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Problemson hold

Sudan:
link in African chain
Youssef Sidhom

Events unfolding in Sudan by the day, even by the
hour, threaten to hijack Sudan to an ominous fate instead
of securing the desired stability. Alas, what goes on does
not owe to any outside enemy attacking the country, it is
the result of what the people of Sudan are doing to one
other. True, the features of outside conspiracy and greed for
Sudan’s wealth are quite evident, yet the painful bare truth
is that such conspiracies might never have borne fruit had it
not been for the Sudanese who acquiesced—led by internal
struggles—and turned against the legitimate Sudanese
authority. This produced gruesome power struggle and
civil war. Add to that the presence of an armed militia that
challenges the Sudanese national army, and rebels against
it. Sectarian struggle and paramilitary militias are the two
meagical cardswhich shattered many countriesintheregion
during the last three decades. I own that I constantly bow
my head to God in gratitude for protecting Egypt against
falling to this disastrous fate, thanks to the unity of the
great Egyptian people who stood as one man backing their
army. Today’s map of the region clearly shows Egypt as the
only country standing strong amid many others that have
fragmented or disintegrated. Egypt alone has not fallen, a
fact that has bewildered the western forces that conspired,
and are still conspiring, against our region. This is a great
national wealth that no Egyptian should ever be dragged
into discounting.

To affirm my view that local sectarian conflict and the
presence of paramilitary militias are key to destabilising
and ultimately ruining a country, as evidenced today by
Sudan, and in line with testimonies I have been presenting
by figures of the western world exposing policies that
jeopardise the peace and stability of our world, I today
present a valuable testimony by the German African
Mallence Bart-Williams. In a testimony she gave on TEDx
Berlin Salon Conference a few years ago, Ms Williams
boldly talked about the colonial history and disastrous
practices that befell her native western African country
of Sierra Leone, and how its wealth of natural resources
was greedily usurped by colonial powers without giving a
second thought to the people of Sierra Leone or to their fate.

Born in Germany to a Sierra Leonean father and German
mother, Ms Williams-Bart is a social entrepreneur; her
professional repertoire includes publishing, film, fashion,
Ayurveda, writing and philanthropy. Her talk titled
“Change the Channel” on TEDx Berlin has surfed the
world, and to date still rings true. I will here present the
main points in her talk. Ms Williams-Bart said:

“I am Mallence, and | come from the richest country
in the world. It is located in the richest continent in the
world, in the west of the richest continent. My country is
called Sierra Leone. On the surface we are blessed with
infinite beauty and abundance of flora and fauna.. We have
diverse wildlife and vast marine resources, and waterfalls
and rivers that run into the most beautiful beaches. The
land is golden; literally, a true paradise, which of course is
inhabited by the most beautiful souls.

“We are blessed with the real treasures the kings and
queens of this world desire. Besides gold and diamonds, we
have about 20 precious minerals that have been discovered
as of today. We recently started extracting huge petroleum
reserves that have been discovered. We have platinum,
ilmenite to make titanium, rutile to coat jets, iron ore—the
largest iron ore deposits in Africa and the third largest in
the world,—Tantalite, also known as coltan, used in your
mobile phones and computers.. Furthermore, we have
exquisite timber, like mahogany and teak.. Of course, the
West needs Africa’s resources, most desperately, to power
airplanes, cell phones, computers and engines. And the
gold and diamonds of course: a status symbol, to determine
their powers by decor, and to give value to their currencies.

“It’s quite evident that the aid is in fact not coming from
the West to Africa, but from Africa to the western world.
The western world depends on Africa in every possible
way, since alternative resources are scarce out here.. So
how does the West ensure that the free aid keeps coming?
By systematically destabilising the wealthiest African
nations and their systems, and all that is backed by huge PR
[public relations] campaigns, leaving the entire world under
the impression that Africais poor and dying, and merely
surviving on the mercy of the West.. While one hand gives
under the flashing lights of cameras, the other takes, in
the shadows.. It’s super sweet of you to come with your
coloured paper in exchange for our gold and diamonds.
But instead, you should come empty-handed, filled with
integrity and honour. We want to share with you our wealth
and invite you to share with us.

“Last year, the IMF reports that six out of ten of the
world’s fastest growing economies are in Africa, measured
by their GDP growth.. Former French president Jacques
Chirac stated in an interview recently that we have to be
honest and acknowledge that a big part of the money in our
banks comes precisely from the exploitation of the African
continent. In 2008, he stated that without Africa, France
will slide down in the rank of a Third World power.

“This is what happens in the human world, in the
world we have created. Have you ever wondered how
things work in nature? One would assume that in
evolution the fittest survives. However in nature, any
species that is overhunting, overexploiting the resources
they depend on as nourishment, natural selection would
sooner or later take the predator out, because it offsets
the balance.”

