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As we celebrate
the Nativity of Christ

We have lived through many Christmases during

We pray for peace

Youssef Sidhom

We pray with undying hope that the Lord Almighty

which that glorious feast of the Nativity of Christ
was infused with joy and delight, as festive prayers
in churches celebrated the birth of Jesus the Saviour. There were
other years when Christmas coincided with hard events and painful
experiences on the personal, family, community, nation, or global
levels. This undoubtedly cast shadows over the normally joyful
celebrations. But it was never cause to replace the joy with sadness
or despair; the Glorious Nativity of Christ has always upheld love and
peace, and has always bestowed comfort, faith and hope.

Comfort, faith and hope... We hold on to these this Christmas aswe
share the pain experienced by families, brothers, and sisters who have
gone or are going through difficult circumstances. We especially hold
on to them in solidarity with the Palestinians who have been harshly
suffering for three months now from the terrible war in Gaza. This
war and its shattering consequences on Gazd's people have shaken the
consciences of the peoples of the world but alas, not its governments.

generous compensation for the long hard years of abuse, displacement
and deprivation.

Amid these sad circumstances, and in solidarity with the Churches
in Bethlehem and Jerusalem which, in an act of support for the
Palestinian people, have replaced this Christmas'straditional Nativity
scene of the ‘Baby in the manger’ with a ‘Baby under the rubblé€, |
launch acall to pray for peace in the world.

Instead of extending best wishesfor ahappy Christmas, | call on His
Holiness Pope Tawadros |1, Patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church;
and all metropolitans, bishopsand clergy tojoinin praying for peace. |
also extend this call for prayer to the heads, pastors and congregations
of Catholic and Evangelical Churches. | pray that our Heavenly Father
extends His tender healing Hand over every person who is suffering,
and | pray that the L ord protects our Egypt and keepsit from all harm.

would rescue them from the war horrors and atrocities,
and lead them to a future of healed wounds and

"The Oy Gegottn Som, Who' nthe Gosom o te Fdher,He i de

My Beloved, the Blessed Children of the Holy Church,

It is with great joy that | wish you a blessed Feast of the
Nativity of our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Christ, Who
made Himself of no reputation and took our human nature for
our salvation.

This year we are celebrating the Feast of the Nativity for
two days: the original date of the Feast of the Nativity on
the 29th of Kiahk which thisyear is Monday 8 January, and
additional day of celebration on 28th of Kiahk, which is
Sunday 7 January.

The joy of Christ's wondrous birth made the angels praise,
“Gloryto God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men!” (Like 2:14). Likewise, may our Lord grant us
a spiritual celebration and fill our hearts and homes with
the heavenly joy, which no one can take away from us. To
everyone facing any difficulty, may our Good Lord, the Giver

Metropolitan Serapion

ated i

of His maidservant; for behold, henceforth all generations
will call me blessed. For He who is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is His name. And His mercy is on
those who fear Him from generation to generation.” (Luke 1:
4650-). Likewise, we also express this joy when we sing in
the Divine Liturgy and pray, “ Regoice, O Mary, handmaiden
and mother, for the angels praise Him who isin your arms,
and the cherubim worthily worship Him; the seraphim too,
without ceasing.”

* Also, the righteous man, St Joseph the Carpenter, whom
God entrusted to care for the Holy Virgin and Baby Jesus,
regjoiced over the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Initialy,
Joseph doubted St Mary, and “beinga just man, and not
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put
her away secretly’ (Matt 1:19). But God revealed to him the
mystery of the divine conception when the angel appeared

to him in a dream and told him, “Joseph, son of David, do

of joy, fill their hearts and ours with joy.

As we are currently witnessing many wars and conflicts, we pray that the King
of Peace would bestow on the entire world His divine peace, which surpasses all
understanding.

