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Il était une

Ily a 800 ans, en décembre 1223, Francois d’Assise décide
de mettre en ceuvre la premiere créche vivante.

Il choisit une grotte distante de quelques kilometres
du village de Greccio pour y installer un bébé dans
une creche remplie de paille, un beeuf et un dne lui tenant
compagnie. La nouvelle se répand au bourg proche
et les villageois arrivent avec lumieres et cierges.

A I’occasion du 800eme anniversaire de cette toute
premiéere créeche vivante, deux livres ont été publiés.

L’EgliseoélébreraéAbéloetévénemertmajéurquiestuneoocasbn
missionnaire exceptionnelle, car la créche sera accueillie
dans les foyers et les églises du monde entier. 800 ans que la creche
manifeste la présence de Dieu parmi les hommes, qu'elle proclame
qu’un sauveur nous est né, qu'elle rappelle le vrai sens de Noél:
«Aujourd’hui, dans la ville de David, vous est né un Sauveur
qui est le Christ, le Seigneur». (Lc 2, 11)

Deux livres: «La créche et les santons» et «Santons en choeur»
ont été rédigés par Juliette Levivier, journaliste frangaise
et auteur. lls permettent d’approfondir cette tradition de la creche,
qui est une catéchése a elle toute seule. Partout, elle délivre
discretement son message: Dieu nous aime tellement qu'il a envoyé
son fils unique pour nous sauver.

Dans la dynamique de la nouvelle évangélisation, ces deux
ouvrages remettent Jésus au centre de la creche et au cceur
du monde. Fondés sur la parole de Dieu et illustrés de santons
provengauyx, ils tentent de nous transmettre la gréce de Noél.
«Pourquoi la creche suscite-t-elle tant d’émerveillement
et nous émeut-elle? Tout d’abord parce qu’elle manifeste
la tendresse de Dieu», a écrit le pape Frangois (Lettre
apostolique Admirabile signum, 3).

Les santons évoquent tous ceux qui, depuis la Nativite,
vont avec confiance vers Marie, vers Jésus, pour leur confier
leurs joies, leurs difficultés, et remettre leurs vies entre
leurs mains. lls représentent les chrétiens de tous les temps,
de tous les pays qui, en Jésus, forment un seul peuple.
Chaque santon a quelque chose a nous apprendre, chacun
a sa fagon de vivre et de prier, son chemin de sainteté,
chacun vit sa foi selon la grace qui lui est donnée.

Ces livres nous invitent, avec simplicité, a refléter
«quelque chosex» du Christ, a le suivre, a le servir selon notre
vocation, en déployant la grace de notre baptéme.

A noter a cet égard que l'histoire de la créeche a comme

protagoniste un grand saint italien: Saint Francois d’Assise.
On est en 1223 a Greccio, un petit village & Rieti.

Saint Francgois, arrivant probablement de Rome
ou le pape avait confirmé la regle franciscaine,
s’arréta dans le village ou habitait Giovanni

Velita, ami et disciple du saint. Quand il vit
les grottes prés de Greccio, il se souvint
d’une image: Bethléem, qu’il avait visitée
lors de son voyage en Terre Sainte et,
en particulier, les grottes ou Jésus était né.

Saint Frangois d’Assise est un des saints
les plus aimés et les plus vénérés de I'Eglise
catholique étant proche des pauvres. Il fut inspiré
de mener une vie chrétienne d'austérité comme
prédicateur itinérant. Il se soucia d’annoncer
les messages de joie, d’espoir et d’amour
contenus dans la Bible et de porter la paix
aux gens et a toute la Création. Aprés
sa mort, I'Eglise le reconnait comme
«Ssaint», c’est-a-dire comme un homme
dont les vertus peuvent étre un exemple
pour tous : aimable, pacifique, pieux,
humble, fratemel, juste. Depuis le 13éme
siecle, des milliers d’hommes et
de femmes (la famille franciscaine)
suivent ses traces en se laissant
inspirer par son style de vie.
C’est donc dire que méme huit
siecles plus tard, Frangois d’Assise
a encore quelque chose a dire a nos
sociétés a travers des hommes,
des femmes, a travers nous.

