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Rencontre immersive avec Toutankhamon au Grand Musée égyptien

Pour la premiére fois en Egypte, le Grand Musée égyptien (GEM) en ouverture expérimentale,
présente depuis le 21 novembre pour une durée de trois mois, une exposition temporaire vraiment
extraordinaire «Toutankhamon — L’exposition immersive», une exposition unique qui vise a offrir

une expérience enchanteresse mettant en valeur I’histoire séduisante de I’Egypte ancienne
qui comprend uniquement la zone du Grand Atrium abritant la statue de Ramsés II, la colonne
de Mérenptah, la statue du roi et de la reine ptolémaiques et le Grand Escalier, tandis que
le reste des salles du musée ne sont pas inclues dans les visites limitées,
car elles sont fermées jusqu'a l'ouverture offlaelle du musée.

E n collaboration avec Madrid 1 ArtesDigitales, I'exposition
a ouvert ses portes le 21 novembre, mois qui marque la découverte
du tombeau du roi Toutankhamon il y a plus d'un siecle. A l'aide
de projections vidéo a 360°, associé a une bande sonore
enchanteresse, qui rehausse l'expérience et plonge les visiteurs
dans la vie du légendaire pharaon Toutankhamon, les faisant
voyager dans le temps a travers 3400 ans d’histoire, grace
aux images et aux modélisations 3D des temples, des objets
et des trésors de I'Egypte ancienne. L’expédition est guidée
par la voix du jeune pharaon.

L’exposition promet d’offrir une expérience narrative nouvelle
et unique, offrant une occasion unique d'explorer la vie et I'histoire
du roi Toutankhamon.L'exposition immersive promet d'offrir
une perspective fraiche sur l'histoire captivante de I'ancienne
civilisation égyptienne.

Ce spectacle remarquable ajoute une couche supplémentaire
d'importance historique. Grace a des projections numériques
de pointe, les visiteurs ont I'occasion inégalée d'entrer dans
la vie étonnante de ce légendaire roi d'or. L'exposition immersive
captive dans une aventure audiovisuelle impressionnante
qui s'étend sur une étonnante histoire.

Gréace a la technologie moderne, I'histoire de ce légendaire
roi, entouré des dieux, est racontée depuis sa naissance. A l'aide
de projections numériques de pointe, I'exposition plonge
les visiteurs dans la vie du légendaire roi Toutankhamon,
les faisant voyager dans le temps a travers un voyage audiovisuel
remarquable. De méme, dans une vaste salle, I'exposition
offre a de petits groupes un spectacle visuel de 30 minutes
ou apparaissent des temples recréés, des trésors et des secrets
de I'Egypte Ancienne qui sont enveloppés dans un spectacle
visuel a 360 degrés, associé a une bande sonore exceptionnelle
qui enrichit 'expérience disponible en anglais et en arabe.

En novembre 2022, I'exposition immersive Toutankhamon
a été lancée a Madrid 1, en Espagne, par Madrid 1 Artes Digitales
dans leur centre d’arts numériques «MAD». L’exposition
avait regu de nombreux éloges — attirant plus de 300 000
visiteurs en seulement huit mois — et a remporté de nombreux
prix prestigieux, renforgant ainsi son statut d’«expérience
culturelle incontournable».

L’exposition fait partie de la série d’expositions temporaires
du GEM, gérée et organisée par Legacy Development and
Management, une filiale de Hassan Allam Holding et la société
chargée d’exploiter les services du complexe muséal.

Le GEM est censé étre le plus grand musée archéologique
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Au centre du hall, la statue du roi Ramses Il

au monde dédiié a une seule civilisation. Bien qu'il n’ait pas encore
été officiellement inauguré, le musée a accueilli de nombreux
événements importants.

