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Portrait de Louis XIV

Echo du Caravage a Versailles

En 2023, le chdateau de Versailles célébre son 400éme anniversaire.

Parmi les célébrations organisées a cette occasion, une exposition intitulée
"Chefs-d'eceuvre de la chambre du roi" y est tenue proposant de contempler les tableaux
qui ornaient les appartements de Louis XIV. On peut ainsi y découvrir les goits
du roi en matiére de peinture et au premier chef les sujets religieux qu'il affectionnait.

a chambre de Louis X1V telle qu'il la voyait. C'est lexpérience
inédite que propose cette exposition temporaire au chateau
de Versailles jusqu'au 16 juillet prochain. Inédiite car c’est la premiere
fois depuis la fin du XVlle siecle que neuf chefs-d’ceuvre issus
de la collection personnelle de Louis X1V, d’ordinaire dispersés,
se trouvent pour un temps réunis dans ce qui fut d’abord un salon,
puis, en 1701, la chambre officielle du roi.

La chambre du Roi est au coeur du chateau de Versailles.
Centrale, elle donne sur la cour de Marbre, avec la cour Royale
a l'horizon.

Avant de devenir chambre d'apparat en 1701 sous limpulsion
de Louis X1V, cette piéce n’était autre que le salon axial, alors
ouvert sur la galerie des Glaces. Louis XIV a souhaité en faire
un nouvel espace, un «épicentre de la vie de cour».

L’intérieur fut donc modifié selon les golits du Roi qui suivit
de pres I'évolution des aménagements et choisit de garder
cinq des peintures de Valentin de Boulogne et quatre médaillons.
Toutefois, certaines toiles furent retirées des boiseries en raison
de la création d’un relief en stuc doré au-dessus du lit.

La transformation du salon en chambre en dit long sur le godt
du monarque pour la peinture caravagesque: une peinture
aux compositions sobres et a la touche virtuose, jouant sur
la densité des ombres pour mieux contraster avec le somptueux
décor de la piece, largement rehaussé d’or.

Dans cette chambre de parade somptueuse, Louis XIV a choisi
de mettre en avant des sujets religieux. Les ceuvres du peintre
francais, Valentin de Boulogne, figurent également dans la chambre
d’origine. Cet artiste, né en 1591 et attesté a Rome des 1614,
puisa la force de sa palette dans les modeles qu’avait laissés
Caravage a la Ville éternelle et dans les figures populaires
de la Rome des bas-fonds qu'il fréquenta jusqu’a sa mort,
en 1632.

L’intégralité des neuf toiles dont les médaillons qui ornaient
le salon sont réunis pour la premiére fois au chéteau de Versailles.

Les ceuvres sont présentées dans les appartements de Madame
de Maintenon.

Témoins du golt du roi pour les clair-obscur du Caravage,
magnifiés notamment par Valentin de Boulogne, ces toiles
sont au cceur de ses collections.

Habituellement présentées a six meétres du sol, I'exposition
offre une occasion unique dadmirer ces toiles a hauteur de regard.
Ces ceuvres aux compositions sobres et a la touche virtuose
Jouent sur la densité des ombres et contrastent avec le somptueux
décor de la piece, largement rehaussé d’or.

Sur les neuf ceuvres présentées au public, sept représentent
des épisodes bibliques. D’abord, les célébres évangélistes
de Valentin de Boulogne (15691-1632): Saint Luc, Saint Jean,
Saint Mathieu et Saint Marc, présentés pendant la rédaction
des Evangiles, accompagnés de leurs attributs: I'ange
de Matthieu, le lion de Marc, le taureau de Luc et l'aigle
de Jean. Le peintre, le plus italien des caravagesques
francais, témoigne du goit de Louis XIV pour ce courant:
contre le maniérisme, utilisation du clair-obscur mais aussi
humanisation du fait religieux, présenté dans sa quotidienneté.

