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lnauguratlon du tombeau du scribe _Neferhotep

Les travaux de restauration ont été entrepris par une délégation
argentine affiliée a I'Université de Buenos Aires, dirigée par
le Dr Violeta Pereyra et sous la supervision du Conseil supréme
des antiquités.

La tombe remonte a la XVllle dynastie, sous le regne du pharaon
Ay (1327-1323 av. J.-C.), et elle appartient a Néferhotep,
grand scribe et superviseur de bétail du dieu Amon-Ré,
et son épouse Merit-Amon, chanteuse de cette divinité.

L'importance du tombeau réside dans sa décoration picturale
et ses inscriptions qui illustrent les changements dans les pratiques
funéraires survenus apres la période amarnienne, en plus
de la présence d'une statue du propriétaire du tombeau
et de son épouse, Merit-Amon.

Le projet de restauration et d'entretien du tombeau a débuté
en 2000, lorsque I'Université de Buenos Aires a enregistré
et étudié les textes du site avant de commencer sa restauration.
Cependant, les travaux de restauration proprement
dits ont commencé en 2013 lorsqu'une équipe de restaurateurs
allemands a effectué I'entretien, notamment le nettoyage
des peintures murales, le traitement des parties en pierre
démontées et des fissures, et I'application de mortier séparé
et de couches de couleurs sur les inscriptions.

Dr. Violeta Pereyra a exprimé sa joie de [l'achévement
de la restauration du tombeau et de son ouverture apres
24 années de travaux de restauration, saluant la grande
coopération avec le Conseil Supréme des Antiquités pendant
la période de restauration du cimetiere.

Selon Waziri,président du Conseil Supréme des Antiquités,
Iimportance de la tombe est due a ses sculptures parfaites,

uﬂ

ses inscriptions et ses peintures murales qui témoignent
de sa valeur patrimoniale et du prestige dont jouissait
son propriétaire qui vivait a [I'époque du roi Ay.
«Cette tombe comporte de magnifiques scenes représentant
les détails de la vie quotidienne a cette époquer, s’est-il félicité.

Le responsable a affirmé que 'aménagement de la tombe
de Néferhotep et son ouverture refletent les efforts continus
du ministére du Tourisme et des Antiquités dont l'objectif
est de protéger les trésors archéologiques égyptiens et de promouvoir
le tourisme en Egypte.

Pour sa part, I'archéologue Violeta Pereyra, cheffe de la mission
archéologique de I'Université de Buenos Aires et du Musée
national de Rio de Janeiro au Brésil, qui travaille dans
la tombe depuis prés de 24 ans avec une équipe d’archéologues
et de scientifiques d’Egypte, d’Argentine, du Brésil, d’Allemagne
et d’ltalie, a expliqué que la restauration de la tombe
est passée par plusieurs étapes, a commencer par I'étude
détaillée du monument et son contenu, de ses inscriptions
et de ses peintures.

Pour sa part, Fathi Yassine, directeur général de la zone
des Antiquités de Louxor et de Haute-Egypte, a expliqué
que la structure architecturale des salles d’enterrement inférieures
de la tombe a été congue sur un axe longitudinal allant
de l'est a l'ouest, ce qui évoque la résurrection du défunt
et le voyage quotidien du soleil.

Il a ajouté que les travaux de restauration comprenaient
le nettoyage des surfaces fragiles au laser, sans contact
physique, rétablissant ainsi la lucidité des peintures murales,
des hiéroglyphes, des inscriptions et des sculptures.
Les pieces en pierre décollées et les fissures ont été traitées.

P J Le tombeau de Néferhotep, e scribe
d'Amon-Ré, situé dans [a région
de Khokha & Louxor, a été inauguré
par le secrétaire général du Conseil
' supréme des antiquités et ambassadeur |
d'Argentine au Caire aprés [‘achévement -
de son projet de restauration. Présentant -

. une multitude de scénes et d'inscriptions & 1™
p (L.

offre aux visiteurs un aper¢u captivant <

magm_ﬁquement_pemtes e tombeau & i

et détaillé de [histoire de [* :Egy};te ancienne.

«En étudiant les peintures dans la tombe nous avons
constaté que les anciens muralistes égyptiens ont utilisé
des colorants avec de la gomme arabique», a affirmé Yassine.