Frappé par les scenes des mosaiques

qui représentaient la Nativité dans la Basilique de Sainte-Marie-
Majeure a Rome, Saint Francois éprouva le grand
) désir de «représenter 'Enfant né a Bethléem, et voir

- B N avec les yeux du corps, les souffrances dans lesquelles
# S il s’est trouvé par manque du nécessaire pour

notamment sous linfluence de Claire d’Assise et des prédicateurs
franciscains, surtout dans les oratoires franciscains en Provence
et en ltalie, sous forme de creches vivantes mais aussi
de creches fabriquées avec des santons, des figurines en bois

% un nouveau-né, lorsqu’il était couché dans
Nooun berceau sur la paille entre le bceuf et I'dnex
\\  Quinze jours avant Noél il exprima ce souhait
et demanda de l'aide a Monsieur Giovanni
|| Velita pour installer la premiere créche de ['histoire.
\ Le décor et la réalisation furent simples:
J une grotte, une mangeoire, un boeuf et un éne
qui furent conduits sur place. Le 25 décembre,
autour de cette scéne, se réunirent
moines, hommes et femmes de la zone
en amenant fleurs et flambeaux. L histoire
de la creche commenga donc avec
une creche vivante, faite de fidéles en chair
et en os qui célébraient ensemble
la pauvreté de Dieu fait Homme.
Sur cette créche, qui signifie mangeoire,
fut célébrée I'eucharistie par un prétre
qui se trouvait dans l'audience —
Saint Frangois avait choisi de rester
diacre.

L’originalité de Frangois d’Assise
est d'avoir célébré une creche vivante
dans un cadre naturel plus évocateur,
en associant les villageois de Greccio,
qui ont pu expérimenter la «Nativité »
et avoir limpression d’incarner
les personnages des écrits bibliques.

ou en terre cuite et qui pouvaient étre exposées plus longtemps.
Les santons de Provence sont de petites figurines en argile,
tres colorées, représentant, dans la creche de Noél, la scene
de la nativité (I'enfant Jésus, la Vierge Marie et saint Joseph,
avec I'dne et le boeuf censés réchauffer I'enfant avec leur
souffle), les Rois Mages et les bergers, ainsi que toute
une série de petits personnages, figurant les habitants
d’'un village provengal et leurs métiers traditionnels.
Tout ce petit monde, chacun muni de son présent pour
I'enfant Jésus, fait route a travers un paysage comportant
traditionnellement une colline, une riviere avec un pont,
et des oliviers (généralement représentés par du thym fleuri),
vers l'étable, surmontée de son étoile.

En plus de l'idée de la créche, que nous réalisons encore
aujourd’hui dans nos maisons, dans les églises, voire sur
notre lieu de travail, dans les écoles et sur les places
la tradition nous livre un miracle. On raconte en effet
que dans la mangeoire de la creche de Greccio apparut
réellement [I'Enfant Jésus et le moment vécu par
des personnes réunies devint source d’une grande joie.

Cette creche fut réalisée a la main par les sceurs du monastéere
de Bethléem. Les gens retournérent chez eux de ces lieux
profondément touchés. Saint Frangois fut apergu cette nuit-la
en train d’embrasser tendrement I'Enfant qui apparut dans
la mangeoire. Cette année, comme tous les ans, la créche
sera un signe de joie qui vient de [lintuition d’un grand

Petit a petit, la coutume se répand,

saint.
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Problemson hold

To boycott or not to hoycott

Youssef Sidhom

Ever since the Gaza war broke out on 7 October 2023
following the attack by Hamas against Israel, and the
vengeful retaliatory war by Israel against Palestinian
civilians, calls gained ground worldwide for peaceful
resistance against the diabolical Israeli war which
contravened humanitarian ethics and international
law. Calls to boycott Israeli brands and international
brands that support Israel through direct funding or
through percentages of profits transferred to Israel,
were launched in Egypt, and were met with wide
approbation by Egyptians who deeply empathised with
the Palestinian people. The positive response reflected
the Egyptian public's awareness of the political,
diplomatic and military intricacies that prescribe an
official cautious, shrewd response by the Egyptian
|eadership, ruling out a formal boycott, for the sake of
preserving Egypt’s national security. Egyptians sensed
that the responsibility of penalising Israel falls on the
Egyptian street itself through “ passive resistance’.

