. They offered them flowers and goodies,
spreading an air of compassion and good cheer.

Fr Ermiya rdlayed to the patients the greetings and prayers of Beni-Sweif Bishop,
Anba Ghabrial, and hiswishes for them of peace and speedy recovery.

Earlier this month, under the motto “On the way to our people in Palesting’, Pope
Tawedros |1, patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church, launched an initiative to send
humanitarian aid to Gaza.

The first of that aid was a truck-full of relief material that joined a convoy of aid
heading to Gaza.

The Coptic Orthodox Bishopric of Public, Ecumenical, and Social Services
(BLESS), headed by Anba Yulius, took charge of fulfilling the Pope’s initiative,
working in collaboration with the National Alliance for Civil Work.

The contents of the truck included blankets, mattresses winter clothes for children,
and other necessities, which were collected at the BLESS headquarter in the Cairo
suburb of Nasr City. Anba Yulius, along with Church servants, aswell as girlsand boys
from the Church scouts, prepared the aid material.

The Coptic Church's initiative came in response to the call by Egypt's Presdent
Abded-Fettah al-Sis for Egyptians to support the Palestinian people under the war's
difficult circumstances.

The Coptic Church incessantly prays for an end to the fighting in Gaza, and for peace
intheregion: “TheLord isableto alleviate all pain and distress’.

Reporting by Lucy Awad, Mariam Far ouk,
Girgis Waheeb, Nariman Yanni, Mahmoud Attiya,
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