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Cannes 2023 vitrine du cinéma africain

Le nombvre record de films africains présentés au 76e Festival de Cannes a alimenté
les discussions sur le renouveau du cinéma sur le continent, porté par une nouvelle
génération de réalisatrices. Cette année, le «Carrosse d'Or», décerné dans le cadre

de la «Quinzaine des réalisateurs», a été remis au Malien Souleymane Cissé,

cinéaste chevronné a qui l'on doit la réinvention du cinéma en tant que forme d'art africaine.

Cette année, I'Afrique a fait un bond qualitatif avec six films en sélection
officielle, dont deux en lice pour la Palme d'or. Jusqu'ici, ce n'était qu'un réalisateur
africain en sélection officielle et le Festival rendait souvent hommage
aux doyens du cinéma africain a travers cette plus prestigieuse
sélection du monde.

L’édition 2023 a changé la donne. La nouvelle présidente
du Festival, Iris Knobloch, a justement fait remarquer pour dire:
“ll y a un avant et un aprés-Cannes”.

Cette année, les réalisatrices ont effectué une percée au sein
de la compétition officielle avec sept femmes parmi les 21 cinéastes en lice.
Souvent absente de la compétition officielle, I'Afrique était représentée
cette année par deux de ces réalisatrices, considérées par Thierry
Frémaux comme les fers de lance d’une "nouvelle génération”
de cinéastes sur le continent.

La Tunisienne Kaouther Ben Haniaa fait sa premiére apparition
sur le tapis rouge vendredi 26 mai pour son film "Les Filles d’Olfa".
Un film a mi-chemin entre fiction et documentaire, qui raconte les efforts
d'une mére pour retrouver ses filles attirées par le djihad en Syrie.
Le lendemain, la Sénégalaise Ramata-Toulaye Sy a présenté son histoire
d'amour torturée "Banel& Adama", seul premier film dans la course
a la Palme d'or.

La sélection de ces deux femmes cinéastes a créé une excellente édition
pour le cinéma africain, quatre ans apres le sacre de la réalisatrice
franco-algérienne Mati Diop, qui avait remporté un Grand Prix surprise
a Cannes pour son premier long métrage, "Atlantique”. Il s'agit également
d'une forme de reconnaissance tardive pour un continent qui n'a remporté
qu'une seule Palme d'or, en 1975, pour "Chronique des années de braise"
du réalisateur algérien Mohammed Lakhdar-Hamina.

La section «Un certain regard», consacrée aux talents émergents, a présenté
quatre autres films africains. Les réalisateurs marocains Asmae EI Moudir
"La mere de tous les mensonges” et Kamal Lazraq "Les meutes" ont évoqué
la vie quotidienne et la pégre de Casablanca, tandis que l'artiste hip-hop congolais
Baloji s’est attaqué a la sorcellerie dans son premier film, "Augure”. Parmi
les films les plus attendus figurait "Goodbye Julia" de Mohamed Kordofani,
une exploration des racines du chaos qui regne actuellement au Soudan, racontant
I'histoire d’un chanteur retraité du nord du Soudan, ravagé par la culpabilité
apres avoir dissimulé un meurtre.

Le long métrage "Omar la fraise"” du réalisateur franco-algérien Elias Belkeddar,
avec Reda Kateb dans le réle d'un gangster exilé qui tente de revenir dans le métier,
a quant a lui été diffusé lors d’une projection de minuit.

Les films africains étaient également présents dans les sélections paralleles,
«la Quinzaine des Réalisateurs», «la Semaine de la Critique et I'Acid»,
avec des films du Cameroun "Mambar Pierrette", de Tunisie "Machtat",
de Guinée Bissau "Nome" et d’'Egypte "Paradis" - ces deux derniers ayant contribué
a élargir le spectre au-dela des pays francophones.

A cet égard, le jeune réalisateur égyptien Mourad Moustafa apris le relais
pour présenter 'Egypte a I'écran de cette 76eme édition de Cannes, a travers

son court métrage «Issa, je te promets le paradis», sélectionné pour participer
a la section «Semaine de la Critique».

Ce 3eme court-métrage de Mourad raconte l'histoire d’un jeune immigré africain
de 17 ans vivant en Egypte qui tente de courir contre la montre pour sauver
ses proches suite a un violent accident. Il met en vedette Kenny Marcelino
et Kenzi Mohamed.Le jeune réalisateur développe actuellement son premier
long métrage «Aicha ne peut plus voler», passant 135 jours en tant qu’invité
parmi 6 jeunes cinéastes du monde entier dans le cadre du programme «Film
Residence» du Festival de Cannes, subissant toutes sortes d’accompagnement,
de formation et d’'encadrement lors de I'écriture du premier ou du second 'expérience
de chacun de ces jeunes cinéastes en résidence.

