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Adieu Yaqoub Al-Charouni, pionnier de la littérature pour enfants

L’Egypte a fait ses adieux samedi 25 novembre au pionnier de la littérature
pour enfants, Yaqoub Al-Charouni, aprés une carriere créative qui a durée
des décennies, au cours de laquelle il a enrichi la bibliothéque des enfants

y S

LT

et des jeunes arabes par des centaines de titres et a remporté de nombreux prix. !!!! !! ! {0 i : ;r

En plus de I’appréciation officielle égyptienne, la nouvelle du déces

de Charouni a suscité une interaction arabe, et les expressions de deploratlons

étaient nombreuses, enumérant les exploits du défenseur
de la pensée critique qui a consacré sa vie a la littérature pour enfants.

D r Nevine Al-Kilani, ministre égyptienne

de la Culture, a déploré sa disparition en ces termes:
«La littérature pour la jeunesse dans le monde
arabe a perdu 'un de ses pionniers les plus
éminents, un écrivain créatif qui a enrichi la bibliotheque
arabe avec des centaines d’ceuvres littéraires
pour enfants, laissant un impact qui restera
présent dans la conscience de chaque Egyptien
et Arabe a travers ses écrits uniques».

Yaqoub A~ Charouni est né en 1931 au Caire.
En 1952, il a obtenu une licence en droit.
Il a occupé le poste de juge au Service du contentieux
de I'Etat, puis il s’est spécialisé dans le domaine
de la culture de I'enfant aupres du ministere
de la Culture, et a dirigé I'Organisme général
des palais de la culture en 1967.De méme,
il a présidé le Centre national de la culture
de l'enfant. Etant I'un des pionniers de la littérature
pour enfants en Egypte et dans le monde
arabe, il a fondé la premiere revue spécialisée
dans la culture scientifique pour enfants intitulée
«Al-Nahla» (I'abeille).

Son ceuvre compte plus de 400 titres. Parmi
les collections et encyclopédies citons: «Les Mille
et une nuits», «L’univers entre vos mains»,
«Les plus beaux contes populairesy,
«Comment jouer avec nos enfantsy,
«Comment raconter une histoire», «La culture
de I'enfant de la campagne et la culture du fils
de l'ouvrier», et tant d’autres.

Aprés avoir publié des centaines d’ceuvres
littéraires pour enfants, Yaqoub Al-Charouni
a meérité de nombreux prix locaux et internationaux
dédiés a ce domaine, notamment le Prix d'appréciation
de I'Etat dans le domaine de la littérature en 2020.

En plus de sonintérét constant pour la culture
des enfants, a travers plusieurs postes, dans
des fonctions de direction, culturelles et joumnalistiques,
Al-Charouni a également travaillé comme professeur
émérite enseignant la littérature pour enfants
dans plusieurs universités égyptiennes.

En 2019, les Nations Unies ont choisi son roman
«La Nuit de feu» parmi les meilleurs romans
arabes pour avoir atteint I'objectif de lutte contre
la pauvreté et de sensibilisation a I'importance
des valeurs et des objectifs du développement
durable aupres des enfants et des jeunes.
Pour ce méme roman, Al-Charouni a été honoré
comme l'un des meilleurs écrivains pour enfants
au monde par l'International Boardon Books
for Children and Young People (IBBY) qui déceme
le Prix international Hans Andersen aux auteurs
et illustrateurs de livres pour enfants et des livres
pour adultes du monde entier.

Concernant sa carriere, Yaqoub Al-Charouni
faisait partie des deux ou trois Egyptiens qui
ont réalisé des ceuvres traduites de la littérature
mondiale et du patrimoine narratif, comme
Hans Christian Andersen et autres.

La valeur d’Al-Charouni ne réside pas seulement
dans les écrits qu'il a présentés aux enfants,

mais son grand rble consiste également
a encourager la lecture et a préparer I'esprit
de ces catégories de jeunes a stimuler limagination,
a se préparer a assimiler des connaissances
différentes et a passer a des stades plus avancés
de savoir.

En plus des livres qu'il a publiés, Al-Charouni
a réalisé des dizaines d’études scientifiques
sur les enfants et ses ouvrages ont été traduits
en cinq langues, dont I'anglais et le frangais.

