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L'entrée du Christ a Jérusalem de Giotto

En ce dimanche des Rameaux nous célébrons I’entrée triomphale

du Seigneur a Jérusalem. Selon I’évangile des Rameaux,

les foules venues nombreuses prirent les rameaux de palmiers et sortirent
a la rencontre de Jésus et ils criaient: “Hosanna! Béni soit celui

qui vient au nom du Seigneur! Hosanna au plus haut des cieux!”
En ce dimanche, la fresque que le peintre Giotto a réalisée

a Padoue vers 1303 va nous accompagner dans la méditation

de ’Evangile qui raconte I’entrée triomphale du Christ a Jérusalem.
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I | s’agit d’une fresque de 200 _ 185 cm réalisée par le peintre
italien Giotto, datable d'environ 1303-1305 et faisant partie du cycle
de la chapelle des Scrovegni a Padoue. Elle est incluse dans
les fresques de la vie de Jésus dans la partie supérieure
du registre central, sur le mur de gauche en direction de l'autel.

La composition de cefte scene, qui constitue le premier épisode
de la passion du Christ rappelle celle de la Fuite en Egypte.
Les deux histoires difféerent pourtant grandement par leur signification.
En fuyant vers I'Egypte, Jésus et sa famille voulaient échapper
a la mort. Ici, en entrant dans Jérusalem, le Christ s'engage
avec stoicisme sur une voie qui va le conduire inexorablement
a étre arrété, humilié puis finalement crucifié.

Accueilli par la foule des pelerins venus dans la ville sainte
pour la Paque juive, Jésus, monté sur un ane, précéde les disciples,
resserrés en un groupe compact signalé par les nimbes dorés.
Au sol, la foule enthousiaste étend les manteaux qui adoucissent
le chemin de sa monture. Dans le fond, ce sont les enfants
qui grimpent dans les oliviers pour y couper les branches
qu'ils agiteront en signe de bienvenue. Quant au Christ lui-méme,
il effectue de sa main droite le geste de bénédiction habituel
pour répondre au chaleureux et fervent accueil de la cité.

Pourtant I'heure est a la sévérité et au pressentiment puisque
cette entrée solennelle n'est autre que le prélude au mystere
de la mort et de la résurrection de Jésus. N'a-t-il pas lui-méme
annoncé a plusieurs reprises a ses disciples qu'il serait livré aux
sacrificateurs et aux scribes, condamné a mort, raillé, humilié,
flagellé et finalement crucifié ? Ce qui explique, par ailleurs,
le contraste saisissant entre la liesse de la foule des pelerins
et la sombre retenue du groupe des disciples. Si Jésus se présente
sur un ane, c'est pour que se vérifie la prophétie de Zacharie
annongant dans I’Ancien testament que le nouveau roi des Juifs
apparaitrait a son peuple, "humble et monté sur un &ne";
un roi donc qui ne serait pas souverain mais Sauveur, Messie,
Rédempteur. C'est bien ainsi que semble vouloir I'accueillir
la population réunie au pied de la porte d'Or, variante architecturale
de celle de «La rencontre a la porte d'or de Jérusalem»
ou Joaquim et Anne suivent les directives de I'ange et, chacun
de leur cété, se rendent. La, ils se retrouvent pour la premiere
fois depuis que Joaquim est parti au temple pour y porter le sacrifice.
Ills partagent la joie de se savoir bientét parents d'un enfant,
Marie. La -curiosité I'emporte sur la crainte, une -curiosité
visiblement nuancée d'affection ; ce qui au passage ne rend
que plus tragique et incompréhensible le prochain retournement
de cette foule inconstante.

Comme pour bien marquer I'abime qui sépare le Christ du monde
qu'il est venu sauver, le peintre a amenagé un espace vide devant
lui, un espace significativement investi par la seule téte de I'éne.
Si enflammé que soit I'accueil de la foule, tout dans cette scéne
repose sur un malentendu, le monde n'étant pas encore en mesure
de comprendre le message évangélique qu'il reviendra aux apdtres
de rependre dans tout le pays. Entre le groupe résigné des disciples,
accablés par avance, et la multitude en joie, Jésus apparait
bien seul. Symboliquement encadré par les deux é&nes du cortége
(on voit dépasser la téte de I'4nesse du groupe des apbtres)
et par les deux enfants du paysage aux oliviers, il progresse
sans faiblesse vers la fin tragique de sa mission.

Sur la droite, inscrits dans une structure pyramidale, trois
hommes dtent leur manteau, selon une succession de plans relevant

du procédé cinématographique. Debout, le premier commence
a retirer ses manches ; sous son bras, le deuxieme fait passer
le vétement par dessus sa téte. Au sol enfin, le troisieme étend
son manteau sous les sabots de I'4ne. La foule dans laquelle
se trouvent ces trois hommes redouble la disposition pyramidale
et accentue l'effort de Giotto pour créer un effet ascensionnel
par la disposition dans le coin droit la haute structure architecturale
(Jérusalem est en hauteur par rapport a la mer de Galilée).
Préméditation de sa montée au Calvaire, l'effort du Christ
est ainsi mieux marqué.