L'abondance et la diversité des films proposés sont une source de "fierté
et de confiance" pour Aissatou Diallo Sagna, actrice frangaise d'origine guinéenne
qui officie en tant que "marraine” du Pavillon Afrique au 76e Festival de Cannes.

"Je pense que beaucoup de gens ne connaissent pas encore le cinéma africain
et sa diversité", a souligné la comédienne qui figurait au casting du film de Catherine
Corsini, lors d'un cocktail organisé a l'occasion du lancement du pavillon. "lis pourront
découvrir de nouvelles formes de cinéma, de nouvelles facettes du cinéma."

Outre cette flopée de nouveaux films, «la Quinzaine des réalisateurs» a réservé

{ - - \ F
Souleymane Cissé recevant le «Carrosse d’or»

cette année une place toute particuliere a une légende du cinéma africain,
Souleymane Cissé, qui s’est vu décerner le Carrosse d’Or, un prestigieux prix
honorant les réalisateurs qui ont marqué I'histoire.

Son envoutant chef-d'ceuvre "Yeelen" (La Lumiere -1987) avait fait du cinéaste
malien une coqueluche du cinéma d'art et d'essai occidental.

CEuvre profondément spirituelle enracinée dans les traditions orales de I'Afrique
précoloniale, le long-métrage a été salué comme une percée émancipatrice
pour le cinéma du continent, une réinvention du film en tant qu'art africain.
Il a remporté le prix du jury a Cannes, une premiére pour le continent.

Autre film majeur du réalisateur, son premier long métrage "Den Muso"
(La jeune fille, 1975), gratifiéa Cannes d’'une projection spéciale en prélude
a la cérémonie de remise de son prix.

Cette histoire poignante d'une jeune fille muette de Bamako, rejetée de tous apres
avoir subi un viol, est un féroce plaidoyer contre les structures patriarcales de
domination. Un film choc qui valut a I'époque au réalisateur un séjour en prison
et fut interdit dans son pays d'origine.

S'adressant au public aprés la projection, Souleymane Cissé a expliqué
qu'il avait choisi d’6ter la parole a sa protagoniste pour symboliser le fait que dans
la société les femmes sont réduites au silence.
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Problemson hold
Climbing deeper
into the abyss
Youssef Sidhom

| carry on today with the cry for
help that | let out in my last editorid,
warning againgt the effects of what
reaches us from the so called ‘de-
veloped world’. We frequently find
ourselves at the recelving end of a
western culture that drowns usin de-
lusiona fallacies which, despite their
glamorous slogan wrapping, arein ef-
fect advocating for diabolic purposes
that shake our ethica mainstays and
destroy our moral foundations.

Who could have believed that ho-
mosexuaity would gain legitimacy
and legdity under the pretext of
“freedom”, “equality”, and “sdf-
determination”? And who could have
in their wildest dreams imagined that
we would see a world that destroys
family bondsthat have sincetimeim-
memoria been the very foundations
upon which a community is built?
Even worse, who could have thought
that rather than being ashamed of
shattering these bonds, the world
would be bragging and boasting of
having done s0?

In previouseditorials, | referred to
the stigma of “homosexuality” that
has overtaken the western world,
and according to which same-sex
relations were endorsed, same-sex
marriages made legal, and same-
sex couples alowed to form fami-
lies and adopt children who carry
their name. Homosexuals have the
same rights and duties as all mem-
bers of the community; they fill
various posts and engage in politics
and military service.

As to sex change, we used to hear
in the past about rare cases in which
medicd intervention would be need-
ed to change a person’s sex through
medical treatments and surgery, but
this was done when imbalances or
abnormalities were diagnosed, and
correction waswarranted. It was nev-
er performed on persona whim, but
in compliance with body hormones,
genes, and hedth. In most cases—
rare as they were—those who under-
went transgender surgeries needed
psychological support and help to
equip them to deal with the mental
and socid aftermath and challenges
of the change.

So why do we today find ourselves
in the clutches of a culture that pro-
motes homosexuality, and glamour-
ises transgender trangition and trans
persons? It is no longer about genetic
or hormona abnormalities; it is just
about the desire of aboy to become a
girl or vice versa. Scientific and med-
ical progress has come up with dia-
bolical transgender care that includes
therapy, puberty-blocking drugs, hor-
mone treatments, and even surgical
operations to dter genitdia, breasts,
and testicles.