A noter que le tombeau de Toutankhamon est un hypogée
découvert le 4 novembre 1922 dans la vallée des Rois sur
la rive ouest du Nil face a Louxor par Howard Carter, égyptologue
britannique qui avait été chargé d'effectuer ces fouilles par
Lord Camarvon. Il est célebre pour son trésor et la malédiction
qui aurait poursuivi tous les étrangers ayant violé sa tombe.

Carter met dix ans a explorer le tombeau et a en inventorier
le mobilier qui constitue une des plus grandes découvertes
archéologiques du XXe siecle.

Cette découverte fut ainsi un événement révolutionnaire
pour I'égyptologie vu que le tombeau est resté intact dévoilant
toutes ses richesses qui contribuent a fasciner ses visiteurs
partout dans le monde & travers les expositions qui lui
ont été dediées lors de ses tournées.

Toutankhamon (né vers 1345 av. J.-C., mort vers 1327 av. J.-C.)
est le onzieme pharaon de la XVllle dynastie (Nouvel Empire).

Ce n'est pas lui qui succede directement a son pére Akhenaton.
Peut-étre est-ce a cause de son trop jeune age, environ
neuf ans. Il regne dans une période de troubles, de remise
en question religieuse, de bouleversement des valeurs
traditionnelles et de risque de guerre avec les Hittites.

D’autre part, dans le cadre de la visite, on peut profiter
également d'une visite guidée du Grand Escalier du Grand
Musée égyptien, qui présente plus de 60 pieces historiquement
importantes de la collection du musée, offrant une compréhension
et une appréciation plus profondes de la civilisation qui a donné
naissance a la légende du roi Toutankhamon.

Les visiteurs peuvent acheter les billets de I'exposition en ligne
a travers le site Internet et a la billetterie du GEM. Le billet
comprend aussi une tournée guidée de 45 minutes au musée.
Cette tournée commence par la statue de Ramseés Il

au Grand Hall, la place de I'Obélisque suspendu, ainsi que
le Grand Escalier qui a été inauguré officiellement le 1er décembre.

Cet escalier est orné par environ 65 statues et monuments
colossaux représentant Sénousret, Akhenaton,
Thoutmosis Ill et Hatchepsout, ainsi que des dieux et des déesses.

Le Grand Escalier s’étend sur 6500 m2 de surfaces,
environ 6 étages, avec une largeur de la base de 86 met 17 m
au sommet. Il mene aux salles principales du GEM dont celles
de Toutankhamon exclues de la phase expérimentale.

Large a la base, il est composé de 105 marches et se termine
par une vue panoramique donnant sur le Plateau des Pyramides
de Guiza. Presque chacune des marches est ornée de pieces
datant de différentes époques de la civilisation égyptienne,
de I'’Ancien Empire jusqu’a I'époque gréco-romaine avec
une scénographie a quatre themes.

Le 1er theme consiste a montrer les statues des rois et
des reines, en différentes grandeurs, les uns debout, d’autres
assis sur l'escalier. Le 2e theme présenté sur l'escalier
est «Les lieux de priere». Il s’agit de colonnes et de portes
qui faisaient partie des temples pharaoniques en Egypte
Antique. Le 3e theme est celui du «roi et sa relation avec
les dieux». Ce theme est représenté par une collection
de statues de couple ou de triades colossales, a I'exemple
de celle du roi Ramseés Il assis entre Ptah, dieu des artistes
et des architectes et, de l'autre, la déesse guerriere, Sekhmet,
protectrice des médecins et des magiciens, et qui a une puissance
destructive.Et enfin le 4e et dernier theme de ce remarquable
escalier comprend des sarcophages des rois et des reines.

Le Grand escalier avec ses géantes sculptures est une aftraction
unique que l'on ne trouve pas dans les musées du monde entier.
Les piéces ont été scrupuleusement bien choisies par un comité
d’experts en égyptologie, offrant une compréhension et une
appréciation plus profondes de la civilisation qui a donné
naissance a la légende du roi Toutankhamon.