Au cours de sa carriere d’écrivain, Al-Charouni
a présenté une étude sur le pionnier
de la littérature pour jeunes, Kamel Kilani,
en 1986, pour le Centre national de la culture
des enfants, affilié au Conseil supréme de la culture
en Egypte, intitulé: «L’art de rédaction des histoires
pour enfants selon Kamel Kilani».

Le chef de [I'Autorité générale égyptienne
du livre, le Dr Ahmed Bahi El-Dine, avait qualifié
le projet culturel de Charouni de formidable.
Il a déclaré dans un communiqué que sa production
littéraire ne pouvait étre qualifiée que de tres
abondante, tres diversifiée et trés influente
Il a gjouté: «Ses livres ont enrichi la Bibliothéque
des enfants arabes avec un grand nombre
d’ouvrages. Il a écrit environ 400 ceuvres pour
enfants, dont la plupart étaient inspirées du patrimoine
arabe et égyptien, en plus de son salon culturel
mensuel qu’il organisait chez lui pour les écrivains
pour enfants, afin de discuter d’ceuvres,
d’idées ou de questions liées a la littérature

pour jeunesy.

Pour Al-Charouni la littérature pour enfants
stimule la pensée et est un outil pour changer
la réalité. Au cours de sa longue carriére,
il s’est conformé a l'esprit de I'époque,
en observant les changements intellectuels

et  psychologiques de  son lectorat
afin de ne pas s'isoler de leur monde. Il na pas cessé
de suivre le rythme des changements
technologiques et a créé des mondes virtuels
dans lesquels les robots et les vaisseaux
spatiaux échappent au contrble de ce qu'il a appelé
"l'autorité générale de la planéte Terre".
Al-Charouni a été le premier dans le monde
arabe a utiliser des livres musicaux. Il en avait
eu l'idée & la Foire du livre de Bologne en lItalie
en plagant des boutons sur le bord de ses livres
d'aventure qui produisaient des sons liés aux
personnages et aux événements des histoires.
Al-Charouni fut un écrivain prolifique dont
la carriere est la preuve que la bonne littérature
trouve toujours des lecteurs intéressés,
a condition que I'écrivain n'ait pas peur d'essayer
d’innover et reste ouvert aux expériences
internationales a I'ére de la mondialisation.
Pour I'honorer a titre posthume, le Comité
supréme de la Foire internationale du livre
du Caire, dont les activités débuteront bientot,
a désigné Al-Charouni comme personnage
de la Foire de l'enfance, lors de sa cinquante-cinquieme
édition, en raison de son influence sur de multiples

générations de lecteurs et d’écrivains, en plus
de son rble de pionnier dans le domaine
de la littérature pour jeunes.

La distinction officielle accordée au défunt
écrivain comprend la publication d’'un certain
nombre de ses livres, en coordination avec sa famille,
et la préparation d’un livre de commémoration
qui comprend des témoignages d’auteurs
d’Egypte, de pays arabes, de Chine, d’Inde
et d’ltalie, intitulé: «Par amour pour Yaqoub
Al-Charounix.

A cet égard, 'Eglise copte orthodoxe, dirigée
par le pape Tawadros Il, pape d’Alexandrie
et patriarche du Siege de saint Marc, a également
déploré la disparition du regretté écrivain
en déclarant dans son éloge funebre:
«Le grand écrivain érudit Yaqoub Al-Charouni
a quitté notre monde mortel, aprés avoir
présenté de nombreux chefs-d'ceuvre qui
ont enrichi la littérature pour jeunes pendant
plus de six décennies, et nous demandons
a Dieu d’accueillir I'ame du défunt créateur et
de réconforter sa famille, ses passionnés
et lecteurs, sachant que son travail et
son influence resteront ancrés dans Il'esprit
et I'dme de tous ceux qui lisent ses ceuvres
littéraires immortelles».
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Problemson hold

The West expresses outrage

Youssef Sidhom

Thanks to assiduous efforts led by Egypt and Qatar,
the bombings and explosions in Gaza were temporarily
slenced, and with them the horrors of destruction
and casualties left by Israel in the Gaza Strip. Yet
Israel, aiming to bring Palestine to its knees, had been
oblivious to furious global-wide sentiments expressed in
demonstrations, especially in the US and Europe, calling
for justice for a “free Palesting’, and protesting against
their governments  support for Isragli crimes.