According to Mallence Williams-Bart, redrawing the
relation between the western world which considers itself
superior, and countries of the third world particularly in
Africa, and which were doomed by the western world
to dependency and even slavery, is inevitable. We must
learn a lesson from what happened in Sierra Leone and
stands true on Africa in general, Ms Williams-Bart
pointed out. Throughout thousands of years, nature
not only generated the best, fittest and most valuable of
natural resources, but also produced humans that possess
huge capacities and skills. And instead of employing
these capacities for the mutual benefit of both ends of
the world, the colonial powers or the superpowers just
fuel ethnic and sectarian civil wars in the heart of the
colonies they left, for these past colonies to remain
helpless and easy prey to the colonial powers.

| 'am not sure whether this testimony comestoo late to
save our dear Sudanese brothers and their land, yet I cry
to the sense of Egyptian patriotism never to compromise
our beloved Egypt.

The second visit in 10 years by Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros Il to
Pope Francis in Rome marked two historic visits that preceded it: one
a half-century ago, and the other a decade ago. The visits put a seal
of warmth on relations between the See of St Peter and the See
of St Mark, and radiated hopes for future closeness as the two
Churches embark on aroad which in time leads to ultimate unity.
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with Michael Victor reporting from the Vatican, Watani offers its readers a full account of the visit until the paper went to press on Friday 12 May.
Additional reporting from Cairo was done by Dalia Victor, Mariam Farouq, Michael Girgis, and Basma Nasser

The modern-day successorsto St Peter and S Mark have again
made hitory with awarm-hearted meeting of goodwill in Rome
where Pope Francis received Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros ||
on a three-day official visit on 10 - 12 May 2023.

The visit marked 10 years on the first meeting between the two
Popes, also in Rome on 10 May 2013. The date 10 May had then
been declared a Day of Brotherly Love between the Catholic
Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church, and has since been
celebrated every year.

The Popes met again in April 2017 during a visit by Pope
Francis to Cairo, and yet another time in July 2018 during an
ecumenical gathering held by the Catholic Church in Bari,
Italy, where prelates from various Churches prayed together
for peace in the Middle East. So this year’s meeting was
actually their fourth.

More importantly, Pope Tawadros’s visit to the Vatican marked
not only ten years on his first meeting with Pope Francis in Rome,
but also commemorated 50 years on the first meeting between a
Catholic Pope, Paul VI, and a Coptic Orthodox Patriarch, Pope
Shenoudalll, snce the great schism that divided the Churches at
Chalcedon in AD451.

Pope Tawadros left Cairo on the morning of Tuesday 9 May
2023, heading to the Vatican.

At Cairo International Airport, the Pope was received by
Minister of Civil Aviation Muhammad Abbas; and Chairman
of the Board of Directors of Cairo International Airport Magdy
Ishag; accompanied by senior officials.

The Pope arrived at Rome’s Fiumicino Airport in the
afternoon. Egypt’s Ambassador to the Vatican, Mahmoud Talaat,
was on hand to receive him, together with Bassam Rady, Egypt’s
Ambassador to Italy; Bishop Brian Farrell, Secretary of the
Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity, and Yu’annis Lahzi
Gayid, Coptic Catholic former personal secretary to Pope Francis.
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New book prefaced by Pope
Francis and Pope Tawadros
Il charts a half-century of
their Churches’ efforts

In 1973, Pope Paul VI and Pope Shenouda III made history
when they signed the “Joint Christological Declaration™ that put
an end to the controversy born in the Council of Chalcedon in 451,
and paved the way for ongoing theological dialogue between the
two Churches. The 1973 Christological agreement underlined that
the faithful indeed shared the same faith in Jesus Chrigt, “perfect
God with respect to his divinity, perfect man with respect to his
humanity”, also the seven sacraments, veneration of the Holy
Virgin Mary and the saints, the church as founded by the apostles,
and the importance of ecumenism.

According to Pope Francis, the Declaration “marked a historic
milestone in relations between the See of St Peter and the See of St
Mark ... and later served as an inspiration for smilar agreements
with other Eastern Orthodox Churches.”

A new book celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Joint
Christological Declaration hit the market on 10 May. The book
charts the 50-year efforts of the Catholic and Coptic Orthodox
Churches to overcome the differences between them.

Pope Francis and Pope Tawadros jointly wrote the preface for
the new book titled The Catholic Church and the Coptic Orthodox
Church. 50th Anniversary of the Meeting between Pope Paul VI
and Pope Shenouda I11 (19732023-).

The preface begins with the desire for the two Churches to
“journey towards full communion”.

The two Popes explain: “We also need to give thanks to God
by remembering the steps already taken and the distance already
travelled, which are often much more important than we imagine.”

