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L’assomption de la Vierge du Greco

L’Eglise copte orthodoxe célébre le 16 Misra, correspondant au 22 aoiut de chaque année,
I’Assomption du corps de la toute pure sainte Vierge Mavrie. L’Assomption de Marie,
appelée Dormition dans la tradition orientale, est la croyance religieuse selon laquelle
la Mere du Christ, ne devait pas connaitre la corruption du corps. Elle est donc entrée,
corps et ame, directement dans la gloire de Dieu, ce qui est traduit par «_montée au ciel_».

Le Synaxaire raconte les détails de cette histoire
expliquant que tandis qu’elle priait auprés du Saint
Sépulcre dans l'attente du moment joyeux ou elle
sera délivrée des liens charnels, 'Esprit Saint lui apprit
qu’elle quittera rapidement ce monde périssable.
Le moment venu, les apétres et les vierges du mont
des oliviers arrivérent. Alors que notre Dame était étendue
sur son lit, notre Seigneur vint, entouré d’'un grand
nombre d’anges, la consola et lui apprit quel grand
bonheur lui était préparé. La Vierge en fiit heureuse et,
ayant tendu le bras, elle bénit les apétres et les vierges
présentes. Puis elle rendit 'dme entre les mains de son fils
et son Dieu, Jésus-Christ qui I'éleva vers les demeures
célestes.

Les apdtres embaumeérent son corps et partirent pour
Gethsémani. En chemin, des juifs voulurent s’interposer
et empécher son enterrement. L’un d’entre eux attrapa
le cercueil, alors ses mains se séparérent de son corps
et y restérent attachées. Lorsqu'il crut et regretta son geste,
ses mains reprirent leur place sur son corps par les priéres
des saints apoétres.

Or, Thomas l'apbtre n'était pas présent avec eux au moment
de la Dormition de notre Dame. Il arriva au moment
ou elle fut enterrée et eut la vision du corps pur qui
s’élevait vers le ciel soutenu par les anges. L'un d’entre
eux lui dit: «Dépéche-toi et embrasse le corps de la toute
pure sainte Mariex. Il fit ce qui lui était demandé.

Ayant rejoint les autres apétres, ils lui apprirent le départ
de notre Dame. Il leur répondit: «Je ne croirai cela que lorsque
Je verrai son corps. Vous savez que jai douté de la résurrection
du Christr. Alors, ils allerent avec lui au tombeau et l'ayant
ouvert ils n’y trouverent pas le corps. lls en étaient
tous abasourdis. Alors Thomas leur raconta comment
il avait vu le corps pur emporté par les anges vers le ciel.
L’Esprit Saint leur expliqua que le Seigneur n’a pas voulu
que le corps demeure sur terre.

Le Seigneur leur avait promis quiis la reverraient avec son corps.
Ils attendirent 'accomplissement de cette promesse
jusqu’au 16 Misra ou ils la virent assise a la droite

Ainsi s’accomplit la prophétie de David qui dit: «La reine
s’est tenue a la droite du Roi».

C'est foccasion de sapprocher de ce mystére par la présentation
du tableau de Dominikos Theotoképoulos dit le Greco,
né le 1er octobre 1541 a Candie, aujourd’hui Héraklion
en Crete, que nous allons découvrir le sens de la féte
de I’Assomption. Cette ceuvre monumentale, restaurée
en 2019, est le panneau central du retable réalisé par
le Greco a la demande, en 1577, de Don Diego de Castilla,
doyen de la cathédrale, pour le monastére de Santo
Domingo El Antiguo de Tolede, fondé au 11e siecle
pour le roi Alphonse VI. Terminée en 1579, cette immense
huile sur toile, fait aujourd’hui partie de la collection
de I'Art Institute of Chicago.

Greco a peint la montée au Ciel de la Vierge Marie.
L’événement de sa Dormition, qui ne ressemble a aucune
autre car exempte de douleurs, est représenté avec
des couleurs lumineuses (du bleu — du jaune — du rose
— du vert). Selon la Tradition des Peres de I'Eglise,
les Apdtres, dispersés a travers le monde pour annoncer
/ ’Evangi/e, sont miraculeusement réunis autour du tombeau
de Marie. lIs ont la surprise de le trouver vide et assistent,
au son des Cantiques, a I'élévation dans le Ciel, soutenus
par des anges, de Son corps et de Son dme.