Today | document live statements from political
institutions, public meetings, and international figures,
all of who categorically reject Israd’s treatment of
Palestinians, both in Gaza and the West Bank. They
condemn the blind support of their governments for these
crimes, and demand recognition of the human rights of
the Palestinian people in a safe, stable State in accordance
with international norms and laws.

During the 41st session of UNESCO's World Heritage
Committee in 2017, Cuban Permanent Delegate at
UNESCO Yahima Esquivel requested a minute of silence
for the Palestinian victims killed by the Isragli military.
Ms Esquivel made her request following one by Isradli
Ambassador to UNESCO, Carmel Shama-Hacohen, for
Holocaust victims. Ms Esquivel said: “I think that only
the Chair can ask for a minute of silence. | do think that
this is an incorrect interpretation of the decision which
has again been manipulated. This committee does not
take any decisions of measures against Isragl or the Jewish
people, and | think that that is turning this meeting into
a politicised circus. What we have just heard from the
delegate of Isradl as we open discusson on the debates
and decisions that we have just taken does not reflect any
of that. Only the Chair can request a minute of silence. So
with your indulgence, let me request Mr Chairman, that
we stand for a minute of silence for all of the Palestinians
who have died in theregion.” Ms Esquivel’s statement was
met with resounding applause.

Former Spanish Minister of Social Rights, and leader
of Spain's left-wing Podemos Party lone Bellara said
in a party meeting: “Let us say to Netanyahu: You are
awar criminal and we do not want anything to do with
you. It is very clear that we can do that. If we do not do
it, no one will be able to do it. We only have to raise our
voices to say that what is happening in Palestine is not
war, not self-defence, but genocide. It is ethnic purging.
What Israel is doing in Gaza is the annihilation of the
people of Palestine. From here, with all our strength, |
ask the head of our government to follow the example
of Bolivia, Colombia, or Chile, and immediately sever
diplomatic relations with Israel, and tell Netanyahu that
he isamurderer and awar criminal, and that we do not
want to have any relationship with him at all. Let us
follow the example of the Belgian unions that refused
to trade weapons destined for | srael because they would
be stained with the blood of women and children .. it
is a shame on us all. This is not war, it is genocide,
it is a shameful phenomenon. It is good to raise our
voices in protest, but | aspire for more. | want to ask
our Prime Minister to stop buying weapons from |srael
because this money will be stained with the blood of
those working to exterminate the Palestinian people.
Last year alone, Spain purchased weapons from Israel
worth 300 million euros, and also concluded arms deals
worth 700 million euros for the coming years. Let's
stop buying weapons from Israel once and for all. Now
we must do better.”

Norwegian doctor Mads Gilbert who had been working
for 16 years in a-Shifa Hospital in the Gaza Strip said:
“I'mamedical doctor, I'macivilian. | havebeenall around
in Shifa Hospital for 16 years. I've been walking freely
everywhere. ve taken pictures and videos. | have talked
to anybody, patients and staff. | have never seen any sign of
any military command centrein Shifa. You haveto ask the
Israelisif they are so sure about this command centre they
have been talking about for 16 years. where is the proof?
Where are the pictures? You have to remember that Israel
has a very sophisticated intelligence and they have been
X raying the ground of Gaza. They have mapped all the
tunnels for the resistance .. So why is it that this brilliant
Israeli intelligence has not been able to put forward
any proof? These are al lies. Isragl is a chronic liar.
Any normal human being with a heart would not attack
hospitals. Isragl has a long history of attacking hospitals,
ambulances, health personnel, primary healthcare clinics.
And they’ve done that since I first was in Gaza during the
bombing in 2006. So in this situation, where any sensible
person, General, Prime Minister, or anyone with a heart,
would say we will have ceasefire, we will take care of the
wounded, we will reach, reestablish the function of the
hospitals, what is Israel doing? They are increasing the
bombing, increasing the number of wounded, increasing
the sege of the hospitals and the strangulation of the
people. So if you are not killed during this bombing,
they want to starve you, let you thirst, bleed, and scare
you to death. For me these are not only war crimes, these
are crimes against humanity and against the value base
that we all have. Whether we are Mudlims or Christians
or Jews or agnostic, every human life is sacred and we
should save and protect human life in Gaza. But lives
are shredded like this, and the European leaders and
this President Joe Biden are completely silent or even
worse, they are supporting Israel’s atrocities. | think the
Palestinian people today are the only people on Earth
who have to prove that they are killed. They have to
prove that they are dead because Joe Biden says that
he doubts the numbers from the Ministry of Health in
Gaza. And | say to you: Stand up for Palestine, stand up
for Gaza now. Now we need solidarity more than ever.
Now we need to be strong and to say to the leaders and
to the world that we don't accept this.”