Quant a Mohamed Badie, président du département central
des antiquités de la Haute-Egypte, il a expliqué que la restauration
était la phase la plus délicate des travaux, surtout celle des gravures
et des peintures afin de leur rendre leur beauté d’antan.
«Les gravures, les peintures et les couleurs de cette tombe
montrent que les artistes de cette époque se sont inspirés
de l'art de Tel el-Amarna», a-t-il affirmé.

Dans un communiqué, le ministere égyptien du Tourisme
et des Antiquités a déclaré: «Cette inauguration marque
l'ajout d’une nouvelle destination touristique majeure
aux monuments de Louxor sur la rive ouest, au moment
ou un grand nombre de touristes affluent pendant la saison
touristique hivernale.»

Présentant une multitude de scenes et dinscriptions magnifiquement
peintes, le tombeau offre aux visiteurs un apergu captivant
et détaillé de I'Histoire de 'Egypte antique.

Il est bon de savoir que Néferhotep est un ancien fonctionnaire
égyptien avec le titre «Scribe de la grande enceintey.
Il a vécu pendant la Xllle_dynastie, vers 1750 avant notre éere.
Son tombeau a été découvert en 1860 par Auguste Mariette
et contenait une importante gamme d'objets, dont notamment
le papyrus Boulaq 18 qui est un récit de la vie dans le palais
thébain. Le papyrus avait déja été publié, mais les trouvailles
dans la tombe de Néferhotep n'ont été publiées que récemment.

La tombe contenait le cercueil de Néferhotep, qui était probablement
en tres mauvais état lorsque Mariette I'a trouvé. Elle n'est
donc connue que de la description de Mariette. D'autres trouvailles

e

dans la tombe sont un baton de marche, un appui-téte,
un hippopotame en faience, des piéces en bois du jeu du chien
et du chacal, une masse, des instruments d'écriture, un plateau
en bois pour un miroir, deux récipients en calcite, une baguette
magique et un double scarabée.ll y a peu de groupes
de tombes bien conservés de cette période, ce qui donne
a cette découverte une importance particuliere.

A noter que la zone adu tombeau «E-Khokha» est une des né
de Thebes. Elle se situe sur une petite colline au Sud-est
du site de Deir el-Bahari. L'emplacement est baptisé
du nom d’un village moderne et est situé entre El-Assasif
au Nord, et Cheikh Abd el-Gourna a I'Ouest. La signification
exacte du nom Khokha fut traduite comme : Péche ou chambre
forte. En Egyptien aujourd’hui, le terme est employé pour
décrire une ouverture dans un mur, une porte, ou une porte
de guichet, se rapportant probablement aux entrées des tombeaux
creusées dans la roche.

Le site comprend des tombeaux privés de I’Ancien Empire
(2647-2150) et de la Premiéere Période Intermédiaire (2140-2022)
et plusieurs tombeaux des XVlile dynastie (1549-1295)
et XIXe dynastie (1295-1186) qui ont été étudiés par des expéditions
Egyptiennes, Britanniques, Allemandes et Hongroises.

L'endroit est idéalement placé : au sommet de la colline
qui surplombe le village a l'ouest, avec une vue sur I'ensemble
du site et au nord-est, sur le Ramesseum, le Temple de Millions
d’Années de Ramses Il. L'emplacement privilégié de la sépulture,
sa taille, I'existence de deux cours et d'une rampe d'accées
témoignent de l'influence et de I'éminente position sociale
qui étaient celles de Néferhotep.
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Problemson hold