Ne manquez pas cette occasion unique de redécouvrir
I'histoire remarquable du roi Toutankhamon d'une maniéere
entierement nouvelle et captivante.
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Problemson hold

The West expresses outrage (2)

Youssef Sidhom

It has become obvious that no matter how long any possible future
truce in Gaza lasts, the intention of the Isragli war machine is to
continue its genocidal war against Gazans till the very end, with
US blessing. A ceasefire would be direly needed in order to allow
into Gaza humanitarian aid for the Palestinians suffering from the
atrocious Israeli blockade. Unofficial reports reveal that US Secretary
of State Anthony Blinken has advised Isragl to rush to complete its
diabolical plan in Gaza as quickly as possible, without media hype.
Thepoint isthat demonstrations are sweeping over the US and Europe,
expressing escal ating popular outrage against what can possibly bethe
fiercest genocidal war in modern history, waged against defenceless
Palestinians. The outrage is pressuring governments to take political
action against the continued preposterous situation in Gaza. No
matter how the war ends, Israel stands to pay a heavy price for it over
the coming years; with international pro-Palestinian sympathy and
support pushing towards a two-State resolution of the conflict, and to
the reconstruction of what was destroyed by this vicious war.

Today | resume my presentation of statements issued by
international political and social institutions and figures that all
categorically denounce Isradli atrocities against Palestinians. Some
of these statements expose the roots over which the Zionist movement
rests, and others denounce the blind support of some governments to
the lsradli crimes against Palestinians. However, they all agree on the
imperativeness of owning to the human right of the Palestinian people
in a safe, stable State according to international laws and norms.

British politician, broadcaster, and writer George Galloway who
has been serving as the leader of the Workers Party of Britain since
2019, and who has been amember of the British Parliament for several
periods, denied on his X account on 10 November the ‘October 7
atrocities. He posted that Hamas terrorists never committed rape,
only one baby had been killed “ by persons unknown” and that anyone
stating the contrary isa“war criminal”. His declaration was picked by
the Jerusalem Post in an article by Danielle Greyman-Kennard. “The
foul allegations of rape have been dropped by the | sraeli government,”
Galloway said. “The forty beheaded babies have been downscaled to
one dead baby, not beheaded, but killed by persons unknown. Two
thirds of Israelis killed on 7 October were military personnel. The
killers of the remaining third were definitely revealed to have been in
part the Israeli Armed Forces themselves.”

In his Mother of All Talks (MOATS) show on 29 October, Mr
Galloway said: “Benjamin Netanyahu comes from the Jabotinsky
side of Zionism. There's nothing religious about that side of Zionism,
and they have never pretended otherwise. Jabotinsky was the acme
of a virulent nationalist movement. He was openly modelling his
movement, of which Netanyahu is the heir, on the fascist formations
in Italy, Spain and even Germany. Jabotinsky spawned the likes
of Menachem Bagan and Yitzhak Shamir who murdered British
soldiers and civil servants in the King David Hotel, or by hanging
by wire in the orange groves around Jaffa. They are the persons who
murdered Count Bernadotte of Sweden, the United Nations special
envoy to then Palestine. They murdered in cold blood, then Begin
became Prime Minister of Isragl. They murdered Lord Moyne of
the British parliament. They were narrowly thwarted several times
trying to murder Winston Churchill, even whilst Churchill battled
with the Hitlerite hordes as the Prime Minister of Britain. A Spitfire
pilot narrowly thwarted a bid to blow up the British Foreign Office.
Modern day terrorism was invented by the Jabotinsky Shamir-Begin-
Netanyahu side of Zionist palitics.

