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Le film «Capharnaiim»au Cinéma de Mounira

Demain lundi 18 septembre a I’Auditorium de I’Institut francais d’Egypte a Mounira aura lieu la projection du film «Capharnaiims.
C’est un film dramatique américano-franco-libanaissorti en 2018 écrit par Nadine Labaki, Jihad Hojaily et Michelle Keserwany avec
la participation de Khaled Mouzanar et Georges Khabbaz. Le film était en sélection officielle au Festival de Cannes 2018. Trois fois primé,
il a recu le prix du jury, le prix du jury cecuménique et le prix de la citoyenneté. Il a été ensuite sélectionné pour représenter
le Liban a 1I'Oscar du meilleur film en langue étrangeére.

«Capharnalim» relate que dans un quartier pauvre
de Beyrouth, Zain vit entre sa famille a probleme
et de petits trafics dans les rues. Entouré de sept freres
et sceurs, il pense avoir 12 ans. Ses parents violents
ne lui ont jamais demandé de carte d'identité et il ne peut
empécher que l'une de ses sceurs de 11 ans Sahar
soit vendue a un marchand de fruits et légumes pour
deux poulets. Exaspéré, il quitte le domicile parental
et trouve refuge chez Rahil une femme de ménage
éthiopienne clandestine. Zain devient le baby-sitter
de son fils d'un an, Yonas.

Lorsque Rahil ne revient pas du travail un jour pour
des problemes de papiers, il est obligé de se débrouiller
seul avec le petit. Tandis que la mére est retenue en prison,
il rencontre Maysoun, une fillette qui lui apprend qu’elle projette
de quitter le Liban pour aller en Suede gréce a la compilicité
d’Aspro, tenancier peu scrupuleux d'une boutique des souks
du centre-ville. Celui-ci informe Zain qu'’il peut faire de méme
pour lui a condition de lui céder le petit - ce qu'il accepte
de faire a contrecceur - et de lui fournir un papier officiel
de naissance.

Il retourne alors chez ses parents pour tenter d’en trouver
un. Sans rien de valable, il se fait rabrouer notamment
par son pere qui finit par l'insulter. Par ailleurs, il apprend
que sa sceur Sahar qui a été mariée est morte enceinte
de trois mois peu apres. Furieux, Zain quitte une nouvelle
fois et sans plus attendre ses parents en emportant
un couteau pour régler ses comptes au mari de sa sceur
decédee.

A llintérieur d’'un tribunal, Zainest présenté devant le juge.
A la question : «Pourquoi attaquez-vous vos parents
en justice?», Zain lui répond: «Pour m’'avoir donné la viel».
Capharnalim retrace l'incroyable parcours de cet enfant
en quéte didentité et qui se rebelle contre la vie qu'on cherche
a lui imposer.

Plus tard, il est interpellé, jugé et mis en prison pour
cing ans. Un jour, sa mere lui rend visite et lui apprend
qu’elle attend a nouveau un enfant qu’elle pense appeler
du méme prénom que sa sceur, s'il s'agit d'une fille.
Dégodteé par son manque de remords, il contacte les médias
leur disant qu'il n’en peut plus des parents qui négligent
leurs enfants et envisage de poursuivre les siens.
Lorsque le juge lui demande ce qu'il souhaite, il répond:
«Je veux qu'ils arrétent d'avoir des enfants».
Zain révele également qu'Aspro revend illégalement
des gamins a des familles. La maison d'Aspro est vidée
et enfants et parents sont a nouveau réunis, notamment
Yonas et Rahil.Une photo de Zain est prise pour I'établissement
de son passeport. Le visage morne, le photographe
lui signifie que «C'est pour une carte d'identité, et non pour
un certificat de décesy, et Zain parvient a sourire.

libanaise et canadienne, née le 18 février 1974 a Beyrouth.
Elle s'est fait connaitre pour la premiere fois
en tant qu'actrice au début des années 2000. Sa carriére
cinématographique a débuté en 2007 apres la sortie
de son premier film, «Caramel», présenté en premiéere
au Festival de Cannes. Elle est connue pour démontrer
les aspects quotidiens de la vie libanaise et couvrir
une gamme de questions politiques telles que la guerre,
la pauvreté et le féminisme. Ayant grandi pendant
la guerre civile libanaise, les films de Labaki s'inspirent
de ses expériences de troubles politiques dans son pays
d'origine, explorant souvent les thémes de la violence
et des traumatismes. Les films de Labaki remettent
en question l'apathie face a des questions importantes,
telles que la crise des réfugiés et la pauvreté. Bien que
les themes de la guerre et de la tragédie soient prédominants
dans les ceuvres de Labaki, 'humour I'est aussi.

