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Hommage a saint Charbel du Liban au Vatican

La basilique Saint-Pierre de Rome a accueilli,
vendredi matin 19 janvier, une mosaique
représentant saint Charbel. Simultanément
avec cette cérémonie, [e son des cloches a retenti
dans les églises au Liban, pour célébrer ce moment
de priére et de joie, en hommage au saint [ibanais.
L'euvre d’art sacré est installée au premier
sous-sol de [a basilique, sur Pun des murs entourant
(a tombe de saint Paul VI,

(e pape qui Ca Béattfié}mis canonisé en 1977.

P arallelement, les croyants se sont rendus a Annaya, ou se trouve le mausolée
de saint Charbel, ainsi qu’a Bekaa Kafra, son village natal, pour participer
a la messe et élever des priéres a lintention du Liban. Pére Louis Matar,
supérieur du monastere Saint-Maron a Annaya, a signalé que "la présence
de saint Charbel au Vatican signifie qu’'a présent, le saint s’ouvre au monde entier",
lors d’un entretien accordé a la chaine Al-Jadid. A la suite de la cérémonie
d’installation de la mosaique, une messe a été célébrée, au Vatican.

Réalisée dans un atelier spécial du Vatican, la fabrique de Saint-Pierre,
cette ceuvre d’art a été créée a partir du cliché photographique miraculeux
dans lequel le saint est apparu au milieu d’un groupe de pélerins, en 1952,
soit 54 ans apres sa mort.

Saint Charbel Makhlouf est trés populaire au Liban. Prétre et moine-ermite
de I'Eglise maronite, il est connu pour ses miracles et sa vie ascétique.
Il a passé 20 ans dans le monastére Saint-Maroun d’Annaya, et les 23 dernieres
années de sa vie en ermite, s’adonnant a la pénitence et a la priere.
L’Eglise a fété le 24 décembre dernier le 125e anniversaire de sa mort (1898).

A cet égard, saint Paul VI disaitle 9 octobre 1977 dans son homélie,
lors de la messe de canonisation de I'ermite libanais, avec des mots encore
si vibrants d’actualité: «Bénissons le Seigneur de nous avoir donné saint Charbel
Makhlouf, pour raviver les forces de son Eglise, par son exemple et sa priére.
Puisse-t-il continuer a exercer son influence prodigieuse, non seulement au Liban,
mais en Orient et dans I'Eglise entiére | Qu'il intercéde pour le cher pays du Liban,
qu’il 'aide a surmonter les difficultés de I'heure, a panser les plaies encore vives,
a marcher dans 'espérance».

Saint Charbel, né Youssef Antoun Makhlouf est fils de paysans et vit avec ses quatre
freres dans un village du Liban. Son enfance se termine vite: a trois ans meurt
son pere, mais sa mére se remarie avec un homme pieux qui, a la fin,
selon la coutume orientale, devient prétre . Pour Youssef, c’est une joie de I'écouter
comme c’est une joie aussi de parler des deux oncles ermites dans la Vallée
des Saints. Pour lui ce sont des super héros et il voudrait suivre leur exemple,
mais il ne le peut pas; car il doit aider la famille, Ilui dit-on; et ainsi,
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a dix ans il commence a faire le berger, mais il passe tout son temps libre a prier,
Jjusqu’a cette «NUIT-la», dans une grotte, aujourd’hui terme de pélerinages,
et appelée «la grotte du saint».

Ce n’est pas la premiere fois que le Seigneur I'appelait a lui, seulement
il ne voulait pas désobéir a la volonté de la famille. Mais une nuit,
la voix du Seigneur est particulierement limpide et insistante ...il n’en peut plus:
il se leve, avant qu'il ne fasse jour, et sans saluer personne, il est déja en voyage
vers le monastéere de Notre Dame de Mayfouq. Nous sommes en 1851 et, lui,
a vingt-trois ans. En peu de mois il devient moine dans I'Ordre libanais
maronite et change son nom en celui de Charbel qui, signifie en syriaque
«le récit de Dieu». Il est affecté plus d’une fois; mais il étudie assidiment
la théologie et s’occupe de pauvres et malades, par obéissance accomplit
les missions qu’on lui confie au fur et a mesure, y compris le travail dans
les champs. Mais les activités qu’il préfére ce sont la priere et la contemplation.