Let me point out that when | men-
tionthe desire of aboy or agirl inthat
regard, there are no wise personswho
carry the responsibility of checking
and offering advice before adecision
to alow or stop agender trangition is
taken. Under the claim of “personal
freedom”, the entire life-changing
decision is |eft to the whim of mere
children. Not only that, but the chil-
dren are even safeguarded against
any opposition from their parents.
This is the essence of the testimony
| tak of today, given by an Ameri-
can middle-aged woman who lives
in the State of Washington and who
was ralying residents to oppose the
sgnature of Bill 5599 which was
thento be signed by Governor Jay In-
dee, dlowing “host homes to house
youth without parenta permission if
a youth is seeking or receiving pro-
tected hedlth care services.” By “pro-
tected hedlth care services’ the bill
refers to “gender-affirming treatment
and reproductive health care services
that are lawful in the State of Wash-
ington.” Governor Indee signed the
Bill earlierin May 2023.

On video, the woman pleaded
with peopleto beware of this*wick-
ed, evil” bill targeting their children
who have been taught in school that
they can readily ater their gender
identity from maleto female or vice
versa. “If your kids tell you that,
and you object,” the woman in the
video said, “the State of Washing-
ton can legally take your child from
you, and assist that child.”

The shocked American woman
proceeded that while this “demonic’
bill may be issued, giving 13-year-
olds the right to decide about their
gender dteration without their par-
ents consent, the laws of the State
of Washington do not dlow them to
drive before the age of 16, or smoke
or join the army before 18, because
these are the age brackets that ensure
sufficient maturity to make such deci-
sions. So how could the age of mak-
ing thelife changing decision of alter-
ing one's gender be placed a a mere
13? And how could the law alow
children to make such decisions on
their own, given that itsrepercussions
would follow them for life?

As war ges
on in Sudan,

Coypt works
to accommodate...

In a press conference held in Cairo
by the Egyptian Red Crescent (ERC),
it was announced that the ERC has re-
ceived 27 tons of relief supplies provid-
ed by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and funded by the
European Union (EU) to aid Sudanese
who have fled the Sudan war into Egypt.

Attending the press conference was
Egypt’sMinister of Socia Solidarity Nev-
ine al-Kabbaj, Head of the European Un-
ion Delegation to Egypt Christian Berger,
Resident Representative of UNDP Ales-
sandro Fracassetti, and Executive Man-
ager of ERC Ramy al-Nazer.

98,000 refugees from Sudan

Ms Kabbaj said that the relief aid is
meant to support Egypt’s intensive ef-
forts to receive refugees entering Egypt
on the Sudanese border. It includes im-
mediate medical supplies and meals,
also personal protective equipment.
“Providing the grant to support the ef-
forts of the Egyptian Red Crescent towards the Sudanese crisis
reflects appreciation and trust by the international community for
the Egyptian Red Crescent,” she said, “given that the ERC has
demonstrated its capability through its urgent and impactful in-
terventions inside and outside of Egypt.”

Ms Kabbaj said that the ministry has a budget of EGP150 mil-
lion for local and international relief efforts. It operates through
a nationwide network of 26 relief centres that collaborate with
local NGOs and volunteer workers. She said that, according to
UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) figures, some 63
per cent of those fleeing the war in Sudan are women and children
under 18. She said Egypt already hosts some 8 million refugees
from over the world.

Head of the European Union Delegation to Egypt Christian
Berger explained that the EU and its member states are commit-
ted to supporting Egypt and Sudan in these difficult times. “We
are working with our partners to assist Egypt in its efforts to en-
sure the basic social and healthcare needs of Sudanese refugees
are met.”

The EU has also provided 200,000 euros to the ERC to aid
those coming from Sudan to Egypt, Mr Berger added.

According to UN figures, some 98,000 refugees have fled to
Egypt since the fighting began in Sudan.

Development oriented

“Our first goal will be to strengthen the capacities of the gov-
ernment and the relevant local authorities to provide vital basic
services to those affected,” Alessandro Fracassetti, UNDP resi-
dent representative in Egypt said, pledging to work closely with
the Egyptian government, humanitarian aid workers, NGOs, and
other UN agenciesto create a development-oriented approach re-
garding both immediate and long-term response efforts.

For his part, Executive Manager of ERC Ramy al-Nazer said
that ERC volunteers have been present round the clock at the
Egypt Sudanese border since the onset of the fighting, to offer re-
lief and medical services. He said that partnering with the Social
Solidarity Ministry and the EU during such critical times makes

for an effective strategy to fully serve the needs of refugees.