Originally God created man in His image and placed him in the Garden of
Eden. God blessed Adam, used to talk to him, and Adam saw God. However,
after the Fall, man lost the ability to see God. Thisisevident in Adam’s action
when he and his wife heard the sound of the Lord: they hid themselves from
the Lord's presence among the trees of the garden (Gen 3:8). Moses asked to
see God, but the Lord told him, “ You cannot see My face; for no man shall see
Me, and live” (Ex. 33:20). Truly (Indeed), the Holy Bible tells usthat, “ No one
has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has declared Him" (John 1:18), because “The Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten
of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

Through the glorious Nativity, the heavens were opened and the dream of Jacob's
Ladder was fulfilled. Therefore, peace and joy prevailed over all who saw the Divine
Babe of Bethlehem.

* When the angel appeared to the shepherds, he told them, “ Do not be afraid,
for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For
there is born to you this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2: 1011-). The shepherds were overjoyed with the glad tidings and
came to Bethlehem, “with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe
lying in a manger” (Luke 2:16). After their encounter, “ The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it
was told them” (Luke 2:20).

¢ The wise men came from the East to Jerusalem to behold the Lord Jesus, and
they inquired, “ Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have
seen His star in the East and have come to worship Himi” (Matt 2:2). When they
were informed that He was in Bethlehem, they went and behold, the star which
they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where
the young Child was. The Holy Bible tells us that, “ When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. And when they had come into the house, they
saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshipped Him.
And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh” (Matt 2:1011-).

¢ Joyfulness began from the moment of our Lord Jesus Christ’s conception.
When Archangel Gabriel came with the annunciation to the Holy Virgin Mary, she
regjoiced and said, “ Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according
to your word” (Luke 1:38). Later, when she went to visit Elizabeth, she joyoudy
praised God with very deep words and said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and
my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour. For He has regarded the lowly state
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not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which
isconceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring
forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from
their sing’ (Matt 1:2021-).

* Elizabeth rejoiced when our Lord Jesus blessed her house when He was still in
the Holy Virgin’s womb. Being filled with the Holy Spirit, she spoke with a loud
voice saying, “’'Blessed are you among women, and blessed isthe fruit of your
womb! But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to
me?” (Luke 1: 42 s-23).

* While still in his mother’s womb, St John the Baptist leaped with joy when he met
our Lord Jesus, who was also in Hismother'swomb. St Elizabeth said, “ For indeed, as
soon asthe voice of your greeting sounded inmy ears, the babe leaped in my womb for
Jjoy” (Luke 1:44). This was a fulfillment of the angel’s words to his father Zacharias,
“He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:15).

* As for the Apostles, their life with Christ and their discipleship to Him brought
themjoy, as St John said, “ That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that
you also may have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship iswith the Father and
with His Son Jesus Christ” (1John 1:3).

Yet, not all who saw the Lord rejoiced. The scribes and the Pharisees saw the
Lord in the flesh, but were unhappy. In fact, they wanted Him crucified. Therefore,
St Ambrose explained that we must differentiate between the vison of the
Apostlesto the Lord as opposed to that of the Jews. Whilethe Apostles saw Christ
in a spiritual manner, the Jews could not see Him beyond the flesh. St Ambrose
mentioned what the Lord said about Abraham, as an example of those with a
spiritual vision of Christ, “ Your father Abrahamrejoiced to see My day, and he
saw it and was glad” (Jn 8:56). Therefore, St Ambrose reminds usthat “ When we
see the Lord, we see Emmanuel and realise that God iswith us. But he, who
does not see God with him, has not known the Baby born from Mary.”

My Beloved,

Let usrgoice in the birth of our Lord Jesus. When we meet and see the Lord
Jesus, we will have great joy. But how do we see the Lord?

1 Through purity of heart, for “ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see
God” (Matt 5:8).

2. By serving the needy, because “Assuredly, | say to you, inasmuch as you
did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did to M€’ (Matt 25:40).

Let us pray that our Lord may bestow upon us purity of heart and holy zeal so we
can serve every needy person.

Let us pray for the peace of the Holy Church and for our beloved father, H.H.
Pope Tawadros 1.