“The one thing you do need to remember is there was nothing
religious about it. Indeed, the entire Zionist project was funded by
people under the leadership of Theodor Herzel who had no religion
at all. Virtually every single one of them was a declared and avowed
atheist. All these atheists were united on only one thing, they didn't
believethat God existed, but they believed that God promised themthe
land of the Palestinians, denoted Palestine on every map. Every title
deed of every square inch of land was entitled Palestine. The people
who lived there, whether they were Mudims, Christians or Jews were
all Palestinians. You can still see now on theiron covers of thedrains,
thewords Palestine. You could still see until recent decades post boxes
marked Palestine and indeed with the King's arms, the King's logo
upon them. It's important contemporaneoudly because this is what
Netanyahu, the party-going Premier of Isragl said today: ‘You must
remember what Amalek has done to you', says Netanyahu. He doesn't
of course complete the quote, which | will from Samuel 15:3: ‘Now
go attack the Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them.
Do not spare them. Put to death men and women, children and infants.
Suckling, the verse says, suckling infantsand the cattle, sheep, camels,
and donkeys. So there you have it: Benjamin Netanyahu, using your
money and with the support of your government, is going to kill all
the men, women, children, suckling infants, cattle, sheep, and donkeys
in the Gaza Strip. You comfortable with that?’

A speech by Irisn MP Mary Lou McDonald, leader of the opposition
party, to her party Sinn Féin last 11 November: “Tonight we welcome
the Palestinian Ambassador.” (Applause) “The Palestinian people
have a right to their homeland. Having endured generations of
dispossession, occupation, oppression, apartheid — human rights
violations that should shake humanity. Tonight, hell rains on Gaza.
Gaza, the graveyard of children. A child's life taken every ten
minutes. Israel claimsto act in self-defence. Carpet bombing civilians,
collective punishment, massacring children in their thousands is not
defence (applause). These are not justifiable responses to the horrific
attack by Hamas on October 7th. The world sees Israeli actions for
what they are: Barbaric. Hateful. Cowardly. (Applause) This is a
moment of reckoning for world |leaders, for the European Union, atest
of commitment to human rights, peace, democracy. We ask, where is
the protection of international law for every child killed in Gaza? For
every Gazan mother holding the cold body of their dead child? Israel
cannot be allowed to commit atrocities with impunity.. The Irish
government should take the lead and refer Israel to the International
Criminal Court, and send the Isradli ambassador home. (Heated
applause) When the European Commission gives carte blanche to
Israel to massacre Palestinians, we say, no. Never. They do not speak
for us. (Applause) The world calls for immediate ceasefire. Some of
the most powerful voices come from the Jewish community calling
for peace, justice, secure lives for Isradlis and Palestinians. Their
call emanates from the unimaginable horrors and collective trauma
inflicted on their people, and in the name of humanity, they say: never
again. Not to another people. (Applause) Isragl must stop its daughter
in Gaza. Hamas must release all hostages. Ceasefires must be called.
Only a peace process, dialogue, international law can deliver peace
and Palestinian freedom.. So, tonight from Ireland, we say, ceasefire
now. (Heated applause)

The 94-year-old American professor and intellectual Noam
Chomsky wasquoted on social mediasaying: “1srael usessophisticated
attack jetsand naval vesselsto bomb densely-crowded refugee camps,
schools, apartment blocks, mosgues, and sums to attack a population
that has no air force, no air defense, no navy, no heavy weapons, no
artillery units, no mechanised armour, no command in control, no
army, and callsit awar.”
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MOBILE FILM MAKING COMPETITION

Egypt is currently marking the 16 Days of Activism
againg Gender-Based Violence, an annual international
campaign that starts on 25 November, the International
Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and
runs until 10 December, Human Rights Day.

A flurry of activities is taking place, including forums
and seminars discussing problems hindering women
from achieving progress, these include discrimination in
theworkplace, cybercrimesthat also involve Al generated
threats against women, aswell asthe plethoraof perennial
challenges facing women on the violence front.

Weeks before the International Day for Elimination of
Violence againgt Women, however, an event took place
that shed light on aform of violence so commonplace as
to lose its prominence among the other forms of violence
againgt women: domestic violence.