Le tableau se divise en deux parties. La partie inférieure
représente le tombeau vide; sa perspective montante
symbolise le miracle qui vient d’avoir lieu. Les Apdtres,
sont répartis en groupe de six. Visages et attitudes
refletent interrogation et perplexité devant ce qui vient
de se produire. Certains semblent prier. D’autres suivent
du regard Marie. Le doigt de I'un d’eux, pointé vers Elle,
attire notre regard et parait nous indiquer quelle voie
suivre pour «atteindre» le ciel.

Sur la partie supérieure, Marie est vue en contreplongée.
Les bras grands ouverts, les yeux levés vers le ciel,
elle est accompagnée dans les nuées par six anges
aux postures diverses et par des quelques chérubins;
ce terme serait d’origine assyrienne. Dans cette langue
«kéroub» ou «karibuy signifierait «celui qui prie» ou «celui

sur un croissant de lune. Il délimite le monde de la terre,
corrompu par le péché, et I'espace pur du monde divin.
Les nuages, eux aussi, séparent le monde d’en haut
et celui d’en bas.

A sa droite, I'ange vétu de rose, un bras délicatement
passé sous celui de Marie, semble laider dans
son ascension vers le ciel. A sa gauche, le visage de l'enfant
habillé de jaune (le seul qui regarde en direction du visiteur)
crée un lien entre le monde terrestre et le monde céleste.
Son regard, qui fixe le spectateur, est comme une invitation
a y pénétrer.

Ce tableau, grace a ses couleurs vives, son dynamisme,
sa luminosité et par les mouvements des bras des personnages,
donne une grande force a I'événement qui s’est produit
et nous touche tous de pres parce que nous sommes
destinés a mourir. Mais, comme le montre le Greco
dans son ceuvre, la mort ne peut avoir le dernier mot.
C’est ce que celui dont le nom a un sens profond:
Dominikos vient du latin «dominicus ou consacré au Seigneur
et Theotokopoulos signifie «Fils de la Mere de Dieux
veut nous faire comprendre: elle n’est qu’'un passage
vers une autre vie, une rencontre ou I'’Amour transfigure
tout. Marie, élevée dans la gloire, nous attire a elle pour
nous donner, dés a présent, un avant-godt de cette joie
éternelle promise par Dieu. Le Greco laisse entrevoir
son mysticisme et son adhésion a la Contre-Réforme
ou la Vierge joue un réle essentiel dans la rédemption
des humains.

L’Assomption annonce le jugement dernier.
C’est ce que nous rappelle IEglise en faisant mémoire le 22 Aol
de Marie, la femme couronnée d’étoiles dont parle
I’Apocalypse. La premiéere oraison qui est proclamée
lors de la messe le dit clairement: «Dieu qui a voulu
que la Mere de ton Fils soit notre Mere et notre
Reine, fais que, soutenus par son intercession, nous
obtenions dans le ciel la gloire promise a tes enfants».
Ce jour-la, le peuple chrétien salue et prie Marie.
Reine du ciel et Méere de miséricorde, celle qui toute
sa vie fut la servante du Seigneur, nous a ouvert le chemin

de son fils et son Dieu et entourée du choeur des anges.

qui communique».

Les pieds de la Vierge reposent

qui conduit a Lui.
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Problemson hold

Montazah Palace and Gardens
So this

IS development!

Youssef Sidhom

Is it the destiny of my generation to confine ourselves to
memories of the good old days, so that we do not despair
whenever we see the beauty and majesty of a cherished edifice
of our past lost to so called ‘development’? But even if we accept
to detach ourselves from current reality, and isolate ourselves in
memory lane, a voice inside us persists in crying: why should
our children and grandchildren be deprived of the original beauty
and fragrance of their history?

Today, 20 August 2023, Watani carries a feature story titled
“Montazah Palace.. an architectural gem embracing Alexandria’s
seashore”. We print this story to commemorate 130 years on the
building of the Palace. The Watani story documents some of
the most remarkable achievements that took place at Montazah
Palace, leaving it with a long-standing legacy that blends history
with architecture and natural beauty. The story also cites opinions
that testify to the undermining of that legacy at the hands of
the current so-called development of Montazah Palace.

