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| A l'invitation du gouvernement hongrois,le pape Tawadros 11,

. pape d'Alexandrie et patriarche de la prédication de Saint Marc
a effectué une visite en Hongrie pour assister a ses célébrations
de la féte nationale le 20 aoiit également appelé le jour
de la Saint-Etienneen souvenir du premier roi et fondateur
du Royaume de Hongrie.Pendant son régne ,Saint-Etienne fonda
son royaume sur les normes et les valeurs de I’Europe occidentale,
organisa I’Eglise chrétienne hongroise et christianisa le continent
européen. il est aujourd’hui considéré comme le saint patron
de la Hongrie.Il fut canonisé 45 ans aprés sa mort, le 20 aout 1083
par le pape Grégoire VII.SS le pape Tawadros a assisté dimanche
dernier 20 aouta la messe festive en la basilique saint Etienne
présidée par le cardinal Peter Erdo, archevéque de I’Eglise catholique
de Hongrie, avec la participation de 'ambassadeur du Vatican
a Budapest,Mgr Michael Wallace Banach, des évéquesde I’Eglise
et de milliers de Hongrois.C’est I’occasion de relater I’histoire
de saint Etienne, le premier roi de Hongrie.

Roi apostolique, Etienne fut le premier a consacrer
un royaume &a la Vierge Marie. Il avait été baptisé lors
de la conversion de son pere vers 982. Il épousa sainte
Gisele, la sceur de I'empereur d’Allemagne Henri |Il.
Il fut couronné roi de Hongriepar saint Anastase,
disciple de saint Adalbert, avec l'approbation du pape Sylvestre Il.

Apres avoir regu par le Baptéme la nouvelle naissance,
et du pape Silvestre Il la couronne royale, il consacra
les quarante années de son régne a organiser et christianiser
son nouveau royaume, fondant huit évéchés et de nombreux
monasteéres, faisant venir des missionnaires de Baviere ou
de Bohéme, construisant de nombreuses églises pour
les fideles.

La couronne des rois de Hongrie avait été envoyée en 1001
au duc Etienne par le Pape Sylvestre I, comme symbole
de la constitution du royaume apostolique. Elle est devenue
le symbole national de l'identité hongroise et est actuellement
composée d'une croix inclinée, d'une calotte sphérique
et d'un cercle précieux, ayant pour poids 2 056 grammes.

L'inclinaison de la croix est due a une circonstance fortuite.
Lors d'un bouleversement politique, la reine Isabelle voulut
emporter la sainte couronne. Elle la mit dans un coffret trop
étroit et en s'appuyant sur le couvercle pour le fermer,
elle fit céder la croix qui s'inclina sur un cété.Depuis lors,
la couronne est restée en cet état, les Hongrois ayant poussé
le scrupule jusqu'a vouloir lui conserver ce défaut accidentel.

La calotte se compose de deux cercles se croisant a angle
droit au-dessus d'un troisieme et tous formés de plaques

émaillées. Le fond est une étoffe en or, qui a été completement
renouvelée en 1867. La croix inclinée est vissée dans la plaque
placée a l'intersection des deux demi-cercles et au milieu
de la figure de Jésus qui y est représentée.

La troisieme partie de la sainte couronne est un autre cercle
plus riche encore qui englobe les autres et qui vient
de l'empereur de Byzance, Michel Ducas. C'est un ruban
d'or sur lequel se trouvent huit plaques d'or émaillé alternant
avec de grosses pierres précieuses et représentant des Saints
ou des rois. Au-dessus du ruban sont des triangles
et des ovales en or émaillé et a jour, avec des couleurs
plus foncées et un travail plus artistique; celui du centre
représente Jésus-Christ assis sur son tréne. Les inscriptions
sont en latin.

Cette couronne mérite donc son titre de «saintex:
elle a été donnée par un Pape, elle a reposé sur la téte
du duc Saint Etienne, premier roi et ap6tre de la Hongrie,
elle est le gage de l'indépendance nationale et en ses fleurons
I'dme méme du pays. C'est le palladium de la nation hongroise;
elle appartenait, non au roi, mais au peuple, et I'empereur
d'Autriche n'était réellement roi de Hongrie que lorsqu'il
en avait ceint sa téte dans limposante cérémonie du couronnement.