Ms Kabbaj concluded by thanking Aswan Governor Ashraf At-
tiya for the huge efforts the southern governorate is doing to al-
leviate the refugee influx crisis.

Southern outpost: Aswan

As Egypt works to offer services to returnees and refugees flee-
ing the war in Sudan, Aswan Governor Ashraf Attiya announced
on 13 May that a second Nile ferry has started operation, trans-
porting people and cargo arriving from Sudan into Egypt at Qast-
al land crossing on the Egyptian Sudanese border.

The ferry, which belongs to the city of Abu Simbel, has been
outfitted to carry 100 passengers, 10 coaches or trucks, and 50
tons of cargo. It joins a fleet of Egyptian civilian and military fer-
ries, buses and vehicles working round the clock to move people
and cargo from Qastal into Egypt.

Governor Attiya said that an operations room has been set up by
Aswan Governorate, that he himself supervises, to deal with the
crisis. The governorate, he said, coordinates with the land cross-
ings at Qastal and Argeen, also the international land terminus at
Karkar, for updated figures of the numbers crossing the borders,
to be ready to receive them with meals and dry foods, medical
and healthcare, also mental health support. Health services are
offered through Health Ministry clinics and convoys.

The Governor explained that logistics services work with the
Ministry of Transport and traffic authorities to provide trains,
coaches, and microbuses to move the arrivals further inland to
Cairo, Alexandria, or whichever destination they would require.
He said that officials at the governorate are working round the
clock with a host of NGOs, civil society institutions, and volun-
teersto ensure all servicesto returnees and refugees are adequate-
ly provided: food and water, healthcare, childcare and support,
accommodations and transport, hygiene services and garbage
disposal, and others.

The border crossings have been receiving large numbers of bus-
es carrying nationals of various countries, among them China, the
Philippines and India.

Safaga Red Sea port

A few days earlier, Health Ministry Spokesperson
Hossam Abdel-Ghaffar said health services had on 10
May been provided to 581 people arriving from Port
Sudan to Egypt’s Red Sea port of Safaga. He said that
466 were examined in the port’s quarantine clinics,
114 children were administered polio vaccines [Egypt
is a polio-free country according to WHQ], and one
patient was moved to hospital.

The 466 included 184 Egyptians, 272 Sudanese, five
Britons, an American and a Kenyan who had been
stranded in Sudan. They were welcomed on their arriv-
al at the port of Safagaon 9 May by Red Sea Governor
Amr Hanafi and Head of the Red Sea Ports Authority
Mohamed Abdel Rahim.

Students

Egypt’s national and private universities will be
accepting Egyptian students who had been study-
ing at Sudanese universities and managed to return
to Egypt, Minister of Higher Education and Scien-
tific Research Mohamed Ayman Ashour announced.
They will be required, however, to meet the entry
requirements, he said.

The decision, taken jointly by Egypt's Cabinet and Supreme
Council for Private and National Universities, allows the enrol-
ment of students arriving from conflict zones such as Sudan, Rus-
sia, and Ukraine.

A number of universities have announced lenient admissions
criteriafor repatriated students. The national Nile University ex-
empted returning students from specific conditions they might not
have been able to fulfill, in order to give them better chances at
acceptance, whereas the private Al Salam University announced
special scholarships for them.

Egyptian students requesting transfer to private and national
universities in Egypt were required to complete an online form.
By 4 May, some 4,000 students had registered, according to the
Ministry of Emigration and Expatriate Affairs.

The Ministry noted that most Egyptian students have been
evacuated and returned to Egypt, including two injured students:
Engineering student MonaAwad and Dentistry student Mahmoud
Atef who were wounded by shrapnel shells.

A diabetic medical student, Saber Nasr El-Din, died on 23 April
2023 because he could not get an insulin shot at a pharmacy or
hospital. He was buried in Sudan after efforts to secure safe pas-
sage to Egypt failed.

Repatriation efforts

Egypt is making great effortsto evacuate Egyptians still strand-
ed in Sudan, Red Sea Governor Amr Hanafi said, noting that
coordination with Sudanese authorities was instrumental in pro-
viding safe passage for Egyptians to their homeland, including
an airlift by military aircraft. Official figures put the number of
Egyptiansresiding, working or studying in Sudan at 10,000 when
the war broke out on 15 April 2023. By end of April, the Egyptian
government said it had repatriated 6,399. No further repatriation
was conducted, but the Foreign Ministry pledged to resume the
efforts starting 22 May.