The first targets for the boycott calls against Israel
involved boycotting alarge collection of famous consumer
brands, including international food and beverage chains
for supporting and assisting Isradl. Opposing voices
arose claiming that the boycott in fact hits Egyptian-
owned companies that employ thousands of Egyptian
staff and workers;, these companies hold franchises
from international chains, binding them to pay small
percentages of their profits to the mother companies. This
being the fact, the argument went, the damage resulting
from the boycott would hit Egyptian investments and
hundreds of thousands of Egyptian employees who would
be forced into unemployment if the boycott persists.

The momentum of the boycott calls persisted, gaining
significant support from the Egyptian public, as flagrantly
revealed on social media. It showed strong patriotic sense
among Egyptians, and a growing aversion to buying and
consuming products the revenue of which supports Isradl.
Most opinion writerswho wrote about the matter appeared
to support the boycott; they analysed the pros and cons of
the boycott and concluded that the pros outweighed the
cons, affording strong justification for boycott. Let me here
present excerpts of what columnist Mohamed Salmawy
wrote in the daily State owned Al-Ahram during last
October and November, because it holds valid viewpoints
that warrant consideration.

Mr Salmawy wrote: “| am boycotting because battles are
not waged with guns alone, but also with money, support
and endorsement in the media and political forums. Israel
does not live only on its income but also on the aid it
receivesfrom governments and from private donations and
major companies.” Mr Salmawy mentioned a large group
of companies and brands that support Israel and have in
Egypt branches that carry their brands and promote their
products. “If the branches of those companies operating
in Egypt are owned by Egyptian capital,” Mr Salmawy
wrote, “why do they not donate to stop the shedding of
Palestinian blood, and to support them with various types
of humanitarian aid and relief?’

Egyptians have proved that they are more mature,
more loyal, and more responsible than those who oppose
the boycott calls, Mr Salmawy wrote. “ They continue to
boycott products of companies and brands that support
Israel, as the boycott opponents make their outdated
argument that this boycott is directed against Egyptian
goods made in Egypt by Egyptian hands” he wrote
stressing that they fall into a magjor error. “In exchange
for carrying foreign trademarks, these companies are
committed to transferring a percentage of their profits
to the parent companies abroad, and this contributes to
the donations and support that the parent companies
provide to Israel. Their claim that the boycott would be
detrimental to Egyptians working in these companies
is refuted by the fact that opportunities are available,
and the doors are open to move to the Egyptian product
and to encourage the national industry to accommodate
these employees,” Mr Salmawy wrote. In this context
let me point out that the quality of Syrian products now
on the market is as good as Egyptian products, and are
very much welcomed by Egyptian consumers.

According to Mr Salmawy, in Egypt we are not the
first to undertake boycotting Israel and the companies
that support it; since 2005 an organised movement in the
US and Europe has been calling for boycotting Israli
products and services in the economic, sports, cultural,
and academic fields, as well the international companies
that conspire with Israel in usurping Palestinian rights
and committing war crimes against humanity and the
Palestinian people for 70 years. “This is one sort of
the international boycott that warrants recording,” Mr
Salmawy wrote.