Accompanying Pope Tawadros on his vist to Rome were a
number of Coptic Orthodox clergy: Anba Pafnutius, Metropolitan
of Samalout and Tahal-Aameda; Anba Danial, Metropolitan of
Maadi and Secretary-General of the Holy Synod; Anba Yulius,
Bishop-General of Old Cairo and the Bishopric for Public,
Ecumenical, and Social Services BLESS; Father Kyrillos Anba
Bishoy, head of the Popal office; and journalist Michael Victor,
Press Attaché to the Pope. They were joined in Rome by Coptic
Orthodox bishops from Europe and the US: Bishop Barnaba of
Turin and Rome; Bishop Angaelos of London; Bishop Kyrillos,
Bishop-General of Los Angeles; and Bishop Antonio of Milan.

The visit was highlighted by two firsts: Pope Tawadros took
active part with Pope Francis in the general audience in St Peter’s
Square on Wednesday 10 May and, on 14 May, he is scheduled
to offer Coptic Mass in the Catholic Archbasilica of St John
Lateran in Rome, the first non-Catholic to celebrate Mass in the
Pope’s cathedral. The Liturgy will be celebrated on a specially
constructed altar, and will be for the Coptic congregation in Italy.

The Coptic churches in Rome are too small to accommodate
some 3,000 Copts expected to attend, so the Catholic Church
graciously offered to host the Coptic Mass.

During his visit, Pope Tawadros was hosted at Santa Marta
Vatican House which usually receives high-ranking visitors to the
Vatican. Santa Marta includes 120 rooms and suites, and its third
floor is home to Pope Francis himself who, following his election
as Pope of the Roman Catholic Church 10 years ago, preferred to
reside in it rather than move to the usual residence of the Vatican
popes, the Apostolic Palace.

Pope Tawadros’s visit to Rome concludes on 14 May,
following which he is expected to visit the Copts in Milano
then head to Austria.

The 1973 Declaration crowned years of ecumenical and
theological dialogue between the Catholic and Coptic Orthodox
Churches following the Second Vatican Council.

“We have met,” the declaration states, “in the desire to deepen
the relations between our Churches and to find concrete ways to
overcome the obstacles in the way of our real cooperation in the
service of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“We humbly recognise that our Churches are not able to give
more perfect witness to this new life in Christ because of existing
divisions which have behind them centuries of difficult history ...
In fact, since the year 451AD theological differences, nourished
and widened by non-theological factors, have sprung up. These
differences cannot be ignored.

“In spite of them, however, we are rediscovering ourselves as
Churches with a common inheritance and are reaching out with
determination and confidence in the Lord to achieve the fullness
and perfection of that unity which is His gift.”

As explained by Dominican priest Fr Hyacinthe
Destivelle, a member of the Dicastery for Promoting
Christian Unity, relations between the Catholic and
Coptic Orthodox Churches began to warm with the
Second Vatican Council, where Coptic observers were
present. In 1968, Pope Kyrillos invited Pope Paul VI to
Cairo for the inauguration of the new Coptic cathedral.
Paul VI could not go, but on that occasion he responded
to a Coptic request to return relics of Saint Mark which
had been taken from the Copts in the 9th century by

Venetian merchants. This gesture marked a new era in the
relationship between the two Churches.

In 1973, the Catholic Church was celebrating the 1600th
anniversary of the death of Saint Athanasius of Alexandria, and
Paul VI invited the young Coptic Patriarch Shenouda III (Pope
in 1971 - 2012) to Rome where, on 10 May, they signed the Joint
Christological Declaration.

When Pope Tawadros II became patriarch in November 2012,
he chose that his first trip outside Egypt would be to Rome to
meet Pope Francis who had just been elected. They celebrated
the 40th anniversary of the famous meeting between Pope Paul
VI and Pope Shenouda III and declared 10 May as a Coptic-
Catholic Friendship Day—Copts call it the Day of Brotherly
Love—which has since been celebrated every year with an
exchange of messages and prayers.

In 2017, Pope Francis visited Cairo and signed with Pope
Tawadros I a joint pastoral document. Among the major challenges
was the question of the recognition of baptisms, particularly in
the case of mixed marriages. The declaration assured that the two
Churches*“will grivediligently and inintegrity towardsrefraining
from the re-baptism that had been administered in either of our
Churches for any person who wishes to join the other.”

The preface of the new book concludes with the note: “As we
see, the meeting of our predecessors is bearing fruit. We pray
that the memory of this day and its consegquences would continue
to inspire our journey towards ecumenism, to fulfill the Lord’s
desire: “That they may be one” (John 17: 21).

Pope Tawadros ']
joins Pope Francis
in general audience
in St Peter’s Square

ur

Wednesday 10 May saw the Coptic Orthodox Patriarch, Pope
Tawadros 1, stand alongside the Roman Catholic Pontiff, Pope
Francis, at the general audience in the Vatican’s St Peter’s Square.
A Coptic choir sang a few of the Coptic Church’s most famous
hymns before the two Popes spoke.