Giotto met fidelement en scene ce passage de I'Evangile.
Jésus se tient dans une attitude royale et paisible tout a la fois.
Le roi-Messie entre dans sa ville. La promesse faite au Roi David
s’accomplit. Mais le Messie qui entre dans la ville est un Messie
humble: il est assis sur un dnon, non pas sur un cheval de guerre.
Les petits et les pauvres le reconnaissent et I'acclament. Jésus
est grave. Il entre dans la ville dont il a dit «Jérusalem, Jérusalem,
toi qui tues les prophetes et lapides ceux qui te sont envoyés.»
(Lc 13, 34). Il sait qu'il va vers sa Passion.

Les disciples de limage portent des vétements de couleur
rose clair et foncé avec des auréoles sur la téte, symbole de pureté
et de sainteté. Les pattes de I'éne sont dessinées pour suggérer
un mouvement avec une jambe pliée et ['autre droite. Vous pouvez
clairement voir les émotions des individus dans la foule ainsi
que celles des disciples.

Un autre élément essentiel de limage est les deux enfants essayant
d'obtenir des branches d'olivier du haut des arbres. Leur sexe
n'est pas clair et ils portent des robes blanches similaires pour
représenter leur nature angélique. On pense que Giofto a introduit
le style Renaissance dans l'art occidental. Il pouvait peindre
des traits réalistes, contrairement a ses prédécesseurs, qui peignaient
des ceuvres d'art stylées a I'époque médiévale.

Ses ceuvres ne sont pas allongées et sont en trois dimensions
avec de vrais visages et émotions. Les vétements sont également
dessinés pour pendre naturellement, montrant leur poids et leur
forme. Le travail de Giotto a toujours les humains comme sujet
principal dans la peinture, et la plupart de ses peintures concernent
des scénarios bibliques. Les personnages de ses peintures
sont soigneusement disposés pour donner au spectateur une place
dans la scene.

Les scenes ont une expression claire de I'humanité et des émotions
des individus des sujets de I'image. Giotto exprime les émotions
des gens a travers leurs expressions faciales, leurs regards
et leurs gestes cruciaux.

Aujourd’hui encore, le méme Jésus entre aussi dans nos villes
et nos villages comme autrefois a Jérusalem, avec un visage
qui n’est pas celui d’'un homme puissant et fort ou en tant que
roi qui utilise et abuse de son pouvoir. Mais il porte les traits
d’un serviteur souffrant, doux et humble qui vient nous rejoindre
au cceur de nos vies ; de notre monde qui souffre de la montée
de la violence, de guerre, de haine et de manque de pardon.

Tournons-nous vers le Christ qui entre dans sa passion
afin de le suivre jusqua son sacrifice sur la croix. Au cours de cette semaine
sainte, nous le suivrons dans ses diverses étapes: le Jeudi Saint,
nous célébrerons l'institution de I'Eucharistie et du sacerdoce;
le Vendredi Saint, nous suivrons Jésus jusqu’au pied de la croix;
et, au cours de la veillée pascale, nous célébrerons sa victoire
et sa résurrection.
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Russia Ukraine war:
the fallout

Youssef Sidhom

The Russa Ukraine war is gill raging on as the
conflicting parties refuse to abandon it unless victorious;
the parties are Russia and China on one hand, and the US
and its European allies on the other. Do not be surprised
that I did not mention Ukraine; it has become eminently
obvious that this war between the US and Russia aims at
deciding who the world’s superpower will be. Ukraine
accepted to play this proxy war on behalf of America and
its European allies, despite the loss and ruin inflicted on it.

Today, three scenes come into focus among the fallout
of the war. First, the war is undermining the hegemony
of the US dollar over global economy. Second, the
US has sidelined the Chinese initiative for peace and
reconciliation in Ukraine. Third and no less serious, is
the eruption of public uprisings in France, threatening to
spread to the rest of Europe, and exposing the people’s
rejection of continued support to Ukraine without a
glimmer of hope for military or political victory.

In the first scene, Russian President Vladimir Putin
announced that Russia decided to use the Chinese yuan
instead of the US dollar for international payments. This
decision has very serious strategic connotations; a few
months ago, Russia announced its rebellion over the
US dollar and the euro for international payments, and
replaced them with the Russian ruble. Coincidentally,
China decided to use the yuan instead of the dollar to
settle payments. So why would Russia today decide
to substitute the yuan for the ruble as a currency for
international payments? The decision reveals Russia’s
alliance with China to form one strong bloc in the face
of western sanctions. The move indicates a turn away
from the dominance of the US dollar and the euro, and
an answer to any doubts that may yet lurk concerning the
deep Russian Chinese ties amid this global conflict.