As I am used to, let me begin with the positive aspect of the
story: the great history of Montazah Palace.

Some time in the 1890s, Egypt’s ruler from 1892 - 1914,
Khedive Abbas Helmy II (1874 — 1944) was strolling over a
stretch of beach in Alexandria when an area of enthralling
beauty east of the city caught his eye. He decided to build
there a summer place for himself; he named it “Montazah”,
literal for promenade. The area, located on a plateau 16 metres
above sea level, was endowed with unmatched natural beauty,
including a depression where herds of deer used to roam, and
a garden lush with trees and plants.

Khedive Abbas Helmy II himself oversaw construction of
the palace in 1892. The unique architectural style of Montazah
Palace, the design and setup of its vast gardens dotted with
charming statues, made for a breathtaking scene. His successors
to Egypt’s throne made equally remarkable additions to the
Palace and its gardens.

The gardens surrounding the Palace stretched over 350
feddans [one feddan is 4,200 square metres]: 80 feddans of
orchards, 45 feddans of flower gardens, and 125 feddans of
forest trees. They also included a honey apiary, a dairy farm,
dog pens, and an aviary.

The Khedive had commissioned Greek-born architect Dimitri
Fabricius Pasha, who at the time served as court engineer and
Director of Khedivial Palaces, to build the Salamlek Palace on
Montazah grounds, a place in which he received and met visitors.
He then built a music booth, famously known as the “Music
Kiosk”, in the middle of the gardens where bands used to play in
Khedival summer concerts.

In 1928, King Fuad I (1868 — 1936) ordered the construction
of al-Haramlek Palace to house members of the royal family in
summer. Al-Haramlek is a Turkish word that denotes a place
allocated for women, to preserve their privacy and dignity. Al-
Haramlek was designed by Italian architect Ernesto Verruci in
an alluring mix of Florentine and Turkish architecture. During
his time, King Fuad I also ordered the construction of a 3000-
sq.m. Royal Greenhouse which includes a collection of rare
tropical plants.

When he ascended the throne in 1936, King Farouk (1920 —
1965), added the Clock Tower and the Tea Kiosk overlooking
the Mediterranean. He also constructed the bridge that
connects the beach with the island of the lighthouse which
guided ships and yachts into Montazah bay where the Royal
Yacht al-Mahroussa was docked.

In 1952, King Farouk was forced to abdicate the throne to
his infant son and, in 1953 Egypt became a republic. Montazah
Palace and gardens have since been opened to the public.

Through the years, Egyptians have especially enjoyed
Montazah beaches, which were named after Aida, Cleopatra,
Venicia, and Semiramis, in addition to the private beach of
the 1964 Palestine Hotel. This was built in Montazah by the
Egyptian government to host the second Arab summit in
September 1964. Recently, a project was launched to develop
Montazah. But what a “development”! Let me give you an idea
through two messages I received; I include them here without
any editing or embellishment.

The first message reads:

“Yesterday I went to Montazah Bay after the announcement
that it is now open following completion of the development
works. Entry fees at the outer gate is EGP25 per person, car entry
is compulsory, parking fees for another EGPS0. If you want to
head to the beach, you should queue (a very long queue) to take
a golf cart; once it’s your turn you pay EGP20 per person. Oh, I
forgot to mention that the development works have added three
huge car park buildings which have occupied one third of the area
of the gardens. These parks have only served to upset visitors and
burden them with unnecessary extra charges. Once we mounted
the golf cart we expected to stroll through the beautiful Montazah
Gardens; but where are these? There are only relics of Montazah’s
famous trees, in a dire state of lack of any upkeep or trimming.
The place is strewn with construction waste and damaged grass.
Under the pretext of making space for the new buildings, we have
lost the greenery, openness and harmony of strolling under the
trees and canopies. We finally reached the beach where we were
greeted by a ‘battallion’ in charge of organising entry; they asked
for EGP125 per person for a beach umbrella and beach chairs for
the group. The beach is beautiful as is the sea too, especially with
the water breaker that was installed, yet the organising team is
only good as far as their uniform goes; they lack any proficiency
or adequate client treatment. The bathrooms and changing cabins
are scarce, overcrowded and lack regular cleaning throughout
the day. When the day was over and we wished to head back to
our cars, there was absolutely no order and people had to race
to take the golf carts. After waiting for 30 minutes for a golf
cart, we despaired and decided to head to the car park on foot in
spite of the large distance. Finally, all I can say is that the project
to develop Montazah Gardens is a failure; the place has lost a
great deal of its splendour, charm and historic legacy. A visit has
become daunting and costly; an experience we will never repeat.”