En 1875 Frére Charbel se sent prét a vivre selon la Régle des ermites
de I'Ordre maronite, qui prévoit la répartition des moines en petites communautés
de trois personnes au maximum. Pour lui, c’est comme une deuxieme naissance,
car il peut travailler, prier, observer la pénitence, le jeline et le silence.
Des témoignages parient d’'un moine zélé, souvent surpris a prier avec les bras étendus,
dans une cellule tres pauvre, qu'il quitte seulement pour célébrer la Messe
et quand on lui donne expressément un ordre.

Jusqu’a «ce Jour-la», a Noél, lorsquau cours de Ila Messe,
Charbel se sent justement mal, au moment de [I'élévation. Aprés une agonie
de huit jours au cours desquels ou les autres moines I'entendent prier
et au cours desquels il continue a observer la Regle, en refusant, par exemple,
de la nourriture plus consistante; il s’éteint en 1898.

Sa mort fut une semence qui porte beaucoup de fruit.Mais la mort,
comme nous savons, n'est pas la fin. Le supérieur de Saint Charbel,
le pére Antonios Mishimshany, a écrit a son sujet dans les registres des défunts
du monastere: "Le 24e jour du mois de décembre 1898, le pére Charbel,
l'ermite de Bekaa Kafra, est décédé aprés avoir subi une attaque d'apoplexie
et regu les sacrements des agonisants. Il a été enterré dans le cimetiere
du monastere. Il avait soixante-huit ans. Ce que Dieu accomplira apres sa mort
sera une preuve suffisante de son comportement exemplaire dans l'observance
de ses vaeux, a un degré tel que I'on pourra dire que son obéissance était angélique
et non humaine.

Quelque mois aprés sa mort, on commence a constater des prodiges.
De nombreux moines jurent de voir la nuit la tombe de Charbel , illuminée par
des lumieres non naturelles; c’est ainsi qu’un jour on ouvre la tombe et on retrouve
intact son corps, avec la température corporelle d’un homme en vie. Et ceci arrivera
deux autres fois; lorsqu’on ouvrira de nouveau la tombe on constatera que le corps
suinte un mélange de sang et d'eau.

Durant la derniére reconnaissance, en 1950,0n constate que son visage reste
imprimé sur un tissu et on assiste a de nombreuses guérisons instantanées
parmi les personnes présentes. Aussitét se répand la renommée de sainteté
de ce petit moine silencieux qui commence a étre invoqué et, par son intercession,
des guérisons miraculeuses se multiplient.

L’Eglise n’a plus de doutes; et c’est SS Paul VI qui le béatifie et ensuite le canonise.
Il évoque sa figure en ces termes: «ll peut nous faire comprendre, dans un monde
fasciné par le confort et la richesse, la grande valeur de la pauvreté, de la pénitence
et de [l'ascétisme, pour libérer I'dame dans son ascension vers Dieu».
Apres sa béatification, le corps du Frere Charbel n’a plus suinté de liquide.
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Problemson hold

US media defies ban

Youssef Sidhom

The whole world has keenly followed the case which
South Africa filed against Israel with the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) on 29 December 2023. South Africa
argued that Israel is breaching the UN convention on
genocide by “killing Palestinians in Gaza, causing them
serious bodily and mental harm, and inflicting on them
conditions of life calculated to bring about their physical
destruction”. The first response from ICJ came in an epic
session on Friday 26 January; it was remarkable that 1CJ
put Israel in the dock, not succumbing to Isragli-Western
pressures. ICJordered Israel to take action to prevent acts
of genocide as it wages war against Hamas militants in
the Gaza Strip. The court ordered Israel to refrain from
any acts that could fall under the Genocide Convention
and to ensure its troops commit no genocidal acts in
Gaza, and to take immediate and effective measures to
ensure the provision of humanitarian aid to civilians in
Gaza. Thereby, thelCJhasruled that it hasjurisdiction to
consider the case filed by South Africa against Israel, and
has rejected Isragl’s request for the case to be dismissed.
In this context, ICJ ordered Isragl to submit within one
month areport of all measurestakeninlinewith itsorder.