Roi, pere et chrétien exemplaire, Etienne savait conseiller
et ses conseils avaient force d’autorité car il vivait
ce qu'il recommandait. Les conseils qu'il a donnés a son fils
saint Amerigo visaient a ce qu'il puisse gouvemer avec sagesse,
s’imposer avec douceur et étre un exemple d’homme catholique
pour gouverner en toute sainteté.

Saint Etienne recommanda donc a son fils de garder la foi,
le don de vigilance et de protection, le méme traitement
pour tous, la compassion et miséricorde, la force et 'honnéteté.

«Toutes ces choses que je vous ai brievement indiquées
sont celles qui constituent la couronne royale; sans elles,
personne ne peut régner en ce monde ni parvenir au Royaume
éternel», a-t-il conclu.

A noter que les Hongrois étaient les descendants de ces fiers
et terribles envahisseurs connus sous le nom de Huns.
Etienne eut le bonheur d'étre I'apbtre en méme temps que
le roi des Hongrois, et de les civiliser.

Avant sa naissance, sa mere eut une vision de Saint
Etienne, Martyr, lui prédisant que son enfant achéverait
l'ceuvre de la conversion de la Hongrie, commencée
par ses parents.Aussi le prédestiné regut-il au Baptéme
le nom d'Etienne.Ses premiéres inclinations le portérent
a Dieu; sa premiere parole fut le Nom de Jésus; ses études
furent aussi remarquables par ses succées que par sa piété.

Etienne avait vingt ans quand il succéda a son pére. Pour
donner tous ses soins a la christianisation de son royaume,
il commenca par établir une paix solide avec tous ses voisins.
Ce ne fut pas sans peine que le pieux roi put mener a bonne
fin son entreprise ; son peuple était tout barbare et endurci
dans les superst/t/ons du paganisme ; il lui fallut soutenir
une guerre contre ses propres su;ets mais le jedne,
'aymdne et la priere lui assurerent la victoire.

Etienne fit alors venir des apdtres pour evangellser cette nation
ignorante et grossiére; il publia des lois trés séveres contre

le meurtre, le vol, I'adultere, le blaspheme et d'autres crimes;
il pourvut a la protection des veuves et des orphelins
et a la subsistance des pauvres; il fonda et enrichit les églises:
aussi vit-on bientét ce pays offrir une magnifique végétation
Chrétienne.

Dans toutes ses ceuvres, le saint roi était secondé par sa pieuse
épouse, Giséle.L'humilité accompagnait tous les bienfaits
du prince; souvent il choisissait la nuit pour accomplir
ses ceuvres de Charité; il lavait en secret les pieds
des pélerins, et cachait discrétement ses aumones.

Un jour qu'il était sorti incognito pour distribuer de I'argent
aux malheureux, comme il n'avait point réussi a contenter
tout le monde, il fut dévalisé et foulé aux pieds; loin de s'en facher
et de se faire connaitre, il offrit a la Sainte Vierge cette humiliation
et résolut de ne jamais rien refuser a aucun pauvre.

Il était impossible que ses revenus pussent suffire
a tant de charités, sans quelque merveille d'en haut.
Un jOUI’ qu’Etienne prlalt absorbé en Dieu, il fut enlevé
en l'air par les Anges jusqu'a ce que son oraison fiit achevée.
Dieu opéra en sa faveur beaucoup d'autres prodiges.
Ses dernieres années furent éprouvées par des maladies,
qu'il supporta avec patience et courage.