Reporting by Angele Reda, Madeleine Nader,
Muhammad Awad, Rehab Gamal

As Sudan Council of Churches condemns attacks against churches ...

five churches were attacked, three of them Corfic ... Anba Eliva sends moving

Anba Sarapamon

In a statement issued on 20 May 2023, Sudan’s
Council of Churches condemned ongoing at-
tacks by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) against

spiritual message to the suffering Copts in Sudan

& “Endure .. We are children
of the martyrs”

try. With the blessed intercession of the
Holy Virgin, Mar-Girgis, and Mar-Mi-
na, and the prayers of the saints, and all

Nader Shukry
Michael Girgis

“When they could not find any,” the
statement read, “they stole the mo-
bile phones and laptops they found.”

e g o e i e e

L
|

Anba Eliya

fire on Mar-Girgis church, which caused serious
injuries among the Christians. “ Our forcesinclude
not afew Christians,” RSF said.

churches of various Christian sects in Khartoum.
The statement said that the RSF seize the churches
and use them as operations centres to run their
military actions.

The churches attacked by the RSF, the state-
ment said, were the Coptic Orthodox bishopric
churches of Mar-Girgis (St George) and the Holy
Virgin; also the Coptic church of Mar-Girgis in
Bahari. The Anglican Episcopate church was also
attacked, as was the Evangelical church.

In all the attacks, the RSF militias broke through
the church gates and doors, looted all the belong-
ings and vehicles, all the while terrorising, beat-
ing up, or shooting those present, forcing them to
evacuate the building regardless of injuries sus-
tained or scarcely available medical care needed.

The statement concluded with an appeal by
Sudan’s Council of Churches to humanitarian
and human rights organisations to condemn
these violations.

Anba Sarapamon: “We are all fine”

“Dear beloved, we thank our Lord for every-
thing; we are all fine, and all the beloved ones
in the diocese.” Anba Sarapamon, Bishop of At-
bara and Omdurman in Sudan, sent these words
to the Coptic congregation to assure them about
the safety of the Coptsinjured in an attack against
the Coptic Orthodox church of Mar-Girgis in the
neighbourhood of Masalmain Omdurman, Sudan
afew days earlier.

“We pray for an end to the conflict in our beloved
Sudan, and for God to bestow peace on the coun-

your prayers aswell.”

During the early hours of Sunday 14 May, the
Coptic Orthodox church of Mar-Girgis in the
neighbourhood of Masalma in Umm Durman,
Sudan came under an attack which left five in-
jured. The priest Fr Arsanius Zakariya, his son
Girgis, the church cantor who goes

The attackers stole the money in the
donations boxes and all the content of the bish-
op’s room as well. They also caused damage to
the building.

The Sudanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs con-
demned the “criminal behaviour and flagrant vio-
lation of human

by the name of Seifein, the guard
Habashi, and the Church servant
Safwat Shawqy were shot at and
beaten; and the church building
suffered damages. The injured
were moved to hospital during
the day, but got no adequate
care because of overcrowd-
ing and shortage of services.
They were treated, however,

by members of the Coptic
congregation, and are doing
well, Anba Sarapamon said.

Official

condemnations
According to a statement

by the Sudanese Ministry
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For its part, the Coptic Church in Sudan has
been closely following all developments, and
has advised Copts in Sudan to stay away from
conflict districts. A number of Coptic residents
of Khartoum had lost their lives, among them
two sisters, both doctors. The Coptic Church
had halted all church services once the war
broke out on 15 April.

Spiritual message from Anba Eliya

On another note, the Coptic Orthodox Bishop
of Khartoum and the Southern State, Anba Eli-
ya, wrote a spiritual message of assurance and
encouragement to his congregation, especially
given that they have been posting messages on
social media voicing their sense of abandon-
ment and fear.

AnbaEliyasaid that suffering and tribulation are
not new to Christians, and encouraged the congre-
gation to endure it without complaint, exercising
courage and patience with God's grace. “We are
the children of the confessors and martyrs,” he
wrote. “They endured harsh tribulation but never
reproached God; rather, they honoured the teach-
ing of Christ to love their enemies. It grieves me
to see posts of grumbling against God, because we
thus lose our forefathers' greatness and sadden the
heart of Christ who endured so much on the Cross
for our sake.

“My beloved, let us forego the spirit of protest,
and instead purchase the wisdom and eternal peace
gifted to us by the Lord.

“May God take care of you and bless Sudan.”
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