Two years on Russia-Ukraine war
A reading

In Putin’s interview

Youssef Sidhom

Yesterday, 24 February 2024, marked two yearson
the start of the Russa-Ukraine War, the chapters of
which are yet being evolving. The balance, however,
appears to tip in favour of Russa The reason the
war gill rages on owes to the sensdessness of the
western powers led by the US and its European alies
who inggt on inundating Ukraine with money, arms
and military expertise, with the aim of hindering
any Russian military victory on the battlefield. Even
though some might believe the West to be actually
empathetic with the Ukrainian people, the frightful
truth lies in the diabolic contest between the western
camp with its military arsenal on one sde, and the
eastern camp and its military arsena on the other,
whoever may triumph in the end. Sadly, a hind look
at the events of that war reveals that, during the first
and second years of the conflict, the two sides were on
the verge of agreeing through international mediators
to end the battles and st to the negotiation table. Y,
pressured by US-European arrogance, beligerence
and a determination to defet Russa, Ukraine
withdrew from every negotiation possible. Even so, as
| already mentioned, the balance of power is tipping
in favour of Russia. To say nothing of evidence of a
decline in the outpour of aid flowing from the West
to Ukraine with a number of European countries
complaining of the extended war, and saying they are
exhausgted by the growing demands of Ukraine.

Today, I reopen the Russia-Ukraine War file, for
more than one reason. Fird, interest in the war in
Ukraine has waned since the Israd Hamas War in
Gaza, which started last October and is till raging
on; the eyes of our region and the entire world have
turned to the events unfolding in Gaza rather than
thosetaking placein Ukraine. Second, two yearshave
passed on the outbreak of the war in Ukraine so it
is fitting to shed light on its latest developments. In
this context, | recall that in March 2022 | wrote under
the title “What Putin says on the RussaUkraine
criss’, about the reasons behind this war. One year
later, in March 2023, | wrote“ Oneyear onthe Russia
Ukraine war: A reading in Putin's speech’. Today,
two years on the outbreak on the war in February
2022, | present areading in an interview recently
conducted by American journalist Tucker Carlson
with Russian President VIadimir Putin in Moscow.
During the interview, President Putin explained
the ramifications of the Russia-Ukraine War, and
gave his assessment of the war and an outlook for
possible scenariosto end it.

| believe that Carlson's interview with Presdent
Putin represents the most important testimony on
the history of the Russia-Ukraine War as seen by the
Russan sde

The interview started with Mr Putin giving
a detailed review of the historical background
of Russia and its formation ever since the ninth
century, and the truth behind the historic relation
between Ukraine and Russia until the Bolshevik
Revolution in 1917 when its leader Vladimir
Lenin offered the lands of the Donbas region to
Ukraine, which resulted in the start of dialogue and
friendship between Russia and Ukraine.

Mr Putin reminded of what took place between
him and former US President Bill Clinton in 2000,
following the collapse of the Soviet Union and the
beginning of the era of détente between Russa and
the West. Presdent Clinton appreciated the idea of
welcoming Russainto NATO, but made aturnaround
and renounced toit after consultingwith hisaides. The
same scenario was repeated with President George W.
Bush in 2008, Mr Putin said.

Mr Putin talked of the anti-missile defence plan that
the West has been threstening Russia with. He said
that he offered Russds participation with the West
in establishing a joint missile defence project, which
George W. Bush agreed to then turned back and
rejected. This prompted Russiato move forward with
establishing its own missile defense project separate
from the Wegt; this being the hypersonic defence
missiles it now owns; to date the West owns nothing
likeit, Presdent Putin said.

Mr Putin talked about NATO's expansion into the
territories of countries that had broken away from
the Soviet Union, despite explicit promises to the
contrary by NATO. This expansonism persisted
from 1994 until 2008 in five waves that ended with
the announcement of the acceptance of both Ukraine
and Georgia into NATO. This was soon followed by
the establishment of NATO military bases close to
Russian borders, which compeled Putin, in late 2021,
to warn against its consequences.

Presdent Putin reviewed the rabid western efforts
tointerferein Ukrainian dectionsfrom 2004 to 2014,
which resulted in orchestrating a military coup that
overthrew the legitimately eected presdent Viktor
Yanukovych, and set off battles to liberate southeast
Ukraine by armed force

Mr Putin then said that Russia does not refuse to
Sit to the negotiation table with Ukraine, which both
countries had agreed on in Istanbul under Turkish
sponsorship. But Ukraine, he pointed out, withdrew
upon ingtructions from British Prime Minigter Boris
Johnson upon directives by the US.