His Eminence Metropolitan Serapion is Metropolitan
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Los Angeles (www.lacopts.org).

Coptic ¥Nuseum's Christmas:
Wondexful \Rivth Story

Sanaa’ Farouk  “A Wonderful Birth Story”, an exhibition of items that
centre on the Nativity of Christ, is currently being held at
the Coptic Museum in Cairo. The exhibition opened on
23 December 2023 by Moemen Othman, Head of the Museums Sector at the

Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, and runs for one month.

The opening was attended by prominent figures in the field of antiquities
and Coptic archaeology, as well as members of the clergy of the Coptic
Orthodox Church.

The exhibition showcases 13 artefacts including manuscripts, icons, as well as
textile, metalwork, and woodwork; they all shed light on rare and different scenes
from the Nativity of Christ.

The singular collection boasts a 17th-century icon representing Archangel
Gabriel announcing to the Holy Virgin that she would give birth to Jesus Christ;
a 17th-century manuscript of the Four Gospels in Arabic; a 7th-century bronze
incense burner with inscriptions representing various events in the life of Jesus
Chrigt, including scenes of the Annunciation and Nativity; and an Arabic
language manuscript of the Coptic Synaxarium which lists daily readings of
saints, martyrs, fasts, and feasts.

The collection also includes a rare icon depicting various scenes from the life
of Saint Nicholas, known as Santa Claus, amanuscript containing praises for the
Holy Virgin; and a 6th - 7th century piece of Coptic textile depicting an angel
carrying awreath.

JSVever _forsaken

Chrigt is born! Let us glorify Him! Our Lord Jesus
Christ came to this world amid a time of oppression
and hardship when freedom was only a dream for the
down-trodden and hope was not a consolation for the
broken-hearted. In swaddling clothes, He wrapped us
in His light and His radiant face looked upon creation
with compassion. He smiled upon us and replenished
our hearts with joy: “My heart said to You, ‘Your
face, Lord, | will seek’” (Psalm 27:8). Hislife began and
ended with persecution, yet He dept through storms so
we may have His peace through adversities. He walked
on water that we may know the power of faith that
conquers fear. Heraised the dead that we may know that
He is the AImighty God. He forgave sins that we may
be renewed and restored. He died so that we may have
eternal life. He was born and called Emmanuel (Isaiah
7:14), meaning God with us, a seal of assurance that He
will never forsake us but will always be with us.

His Eminence
Metropolitan Youssef

Fear isanatural human reaction, but in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are valiant against all forces
of evil: “Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your
God, Heisthe One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you’ (Deuteronomy
31:6). Thus, we must always be joyful for His humble birth confirmed that happiness is found when
we love and trust God above all things and above all others for when the Word became flesh, fear
was discarded and replaced with love: “ There is no fear in love but perfect love casts out fear”
(2John 4:18). The supremacy of God's love and the measures He took to prove His unwavering
love are incomprehensible to our minds because His love is real and everlasting: “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Thus, the vanities and worries of the world have
no dominion over us because God's love dwells richly in the hearts of His children and engulfs
themin Hisglory.

People cling to things and to other people, positions, and possessions, but are soon forsaken by
them all. Do not be satisfied with the world’s standards and hope to attain favour with anyone for
selfish gain but rather strive to please God because the worldly look to themselves and measure
their sef-worth in frivolous matters more than they trust in God: “ Let your conduct be without
covetousness, be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, ‘1 will never
leave you nor forsake you™ (Hebrews 13:5). Know how precious you are to God, our heavenly
Father, who loves His children and implanted kindheartedness and resolve in you who believein
Him: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave theright to become children of God, to
those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13). Rejoice for you are sons and daughters of the only King
and He is mighty and merciful: “ When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will
take care of me’ (Psalm 27:10). Likewise, do not forsake Him, but rejoice in our Saviour’s hirth,
which commenced the first steps on the path of our salvation, and imitate even a single drop of
His love. His manger harboured His love for He is a humble God, and you will see Him in your
humility in the Bethlehem of your heart.