The second message: “Montazah is engraved in our memory
as a dear, beautiful value that will never leave us. When we talk
about it, the heart flutters and the eyes tear over a beautiful time
that is now gone. Millions of pounds were spent on the place
under the pretext of developing it but unfortunately, the features
of history and royalty that should have been preserved for future
generations have been lost. Oh Alexandria! What a loss, a great
loss! T love you my country, I love your sun, your sea, your sky,
and your good decent people. But sadly, you frustrate me with
your gush to tarnish the beauty of the past for the sake of some
decrepit development.

FOR NEW BUSINESSES
IN EGYPT:

online registration service for new companies.

Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly, who was at the government headquarters
in New Alamein, attended through video conferencing the process of the first
online registration which involved the Damietta Company for Green Ammonia in

Damietta Free Zone.

Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources, Tarek al-Mulla; Minister of Justice,
Omar Marwan; and Damietta Governor, Manal Awad, also attended the launching of

the new service via video conferencing.

According to Hossam Heiba, Chairman of GAFTI, as of today, investors can register their
companies online through GAFI’s electronic portal and carry out all procedures involved,

including payment of fees, using digital signature. GAFI,

the remaining foundation-related procedures with the third parties concerned, following
which it would send investors their new companies’ documents via courier.
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Mariam Adly

ONE-STEP ONLINE REGISTRATION

To encourage investors to establish new businesses in Egypt by ensuring a
simple procedure for registering their companies, the General Authority for
Investment and Free Zones (GAFI) launched on 9 August a fully automated

Mr Heiba explained that GAFI’s electronic portal provides all instructions
for the registration of new businesses, as well as information and advice
including the type of company that corresponds to the activity of the entity

being registered, the documents required, the fees and the time to be taken
until the registration process is completed. After an investor completes the application,

he or she can track the request through the portal or through email. Investors will
not incur any additional expenses through the online registration, Mr Heiba divulged,
pointing out that the online registration will spare them any red tape.

In addition to saving time and effort for investors who wish to register their new

companies, this move will contribute to raising Egypt’s ranking in the worldwide
investment environment indicators, Mr Heiba explained.

PM Madbouly lauded the move which was implemented in record time, he noted,
reminding that the idea of the online registration of nascent companies was among the
most important decisions made by the Supreme Investment Council that was held last
May, chaired by President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi. He commented that the flexibility and
smoothness offered by online registration of new businesses represents a quantum leap
that endorses the State’s plan to create an investment friendly climate.

he said, would then complete
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Egypt’s famous heritage and homemade handcraft fair,
Diarna, has been held at Wadi Degla Cub in Maadi, Cairo.
The 65-year-old fair is organised by the Ministry of Social
Solidarity. It is the first time the fair, sponsored by Social
Solidarity Minister Nivine al-Kabbag, is held at Wadi Degla’s
where it ran for three days during the weekend of 10 - 13
August at the main Wadi Degla Club in Maadi. The exhibition
will be moving to the club’s 11 branches located in various
regions in Egypt such as Cairo, Giza, Damietta, and Assiut. It
will mainly be held during weekends, the main time when
families and individuals frequent the club.

Exhibits in Diarna included among other goods kilim,
copper handicrafts in Pharaonic and Islamic ornamentation,
high-quality cotton sheets, women’s accessories and jewellery,
heritage textile products from the southern city of Akhmim
in Upper Egypt, as well as crafts made from seashells, reeds,
and the famous traditional Upper Egyptian talli shawls.

As she opened the fair at Wadi Degla’s, Ms Kabbag said she
was keen for Diarna to tour all over Egypt. “The Ministry is
providing multiple marketing outlets for the goods produced
by small producers. This is the 22nd exhibition out of total
25 that have been held or are scheduled inside and outside
Egypt during 2023; Some of those exhibitions have extended
throughout a full month.”

The aim, she explained, is to promote and market the
products of small family industries.
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theough financinl literacy teaining for women

Angele Reda

“Addressing the Economic Drivers of Illegal Migration”.