M oving moment

Pope Tawadros was the first non-Roman Catholic Pope to speak
in the general audience; in 2008, Armenian Catholicos Karekin IT
was with Pope Benedict XVI but did not speak.

It was a moving moment for the congregation that had gathered
at St Peter’s Sq. despite the heavy rain, and for Copts and Catholics
following the moment around the world.

The two prelates exchanged greetings, following which Pope
Tawadros addressed the crowd.

“Beloved brother, His Holiness Pope Francis,” said Pope
Tawadros, delivering the standard Resurrection greeting: “Christ
is risen, He is truly risen!”

The Coptic Pope conveyed the greetings of all the members
of the Coptic Orthodox Holy Synod and the institutions of
the Coptic Orthodox Church to Pope Francis on the tenth
anniversary of his “Divine selection” as Catholic Pope and
Bishop of Rome. “I value all that you have done to the whole
world in all fields during this period of service,” Pope Tawadros
said, “and | pray that Christ preserves you in full health and
grants you the blessing of a long life.”

Againg thetide

Pope Tawadros pointed out that 10 May coincides with the
50th anniversary of Pope Shenouda III’s visit to Pope Paul
VI in the Vatican, “which makes today’s visit all the more
important,” he said.

He recalled Pope Francis’s visit to Egypt in 2017, and his
“precious” words: “We are not alone, in this interesting journey,
which—as in life—is not always easy and clear, and through which
the Lord urges us to move forward, and pushes us to be from now
on a living picture of the heavenly Jerusalem.”

Pope Tawadros reminisced about his visit to the Vatican
exactly ten years ago. “I look at this place,” he said, addressing
Pope Francis, “and I go back ten years in memory. I remember
your warm affection welcoming me and my companions with
overflowing brotherly love.

“This love has become our motto, the love we celebrate every
year on 10 May: the Day of Brotherly Love. We renew it with a
much-cherished telephone call.

“It is a day that embodies the Christian spirit and the
love that brings us together in the service of God, and in
the service of our brothers and sisters in humanity, so as to
fulfill what St John the Beloved said, ‘Beloved, let us love
one another, for love is of God; and every one that loves is
born of God, and knows God’ (1 John 4:7).

“We have chosen love even if it meanswe go againgt thetide of a
world that gets more greedy and more selfish. We have accepted the
challenge of love that Christ asks of us. We will be true Christians
and the world will become more humane, so that the whole world
will know that God is Love, and that this is His highest attribute.”

“I come from St Mark’s Egypt...”

At St Peter’s Square, a proud Pope Tawadros said: “We
have come to you from the land in which St Mark preached
Christianity. His seat was established in Alexandria, one of
the oldest Apostolic Sees in the world. I come to you from
the Coptic Church which was established long ago, through
a prophecy in the Book of Isaiah: ‘In that day shall there be
an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a
pillar at the border thereof to the Lord’ (Isaiah 19:19). Egypt
was later blessed east, west, north and south by the visit of the
Holy Family. Egypt is the land that gifted the whole world with
the radiant blessing of Christian monasticism established at the
hands of Saints Anthony, Macarius and Pachomius. Egypt has
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been and still is a sacred place for God, and we believe that it is
blessed not only in God’s hand but in His heart too.”

“...To where St Peter and St Paul preached”

Pope Tawadros proceeded: “I stand here where St Peter and St
Paul preached, and I rejoice to observe in this great edifice and
contemplate these pillars that bear this building, remembering the
Lord’s promise to the angel of the Church of Philadelphia: ‘Him
that overcometh will | make a pillar in the temple of my God, and
he shall go no more out’ (Rev 3:12).

“| ask you all to hold to this promisetightly, to overcome the evil
of theworld and al its weaknesses as the fathers taught us, and to
live up to the responsibility we bear. Let us live in this world as the
sweet fragrance of Christ, and gather for His peace.

“In this world, we walk as He walked, we chant with David the
Psalmist: ‘Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip
not’ (Psalm 17:5).

“We ask the Lord to bestow on the world His peace that passes
every understanding, praying that it reignsin al places and that it
becomes the priority of all leaders and peoples.

“I pray with you today in confident hope that God will hear
our prayers.”

Great joy

Pope Francis warmly responded to Pope Tawadros’s words.
“It is with great joy”, Pope Francis said, “that I greet today
His Holiness Tawadros |1, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch
of the See of St Mark.

“His Holiness Pope Tawadros accepted my invitation to celebrate
with me the 50th anniversary of the historic meeting between Pope
Paul VI and Pope Shenouda III in 1973. It was the first meeting
between the Pope of the Catholic Church and the Patriarch of the
Coptic Orthodox Church, which culminated in the sgning of a
joint Christological agreement on 10 May.