Le roi s’était entouré d’autres tableaux tirés d’épisodes
bibliques. «Le Denier de César» par exemple, de Valentin
de Boulogne également, représente la scene ou les Pharisiens,
voulant mettre en défaut Jésus, Ilui présentent un denier
a leffigie de César, lui demandant si selon lui il est permis
de payer l'imp6t. Jésus répond alors: «Rendez donc a César
ce qui est a César, et a Dieu ce qui est a Dieu.» (Mt 22, 21).
«Le Mariage mystique de sainte Catherine» par Alessandro
Turchi (1578-1649) figure également dans la collection
du roi: lEnfant Jésus passe lanneau a sainte Catherine d’Alexandirie,
symbolisant ainsi sa consécration. Enfin, «Agar secourue
par l'ange» par Giovanni Lanfranco (1682-1647), chef-d’ceuvre
du caravagisme de la prestigieuse collection du banquier
EverhardJabach, représente Agar, la servante d’Abraham

chassé par lui avec leur fils, Ismaél. Errant dans le désert
de Beer-Sheeva, assoiffés, ils seront secourus par un ange.
Selon Alexandre Maral, historien de [lart et auteur
de «Le Roi-Soleil et Dieu,essai sur la religion de Louis XIV»,
il est «difficile de faire la part des choses entre le sujet
représenté et [l'ceuvre d’arty, ajoutant néanmoins
que concernant 'ceuvre «Le Roi David jouant de la harpe»
du Dominiquin, situé dans le salon de Mercure, le roi a toujours
«voulu l'avoir sous les yeux, le faisant méme traduire sous
forme de reliefs a la chapelle», témoignant ainsi d’un intérét
pour le sujet représenté. Il est probable que Mazarin, le plus
grand collectionneur du XVlle siecle, passionné d’art,
ait contribué a la formation du godt esthétique de Louis XIV.
Pour le reste, difficile de se prononcer donc, puisque ces tableaux
dont sentourait le roi— de plus en plus pieux a la suite de son mariage
avec Madame de Maintenon— pouvaient aussi

bien étre de [lordre, selon Tlhistorien, de la simple
«délectation esthétique».
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Today, | resume tackling the issue of
LGBTQ, the endorsement of which goes
againgt our religious and societal values.
Yet LGBTQ movements have overtaken
the western world under the pretext of
freedom, equality, non-discrimination,
and theright to self-determine one'siden-
tity. Such excellent principles have been
exploited to judtify evil, deviance, and
mendacity. Yet there are voices that de-
nounce and resist the frightful invasion
of societies, especialy those of the “ad-
vanced world”, by LGBTQ values. Last
May, when Uganda moved to defend its
congtants, traditions, and family vaues,
by passing a law criminalising LGBTQ,
what should US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken do but rush into vocal condemna-
tion of thelaw, branding it as one that cur-
tails freedoms and roots discrimination.
Secretary Blinken appeared to disregard
the fact that he was intervening in the do-
mestic affairs of a sovereign country.

The incident | present today took place
in Sydney, Augtraia, where Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese participated in
a pride parade replete with rainbow-col-
oured banners and LGBTQ dogans. This
brought on a heated tirade of protest from
Mar Mari Emmanuel, Metropolitan of the
Ancient Assyrian Church of the East in
Audtradlia and New Zedland. The Metro-
politan announced that a peaceful protest
would take place the following day at the
Cathedral of StMary tovoicethergection
of Christians to LGBTQ and to the sup-
port demonstrated by the Prime Minister
to it. He said that LGBTQ principles are
incongruent with the Christian faith that
isbuilt on Christ’steachings. He said that
Christians everywhere in the world, be
that the US, Europe, Australia, New Zea-
land, Canada, Asa, or the Middle East,
will stand for their beliefs. “So when you
come and try to impose any way of life,
any philosophy, any ideology that contra-
dicts our beliefs ... rest assured that this
will never be”

The Metropolitan addressed the Prime
Minister saying that in choosing to march
in pride parades and suchlike, or to sup-
port specific issues, he should realise that
he is not representing Australia because
Audtrdians include Chrigtians who are
opposed to LGBTQ; “you are represent-
ing only you,” the Metropolitan said. He
described the current situation as one of
moral bankruptcy where LGBTQ rights
are glorified while religious freedom is
trampled, and religious beliefs are brand-
ed asracist and discriminatory. Hesaid the
government was touting democracy and
human rights while it was in fact rooting
davery. Under such conditions, he said,
it was up to Christians to adhere to their
beliefsand protect their children. “ Our be-
lief is firm that God created humans in His
own image and likeness, male and femade
He created them, Adam and Eve. If some-
one chooses a way of life different than
what God intended, thisis hisown choice;
he hasno right to imposeit on othersor to
force it on their children.” Metropolitan
Mar Mari Emmanuel said he considers
LGBTQ amost dangerous heresy in our
modern times, and cries for the reawak-
ening of the Christian values that were
once the motive force for the Australian
nation, but have today become an old
legacy that some feel ashamed of. He
said the Bible was being pulled out of
schools to make way for heretical mate-
rial that brings disgrace.