On 10 November 2023, the Ibrahimiya Centre for Media
cdebrated the Women's FIm Fegtival at Ramses College for
Girls. The festival included a number of films that focused
on common forms of violence which women are subject to,
whether psychologically, physically or even verbally.
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“Child abuseisacrucial issuein Egypt, especially when
it occurs within the family which is the cornerstone of the
community.”

With these words, researcher and Watani journdist Mervat
Ayad introduces her PhD thesistitled “ The Role of the Coptic
Churchin confronting Child Abuse,”

Ms Ayad defines child abuse as a pattern of aggressive
behaviour in which a person in position of power exercises
authority and strength over a child. Abuse may be physicd,
psychological, sexual, socia, or economic. It leads to
physical, psychologica, or socid distress and harm for the
child who then grows into a damaged human being, aso for
families and the community asawhole.

In view of such great risks, Ms Ayad points out, both
the international and local communities have taken
action to combat child abuse. International treaties were
enacted, and many countries—among them Egypt—have
criminalised child abuse.

With honours

Ms Ayad was recently granted a PhD with honours by the
Coptic Orthodox Institute of Pastoral Care and Education
(IPCE) for her thesis.

The thesis was discussed under patronage of Pope
Tawadros II, and the Supreme Head of the IPCE; Anba
Moussa, Bishop of Youth and Deputy of the Indtitute; and
under supervision of Professor Rasmy Abde-Malek, who
supervises post-graduate studies at the Ingtitute.

Thediscuss oncommitteewaschairedby Dr Gama Shehata
Habib, Professor of Socia Service a Helwan University,
Professor at the IPCE, and Head of the Social and Education
Department at the Ingtitute of Coptic Studies. The committee
members comprised Dr Boutros Hafez Boutros, Professor
of Psychologica Hedlth and former Dean of the Faculty of
Early Childhood Education at Cairo University and Head of
Childhood Sector a the Supreme Council of Universities;
as well as Professor Afaf Abdel-Fady Daniel, Professor of
Psychology and Head of Socid Sciences department at the
College of Socia Service, Fayoum University.

The research was supervised by Dr Gama Shehata
Habib; and Dr Wafaa® Hakim Louis, expert at the
Education Ministry’s Curriculum Development Centre,
and alecturer at the Ingtitute.

Official concern
Ms Ayad points out that the research was, as indicated by
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Shaimaa Shawar by

Brief speeches were given by members of the fegtival
jury, including Mariam Kamal Farag Rizkallah, TV
presenter and director of photography and lighting at
“Mirade” TV channd; Larry Nabil, screenwriter and
writer of children's stories; and Reda Shawky, Director
at the ON TV channd, Director General of Programme
Evaluation on Egyptian TV and Vice Presdent of the
Second Channd, and Director at ME Sat channdl.

Actors who starred in the festival films spoke of their
experiences portraying victims of violence

The awardswere then handed to thewinners. First prize
went to Injy Samy who played theleading rolein the short
film Reflection which also won the Best Film Award. Ms
Samy is a journalist who works with Watani. The film
was screened; it won huge applause from all present.

Reflection depicts the subtle but al too common
domestic verbal abuse of women. Ms Samy plays the
young wife and mother engrossed and totally exhausted
by her unending mothering and household duties, only
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Review of PhD dissertation
by Mervat Ayad

its topic, of a qualitative nature. The main axes of the study
were conducted through an authenti cated questionnaireform.

The research sample was drawn from three areas in
eastern Cairo, each representing a socia class: poor,
middle class, or privileged. Three churches were chosen
for the study: church of Archangel Michael and St Moses
the Strong in Ezbet al-Haggana, church of the Virgin
Mary and Mar-Minain Nasr City; and church of the Holy
Virginin Ard a-Golf, Heliopalis.

Ms Ayad dtarts by stressing the Egyptian State’s concern
about the rights of children at the ingtitutiona level. This
concern trandated into the establishment of long standing
State bodies that concern themselves with child and family
issues, mgior among them is the Nationa Council for
Motherhood and Childhood (NCMC). She underlines the
parallel roleto be played by the Coptic Church asareligious
ingitution entrusted with protecting its children from all
forms of abuse.