Saint Etienne de Hongrie est décédé le 15 Aolt 1038
a Albe Royale le jour de 'Assomption en 1038. qui est donc
sa naissance au ciel et sa féte. Il a laissé le souvenir
d’un grand roi, d’'un homme irréprochable et d’une immense
bonté.
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Problemson hold

Donald Trump on LGBT
Living up
to his words

Youssef Sidhom

Throughout the last few months, | have repeatedly
written about the immora assault againgt the
family in the West. That assault, which originated
in the US and spread to European countries, leads
to the downfall of the traditional family, one of the
oldest and most important ingtitutions based on the
union of aman and a woman to produce offspring.
The assault promoted and legidated for same-sex
relations, seeing them asaright to sdf-determination,
freedom and gender equdity. It disregards the
human and social values that established the family
as the nucleus of a human community, afamily that
congsts of amale afemale sons and daughters.

Promoting LGBT and gender transtion, and
glorifying them has gained so much momentum that
the LGBTQ+ movement today boasts its own pride
flag and banners which we find imposed on almost
all events and gatherings. A news report | recently
came upon warned that we are fast approaching
the end of al honourable principles on which
human values have been based; these are being
replaced by diabolic values that push humanity into
unprecedented moral decline

Amid this moral turmoail, | became eager to spot
any opinion that opposesthe evil trend of supporting
same-sex relations and gender transition; I find it
hard to beieve that the entire western world has
given up its legacy of faith and ethics, and does
not dand againg this torrent of immorality. |
came upon many calls by Christian and societal
entities that rgect woke concepts of sex and
gender, and uphold the ethical fundamentals that
have always represented the very foundations of
society. However, | wondered whether these calls
were enough to curb western moral decadence,
or if there was a way to channd them into actual
reform. The answer came in an address by former
US President Donald Trump who is currently facing
legal charges which might stand in the way of his
running in the 2024 US presdential dections. Truth
isthat Mr Trump's legacy as US President has left
a negative impresson internationaly; he is viewed
as having harassed friends as well as foes under his
‘America First’ motto, so that many people in the
world were happy to get rid of him and have Joe
Biden instead. But the Arabic proverb goes “the
winds do not always blow the way the ship desires’,
and another says “Worse than my master is my
mistress’. One would be & a loss to decide who is
better or who isworse Mr Trump or Mr Biden? The
Biden administration fared worse than imaginable
in handling global and American issues, whether
politically, militarily, diplomaticaly, culturaly, or
morally. I cannot fathom any logical explanation for
this but that the Biden administration fell into the
armsor under the thumb of the American ‘war lords
council’ that controls decison-making and fuels
conflicts and wars throughout the world, to promote
thearmstrade

Back to the LGBT and gender transformation
issue let me cite what Mr Trump said last July:
“Herés my plan to stop the chemical, physical and
emotional mutilation of our youth. On day one | will
revoke Joe Biden'scrud policies on so-called gender
affirming care. Ridiculous! A process that includes
giving kids puberty blockers, mutating their physical
appearance and ultimately performing surgery on
minor children. Can you believe this? | will sgn a
new executive order ingtructing every federal agency
to cease al programmes that promote the concept
of sex and gender trangtion at any age | will then
ask Congress to permanently stop federal taxpayer
dollars from being used to promote or pay for these
procedures, and pass a law prohibiting child sexual
mutilationin all 50 States; it'll go very quickly. I will
declare that any hospital or healthcare provider that
participatesin the chemical or physical mutilation of
minor youth will no longer meet federal health and
safety standardsfor Medicaid and Medicareand will
be terminated from the programme immediately.
Furthermore, | will support the creation of a private
right of action for victims to sue doctors who have
unforgivably performed these procedures on minor
children. The Department of Justice will investigate
big pharma and the big hospital networks to
determine whether they have ddiberately covered
up horrific long-term side effects of sex transitions in
order to get rich at the expense of vulnerable patients,
inthis case very vulnerable Wewill also investigate
whether big pharmaor othershaveillegally marketed
hormones and puberty blockerswhich arein no way
licensed or approved for thisuse. My Department of
Educationwill inform Statesand school digtrictsthat
if any teacher or school official suggests to a child
that they could be trapped in the wrong body, they
will be faced with severe consequences including
potentia civil rightsviolationsfor sex discrimination
and the dimination of federal funding. As part of
our new credentialing body for teachers, we will
promote positive education about the nuclear family,
the roles of mothers and fathers, and celebrating
rather than erasing the things that make men and
women different and unique. | will ask Congress
to pass a hill establishing that the only genders
recognised by the United States government
are male and female, and they are assigned at
birth... We will protect the rights of parents
from being forced to allow their minor child to
assume a gender which is new and an identity
without the parents consent. The identity will
not be new and it will not be without parental
consent... Under my leadership this madness
will end.”