Another year has passed, and the world continues to unravel. Hatred and envy yielding to
hostilities and warfare have destroyed more than earthquakes, fires, hurricanes, and all ecological
catastrophes combined. Let us pray for peace throughout the world, peace within our families,
peace between spouses, peace among neighbors, peace in our churches, and inner peace. Let us
pray and ask for the intercession of our Lady the Mother of God, Saint Mary, and all the angels
and saints, that the Lord keep the life and standing of our honored father, His Holiness Pope
Tawadros |1, Pope and Patriarch of the Church of Alexandria and the See of St Mark, for many
years and peaceful times. Let us praise with the angels and say wholeheartedly: “ Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14).

God bless you and bless this new year with His peace, love, and goodness.

His Eminence Metropolitan Youssef is Metropolitan
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States (suscopts.org).
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[cone de la Nativité, école Novgorod, Russie, XV siécle

L’:’Eg[ise copte célébre aujoun{’ﬁui [afe‘te de [a Nativité du Christ.

A cette occasion nous yrésentons cette icone et cette méditation

a}:}arofom{zssant (e sens de ce gmmf événement qui a cﬁange
(e cours de PHistoire.

L’icéne de la Nativité du Christ nous plonge aux sources de la féte
liturgique de Noél. Riche de sens, elle rassemble des événements
multiples décrits dans les récits de I'enfance des Evangiles
de Matthieu (2,1-12) et de Luc (2,1-20). Ces événements se superposent,
les personnages se croisent et se rencontrent autour de la personne
centrale qu’est le Verbe fait chair.

Le prologue de saint Jean lie la venue en ce monde du Verbe avec
la lumiere. “Ce qui fut en lui était la vie, et la vie était la lumiere
des hommes, et la lumiere luit dans les ténebres et les ténebres
ne l'ont pas saisie” (Jn 1,4-5). L'obscurité de la grotte au centre
de licéne contraste avec la Ilumineuse naissance de [I'Enfant.
Déja le mystere de la Nativité renvoie a celui de Paques. La grotte
obscure symbolise la désespérance totale, les ténébres desquelles
le Christ nous libere par sa mort et sa résurrection. Les langes
qui enveloppent 'Enfant sont des bandelettes de linceul et le berceau
dans lequel il est couché est un tombeau. Sa naissance annonce déja
ce pourquoi il est venu parmi nous!

Marie occupe une grande place dans l'icbne. Couchée sur un lit
de type hamac, utilisé par les juifs de son temps lors de leur déplacement,
elle est disproportionnée par rapport aux autres personnages.
Elle a le dos tourné a Jésus et semble s’en désintéresser. Pourquoi?
Parce que Marie médite en son cceur tous ces événements et envisage
déja le mystere de vie et de mort de son fils. Elle ne garde pas son enfant
pour elle, mais I'offre pour la vie du monde.Elle I'a mis au monde pour
le salut du genre humain, afin de révéler la grande gloire de Dieu.
Sa joie est un dépassement de la fierté maternelle qui est un sentiment
bien naturel mais encore trop humain.La dignité de la Mére de Dieu
est encore soulignée par les broderies en or, et surtout par les étoiles
disposées sur la téte et les épaules et qui signifient sa virginité avant,
pendant et aprés la naissance de son fils divin.

Joseph, au bas de l'icbne a gauche, est représenté dans une posture
songeuse. Il médite également ce grand mystere et semble submergé
par cette naissance qu'il n’avait pas envisagée. Le personnage en face
de lui est énigmatique. Certains linterprétent comme étant le diable
déguisé en berger, venu le tenter au moment de son tourment.
Seules les consignes de I'ange regues dans un songe, lumiére venue
d’en-haut, I'éclaireront sur son réle dans le dessein divin (Mt 1,18-25).