In Oakland, California, Fremont High School recently
flew the Palestinian flag alongside the American flag, in a
move that sparked controversy. The school administration
said that flying the Palestinian flag was an expression of
solidarity with the Palestinian people. They said that the
school has students from diverse backgrounds and believes
in the importance of respecting all cultures. Some parents
believed that raising the Palestinian flag was a form of
protest against Israel.

On 23 November 2023 Egypt lost a literary figure
of singular stature, Yacoub al-Sharouni.

Mr Sharouni was a writer of vibrant children’s literature;

over his lifetime he earned the title: the children’s
friend. He was deputy to the Minister of Culture, and
former head of the National Council for Children’s

Culture. He was honoured by, among others, Bologna
Children’s Book Fair; the Children’s Book Council; the
Egyptian Supreme Council of Culture; and the Egyptian

Children’s Book Council.
He leaves behind a son, Magdy who is a doctor and
resides with his family in the US;
and a daughter Hala who specialises in designing
teaching and narration methods.

Injy Samy

In October 2014, Watani's Salwa Stephen interviewed

Mr Sharouni in a heart-to-heart talk which we reprint
here in honour of the great writer.

As | prepared to meet the veteran writer Yacoub al-
Sharouni, | asked myself what could | say to a person who
had authored more than 400 books for children, many of
which had been trandated into English, French, German
and Italian? How should | take the plunge into such a deep
and profound wealth of knowledge and imagination? | felt
like a small child in the company of Santa Clause, who fills
children's hearts with expectation of gifts.

| had seen Sharouni around with children, and never failed
to notice his concern for the working child, the village child,
and children with special needs | had aso read many of
his stories: Heroes of Fayrouz Land; Secret of the Queen of
Kings Tale of Radobees and Tales from Sharouna

The storyteller

To use Sharouni lingo, there was once upon a time a
little boy born in 1931 named Yacoub who, before he
even learnt to read and write, was fond of books. He
would ask his older sister to read to him illustrated
storiesin children’s books. He dreamed of the day when
he could read them himself. Time passed and the little
boy went on to earn alaw degree from Cairo University
in 1952 and higher degrees in political economics in
1955 and 1958. He worked as a lawyer with the State
Court Authority but his love of storytelling got the
better of him and he became afamed writer for children.
His stories were read by children not only in Egypt but
all over the Arab World.

In 1968, he was appointed Director General of the
Egyptian Culture Ministry’'s General Organisation of
Culture Palaces, and travelled to France for ten months
to study cultural work in the field of children’s literature.
From 1984 to 1991, he was the Head of the National
Centre of Child Culture and became a leading figure on
Arabic children’s literature and Child Culture.

The children’'s friend went on to

Salwa Stephen

late brother Shukry, was the owner of the biggest factory
for children’'s apparel in Egypt. No doubt such diversity
affords rich sources for a plethora of ideas.

Besides, | love to travel inside and outside Egypt.
Wherever | go, | learn more and more about places and
people.

| am also active with civil associations that directly deal
with the marginalised sectors in our community, such as
those who live in the many slums and the poor in towns
and villages.

Plus, | have amegarich library which provides mewith a
wealth of knowledge. And | am keen to follow international
children's book fairs and seminars.

Was there a book you read as a child that left a lasting
impression on you?

It was the 1940s biography of Marie Curie, written by
her daughter and trandated into Arabic by Ahmed al-Sawi,
the former editor-in-chief of Al-Ahram, under thetitle The
Immortal Student. This was a first-class book, combining
creativity, scientific knowledge and human emotions.

Why isthevillage of Sharouna so dear to you?