As a presdential candidate, Mr Trump makes a
strong case but, given his past behaviour which is
not beyond unreasonable excesses, | say: He would
dowel if helives up to hisword.

Upon invitation by the Hungarian governmert,
Pope Tawadros || embarked on athree-day vist to
Hungary on Sunday 20 August.

Theinvitation wasfor the Coptic Orthodox Pope
to participate in Hungary's State Foundation Day,
but Pope Tawadros seized the opportunity to offer
pastoral care to the Coptic Orthodox congregation
in Hungary and other European countries

Hungary's State Foundation Day is the oldest
national day in Hungary; its origin goes back to
the first king and State founder of Hungary, St
Stephen (975 - 1038), who transformed the country
into a European Chrigian one On 20 August
1092, King Ladidaus declared the day sacred, and
proposed the canonisation of King Stephen. Open
celebration of the day was suppressed during the
medieval Ottoman occupation of Hungary, but was
reintroduced by Maria Theresain the 18th century,
and was retored to its current status following the
collapse of the Eastern Bloc in 1989,

Modern official celebrations begin with the
ceremonial hoisting of the national flag in Kossuth
Square in Budapest where the Parliament building
gtands, followed by the carving of the Cake of
Hungary and handing Stateawardsto distinguished
citizens A procession is held in honour of the
Holy Right Hand (the mummified right hand of St
Stephen), and spectacular fireworks are shot after
sunset on the banks of the Danube.

Mass...and House of Parliament

Pope Tawadros Il and the deegation
accompanying him attended the evening festive
mass held on Sunday 20 August by the Hungarian
Churchin & Stephen's Basilicain Budapest.

Cardinal Peter Erdo, Archbishop of the Catholic
Church in Hungary presided, while Vatican
Ambassador to Budapest, Monsignor Michae
Wallace Banach, the bishops of the Hungarian
Church and thousands of Hungarians participated.

The Pope paid a vist to the House of the
Hungarian Parliament, accompanied by Chamyen
Gault, Deputy Prime Minister of Hungary. He
was given a guided tour through the building
which was congtructed in 1904 on thousands of
wooden columnsto avoid damage by groundwater,
and which houses many historic Hungarian
archaeological artefacts. The centrepieceisaglass
box displaying the crown of King Stephen 1.

After the tour which lasted a full hour, dinner
was held in honour of Pope Tawadros. Both he
and Mr Gault gave speeches and exchanged
souvenir gifts.

The Pope said he was happy with the relaions
between Egypt and Hungary, which go a long
way back. “Asauniversity sudent in Alexandria,”
he reminisced, “I used to take a train which we
called al-Magari because it was madein Hungary;
Magari became synonymous in Egyptian dang
with ‘quick and efficient’.

“We came from Egypt to participate in the
celebration of Saint Stephen, a ceebration of
love, haliness and history. On the personal level,
I celebrate the first day I entered the monastery
37 years ago; | took my vows at the [4th-century]
monastery of S Bishoy in Egypt's Western Desert.

“I believethat spiritual relationshipsconstitute
a measure of soft power ... | pray that God
sustains our love, for a person without love is
not a human being.”

President recelves Pope

Pope Tawadros was received by Katelyn Novak,
President of the Republic of Hungary, at the
Presdential Palace in Budapest, on Monday 21
Augus.

Both Presdent and Pope expressed mutual
appreciation and gratitude for the opportunity to
celebrate together the Hungarian National Day. It
was a visit filled with warmth and courtesy. Upon
leaving, the Popewroteamessage in theregister of
senior visitors to the Republican Palace.