Ses films couvrent la guerre civile libanaise et ses impacts
durables sur le pays. Ses expériences ont eu un impact
personnel sur Labaki, ainsi que la maniere dont elles
ont fagonné sa réalisation cinématographique. Elle est
la premiere réalisatrice arabe a étre nominée pour
un Oscar dans la catégorie du meilleur film en langue
étrangere pour son troisieme film, «Capharnaiimy.

Tout en essayant de réfléchir aux concepts du scénario,
son équipe a trouvé des idées qu'elle souhaitait inclure,
telles que «le travail des enfants, les droits des travailleurs
migrants, les droits des enfants, I'absurdité de devoir
avoir des papiers pour prouver qu'on existe, I'absurdité
des frontieres et du mariage précocex.

Labakipense que l'origine du film est liée au «désir
de braquer des projecteurs sur l'envers du décor de Beyrouth,
et de toutes les grandes villes». La réalisatrice a choisi
des acteurs non professionnels pour la plupart d'entre
eux, comme c'était déja le cas dans son précédent film,
«Et maintenant, on va ou?». L'acteur qui joue le gargon
de 12 ans, Zain Al-Rafeea, est un réfugié syrien arrivé
au Liban a I'age de 7 ans et «pour tous les commentateurs
une révélation.

L'actrice qui incame la mére éthiopienne, YordanosShiferaw,
est elle-méme une immigrée sans-papiers ; elle a été amrétée
puis relachée pendant le tournage, comme c'est le cas
pour le personnage de Rabhil dans le scénario du film.
«Entiérement porté par un casting de sans-papiers,
le film méle réalité et fiction». Lors de sa présentation
au festival de Cannes, le film a regu une ovation a lissue
de sa projection. La présidente du jury Cate Blanchett
est apparue alors tres émue,

La projection du film aura lieu de 18:30 a 20:00.
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CAPHARNAUM.
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FESTIVAL DE CANNES

Nadine Labaki est une réalisatrice, scénariste et actrice

Séance gratuite.
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Nadine Labaki
lors du Festival de Cannes 2018
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Problemson hold

Well done
(airo University

Youssef Sidhom

During the last two weeks, news have
circulated about significant change in
the field of engineering education in
Egypt. Professor Mohamed Othman
Elkhosht, President of Cairo University,
announced that Cairo University’s
Faculty of Engineering will be
changing its more than a century-old
rigid five-year academic system, into a
more flexible credit-hour based system
that could allow students to obtain their
bachelor’s degree in some four years
instead of five.

The new system, which is planned to
go into effect as of the academic year
2023 /2024, defines the requirements
for obtaining a B.Sc in Engineering
not through a rigid schedule of courses
pre-set by the university and extending
over a fixed five-year period, but
through the number of credit hours
a student has to fulfill, regardless of
the period of time along which these
credit hours are achieved.

This new system allows students the
flexibility of determining the academic
load they would carry every term, in
terms of how many credit hours they can
fulfill, provided of course the courses—
which translate in pre-assigned credit
hours—they choose are on offer and
that the students fulfill the prerequisite
conditions for the courses. The new
system also offers summer courses
which students may use to further their
credit hour requirements. All this could
mean early graduation for those who
wish to do so, since they could fulfill
the requirements for a B.Sc degree in
Engineering in some four years instead
of the classic five. Yet students still
have the option to graduate after five
academic years should they prefer to.

Self-evidently, the credit hour system
which substitutes the five-year academic
system, neither curtails nor neglects
any of the foundations or elements of
engineering studies. It simply embeds
them within the credit hours, allowing
students more flexibility and choice in
their undergraduate education. This
recent development in the bylaws
of the Cairo University’s Faculty
of Engineering was approved and
accredited by the Supreme Council of
Universities based on a report issued
by the Council’s engineering studies’
sector. This should come as no surprise
given the relentless efforts by Dr
Elkhosht sincehelaunched theinitiative
years ago to bridge the education
system gap between Cairo University
and international universities in the US,
Europe, Japan, China, or others. The
outcome has been a remarkable leap
in scholarly activity and effectiveness,
leading Cairo University’s Faculty
of Engineering to rank 134th among
30,000 universties worldwide in 2022,
with one of its departments, Petroleum
Engineering, ranking among the top 50
in theworld.