| leaveAustraliafor the USwhere anoth-
er frightful activity istaking place. Video
footage posted on social media showed a
woman visiting the kids' section in a Tar-
get store where clothes of children, even
babies and toddlers, carry dogans such as
“I'm so happy I'm queer”. The kids' col-
lectionincludesalarge proportion of pride
stuff, the woman says, showing horrifying
samples of clothes intended for transgen-
der kids, such as swimsuits that advertise
alight binding effect on the chest or others
that highlight bottomsin which male geni-
tal organs may be tucked. All this should
work to introduce children to the thought
of gender fluidity, and prepare a genera-
tion aware of and endorsing LGBTQ.

As though this were not enough, the
kids' collection aso featured clothes car-
rying satanic messages. “ Satan loves you
and respectswho you ar€’; “ Satanishope,
compassion, equality, and love’; “Satan
loves dl LGBT peopl€’. It dl points a a
diabolica conspiracy targeting the family
and the community. But the conspiracy
backfired; the outraged, incensed public
decided to boycott Target. Initial estimates
of the retailer’s weekly losses are in the
billions of dollars. But the question that
begs an answer is: who stood to benefit
from Target's promotion of LGBTQ, and
who paid for it? The obvious purpose of
the promotion of such thought among
children is that, as they grow, they would
bein aposition to defy their parentsif they
happen to be opposed to LGBTQ. How
successful that could be, or whether or not
thetrend would moveto other USretailers
oncetheinitial shock subsides, are matters
to watch for.

| fear for our country should such goods
sneak in to us through individuals who
may not be perceptive of the dogans they
carry. Do not be surprised at that, it hap-
pened before with less dangerous goods,
owing to well-intentioned ignorance.

elebva

“The Holy Family’s Entry into Egypt” is a promi-
nent event exclusively celebrated in Egypt every 1t
of June. Even though the occasion is a Church feast
in the first place, it is also an event that concerns all
Egypt, and there have been strong calls—one of the
strongest being a persistent call by Pope Tawadros
[l—for assigning it asanational feast. Aside from of-
ficial moves, however, there has been an escalating
movement during the last few years for Egyptian in-
stitutions other than the Church to celebrate the occar
sion throughout the month of June.

Asfor the Church, it marksthe feast through festive
Vespers services on the eve of the feast, and Masses
on the feast day, with especidly joyful events held
at churches in various spots which the Holy Family
traversed.

This year, the Coptic Church celebrations started
with an event during Vespers on the evening of 28
May, the Sunday that preceded the feadt, at the 4th-
century church of the Holy Virginin Haret Zuwellain
Fatimid Cairo, built on aspot whereit is believed the
Holy Family resided for three days.

Box of secrets

AnbaRaphail, Bishop-Genera of Cairo Downtown
Churches, presided over the prayers and celebration
at the church in Haret Zuweila, which started with
Egypt's national anthem, and was attended by senior
officials of tourism and antiquities, politicians and
public figures, as well as clergy and congregation.

Following the Vespers incense service, a tradi-
tional deacon procession carried alarge, longitudi-
nal wooden box and marched inside and around the
church, to joyous Coptic chants and praises. Once
back into the church, the box was opened, and a
skull taken out and displayed in a glass box promi-
nently placed near the sanctuary.

Mina Ibrahim, member of the Committee of the
Friends of Zuweila Churches, explained to the audi-
ence that the “box of secrets’ as he called it, was be-
ing for the first time unveiled to the congregation. It
had contained bones and relics of Coptic patriarchs
and saintswho, he said, had been buried in the church
which was the Coptic Orthodox peatriarchal seat
from 1400 to 1520. Mr Ibrahim said the relics were
found during excavations carried out in the 1950s by
the church supervisor Mitry Christo; the relics were
taken out and placed in that wooden box. In 2009,
Anba Raphail opened the box, placed the relics in
reliquaries, accompanied by official documents citing
their discovery, in a specia shrine built in what was
the old buria place in the church. The shrine, which
was opened to the public by Pope Tawadrosin 2016,
aso houses alarge collection of manuscripts and old
church books. The skull, however, was not then dis-
played; studies conducted to find out to whom it be-
longed did not reach a definite answer, but appear to
indicate that it belongs to the 94th Coptic Patriarch
Yu'annis X111 who lived in the 16th century.