I was born in Cairo, but | used to spend my holidays
a my grandfather's house in the village of Sharouna in
Maghagha, Minya, Upper Egypt, some 250km south of
Cairo. He was the only person in the village who owned a
library and the only oneto read the daily paper Al-Ahram.
His friends and neighbours would gather in his house to
learn the latest news.

| absolutely enjoyed my time there. | used to observe the
villagers activities, and these are still vivid in my mind.
Watering the donkey from the Nile, wheat threshing,
children playing on the alleys, and much more that came to
form rich memories. Twice | was there during the annual
Nile flood season. This is today history; the Aswan High
Dam built in the 1960s keeps the flood waters stored
behind it and they no longer inundate the land.

| wrote six stories about Sharouna, including Mystery of
the Weird Disappearance for which | was awarded the Best
Writer for Children prize for 1981.

Tell usabout your experiencein journalism.

This was during my final year in the Faculty of Law,
when | joined a number of my colleagues to publish a
magazine which we called al-Ragaa (Hope). | used that
new magazine to express my respect for women.

This was not the first experience, though; the first was
when | was 14 and editor of the English-language school
magazine at my school.

Can literature contribute to solving the problem of
homeless children?

| have already written many stories about homeless
children. One of them, under thetitle It isBest That | Am

~ Good bye,

children’s

friend

Free, is about a homeless girl. The idea was inspired by
my meeting with homeless children at a day care centre
run by an association which offers them a meal and afew
educational activities.

The story showsthat homeless children prefer the cruelty
of the street to theinhumane treatment they suffer at home.
They are the victims of horrible conditions which stem
mainly from poverty. | wish the State would help poor
familiesjust for the sake of the children.

| am against the idea of establishing a ‘village for
homeless children, simply because they might run away
from maltreatment by poorly informed, inexperienced
supervisors or administrators who might not be able to
foster love, patience and good cheer.

With so many families struggling to make ends mest,
do you think reading has become a luxury parents can
ill afford for their children?

Sadly, thisistrue. Books—unlike food and schooling,
for instance—are among the stuff that can wait. The
main source of children’s books is the library, whether
school or public libraries. Difficult economic conditions
stand in the way of enriching libraries with newly
published books. And because of the high cost of living,
many parents are unable to buy books for their children.
This has led most publishing houses to minimise, some
even halted, publication of new books for children.

What do you think of the exploitation of children’'s
literatureto propagandiseideas or ideologies?

When this happens, the literary work loses the all-
important feature of real artistic creation. All aspects of
art should be loyal to human values and free expression. If
art isabused for any purpose other than creativity, thelittle

reader instinctively spots it and finds

write some 400 books for his little
readers, and won numerous awards.
His play Heroes of Our Country
(1960) earned him the Award of
the Supreme Council for Arts and
Literature in Egypt, and his The
Best Egyptian Folk Stories the
2002 New Horizons Award of the
Bologna Book Fair. In 2005 he won
the distinction award in the Suzanne
Mubarak contest for children
literature for his three works Tale
of Radobees, Hassan's Dreams, and
The Enchanted Mare.

He was keen to pass on his
knowledge to others and enrich
his beloved children's literature,
he supervised several theses and
dissertation projects in that field.

We would like to know whence
came the wealth of lofty values
that featurein your works.

I come from a family with diverse
interests. | write short stories for
children, my older brother Youssef
also writes short stories as well as
pieces that may be used to teach
adults literacy, and my young
brother, Sobhi, is a professor at the
Faculty of Fine Arts. My late sister,
Mufida, was a music teacher and
we always had a piano at home. Of
my other two brothers, one, Mufid,
is an electronics expert, and my

Sharouni with Stephen

little attraction in it.

In your story A Flower’s Adventure
With A Tree, was it your purpose
to convey a message to officials to
respect children’s opinion in all
matter sthat concern or affect them?

Yes, and this is not only my
personal opinion. The Convention of
the Rights of the Child adopted by
the United Nations in 1989 stipulates
children's rights to the freedom to
express their opinion and gives them
the right to form associations. Egypt
was among the first countries that
signed that convention.

Do you think that today’s children,
for whom the entire world lies
a mouse-click away, are more
mature than the children of past
generations?

No, they are not more mature.
Rather, they are more aware and
better informed. But exploring
cyberspace is sometimes done with
No purpose, just to waste time.

| think Egyptian children need
to go back to magazines, but many
of these have become monthlies
instead of weeklies. Children also
need vibrant cultural activities such
as contests to stimulate their talents
and to encourage them to interact
with their community.
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