The new bylaws for Cairo
University’s engineering school will
be making provisions for establishing
new specialised programmes, revising
academic curricula, and condensing
credit hour requirements to between
154 and 159 hours, subject to the
nature of study in each programme.
In  comparison, the prestigious
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT) requires the fulfilment of 134
credit hours to graduate with a B.Sc
degree in engineering; UC Berkeley
and Stanford University each require
120 credit hours; Georgia Institute of
Technology, 122 credit hours; Michigan
University and Illinois University, 128
credit hours.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation
to Dr Elkhosht, President of the
prestigious Cairo University for his
academic zeal and arduous efforts to
enhance and upgrade the universty to
match elite universities of the world. In
this context, I must refer to the rather
“hasty” response by Egypt’s Engineers
Syndicate to  Cairo  University’s
decision. The Engineers’ Syndicate,
which is responsible for accrediting
the universty degrees granted by
engineering schools of Egyptian
universities and accordingly granting
graduates membership and licence
to practise in Egypt, expressed their
disapprobation of the initiative taken
by Cairo University in a statement that
read: “Now we need to brace ourselves
to herald in generations of unqualified
engineers’(!!) My only comment on
that statement is that now is a good
opportunity for all Egyptian universities
to follow Cairo University’s lead, in
their strive to modernise old regulations
and systems to match standards of
contemporary academic achievement.
In this | say: Thank you Dr Elkhosht,
and objectors please hold back.

At the Global Congress on Population, Health and Development (PHDC’23) organised
by Egypt’s Ministry of Health and Population, a national strategy on population launched
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How many children can a Samily have?

The targets were ambitious: no less than drawing a national
health strategy for Egypt, and a roadmap to tackle its
overpopulation conundrum. With this in mind, the Global
Congress on Population, Health and Development (PHDC’23)
was organised by Egypt’s Ministry of Health and Population in
5 - 8 September 2023 at the New Administrative Capital, some
45km east of Cairo.

The Congress was held under the slogan “healthy populations
for sustainable development”, and sought to highlight the relation
between all three; leading to the formulation of a roadmap on
adapting them to face global challenges.

Experts, policymakers and researchers from around the
world gathered to exchange and share experience around the
issues of population, health and development. More than 8,000
participants from inside and outside Egypt attended; listening
to some 270 speakers in 65 discussion panels; in addition to
taking part in 47 teaching sessions and workshops held by the
Egyptian Fellowship Programme that hosted 375 speakers in 31
specialisations.

Attending the Congress were Hala al-Said, Egypt’s Minister
of Planning and Economic Development; Mohamed Maait
, Finance Minister; in addition to ministers from Nigeria and
Serbia, UN figures concerned with regional population and
health, politicians, representatives of civil society organisations,
NGOs, the private sector, investors, entrepreneurs, researchers
and influencers. The Coptic Church participated with discussions
in the field of mental health.

Growing population, insufficient resources

President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi gave a word at the opening
session of the Congress. “Population growth is one of the most
serious challenges facing Egypt,” he said. “Egypt’s resources are
lessthan can cope with its population growth, yet ways should be
found to tackle that dilemma.” He said that the State’s National
Population Council, the media, mosques, churches, civil society
organisations, and practically every Egyptian, should join hands
to address the calamitous population growth problem in Egypt.

The President moved on to speak of Africa’s population which,
he said, is projected to grow to 1.6 billion in 2030; again with
insufficient resources. And again, he stressed the need to find
ways to address this problem. He commended the PHDC’23,
saying it provided an excellent opportunity and significant
platform to tackle population issues.
He said the Congress should be an
annual event, and expressed Egypt’s
readiness to organise that.

The figures

Egyptian Minister of Health and
Population, Khaled Abdel-Ghaffar,
stressed President Sisi’s  words
that the biggest challenge facing
Egypt is the population issue, since
population growth devours all
development efforts and leaves the
country always needing to catch up.
“We must be able to strike a balance
between economic and population
growth,” he said.

Dr Abdel-Ghaffar said that the
government cannot impose a limit
on how many children a family
can have, since this is a matter of
freedom. “The number of children
[per family] is a freedom and the
State cannot interfere in individuals’
freedoms. The State, however, has a
responsibility to direct individuals
to have healthy, happy families.” He
was implying that smaller families
are healthier and hence happier.
President Sisi interjected saying
that having children in Egypt is
no “absolute freedom’; it must be
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regulated to avoid a “calamity” in the country.