The Pope was also received by Hungarian
Prime Minigter Victor Orban at the premiership's
headquarters on Tuesday 22 March. Mr Orban
sressed his country’sinterest in opening up to the
Orient, especially to Egypt in view of Presdent
Sig’sconcept of citizenshiprightsfor all Egyptians,
and the significant efforts of the country in battling
illegal migration.

Pope Tawadros |l attended a dinner held in
his honour by Egypt's Ambassador to Hungary

Mohamed al-Shennawy.

On the ecclesd front, the Pope paid a vist to
Cardinal Peter Erdo, Archbishop of the Catholic
Church in Hungary. He also visited the monagtery
of St Paul in Budapest, where he expressed hisjoy
a being in a monastery that bore the name of an
Egyptian saint, and presented the monastery with
anicon of & Anthony and & Paul the Hermit.

Honorary doctorate

Monday 21 August saw Pope Tawadros awarded
an honorary doctorate degree from the Catholic
Universty of Pazmany Peter, a the university’s
headquartersin Budapest.

The University was founded by Cardinal Péter
Pazman in 1635; today some 8,000 students are
enrdlledinit.

Professor Toshka Laszlo, Professor of Arabic
Language at the University of Budapest, ddlivered
the university’s speech, during which he spoke
about the life journey of Pope Tawadros Il
from hirth till today. He referred to the political
events Egypt underwent since 2011, focusing on
the events of the 30 June 2013 Revolution [which
rid Egypt of the post-Arab Spring Idamist rulé,
and the subsequent meeting on 3 July 2013 [in
which a roadmap was drawn for Egypt to achieve
civil State]; the Pope participated in this meeting
alongsde army leaders Sheikh a-Azhar and
intellectuals

The Professor addressed the sacrifices made
by the Pope and the Coptic Orthodox Church
over the years, then summarised the text
granting Pope Tawadros the honorary doctorate:
“Through his work in Christian education and
social development, he took responsibility for
the service of al humanity. Therefore, as we
are aware with pleasure and gratitude of the
impact of this work on the Egyptian Coptic
Orthodox Church, we consider it an honour
for us to celebrate the Pope of Alexandria and
the Patriarch of the See of St Mark, and we are
honoured to accept Pope Tawadros |1 among the
doctor honoraries of Pazmany Péter University”.

Pope Tawadros Il is the fourth pope to be
granted an honorary doctorate by the university;
the other popeswere Patriarch Bartholomew | of
Congtantinople, Maronite Patriarch Bechara al
Raie, and Coptic Pope Shenouda III (patriarch
in 1971 - 2012).

Education and development
Pope Tawadros gave a speech in which he

expressed deep gratitude and pleasure “to be
in this beautiful country and to meet a group of
distinguished academics, researchers, and guests.

“I am proud to receive this honorary doctorate
from an ancient and prestigious university with a
long higtory in scholarship, science, theology, law,
and humanities

“I reflect on my undergraduate years at the
Feculty of Pharmacy, Alexandria Universty,
where our professors ingilled in us not only
knowledge but aso hope, optimism, and a passon
for learning.

“The same dedication to education existsin our
Coptic Orthodox Church which firmly believes
that education and devdlopment form the two
pillars that alow it to go on from one generation
to another. The Church, jointly with the Egyptian
State, has played a pivotal role in establishing
numerous public schools. It also contributes to
spiritual education via theological colleges and
Sunday schools.

“Development is intended for the betterment
of society and is facilitated by our Church
through its dedicated servants in pastoral care,
spiritual and social development, trandation
services, libraries, schools, hospitals, student
accommodations, refugee assistance, displaced
persons services, and various publishing
platforms, both print and digital.

“S Francis of Asdd said, ‘Lord, make me an
instrument of your peace. Wherethereishatred, let
me sow love, where thereisinjustice, let me bring
justice, where there is doubt, let me ingtil faith,
where there is despair, let me kindle hope, where

(]

thereisdarkness, let mebelight'.