Ms Ayad’s research is considered the first study to
monitor and investigate the role of the Coptic Church in
confronting the issue of abuse against children, whether
in prevention or treatment, especiadly in light of the
increasing number of children being abused and the
lack of care they receive. It was accordingly necessary
to monitor the aspects of abuse against children within
families, analyse and dea with them, in addition to
shedding light on the negative effects of child abuse and
raising awareness among families about the risks.

Coptic Church’s role

The researcher poses the question: “What are the aspects
and causes of abuse against children? How far does the
Church endeavour to deal with such abuse? And what is the
adequate approach to confront that problem?

Ms Ayad stresses the major role played by the family as
a fundamental educationa ingtitution. With this in mind,
family counselling centres should be established in churches
to provide al family members with psychologica and
therapeutic guidance to fulfill both protection and treatment.

Asapreventive measure, Ms Ayad recommends holding
specialised courses and seminarsto prepare newly engaged
and married couples for their responsibility as prospective

to be bdlittled and humbled by an overbearing husband
who fails to see the significance of her role in keeping
the family going. Played by Sameh Nabil, heis avakened
only when his sster pays them avist, and opens his eyes
tothecrudty of hisabuse. Ms Samy playsthe beleaguered
mother and homemaker in an entirdy down-to-earth
manner, depicting a typical Stuation lived by a great
many households. The film succeeds in highlighting a
form of abuse so widespread that it may cease to be seen
as abuse, yet, as Ms Samy says it can be just as offensive
and bruising as physical abuse

The film was written and produced in a two-day
period as part of a Mobile Filmmaking Workshop held
in Alexandria in July 2023, taught by Professors Dan
and Chrigtine Henrich who describe themselves as “We
support mediadevel opment projectsand training overseas.
This support involves training nationals in countries in
Asia and Africa to use their mobile phones to write and
produce stories of hope”

[Christine and Dan Henrich of the not-for-profit
corporation Handclasp].

Role of Coptic
Churchin ..

parents. She also advises regular visits of Church servants
to families, to be able to detect domestic problems before
they augment into child abuse.

Among other recommendations are establishing a
socia support network for families suffering from socia
marginalisation; and monitoring the economic situation of
poor familiesand hel ping them out with offersof employment
o that their children would not be victims of the situation.

The study also recommends that churches provide medical
trestment for abused children to help remedy any physical
damage caused by the abuse, and establish specidised
programmes to rehabilitate victims of abuse psychologically
and spiritually aswell.

She draws attention to the importance of churches
offering programmes for rehabilitating drug-addict or
acoholic parents, given the high likeliness of them
abusing their children.

Modern technology

Ms Ayad recommends making use of modern
technology by alocating websites that focus on topics
related to the causes, aspects, and consequences of child
abuse. Such websites, she notes, would display short films
that disclose the reasons behind child abuse, and should
prepare brochures and publications to raise awareness of
the peril of abuseto children, family, and society. Shealso
suggests establishing a database that includes accurate,
up-to-date statistics classified and indexed according to
the cases of abuse against children.

Of utmost importance, according to Ms Ayad, is the
allocation of hotlines to receive calls for help to save any
child that is being abused. This makes it easier to study
each case individualy and identify the causes of child
abuse for treatment.

Mervat Ayad isajournaist at Watani. She hasaMaster's
degreeinfamily counsdllingfromthelngtituteof Pastoral Care
and Education, amini master degreein business management
and human devel opment from Edmore University in the US;
adiplomain psychologica and family counselling from Ain
Shams University in Cairo; and severa specidised diplomas
in behaviour modification, psychological counselling,
psychologicd analysis, persondity types, and emotional
intelligence.

Ms Ayad has to her name two Arabic poetry collections:
“Tears of the Oysters’, and “ Sinbad of My Dreams’.
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