National feast

Theevening of 31 May, theeve of the Feast of the En-
try of theHoly Family into Egypt, saw Pope Tawadros
pray Vespers at the Sth-century church of St Sergius
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above a cavern in which, according to tra-
dition, the Holy Family spent some three
months on itsjourney in Egypt.

The event was attended by Cairo Governor Khaed
Abdd-Ad; Ashraf Sobhy, Minister of Youth and
Sports; and Soha Gendy, Minister of Emigration.

The Pope spoke of the thoroughly Egyptian Feast
of theHoly Family in Egypt, which he said the Coptic
Church has marked since the first AD centuries. He
called for it to be celebrated as a national feast. He
said that Coptic Orthodox Churches the world over
celebrateit as Globa Coptic Day.

“There are three aspects to the flight of the Holy
Family into Egypt,” the Pope said. First is the his-
torical aspect as related by St Matthew in his gos-
pel. Second is the spiritual aspect: the blessings
bestowed upon Egypt by the three-and-a-half-year-
journey of the Holy Family through the length and
breadth of the land. These, Pope Tawadros said, are
everyday blessings experienced first-hand; “they
give us spiritual strength.”

The third aspect, according to the Pope, is econom-
ic, offering the opportunity of touristic revenue from
pilgrimswho comefor theblessings of the siteson the
Holy Family trail.

Celéebrating on Nile bank

On 1 June, the day of the feast, Pope Tawadros
celebrated Mass at the church of the Holy Virgin
on the Nile Bank in Maadi, south of Caro. The
church, which was mentioned by historians in the
10th-century but had stood there since much ear-
lier, is built on a spectacular spot on the Nile bank
whereit isbelieved the Holy Family boarded a boat
and sailed the Nile southwards till present-day As-
siut some 375km south of Cairo. In March 1976, a
big open book was seen floating on the Nile water
in front of the church; it was fished out and found
to be a Bible which was open at the 19th chapter in
the Book of Isaiah, which concluded with the verse
“Blessed be Egypt my people’. The book is today
on display in aglass showcase in aprominent place
inside the church. Theincident has further added to
the church’s significance.

The Holy Family feast Mass was this year held
in the church courtyard overlooking the Nile. Pope
Tawadros presided, and a number of Metropolitans,
bishops, and prieststook part in the prayers.

Blessing thewaters

During sermon time, Metropolitan of Maadi Anba
Dania gave a short word of welcome and good
wishes to the congregation, saying that throughout
Egypt’s history the Church has always prayed for
the Nile, the lifeblood of Egypt, and popes have
constantly blessed the waters.

Pope Tawadros's word focused on: Why did Jesus
cometo Egypt? Hisreply gave three reasons. Firgt, to
terminate idol worship in the land; it is a fact proved
by archaeological finds that Egypt’s idols fell over
in places visited by the Holy Family. Second, Jesus
cameto blesstheland, itsriver, and its people. Egypt,

always revived the country despite hard-
ships. “Third,” he said, “the Lord fled to
Egypt to teach us the al-important spir-
itual principle of fleeing from the face of evil and
temptation lest they break us.”

Following Mass, Pope Tawadros cast a little holy
water into the Nileto blessitswaters.

Zagazig: Wheretheidolsfdll

Thesite of Tell Bastainthe East Deltaregion of Zaga:
zig, Shargiya, some 85km northeast Cairo, is famous
as the spot where the ruins of the great temple of the
cat goddess Bastet stand, having collapsed when the
Holy Family arrived there, and where Jesus is said to
have sprung awell of water to drink from.

The Coptic Church celebrated the Holy Family
feast in services presided by Anba Timotheus, Metro-
politan of Zagazig and Minya-Qamh.

In the evening, an event was held at the archaeo-
logical site in Tell Basta under the theme: “Egypt,
the safety and security”. Participating were Anba
Timotheus; Shargiya Governor Mamdouh Ghor-
ab; and President of Zagazig University Khaled
al-Darandeli, in addition to a host of local senior
officials, university staff, politicians, Muslim and
Christian clergy, and UNESCO representative. At-
tendants amounted to more than 700.

This is the second year in succession that Zagazig
University celebrates the feast of the Holy Family in
Egypt; the university marked 31 years on excavating
thewel| at Tell Bastaby itsarchaeologica expedition.