“In memory of thismeeting, Pope Tawadros came to meet mefor
the first time on 10 May ten years ago, a few months after he and I
were elected. He suggested that we celebrate the Day of Friendship
between the Coptic Church and the Catholic Church on 10 May.
We talk to each other on the phone, exchange greetings, to remain
beloved brothers.

“Dear friend and brother Pope Tawadros, I thank you for
accepting my invitation on this double anniversary, and I pray that
the light of the Holy Spirit might illuminate your visit to Rome.

“| thank you from the heart, for your commitment to the growing
friendship between the Coptic Orthodox Church and the Catholic
Church,” Pope Francis added.

Bond of faith, hope, love

Laying aside his prepared notes for a moment, Pope Francis
looked over to Pope Tawadros, joking that although the pair
speak every year on the phone, “we remain good brothers, and
we never had a fight!”

“I pray to the Lord, through the intercession of the saints and
martyrs of the Coptic Church, to help us grow in communion and
in one holy bond, the bond of faith, hope and Christian love.” Michael

Pope Francis then said: “Speaking of the martyrs of the Coptic

Church who are also our martyrs, | would like to mention the Vm:gr
martyrs who were martyred in Libya a few years ago [2015].” T ;V(I,pe '
Ly

Pope Francis asked those present to pray to God to bless the visit of
Pope Tawadrosto Rome, and to protect the entire Coptic Orthodox ~ Francis
Church. “May this visit bring us quickly closer to the blessed day
when we will be one in Christ!” Pope Francis concluded.

Final blessing

Following the Papal audience, Pope Francis invited Pope
Tawadros to say the final blessing. Pope Tawadros happily obliged,
sending the congregation home with the words: “The love of God
the Father and the grace of the Only Begotten Son, our Lord and
God Jesus Christ, and the fellowship and gift of the Holy Spirit be
with us all. Amen.”

Pope Tawadros and Pope Francis
exchange gifts: relics of the 21 and St
Catherine of Alexandria, reminding that
Christianity is for ...
/]
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Thursday 11 May saw the two Popes: Catholic Pope Francis
and Coptic Orthodox Pope Tawadros I, meet at the Apostolic
Palace in Rome.

Fullnessof heart

Pope Tawadros again spoke of the love and prayer between the
two Churches and their prelates, and his great joy at being with Pope
Francis, saying: “I greet you not only with a handshake, but with the
fullness of my heart.

“| diligently keep the promise we made in my last visit to you, to
keep you in my private prayers every day. I pray with you for the
Lord’s Church on earth, that He might anchor it firm to the end of
times, forever singing His heavenly praises.”

Reverting to his cherished topic of love which he described as the
major path to perfection and the only way to God who is Himself Love,
Pope Tawadros said: “Our role is to be like Him, to offer unconditional
love to one another and to the whole world.” He congratulated Pope
Francis on his Apostolic Constitution, ‘“Praedicate Evangelium’ which,
he said, takes care of all human aspects.

L ooking unto Jesus

Pope Tawadros moved on to the topic of ecumenical dialogue,
stressing that this dialogue between the Coptic Orthodox and the
Catholic Church is ongoing, based on love, ‘Looking unto Jesus, the
author and perfector of our faith’ (Hebrews 12: 2).

“On 10 May 1973,” the Coptic Pope said, “the heads of our
Churches signed a declaration by which they agreed to form a
committee tasked with conducting joint studies in several fields,
so as to be able to proclaim together the Lord’s message needed by
today’s world.

“We thank God for the ongoing work of the Joint International
Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church
and the Oriental Orthodox Churches; we had the honour of hosting
their most recent plenary meeting at Logos Center in Egypt’s
Western Desert monastery of Anba Bishoy in January 2023. Next
year we celebrate their 20th meeting.

“The path of dialogue is long,” Pope Tawadros said, “but it is safe.
It is guarded by two shores: the love of Christ and the love we have
for one another. So whatever challenges we face, we confront them
with that protective love.”

The2l

The saintsareamong themain stays of our Churches, Pope Tawadros
went on to say. “Their long line started with St Peter, St Paul, and St
Mark, but it has gone on through history and is still extending. Our
Synaxarium [the book of daily commemorations of the saints and
martyrg is till open, it never ceases to include new names of those
who remain faithful to the end in their witness to Christ.

“The Coptic Church has canonised the 21 Libya martyrs [20 Copts
and one Ghanaian who were in 2015 beheaded by Daesh, the Islamic
State (IS), on a beach in Sirte, Libya, for refusing to deny their
Christian faith. They died with the audible mention of “My Lord
Jesus” on their tongues, as revealed in the video footage posted by
their executors on the Internet].

“Today, I offer you relics that had been soaked in their blood when
it was shed in the name of Christ, that they may be remembered in
all Churches, for us to know that ‘we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses’ (Hebrews 12: 1).

“The 21 have become contemporary witnesses of our faith, that
the world may know that our Christianity has not been relegated to
history, but is of ‘yesterday, today, and forever’ (Hebrews 13: 8).”