During the interview with Mr Carlson, Presdent
Putin said that defeating Russa in Ukraine is
“impossible, by definition”. He said that Russia is the
largest country in the world and does not need land
from others; its 150 million people own wealth and
resources counted among the world's largest. Russia,
he said, has every right to take all measuresto ensure
its sovereignty and protect itself against the infiltration
of hogtile forces close to its borders, threatening its
national security. This he said, is something Russa
repeatedly warned againgt. In that light, Mr Putin
said, al the measures Russa has taken in its war
againg Ukraine were aimed at securing its borders
againg threatening western encroachment.

Coptic Church
celebrates The 21
Libya Martyrs on

their feast day
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We live

“May you live and remember” isthe clause commonly
used by Egyptians to address those commemorating
loved ones who passed away. The words carry the
solace of stressing the immortal memory of the
deceased, and the comfort this memory gives to those
on earth. It resonates with the Bible verse of Sirach
44:14 “Their bodies are buried in peace, but their
names live on and on”.

If this applies to men and women meeting a more or
less ordinary death, how much more then if they were
martyrs?

The Libya Martyrs were 21 men, 20 Copts and one
Ghanaian, who were martyred in Libya. They became
knownas*“The 21", theterm used asthetitle of the book
The 21: A Journey into the Land of Coptic Martyrs by
Martin Mosebach. The book was translated from the
original German into English by Alta L. Price, and
published by Plough on 15 February 2019.

Martyrs of faith

Egyptians, especially Copts whose traditions borrow
heavily on those of ancient Egypt, are renowned for
giving their martyrs and saints really memorable
commemorations. And this has been the case with The
21, who were migrant labourers in Libya, but were
kidnapped and killed for their faith by Daesh, also
known as Islamic State (IS) or SIS, in 2014 /2015. On 15
February 2015, a horrific video aired by Daesh showed
the brutal beheading of The 21 as they knelt in orange
jumpsuits on abeach in Sirte, Libya. The last words they
all uttered was a soft prayer: “My Lord Jesus Christ”.

The bodies of the 21 were found by the Libyan
authorities in a mass grave in Sirte in October 2017,
together with their orange jumpsuits. They were
identified by DNA testing, and the 20 Copts were
in 2018 returned to Egypt, to the village of al-Our,
Minya, some 250km south of Cairo. Al-Our is the
home village of 13 of the 20 Coptic martyrs; the other
seven came from villages in the same region. They
were all buried in a special shrine in a church at al-
Our built in their honour in 2018 by the Egyptian State
and the Coptic Church.

Given that no one had claimed the body of the
Ghanaian martyr, the Coptic Church, in response to
wide demand by the Coptic congregation, asked the
Libyan government for the body to be brought to
Egypt to be buried next to his fellow martyrs. The
Church pledged to hand the body over to any authentic
claimant through official channels. The body was
shipped to Egypt in 2020, and is buried in the shrine
together with the 20 Coptic martyrs.

Feast of Modern Day Martyrs

The Coptic Church designated 15 February, the date
in 2015 when the video of the beheading was aired, as
an annual feast to celebrate the Libya Martyrs, and all
modern-day martyrs of faith as well.

On 15 February every year, Masses are held in churches
all over Egypt to honour the martyrs.

The great commemoration, however, is reserved to the
church of the Martyrs of Faith and the Nation in al-Our
where the shrine of The 21 is located.

The feast day is normally preceded by a week-long
spiritual programme which the Copts term “spiritual

reawakening”. The programme involves daily Mass every
morning, and Vespersin the evening followed by hymns,
praises, and Bible study or sermons given by some of
the Coptic Churches’ senior figures. A procession of
white-robed deacons in their red sashes, carrying the
photographs of the martyrs, tours the church to chants of
praises especially written for the 21 martyrs.

Thisyear, the spiritual reawakening started on 9 February
and concluded with Mass at al-Our church on 16 February
2024. Presiding over that Mass was Anba Paphnutius,
Bishop of Samalout; al-Our liesin the parish of Samalout.

The bishops participating in the Vespers services were:
Anba Paphnutius; Anba Raphael, Bishop-General of
Downtown Cairo; Anba Stephanos, Bishop of Biba and
al-Fashn; Anba Thomas, Bishop-General and Abbot
of the monastery of the Holy Virgin and Archangel in
Bahnasa; Anba Yulius, Bishop-General of Old Cairo and
BLESS, Anba Dioscoros, Abbot of the monastery of St
John the Short; and Anba Angaelos, Bishop of London.