Moving on to the figures, the Minister said that Egypt’s
population increased by 40 million since 2000, reaching a
current 105 million.

Dr Abdel-Ghaffar cited the overall birth rate in 2023 as 2.1
per cent, down from 2.85 percent in 2021. The rate of use of
contraceptives, he said, was 75 per cent in 2023, up from 66.4
per cent in 2021. This, while the illiteracy rate among over-
10-year-olds had stood at 25.8 per cent, but decreased to 12.6
per cent in 2023.

Egypt’s population conundrum, Dr Abdel-Ghaffar said,
started in 1950 when the population reached 20.7 million. Ever
since, it was an uphill battle, given that the population’s needs
exceeded the capacity of the country’s resources; population
growth always outstripped economic growth.

Family planning: worthiest investment

The Minister highlighted Egypt’s gigantic efforts to address
the needs of the growing population. He explained that among
these efforts has been the building of 24 new cities and towns;
also districts which replaced the countries notorious slums;
cultivation of three million feddans (I feddan = 4,200sq.m)
of land reclaimed from the desert; as well as the remarkable
health initiatives that come under the title “100 million healths”
launched in 2018, which have had spectacular results [not least
being the feat achieved by Egypt in eradicating its scourge of
widespread hepatitis C].

“The most significant investment project Egypt can engage in,”
Dr Abdel-Ghaffar said, “is family planning.” Every pound spent
by the State on family planning, he stressed, yields EGP151.7.
These include EGP74.1 saved on education, EGP32.9 on health,
EGP28 on housing, and EGP16.7 on food subsidies.

That being the case, the Minister said, it is of paramount
importance to hold regular societal dialogue on the population
issue. An electronic application will be launched shortly, he said,
for citizens to engage in sharing views on the issue, especially
young people and doctors.

During PHDC’23, a societal dialogue was conducted on
drafting Egypt’s national strategy for health and population
for 2023 - 2030. The session saw participation of experts and
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specialists including Naeema al-Gasseer, representative of the
World Health Organisation; Muhammad al-Ammari and Amr
Higab, deputies of the health committees in Egypt’s House of
Representative and Senate respectively; MPs and senators; Gamal
Emeira of the Doctors Syndicate; and Kawthar Muhammad of
the Nurses Syndicate. There were also representatives from
Serbia which faces the problem of a dwindling population, and
Nigeria which suffers from explosive population growth.

National strategy

AnEgyptian National Strategy for Population and Development
2023 - 2030 was launched.

The strategy aims to achieve a balance between population
and development by enhancing reproductive health, empowering
women, investing in youth, improving educational opportunities,
raising awareness on population issues and achieving social and
economic well-being for all citizens.

The health strategy constituted enhancing Egypt’s
health systems with the objective of attaining universal
health coverage for all Egyptians, and ensuring that basic
international-standard health services are attainable to all;
promoting health and well-being; prevention of and battling
diseases; securing preventive measures, preparedness, and
response to Egypt’s health security; enhancing fairness,
governance, leadership, and accountability in health services;
and promoting innovation in digital health services.

Resolutions

Finally, the Congress issued its resolutions which were
announced by Dr Abdel-Ghaffar.

Foremost among them is the recommendation for investment in
human capital by relevant official bodies; and public, private and
civil sectors. Investment should be directed at public services
such as health, education, transport, energy, job opportunities
and placement, social security, better gender equality, women
empowerment, economic competitiveness, and environment and
climate change response. The population issue should be merged
into the education system. The media should take responsibility
in spreading awareness of the dire population problem, and
concepts of a smaller family for a better life and future.

The resolutions also stress the need for a wider role by NGOs in
ensuring that family and social services—especially reproductive
health services—reach the grassroots
in an effective manner.

The private sector is encouraged
to strongly participate and share
in programmes concerned with
population, health and development;
especially in mobilising the required
funding or financing locally and
internationally. It is also required
to sponsor innovative solutions to
population and health problems,
and to furthering the concept of
smaller families.

The population dimension,
according to the resolutions, ought
to be included as a major element in
planning and execution of projects,
alsoasapivotal criterionindecisions
on comparative advantages of any
programme or project.

An initiative was launched to start
serious efforts on the population and
development front in Egypt’s five
governorates with the highest birth
rate: Matrouh in the northwest; and
Assiut, Sohag, Qena, and Minya in
the south.

Finally, Dr Abdel-Ghaffar
announced a presidential assignment
to hold a second edition of the
Congress next year. He said it would
be held in 21 - 24 October 2024.
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