Pope Tawadros then gifted Pope Francis with a box containing
parts of the orange jumpsuits which the 21 martyrs had been dressed
in for their beheading, and three of the cords that had been used to
tie their hands.

The relics of the 21 had been handed to Egypt in 2018 by
Libyan authorities, and are now kept in a shrine built for them
at the church of Martyrs of Faith and the Nation in the village of
al-Our in Minya, some 250km south of Cairo, which had been the
home village of 13 of the martyrs.

Pope Tawadros also gifted Pope Francis with a painting of the
Holy Family’s Flight into Egypt.

An altar in ther name
— For his part, Pope Francis gifted Pope Tawadros with part of the
& relicsof St Catherine of Alexandria, in addition to acollection of the
! books he had written.

Speaking of the 21, Pope Francis said that these Christian men
who had already been baptised with water and the Spirit, had on
their martyrdom received baptism by blood. “They are our saints,
the saints of all Christians, all sects and Christian traditions.

“They are those who ‘have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb’ (Revelation 7: 14). They are the
faithful congregation of God. I will build an altar in their name.

“I thank the Lord our Father who gave us these brave
brothers. I thank the Holy Spirit who gave them the strength
to stand firm in holding onto Jesus Christ even unto shedding
their blood in His name.”
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At & Peter’s

Church officials. During dinner, Pope Tawadros expressed his heartfelt gratitude for the
A few hours after Pope Tawadros arrived at Rome’s Fiumicino Airport with his  hospitality he received, and his joy at his exchanges with the students.

accompanying delegation, they all headed to visit the shrine of St Peter, whichislocated in
the crypt of St Peter’s Basilica. The shrine was built to commemorate the site of St Peter’s
tomb, and is near the western end of the complex of shrines that dates back to the period
between 130 and 300 AD.

Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity and
representatives of the Catholic Church accompanied the Coptic Pope and del egation during
the visit. The Vatican officials appeared very eager to receive their guests and warmly
welcomed them. They were keen to open the Basilica’s doors to treat their Egyptian
visitors to a full panoramic view of the Vatican City. Pope Tawadros listened intently to the
detailed description of the content of St Peter’s Basilica.

While at the Basilica, Pope Tawadros affectionately stopped to greet a young Egyptian
couple, Nader Emile and his wife Mirna, who were visiting the Basilica; they asked to
have a selfie with the Pope who happily obliged. Mrs Emile said they were from Seattle
and were holidaying in Italy; they had not originally planned to visit the Basilica, but she
and her husband were delighted they did because they got to meet Pope Tawadros. She was
impressed that the Pope simply stopped to take a selfie with them to make them happy.
“His Holiness is truly the Pope of love,” she said.

At Pontifical Ethiopian College

Also on 9 May, the Pontifical Ethiopian College in the Vatican City received Pope
Tawadros and the Coptic delegation. Rector Abba Heilemikael Beraki and his students
greeted the Coptic Pope in the Ethiopian College’s foyer with typical joyful Ethiopian
hymns. The Pontifical Ethiopian College is the only formative institution of its kind within
the Vatican walls; it is a place of knowledge, of communion and of bonding between the
Churches in Ethiopia and Eritrea and the Universal Church.

Pope Tawadros said a prayer of thanksgiving and thanked his hosts for the warm
reception. He talked to the students and offered them souvenirs, small wooden icons of
the Holy Family. The Coptic guests were treated to a concert at the College’s foyer, and
a welcome dinner together with Cardinal Kurt Koch and other high-ranking Catholic

“We believe that love is the bond that unites people, and it is the power that enables us to
achieve unity and peace in the world,” Pope Tawadros said. He said the Ethiopian Church
was a sster Church to the Coptic, reminding that it was the Coptic Pope Athanasius the
Apostolic who had sent Abune Salama as the first bishop to serve the Ethiopian people.
“We thank God for our good relationship and pray for peace and stability in Ethiopia,” the
Pope said. “Our Churches are apostolic churches, and our saints are Saint Peter, Saint Mark
and Saint Takla Hemanot. We rejoice and feel their blessings and those of all the martyrs
enveloping our Churches, for the sake of the world east and west.”

Vatican Museum and Sistine Chapel

On the afternoon of 10 May, Pope Tawadros and the Coptic delegation accompanying
him visited the Vatican Museum and the Sistine Chapel where they were treated to guided
tours explaining the spectacular artistic treasures there, not least being Michelangelo’s
Creation of Adamand The Last Judgement.