Aswe await the aftermath of the ICJruling, | carry on
following and reporting on videos or written articles—
which | see as testimonies—that come my way from the
Western World, expressing recognition of and solidarity
with the rights of the Palegtinians, especially those
that come from persons living in the US or Europe.
Let me point out that such testimonies are in fact acts
of defiance against a vicious ban on solidarity with
Palestinians, imposed by the administrations of these
countries on media outlets, politicians and public figures.
To say nothing of public or private threats against those
who voice support for Palestinian rights, or condemn
the crimes committed by Isragl in Gaza | will present
here one of those testimonies: video footage that sends
a cry for help launched by a young man rallying for a
documentary produced by Netflix. The young man says:

“Fellow supporters of Palesting your service and your
support is urgently needed right now. Netflix just today
started streaming a Palestinian movie called “Farhd’. It's
set in 1948 and follows the story of a Palestinian girl before
and during the “Nakba’ or catastrophe, when Zionist forces
began ethnically cdeansing Palesting, in order to establish
the State of Isradl that exists today. “ Thisis a huge deal for
Palegtinians, this is a very rare opportunity to have such a
historically accurate depiction of what actually happened to
Palegtinians when the State of srael was established. Based
on atrue gory, it was directed by Darin Sdllam, and it is
Jordan’s official submission to the Oscars for 2023. And
I'm gonna get sraight to what is needed from you. There
aretwo requests. number 1, go support and watch the movie
on Netflix... Spare an hour and a half and give yourself an
opportunity to learn what it was like for Palestinians during
the “Nakba”. This is the first time the truth of what happened
to Palestinians during 1948 is being broadcasted herein the
Wedt, so go watchit.

“Number 2, not surprisingly, Isradlis and anti-
Palestinians are protesting the film and condemning
Netflix for inaccurately showing Israeli soldiers and
Palestinian family. They're literally organising online
smear campaigns to give the movie really bad reviews
and super low ratings all over the Internet, especially on
IMDb, which is a big deal for the film industry in hopes
of sabotaging the movie’s reputation. The film’s being
attacked by Israeli government officials, by Israeli social
media influencers, harassing and threatening the director
of the movie and the team... So we need to do our part
and combat all that mess. We are not letting them ruin
this one opportunity that we have to share our story... So
we need you to go to imdb.com.. and write a review for
the movie. These reviews need to act as the ultimate hype
man for this movie.. And then you need to go to Google
reviews and give a thumbs up there aswell... This hasto
be done. We cannot let them win this battle. This movie
could have smaoothly just been streamed and enjoyed by
Palestinians and supporters of Palestine, but no, they
wanted to get wild. OK, let's get started, if they want to
dance let's shakeit...

“People dways ask mewhat can | do to support Palestine?
Thisiswhat you can do right now. You can help ussharethe
story of Palegtineright now. Sogo doit.”

As for the current war raging in Gaza, the point
of contention is, why did Hamas wage its attack on
7 October 2023? Video footage | recently received
answers this question very accurately: “US media almost
never report that Palestinians in the West Bank and
Gaza are living under military occupation. Every day,
Isradli soldiers invade Palestinian towns and villages,
abduct men, women and children, beat them, and
control their lives and movement. Nearly every week
Israeli forces demolish Palestinian homes, destroy their
crops, confiscate Palestinian land, shell Gaza and kill
Palestinians. While Israeli deaths in the conflict are
reported by US media, Palestinian deaths which occur far
more often, are usually ignored. Much emphasisis placed
onrocket attacksfrom Gaza, whilereportsrarely mention
that these attacks are in response to Isragli violence and
have killed atotal of about 30 Israelis, this compared to
the more than 4000 Palestinians who have been killed
inlsradi air strikes. Additionally, US news organisations
don’t report the history of the conflict, or the power of the
Israeli lobby to procure over USD10 million per day of
American tax money.