In this context, we must recall the companies that
manufacture cars and engineering equipment while
they endorse Israel, Mr Salmawy wrote, pointing out
that these companies promote their products to the
Egyptian market. He also mentioned some foreign
bankswhich own sharesin Israeli factoriesthat produce
weapons used in the bloody military operations against
Palestinians. “It is not right to keep dealing with these
companies within the Egyptian market, simply because
we are unaware of the role that they very consciously
play,” Mr Salmawy wrote,

I have one final remark that I wish to add to Mr
Salmawy’s opinion. In order for the boycott calls to bear
fruit and not to stumble before the saying that the Egyptian
product falls short of matching the specifications of its
foreign counterpart, particularly in pharmaceutical and
medical fields, Egyptian industry is required to provide
a good local alternative in order to encourage Egyptian
consumers to resort to the Egyptian substitute and go
along with the boycott.

| am very proud of the response of Egyptians to
the calls to boycott Israel and all that support it, and
| am very happy with the teamwork rallying towards
a patriotic target that these calls have created. The
momentum gained on the Egyptian street by the
boycott calls must be capitalised on in a different but
very important aspect. Why don't we redirect this
momentum for a public boycott to combat the spiralling
prices on the Egyptian market? This is a very urgent
issue which | intend to tackle in an upcoming editorial.

Tomorrow, Monday 18 December 2023, the official results of Egypt’s

presidential election will be announced.

The 2024 presidential election was contested by four candidates: incumbent
President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi; Farid Zahran, head of the Egyptian Democratic Social
Party; Abdel-Sanad Yamama, head of al-Ward Party; and Hazem Omar, head of the

Peopl€'s Republican Party.

Expatriate Egyptiansin 121 countries over the world had already cast their ballotson 1,
2, and 3 December at Egyptian embassies, consulates, and polling centres. The relevant

Coyptians choose
theiv president

Mariam Farouq

with balloting cards in Braille. For those with hearing disabilities, visual
guidelines and instructions were available.

Thedectionwasmonitored by theinternational coalition Nazahawhichincludes
54 membersfrom 34 European, African, and Arab countries. The commission monitoring the
balloting in Egypt congtituted 100 persons who included international monitors, interpreters,

adminigtrative coordinators, and persons running the operations room.

election committees have completed the vote counts and sent them to the National

Elections Authority (NEA) in Cairo.

Egypt, balloting took place on 10, 11, and 12 December in 11,631 polling centres,
Egyptian voters make up some 67 million. Some 15,000 judges supervised the polling.

NEA has ensured that balloting would be facilitated for all, providing online all
necessary information concerning the polling. The elderly and persons with disabilities
cast their ballots in ground-floor polling stations, and the visually impaired were provided

In addition to Nazaha, 14 international organisations and 62 local ones monitored the
election process which was followed by 185 local and international media outlets.

Among the public figures who cast their votes were leading figures in the Coptic
Orthodox Church: Pope Tawadros I1; and Anba Pachomius, Metropolitan of Beheira,

Matrouh, and Pentapolis, who is the eldest bishop in the Coptic Church. Despite his
illness and being confined to a wheelchair, he persevered in voting, and was driven

to the polling station. Seeing that, the judge at the polling station insisted on handing

can give back.”

him the voting card to mark while in his car. The Metropolitan told those who
appeared surprised at his resolve: “Egypt has given us so much; thisis the least we

Letter ko Anba Pachomius

This is my third letter to Your grace meant to
wish you all the best for so many blessed occasions,
starting with September 2nd which marks 33 years on
your consecration as Metropolitan; November 11th,
celebrating 61 years on your life as a monk; December
12th, the 52nd anniversary of your consecration as
bishop; and today, December 17th when the world was
graced with your birth 88 years ago. May Our Lord
grant you health and keep you for the Church for a
long time to come; and in my heart | ask Him to keep
you until the Second Coming.

You are indeed a pillar of the Church and of
monasticism, a true example of the early desert fathers,
many of whom the world was not worthy of. You have
served the Church faithfully in every possible way and
in all positions you occupied. Your valuable contribution
started with your service in Sunday School when you
were as young as 13 years and a few months old; that was
in 1949. Your servicein Sunday School took you to many
placesin Egypt, townsand villages, where you established
classes and youth meetings, and left an indelible effect
on a countless number of young men and women, many
of who later joined monastic life or were consecrated as
members of the clergy. Moving to Cairo in 1952 to pursue
your academic life as a student in Ain Shams University,
you seized the opportunity and became one of the main
founders of youth meetings in colleges, even as you
continued your service in the villages surrounding the
governorate of Giza.