The course aimed at raising awareness among women about the financial and economic issues of their daily lives, by
educating them on budgeting and savings, and how to start up small and micro projects.

Side by side with the financial literacy course, an awareness programme was conducted on the dangers of illegal
migration, and the existence of safe, positive, local alternatives that carry economic viability.

During the training course, the NCW held a session under the title of “Tales with Children” presented by writer Samah
Abu-Bakr Ezzat, with the aim of implanting positive values in children, highlighting the importance of self-discovery and
promoting skills, and the necessity of saving and balanced spending in money.

The programme addressing the economic drivers of illegal migration in Egypt was initiated by the NCW, jointly with the
EU and the Ministry of Emigration and Egyptian Expatriates’ Affairs.

The programme targets rural and underprivileged women, especially those who head households that seek income-
generating opportunities. It works to help families whose youths need employment opportunities and resort to illegal

migration instead.

The NCW chose to implement its programme in Egyptian regions or governorates that feature highest on illegal migrant
numbers: Luxor, Minya, Beheira, and Gharbiya as starting points. It works on providing an alternative to irregular migration
through enterprise development and work opportunities for women and youth.

According to May Mahmoud, manager of Addressing the Economic Drivers of Irregular Migration in Egypt,
the programme provides comprehensive opportunities in vocational and entrepreneurship training, as well as the
establishment of incubator/production units and Business Development Service (BDS) units to ensure long term
sustainability of the activities. The programme also creates linkages and partnerships with the private sector and
businesses to help place qualified human resources in vacancies they might have.

A training course on financial literacy for women in the village of Kom al-Baraka in
Beheira, northwest of the Nile Delta, concluded earlier this month. The course was offered by
Egypt’s National Council for Women (NCW) in collaboration with the EU and the Ministry

of Emigration and Egyptian Expatriates’ Affairs, within the framework of the programme

Rehab Gamal

Egypt and beyond

Among the exhibitions held has been “Beit al-Arab for
productive families” held in Cairo; Diarna Arabiya held
at Mall of Arabia in the Giza satellite city of 6th October;
Diarna at Cairo Festival City; the Furniture Exhibition in
Minya; Diarna in Luxor; Diarna that ran on the sideline of
the Camel Race Festival in North Sinai, which was held last
April; another Diarna fair held in tandem with the Social
Development Banks and Institutions conference held last
May in Sharm al-Sheikh in South Sinai; and yet another
held on the sidelines of the conference of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation held in Cairo last June; in addition
to 12 exhibitions held in public and private banks. Diarna
also has permanent headquarters for its summer fair which
is held in the North Coast resort of Marina, running for
two consecutive months July and August, where it attracts
holidaymakers from all over the North Coast.

The fair also participated this year in the Egyptian Omani
Exhibition held at Oman’s capital city Muscat.

“The Ministry also plans to hold eight rounds of Diarna
Fair in a number of Arab and foreign countries, including
Qatar, Cote d»Ivoire, Bahrain, and Dubai,” Ms Kabbag

8 _H’\
S -
(0 W(

said. Such exhibitions, she noted, work to open new markets
for Egyptian handcrafted goods, in addition to providing
channels to explore export opportunities first-hand. They also
work to enhance the competitiveness and development of
Egyptian products, she said.

Egyptian heritage goods include copper ware, glassware,
ceramic products, Akmim heritage textile goods, farakafrom
Qena, traditional Aswani goods, handmade kilim and rugs
from Fayoum, traditional jewellery and garments, furniture,
woodwork, leather goods, cotton sheets and towels, essential oils
and perfumes, traditional food products, Sinai heritage crafts,
eco-friendly bamboo products, ornamental and decor goods.

65 yearsold

“Diarna”, literal for “Our Homes”, started off in 1958,
sponsored by the Ministry of Social Affairs—today the
Ministry of Social Solidarity—under the name “Productive
Families Fair”. The aim was to market products of cottage or
home-based industries in order to help families increase their
income. It has steadily grown, today featuring products from
all Egypt’s 28 governorates, and has expanded to include
goods produced by craftsmen and micro industries, also a
few public sector companies that sell at discounted prices
personal and home products in high demand by the public. It
now opens in various venues across the country at different
times of the year, generating good revenue.
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