*

Loveof Creator and creation

“Through education and development,” the Pope
continued, “we present love, which allows us to
touch the heart of every individual because it is
the pinnacle of al virtues. | would liketo elaborate
on the concept of love in Chrigtian education for
societal development. To illugtrate, | will use the
five fingers of a hand as a metaphor due to their
diversity, cooperation, and integration, and their
ubiquity in our daily lives:

“Hirg, the love for God the Crestor.

“Saint Anthony of Egypt, the founder of
monasticism, said, ‘Wherever you go, let God be
before your eyes’. The first commandment in the
Bible is, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your
heart. This comes through deeper understanding
of God, who loved us first. In His love, the churches

engage with ecumenical and international bodies,
such asthe World Council of Churches, theMiddle
East Council of Churches and the Council of
Churches in Egypt. Through dialogue, ‘they all
may beone, asYou, Father, areinMe, and | in'You,
that they also may be onein Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me’ (John 17:21).

“Secondly, the love of naturein its entirety

“‘In the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth’ (Genesis 1:1). He created mankind
and vested them with the responsibility of tending
and conserving nature. However, our world is now
encountering challenges such as climate change,
global warming, water scarcity, desertification, and
drought, all matters of concern for international
and humanitarian organisations

“In this context, | commend your country’'s
commitment to renewable energy resources, such
as solar and wind power, and its initiaives in
waste management, biotransformation, sustainable
agricultural programmes, and the preservation
of forests and water resources. Your country also
places great emphasis on education and science,
making it accessble to students worldwide. In
this vein, | wish to express my gratitude for the
scholarships offered to Egyptian students, which
alow them to understand, manage and study with
discernment, awareness, and knowledge”

" We have chosen love’

“Thirdly, the Pope said,” is the love for fdlow
humans

“The world, steeped in materialism, is yearning
for genuine love, unable to find a source of love
to satidfy it. Thisis a need | underscored in my
meeting with Pope Francis during his address
in & Peter's Square last May. ‘We have chosen
love even if we are going againg the current of a
greedy and selfish world. We have accepted the
challenge of love that Chrigt asks of us. We will
be true Chrigtians. Thisis our message Thus, we
commemorate the day of fraternal love with the
Catholic Church every 10th of May.

“In Egypt, we live harmonioudy and lovingly
with our Mudim brothers who condtitute the
mgority, we respect each other and collaborate in
building, developing, and serving every human.

“In a world suffering wars, conflicts, violence,
and terrorism, which have caused an upsurge in
refugees, displaced people, and the homeless, our
responsibility towards humanity has heightened.
The Bible tells us to ‘uphold the weak’ (1
Thessalonians 5:14 ).

“Fourth, the love of ongs homeland.

“The Bible says ‘Blessed is Egypt My
people (Isaiah 19:25). Over 2000 years ago,
Egypt was blessed with the visit of the Holy
Family. Today, Egypt is home to some of
the world's oldest churches and monasteries,
including the Hanging Church, constructed in
the fourth century. As well as the Cathedral of
the Nativity, the largest cathedral in the Middle
East, which was inaugurated in 2019 in our
new administrative capital, designed to be a
pioneering smart city. Simultaneously, we are
building the Grand Egyptian Museum, destined
to be the largest museum showcasing ancient
Egyptian civilisation. | invite you all to visit
onceit opensin the forthcoming months.”

Light of theworld

“Fifth, thelove of Heaven and Eternity

While we grive to build and serve each other
on Earth, our hearts and aspirations aways
reach out towards Heaven, ‘He will dwell with
them’ (Revelation 21:3). We ought to follow the
divine commandments that uphold the value of
humankind and family as God intended.

“Here, I confirm Viktor Orban’s statement, “We
must build awall around our children to protect them
from targeted sexual ideology. A mother isawoman,
and afather isaman. Leave our children alone’

“We should collectively resist human frailties by
taking firm stances against moral challenges that
defile human nature as created by God.

“Our prime misson isto be alight to the world
... dttotheearth.”

Reporting by Michad Girgis,
Rose Hosny, Nevine Gadallah,
Basma Nasser
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