Les mages arrivent de loin guidés par I'Etoile. lls sont en mouvement
sur leurs chevaux, manteaux au vent. Ces riches savants venus
de I'Orient portent la quéte de I'humanité. Leur longue recherche
de la lumiere véritable les conduit vers cet Enfant nouveau-né devant
lequel ils se prosternent.

Les anges, en-haut de l'icbne, représentent deux groupes: les uns,
adorateurs devant le Fils de Dieu devenu fils d’homme et les autres,
annonciateurs. Sur «l'icbne de Novgorod», un seul ange éveille
les bergers dans la nuit pour les inviter a visiter Celui qui s’est fait pauvre
comme eux et a se laisser envelopper de Sa Lumieére.

Le rayon de lumiere jaillissant du Ciel et se divisant en trois rayons,

exprime la Présence du Pére et de I'Esprit dans ce mystere de I'lncamation.
Le Dieu Trois fois Saint s’unit dans ce mouvement du Verbe qui devient
partie intégrante de I'humanité.

Le bceuf et I'dne qui entourent Jésus dans la grotte sont le fruit
des écrits apocryphes. Certaines interprétations y ont vu le peuple juif
et le peuple paien.

La scéne du bain, au bas de l'icbne a droite, est d’origine culturelle.
Deux femmes, 'une &gée tient le nouveau-né et l'autre plus jeune
verse de l'eau dans le bassin. Cette scene met en relief 'humanité
du Christ. Ayant pris notre nature humaine, il en a expérimenté
les besoins inhérents. |

En parcourant les scénes de I'Evangile a travers la contemplation
de cette icéne, nous entrons davantage dans le grand mystere
de la venue de Jésus en notre humanité. Le Veerbe est la Lumiére véritable
qui éclaire tout homme, nous dit I'évangéliste Jean (1, 9).

Les icénes de la tradition orientale de I'Eglise nous placent d'emblée
dans l'atmosphére de la féte de Noél. Il y regne une telle paix,
une telle harmonie; tout est en féte, c'est-a-dire dans la joie. Les astres
rayonnent dans les cieux, les rochers s'ouvrent pour accueillir
leur Créateur, les animaux sont pacifiés, les bergers partagent leur joie
avec les anges, les mages galopent joyeusement vers la découverte
de la Vérité révélée par I'étoile. Tout baigne dans la Ilumiere,
une lumiere d'un éclat tout particulier. Méme s'il marque son icéne
des fruits de sa méditation et de sa contemplation, l'iconographe
est trés fidele a I'esprit de I'Evangile

L’Orient transparait dans I'ordre liturgique des célébrations: le Christ
nait dans les ténebres d’un monde incrédule symbolisée par la présence
abondante de montagnes aux crétes déchiquetées dans l'icéne.

L’icéne de la Nativité offre deux aspects: celle de 'essence méme
de la féte, autour de I'Incarnation réelle de Dieu et en quoi cet événement
va bouleverser le monde créé.

L’Incarnation de Dieu donne a l'univers un sens nouveau qui est le but
et la raison d’étre de son existence : sa transfiguration a venir.

En cette féte de Noél, prenons le temps de méditer les racines profondes .

de l'espérance qu’apporte le Christ. En se faisant I'un de nous,
en parcourant nos routes, en portant nos ténebres pour les vaincre par
sa mort et sa résurrection, il a manifesté pour toujours I'’Amour infini
et miséricordieux du Peére éternel de qui tout vient et vers qui tout
s’achemine.

Une telle espérance est source de lumiere,de paix et de joie profondes!
Comme le Fils de Dieu est venu parmi nous, de méme le Fils
de 'Homme, Jésus ne peut étre enfermé dans les ténebres d'une grotte.
Il sera lumiere de Paques.Si le Christ est descendu du ciel jusqu'au
creux de la terre et plus tard méme jusqu'au fond de I'enfer, c'est pour
que nous ressuscitions avec Lui ! Avec la féte de Noél, une grande joie
nous envahit, comme les mages et les bergers ; rien ne peut nous retirer
cette joie, car "Dieu est avec nous "!"
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