“Under international law, these are the Palestinian
occupied territories. They are not part of Israel. These
are foreign soldiers invading other peopl€'s land. Those
who get in the soldiers way are beaten daily, abducted
daily, injured daily, terrorised daily. These are people on
their own land, losing their homes, property and farms,
being confiscated by a foreign nation. They take part in
unarmed, nonviolent protests against the foreign army...
“Sincethe Six-day-war in 1967, almost 50,000 Palestinian
homes have been demolished. Isradli authorities say some
homes built close to the separation fence are a security
risk and have to be destroyed. And these are over and
above the homes destroyed by Israeli air strikes on
Gaza: 116,000 family homes destroyed or damaged, 216
schools, 67 hospitals and clinics. Gazds almost 2 million
men, women and children trapped in what many have

called the “world's largest open-air prison™”.

With the aim of developing Wadi Degla
Reserve in a sendtive manner to make it
more vistor-friendly, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed between
the Minigtry of Environment, represented by
the Environmental Affairs Agency, and Met
Party Foods Company, an Egyptian company
that is one of Wadi Degla Group companies.

The dgning was atended by Egypt's
Environment Minister Yasmine Fouad,
and Chairman of Wadi Degla Group,
Boutros Sami. Ali Abu-Senna, CEO of the
Environmental Affairs Agency, and Nadim
Mgid Sami, Chairman of Met Party Foods

“Thestrategy of theEnvironment L jllian Nabil
based

Ministry,” Dr Fouad said, “is

on preserving, and sustainably
developing nature reserves in Egypt without
compromising or damaging them. The aim
is that they become tourist destinations” She
said the Ministry encourages private sector
collaboration in that regard.

Dr Fouad pointed out that Wadi Degla
Reserve is among the important Stes that
contribute to the soundness of the ecosystem
of Cairo. Its natural resources, she explained,
is condituted by its unique geological
formation of plateaus interspersed with a
group of valley tributaries that flow directly

— &

into the main valley, Wadi Degla—
“wadi” isliteral for “valley”.

The Wadi Degla area is located some
18km southeast Cairo, and was designated
a nature reserve in 1999. A mere 15
minutes drive from the Cairo southern
suburb of Maadi, the nature reserve
stretches over some 60 square kilometres,
extending east to west and rising to meet
the Eastern Desert mountains. The Wadi
runs through limestone terrain that had
been in a marine environment during the
Eocene Epoch some 60 million years ago,
cutting into a deep winding canyon. In a
few spots, the floodwater which carved
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the rocks into spectacular shapes may
be found. Many fossils exist in the rock
formations, also scattered patches of
petrified wood may be found.

The rugged valley contains an ephemeral
plant cover that is considered the cornerstone
of the ecosystem in the reserve. It features
a wide variety of bird and animal life that
includes deer, hares red foxes reptiles
Egyptian turtles, twelve species of resident
and migrant birds and 64 kinds of plants.

Wadi Degla boasts more than 100km of
mountain biking and hiking trails through
some spectacular diff ledges, plateaus, and

canyons.

Company, signed the MoU.

Solid waste disposal at 10 million euros

Coinciding with the National Environment Day 2024, Egypt's
Minigter of Environment Yasmine Fouad joined Mgor Genera
Ashraf a-Daoudi, Governor of Qena some 575km south of Cairo,
to lay two foundation stones for plants concerned with disposal
of rura solid waste. One was for a mechanical and biological
trestment plant to recycle solid waste, the other for a sanitary
landfill in the region of Quos, Qena.