On 11 May Pope Tawadros met the members of the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting
Christian Unity. The dicastery has a twofold role: The promotion within the Catholic
Church of an authentic ecumenical spirit according to the conciliar decree Unitatis
redintegratio; and to develop dialogue and collaboration with the other churches and world
communions. “It makes me happy to be with you today accompanied with the Coptic
delegation, and to speak to you on behalf of the Coptic Orthodox Church,” Pope Tawadros
addressed the Dicastery. “Our Church,” he said, “is an ever-renewed Church. In its people,
youth, and children, there is the spirit of authenticity and modernity. We chant hymns that
are thousands of years old, and we use the latest dectronic applications to communicate
with our youth and the world. Our deacons wear the same vestments of centuries ago, and
our youth apply the most modern methods in service.

On Christian unity
“As Coptic Orthodox, we realise that our path to unity is not easy. We have been facing
many challenges and obstacles over the centuries, including theological differences,

cultural barriers, and political divisions. But we believe that through prayer, dialogue,
and mutual respect, God works in His Church; we hold on to His saying, ‘And all
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive,” (Matthew 21:22).

“As we gather here in the Vatican on the land of St Peter and St Paul, I think it is
important to reflect on how we can work together to strengthen our bonds and promote
understanding among our diverse Christian communities. To achieve this goal, we
must be willing to seek points of rapprochement, closeness, and greater understanding
in a spirit of respect.”

Human rights, war in Ukraine

On 11 May, for over an hour, Pope Tawadros met a group of reporters and
representatives of Italian TV. He talked to them mainly about the reason and
significance of his visit to the Vatican, the gifts exchanged between the two Popes, and
the Coptic Mass he is scheduled to celebrate on a specially built altar on Sunday 14
May with the Coptic congregation in Rome at St John Lateran. He also explained the
efforts of the Catholic and Coptic Churches at dialogue towards ultimate unity, and the
obstacles facing that unity.

When asked about human rights in Egypt, he replied: “Human rights are numerous;
they are not only political, but economic and social rights as well. Egypt is a
country with a hard-pressed economy and substantial poverty. The President and the
government strive to provide decent lives for al, the rights to housing, food, drink,
education and health. We live in stability and peace. There is a bond of love between
Christians and Muslims; we are trying to build a new Egypt together.”

Commenting on the impact of the Russia Ukraine war on Egypt, the Pope said
that any war creates a crisis. “The war between Russia and Ukraine affects the
world, not only Egypt,” Pope Tawadros said. “We import half of Egypt’s wheat
from Russia and Ukraine, and the difficulty of supplying wheat was a crisis, but
thank God we succeeded in supplying our needs from other sources. It is a senseless
war that leaves in its wake countless displaced and victims. We strongly condemn
the flow of weapons that keeps it going, creating a painful human tragedy. We pray
for wisdom to stop this war.”
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Rencontre d’amour fraternel

TR
[

Mercredi dernier s’est tenue
l'audience générale
hebdomadaire du pape
Francois au cours

de laquelle le pape

Tawadros est apparu

aux cotés du Saint Pere .
sur le pavrvis de la basilique
Saint-Pierre, ou il a pris

la parole. C'était la premiere
fois qu'un autre pape
adresse un message

avec le pape Francois lors
d'une audience générale.

Le chef spirituel de I'Eglise copte orthodoxe
avait commencé un pélerinage de quatre jours I
a Rome et venait par sa présence témoigner
de la proximité entre le Siége apostolique
de Marc et le tréne de Pierre.

Comme un symbole, cest le patriarche d’Alexandrie
qui a pris la parole en premier, souhaitant
adresser ses félicitations, au nom des membres
du Saint-Synode et de tous les organes de I'Eglise
copte orthodoxe, a loccasion du dixieme anniversaire
de I'élection divine du pontife en tant que Pape
et évéque de Rome. SS Tawadros a dit prier
pour le pape Frangois, pour que le Christ
le préserve en pleine santé et lui accorde
la bénédiction d'une longue vie. Dix ans aprés
sa premiére venue au Vatican, le patriarche
copte est revenu sur la solidité de ces relations
fraternelles cultivées jour apres jour avec Rome.

Message du Vatican: Michael Victor

«Cette journée d'amitié entre coptes et catholiques
«incarne l'esprit chrétien et I'amour qui nous
unit pour servir Dieu et servir nos fréres et sceurs
en humanité», a-t-il affirmé.

SS Tawadros Il a fait mémoire de la premiére
rencontre entre son prédécesseur Chenouda
1Il et Paul VI, il y a tout juste 50 ans, ce qui rendait
cette visite encore plus importante et influente
pour les relations entre les deux Eglises. Il a rappelé
le voyage apostolique du Pape Frangois en Egypte
en 2017. «Malgré les différences de nos racines
et de nos appartenances, nous sommes unis
par I'amour du Christ qui nous habite, et I'armée
de nos peres apdétres et de nos saints qui nous

entourent et nous guident», a encore souligné
le patriarche  copte, rappelant cet héritage
de la terre d'Egypte, «terre a partir de laquelle
le monachisme chrétien s'est répandu et établi
avec ses saints, Antoine, Macaire et Pachomius,
inspirant l'école d’Alexandirie, un phare de la théologie
dans l'histoire».