Christ’s open arms

Five years following their gruesome beheading in
Libya in 2015, the Libya Martyrs were given a museum
to their name, and a memorial depicting them under the
open, all-embracing arms of Christ the Lord in Whose
name they laid down their lives.

Anba Paphnutious unveiled the memorial and opened
the museum on 15 February 2020, in an event that
witnessed a procession led by the martyrs children, the
boys in white robes and red sashes, the girls in white
and crowned with white daisies. They placed wreaths of
white flowers on the martyrs depicted in the memorial.

The five metre-high, five metre-wide memorial was
sculpted by Girgis al-Gawly, professor of Sculpture at
Minya University. It occupies the place of honour before
the church entrance. Made of concrete, it depicts the 21
martyrs—the Ghanaian Ayariga is at the forefront—
kneeling as in the video of their beheading. Jesus Christ
stands behind, embracing them with His open arms.

TheLibyaMartyrs Museum showcases a ‘ panorama
of their martyrdom documented in photographs and
texts in the Arabic, English, and French languages.
The English and French versions were taken from
texts published by Watani. The panorama includes
everything about the martyrs kidnapping and
beheading; their bodies arriving at Cairo Airport then
home to al-Our. It showcases the coffinsin which their
bodies were flown to Cairo, their passports, the orange
jumpsuits they wore when they were beheaded, the
ropes that were knotted around their hands, and a few
belongings found in their pockets.

“The 21" venerated in the Vatican 100

Therelicsof the 21 Coptic martyrskilled by Daesh, in Libyain 2014/ 2015 were
venerated in St Peter's Basilicain the Vatican on their feast day of 15 February.
The veneration was held at an ecumenical prayer service marking their first

official feast day in the Catholic Church.

The evening vespers at the Vatican commemorated the 9th anniversary of the martyrdom of
the 20 Coptic Orthodox men and one Ghanaian. Cardinal Kurt Koch, the prefect of the Vatican
Dicagtery for Promoting Christian Unity presided over the ecumenical prayer in the Choir Chapel
of St Peter'sBasilica. A Coptic chair provided the music for the liturgy.

Following the prayer service, the
documentary “The 21: The Power of Faith,”
was screened by the Vatican Film Library.
The 50-minute film was produced by the
Coptic Orthodox Church.

Baptism of blood

Pope Francis had added The 21 to the
Roman Martyrology, the Church’s official
list of saints, in May 2023 when he met Pope
Tawadrosl |, Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox
Church of Alexandria, who was then on an
official visit to the Vatican. The event marked
ten years on the first visit of Pope Tawadros
to the Vatican, and 50 years on the first visit
of a Coptic patriarch, Pope Shenouda l1, to
the Catholic Church since the great schism at
the Council of Chalcedon AD451.

During his 2023 visit to the Vatican, Pope
Tawadros had given Pope Francis relics of

Mariam Farouq

of the martyrs.

the martyrs: parts of the orange jumpsuits that had been soaked in the blood

“Today we hand over part of their relics, dipped in their blood shed in the

name of Christ for the Church, so that they may be remembered in the martyrology of

witnesses,” Tawadros said.

all the churches of the world, and know ‘we too’ are ‘surrounded by such a multitude of

“Precisely because the saints are one of the main pillars of our churches, beginning
with the apostles Peter, Paul, and Mark,” he said, “we now write in the martyrology

of the Churches the new martyrs who
have guarded the faith and bore witness
to Christ, who did not lose heart in the
face of torture and passed on to us a
living example in martyrdom.”

Pope Francis remarked: “These martyrs
were baptised not only inthe water and Spirit,
but also in blood, a blood that is the seed of
unity for all of Christ’s followers.”

The Coptic Church had designated 15
February, the date in 2015 when a horrific
video of the beheading of The 21 was aired
by Daesh, asan annual feast to celebrate them
and all modern-day martyrs of the faith. Pope
Francis decided that the Catholic Church, too,
would commemoratethe martyrsonthat date.
So now, the feast of the martyrs, referred to as
The 21 Coptic Martyrsof Libya, is celebrated
on 15 February in both the Coptic Church
and the Cathalic Church.
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