The project which falls under the Ministry’s Egyptian National
Solid Waste Management Programme (NSWMP), costs
some 10 million euros, and is being executed in cooperation
with development partners that incude the EU, the German
Development Bank (KFW), and the Swiss Cooperation Authority
(SECO). Representatives of the development partners attended the
laying of the foundation stone ceremony.

Dr Fouad stressed that Egypt is taking serious steps towards
sudtaingble waste management, through cooperation with
development partners. This, she confirmed, is in line with the
directives of the political leadership. She aso pointed out to the
global growing interest in the issue of climate change and to
Egypt's diligent efforts in this regard. This
includes linking the reduction of global
warming emissons to the integrated and
safe management of waste through recycling,
trestment, and safe disposal, she explained.

During the ceremony of laying the
foundation stone, a detailed presentation was
given about the project and the measures of
itsimplementations. The criteria for sdecting
the landfill site were reviewed in accordance
with national and international standards
The project consgts of three burial cells that
include all the infrastructure requirements, in
proportion to the volume of waste expected
in the future, and the standards for protecting
the surrounding environment, including
how to maintain the safety of the soil, the
management of the water use system, and the
control and monitoring system.

The sanitary landfill project is located
about 13km from the city of Quos outsde
the residential area It aims to safdly dispose
of local solid waste after tregting it in order to

preserve the health and hygiene of people and the environment. It
conggts of three burial cells evaporation lakes, aweighing scale, a
tirewashing unit, and administrative buildings. Thetotal capacity of
the landfill is 1.3 million cubic metres, equivalent to a virtual life of
approximately 15 years, and the landfill can be extended to a height
of 510- metre, which increases the life of the first cell to 7 years.

The Minister of Environment said that the biological and
mechanical treatment plant project in Quos stretches over an
area of 18 feddans [one feddan equals 4,200 square metreg,
and has the capacity to deal with 450 tons per day, meeting
the needs of the governorate of Qena until the year 2040. The
plant includes an integrated line that consists of three parts.
a system for sorting and retrieving waste for recycling; an
organic fertiliser production system (compost); and a system for
producing energy alternatives for use in cement factories. The
waste generated from the Quos region and neighbouring cities
will be transferred to the factory for treatment, and the rejected
waste will be transferred to the sanitary landfill.

According to the Minigter of the Environment the establishment
of the treatment and recycling plant and the sanitary landfill in

Quos answers environmental, economic and socia needs through
tregting, recycdling and burying waste safely, and accordingly
reducing pollution by improving the quality of air, water and soil
in the region. This, she explained, would reflect on public health
and the preservation of natural resources and would result in
increasing the conversion rate to reach 85 per cent, in accordance
with the Egyptian Code of Design Principles and |mplementation
Conditionsfor Waste Management Systems. It would al so positively
reflect on extending the life of sanitary landfills.

Speaking of the economic dimension, Dr Fouad said the
waste would be recycled and used in other industries, and
energy will be generated by producing alternative fuels;
this should reduce reliance on fossi| fuels. In addition to the
production of organic fertilisers.

The project, Dr Fouad said, answersasocial dimensiontoo, snce
it helps create new job opportunities. Since its inception in 2019
NSWMP has helped provide 800 job opportunities.

In addition to the development partners, the Quos project is
being implemented in cooperation with the palitical leadership,
the Cabinet and with a great contribution
from the Ministry of Local Development,
Dr Fouad said.

The Quos project comes as part of
the Statés plan to develop local solid
waste management systems in various
governorates, with an eye to improving the
level of service and public hygiene. It comes
within the framework of establishing the
infrastructure for the waste management
system, including recycling factories,
intermediate stations, and sanitary landfills
in the four governorates located within the
scope of work of NSWMP: Qenaand Assiut
in the south, and Gharbiya and Kafr al-
Sheikh in the Nile Delta. Dr Fouad pointed
out that NSWMP is also targeting to change
the peopl€s culture towards dealing with
waste.

NSWMP has been active since 2019, and
has achieved a lot on the grounds, especialy
after the Waste Law was passed in 2020, the
Minigter said.

L.N.
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