«Je me tiens ici, a I'endroit ou Paul et Pierre
les Apdtres ont préché, et je me réjouis de vous
rencontrer sur cette magnifique place», a enfin
expliqué le pape Tawadros, demandant aux fideles
de s'en tenir a une promesse: «Vaincre le mal
du monde, avec toutes ses faiblesses, comme

nos peres nous l'ont enseigné, et d'étre a la hauteur
de la responsabilité qui est la nbtre, de vivre comme
le doux parfum du Christ dans ce monde
et de se rassembler pour sa paix».

Prenant a son tour la parole, le Pape Frangois
a remercié SS Tawadros Il pour sa visite et d'avoir
accepté son invitation de célébrer le cinquantieme
anniversaire de la rencontre entre les papes
Paul VI et Chenouda. Le Souverain pontife
a confié que durant ces dix années, son amitié
n'avait cessé de croitre. «Nous sommes restés
de bons fréres, nous ne nous sommes pas disputés!
Votre Saintetél», a expliqué Frangois en souriant.

o ,

o

«Je vous remercie sincérement pour votre engagement
en faveur de I'amitié croissante entre 'Eglise
copte orthodoxe et I'Eglise catholique», a encore
dit le Pape & son héte, revenant avec gravité
sur la figure des martyrs coptes, égorgés en 2015
sur une plage de Libye par I'Etat islamique.
Des martyrs de I'Eglise copte, «qui sont les nbtresy,
a précisé I’évéque de Rome.

«Je demande a toutes les personnes présentes
de prier Dieu de bénir la visite du pape Tawadros
a Rome et de protéger I'ensemble de I'Eglise
copte orthodoxe. Puisse cetfte visite nous rapproch-
er du jour béni ou nous serons un dans le Christ!»,

a souhaité le pape Frangois avant de donner
sa bénédiction apostolique aux fideles, bénédiction
également impartie par le patriarche copte orthodoxe.
Le Pape et le patriarche d'Alexandrie
se sont retrouvés jeudi pour un entretien en privé
et une priere commune dans la chapelle
Redemptoris Mater du Palais apostolique

Le 10 mai est la «journée de I'amitié entre
coptes et catholiques» en mémoire de la rencontre
entre le Pape Paul VI et le patriarche Chenouda /.
A [loccasion du cinquantieme anniversaire
de cette rencontre, la librairie éditrice vaticane
(LEV) a publié un ouvrage intitulé «L’Eglise
catholique et I'Eglise copte orthodoxe, 50eme
anniversaire de la rencontre entre Paul VI
et Chenouda Il (1973-2023)», qui retrace
le dialogue entre Rome et le patriarcat d’Alexandrie.
Un ouvrage dont la préface a été signée par
le Pape Frangois et le patriarche Tawadros.

«Fruit d'une proximité croissante amorcée
lors du Concile Vatican Il, la rencontre a Rome
de nos prédécesseurs, de mémoire bénie,
a marqué une étape importante dans les relations
entre nos Eglises» rappellent dans ce texte lévéque
de Rome et le patriarche copte. Cette rencontre
fut historique car elle fut la premiére rencontre
entre un évéque de Rome et un pape de I'Eglise
copte orthodoxe depuis le concile de Chalcédoine
en 451 et marqua «la fin de la controverse
christologique qui avait surgi a propos de ce méme
concile, gréce a la signature, le 10 mai 1973,
de la Déclaration christologique commune, qui
a fait date».

Cette rencontre «a ensuite continué a porter
ses fruits sur le chemin cecuménique
de nos Eglises» poursuivent le Pape et le patriarche
copte d’Alexandrie. Elle a en effet conduit a la création
de la Commission mixte internationale entre
’Egl/se catholique et I'Eglise copte orthodoxe,
puis a la fondation, en 2003, du dialogue theolog/que
entre I'Eglise catholique et I'ensemble de la famille
des Eglises orthodoxes orientales, «un dialogue
qui a déja proauit dimportants documents témoignant
de la compréhension croissante entre nos Eglises».

«Lors de notre premiére rencontre a Rome,
qui a eu lieu le 10 mai 2013 en mémoire
de la rencontre de 1973, nous avons établi le 10 mai
comme "Joumeée de lamitié entre coptes et catholiques ",
qui est depuis lors célébrée chaque année par
nos Eglises» rappellent encore le Souverain
Pontife et le patriarche copte orthodoxe.

«Comme on peut le constater, la rencontre
de nos illustres prédécesseurs ne cesse de porter
ses fruits. Puisse le souvenir de cet événement,
souhaitent enfin les deux préfaciers, et de ceux
qui l'ont suivi continuer a inspirer notre cheminement
cecumeénique en réponse a la priére du Christ
"que tous soient un" (Jn 17,21)1»
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