The event started with the national anthem, and
featured a heritage handcrafts display, and a Coptic
art exhibition. A documentary was screened focusing
on thefolk celebrations of the Holy Family in Egypt,
which werelisted by UNESCO as intangible heritage
in November 2022.

Following words by Anba Timotheus who said the
Holy Family visit to Egypt highlighted the values of
love, mercy, and integration; and Dr Ghorab who said
that Shargiya gained a very specia status for being
among the first spots in Egypt to host the Holy Fam-
ily; theatrical showswere performed. A play depicted
thevisit of the Wise Men to Jesusin Bethlehem, King
Herod’s massacre of the Innocents, and the flight of
the Holy Family into Egypt in a spectacular ancient
Egyptian scene. This show was followed by an im-
pressive performance of hymnsand Egyptian national
songs by the ensemble “Let there be Light”.

Museumsand VR

This year, three Egyptian museums in Cairo:
the Nationa Museum of Egyptian Civilisation
(NMEC); the Egyptian Museum in Tahrir, Cairo,;
and the Coptic Museum held events of their own
to celebrate the Holy Family in Egypt. The events
featured seminars, art-exhibitions, and touring the
trail of the Holy Family in Egypt through Virtual
Reality (VR). Exhibits were held of antiquities re-
lating to the Holy Family’s visit, or belonging to
the Coptic civilisation.

The NMEC celebration was atended by Egypt's
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Culture Minister Neveen Elkilany; and a large num-
ber of high-ranking officials and figures from Cairo’s
diplomatic corps; as well as senior figures of Islamic
ingtitutions and Christian Churches. It began with the
national anthem, followed by a performance by So-
prano Ddia Farouk.

An art exhibition displayed paintings by Manal
Metwalli, depicting the Holy Family in the various
sites they visited in Egypt. Ms Metwalli had dedi-
cated to Pope Francis her icon of the Holy Family
in Gabal al-Teir, Minya, which is now on display
at the Vatican.

At the Egyptian Museum in Tahrir, a specia
exhibit was held of eight Coptic artefacts relating
to the Holy Family in Egypt. The artefacts were
loaned by the Coptic Museum for the occasion, and
include a triptych depicting the Holy Virgin hold-
ing Baby Jesus in the centre, and an angel and a
gospel on the two sides, with explanatory inscrip-
tion in Greek. There are also two small early me-
dieval terracotta flacons, commonly known as am-
pullae, from the monastery Abu-Mena (St Mina) in
Egypt's Western Desert, which had been a famous
pilgrimage site.

Sdly Add, curator a the Egyptian Museum, told
Watani that banners promoting the exhibit had been
placed in aprominent position at the main gate of the
museum, and carried replicas of the oldest icon of the
Holy Family's Flight into Egypt, from the monastery
of the Holy Virgin in Muharrag, AssiLt.

The Coptic Museum, for its part, held an exhibi-
tion that began on 11 June and runs till the end of
the month, showcasing 11 objects that include man-
uscripts, icons, and wooden artefacts. Apart from
those showing the Holy Family against backgrounds
of Egypt’s Nile and countryside scenes, Gihan Atef,
Director Genera of the museum; and curator Janette
Gad, pointed out one that depicts Jesus stretching his
hands out in blessing. The icon resonates with the
theme of the exhibition which centres on the bless-
ings of the Holy Family’s visit to Egypt. One exhibit
depictsthe Gospel of Matthew open at the verse “ Out
of Egypt havel caled my son” (Matt 2: 15).

Blessed Egypt in VR

In al three museums, VR tours of the trail of the
Holy Family was presented by the Egyptian NGO
Blessed Egypt Foundation for Development and Her-
itage Revival.

Ali Abdd-Haim, Director-General of Egyptian
Museum, spoke of his persona experience of the VR
technology; “It is a brilliant, unprecedented idea. It
made me visit the places and fed in their midst.”

The Egyptian Museum in Tahrir and the Coptic
Museum also hosted Blessed Egypt’s VR tours.

Pope Tawadros had in November 2022 launched
Blessed Egypt's website which features an active
map that denotes the spots on the Holy Family trail
in Egypt. Once any spot is clicked, it opens a stun-
ning visit of the site in virtua reality. Video foot-
age of every site is included, as well as spectacu-
lar photographic collections, with explanation in
seven languages: Arabic, English, French, Italian,
German, Spanish, and Russian.
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