The Lord saw in you, just as in St Paul, a chosen vessel
unto Him, to bear His name before all sorts of people.
Hence, your service crossed the borders of Egypt into
Sudan where you brought to the Good Shepherd many
lost souls; this was from 1967 to 1971. Tens of years
later, your Sudanese children everywhere still speak
with love and gratitude of you. Your amazing service
there has made you a pioneer and a great cornerstone
of the Coptic Orthodox Church in Africa. Only a few
months ago, a bishop currently serving in Africa told
me how he was blessed to meet you and speak with
you for almost an hour regarding his servicein Africa
Your Grace gave him valuable pieces of advice that
have acted for him as guidelines, thus proving that
no matter how weak the body is, the spirit is strong
and fervent, willing and ready to give to the very end.
When | personally asked you about this meeting only a
few days ago, you told me, and | here quote you exactly:

“This is the secret and greatness of our Church, Al-
Tasleem, that is the passing on of knowledge and
experience from one generation to the next. We make
a point to help upcoming generations.” It is then no
wonder that our Church has remained thriving and
young, and managed to defeat the hard power of the
times and persecution through its great tradition of Al-
Tasleem.

Therefore, my precious father, you continue to teach us
until thisvery day; and many of us, your spiritual children,
follow in your footsteps wherever we serve or work, be it
insideor outside Egypt. A shining exampleisHisHoliness
Pope Tawadros Il who was your disciple. You always
taught us through words and deeds. You planted in us the
love of and pridein our Church, respecting and remaining
steadfast in its traditions and services, and honouring its
founder, St Mark the Apostle. Your famous sentence,
“never ever upset or displease St Mark,” has always made
us keep an eye on this great Evangelist, making sure that
we never go astray from the Orthodox Christian Faith for
which he sacrificed his life.

You also brought us up on the love of our country and
the service of our communities. Only a few days ago,
you went to vote in Egypt’s 2024 Presidential election
despite your weak health. When | met you afterwards,
you again taught me the lesson, saying: “I did it out of
loyalty and devotion to Egypt, we live on the goodness
and blessings of this country.”

A few days before the election, | was honoured to talk

to various people in different churches, urging them
to be active and positive and to vote in the election.
I told them that we follow the example of our Lord
Jesus Christ who said “Render therefore unto Caesar
the things which are Caesar's; and unto God the
things that are God's;” as well as the example of our
father Metropolitan Pachomius who planted in us the
love God and the country. Indeed, you served this
country greatly during aturbulent time when you were
Acting Pope in 2012; you would not allow any foreign
interference or messing with the country’saffairs under
the guise of helping the Christian Copts. Your attitude
bespoke the patriotism of the Coptic Church and was
reminiscent of other great figures of the Church such
as Pope Peter VI, known as Botros Al-Gawly (1809-
1852) who refused the Russian Tsar’s offer to protect
the Christians of Egypt, insisting that Copts are under
the protection of the “One that does not di€’; why
should they leave His protection in favour of that of
one that dies [the Tsar].

Your spiritual son, HH Pope Tawadros |11, followed
your footsteps when he said in 2013, upon the burning
of a large number of churches all over Egypt by the
Muslim Brothers, “A homeland without churches is
better than churches without a homeland.”

Your valuable lesson in community service was
evident in the way Your Grace served Beheira
Governorate in so many ways, but most importantly
through establishing the Hospital of the Good Shepherd
and Al-Karma School. Thiswas out of your belief inthe
sacred missions of both doctors and teachers. You have
always been keen on providing for all the best health/
medical and educational/pedagogical services in the
least costly ways. Despite all your huge responsibilities
and weak health, you insist on following up the services
offered in these institutions, and you keep encouraging
all those who work there.

My dear father, our earthly language and words will
never suffice to give you your due, simply because
they are from this world. You are not from this world;
you are among the earthly angels sent by heaven to
make our world a better place; to love to enlighten,
and to give us aliving example of how to walk in the
footsteps of our Lord and Teacher Jesus Christ.

Scgued: Oune of your spiritual children
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