In this regard, I will cite what Monica Crowley,
former Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs for the US
Department of the Treasury told FOX News. Ms Crowley
said: “Its really hard to overstate exactly how catastrophic
the abandonment of the US dollar would be as the world’s
Global Reserve currency. Since the end of WWII, the
dollar has been the safe place to go and it’s been backed
up by a couple of things; originally it was backed up by
gold, but President Nixon took us off the gold standard,
so there’s no hard asset backing up the dollar anymore for
the last 50 years. But also, it’s been backed by the strength
and economic power of the United States, and the fact
that oil has always been traded in dollars. If that were
to end it would mean the end of the US dollar. There’s
a perfect storm happening right now; the world’s reserve
currency having that status has been a real privilege, but
we’ve abused the privilege by holy reckless monetary
and fiscal policies, which has really devalued the dollar.
On top of that, now you do have this perfect storm of
Biden>s weakness: his war on American domestic energy
production, the Ukraine war. And because of all this,
we've got America’s enemies led by China forming a new
economic bloc, and all it would take at this point now is for
Saudi Arabia who has indicated that they’re open to this to
say we're going to be open to considering other currencies
to trade in oil. If that were to happen, there would be a
complete implosion of the global economic system but
certainly the American economic system, and if that were
to happen, you'd be looking at sky high inflation, but more
importantly, we would lose our economic dominance, and
we would lose our superpower status.”

The second scene was presented by the British
politician, broadcaster, writer, and former MP, George
Galloway at the “No 2 Nato, No 2 War” rally in London
last February. He commented on the US stance vis-a-vis
the Chinese Russian closeness, saying that the Pentagon
issued a warning to China before the Chinese President
presented his peace proposal to put an end to the Russian
Ukrainian conflict. According to the warning, there will
be consequences for China should it decide to deepen
its relations with Russia. “Think of the arrogance,” Mr
Galloway said, “we’ll come to the stupidity, but think of
the arrogance of one superpower [the US] threatening a
second superpower [China] with consequences were it to
decide to have more friendly relations with a third party
[Russia]. The sense of exceptionalism you must feel to
think yowre entitled to do that!” Mr Galloway reminded
that, starting the era of former US Presidents Richard
Nixon and Henry Kissinger, it was the policy of the US to
keep Russia and China as far apart as possible. “In the last
few years,” Mr Galloway said, “the policy of the United
States and NATO has made Russia and China virtually
one country, certainly militarily and economically one
country ... And now they think China is going to obey
orders from US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken!”
he excalimed. “The days when China could be ordered
around by foreigners is over over over over.” He said
that many countries other than China have refused to go
along with the US arrogance. These include South Africa,
India, Iran and many in Latin America and Asia, on top
of which is Saudi Arabia. “The world is not against Russia
and China ... Hasn’t the US realised that from now on it
won’t be the sole superpower that imposes its will over
the world? Even the western world which is still creating
alliances with countries that do not belong to the West
such as Australia and New Zealand, even if they call
themselves the West, Mr Galloway said, their people
represent 13 per cent of the world population. Even in the
West there are millions and millions of people who reject
US domination and wars, he concluded.

This leads us to the third scene which reveals the
rejection and protest of European people against the
fate they are being pushed into by the policies adopted
by their governments. France, to begin with, is swept
by protests, demonstrations, violence, road blocking
and all sort of civil disobedience, in rejection of local
and foreign situations, with demands for President
Macron to step down. There are serious concerns
that this demonstration fever would move to other
European countries; it is a matter of time as long
as the Ukraine war rages on, fuelled by European
economic and military aid. Let alone the Russian
threat that if matters get out of hand and European
governments insist on supporting Ukraine, the war
could very possibly move into a new phase where
Russia fights countries in Europe.
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As fourth filling of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam

Injy Samy

As matters stand, the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam (GERD)
continues to be a bone of contention
between Ethiopia and Egypt.
Granted, Ethiopia desires to use the
dam as a means of direly needed
development, but for Egypt which
has practically no water resource
other than the Nile, the Nile waters
constitute the country’s lifeblood.

Water scarcity

Ethiopia started building the dam
in 2011 at a time when Egypt was
in the throes of the so-called Arab
Spring. Egypt had always objected to
building the dam which straddles the
Blue Nile, one of the main tributaries
of the River Nile, on grounds that
it would reduce the amount of
water flowing into Egypt which is
technically a desert that gets next to
no rainfall and depends on the Nile
for about 96 per cent of its water
resources. Ethiopia however claimed
that the dam was not for water
storage, but was a huge hydroelectric
power project that would not affect
Egypt’s share of water. Egypt claims
that this is not strictly true, and
definitely does not apply to years
of lesser rainfall on the Ethiopian
plateau during the rainy season. It is
this rainfall that causes the annual
flooding of the Nile and provides the
bulk of waters flowing into Egypt.

The potential reduction in the
Nile water flowing to Egypt comes
at a time when the country is
significantly dropping below the
water poverty line and approaching
the absolute scarcity limit (560
m3/capita/year).

International law and relevant treaties
underscore the importance of coordinating
the use of watercourses between upstream and
downstream countries.

GERD has a concrete volume of 10.5
million cubic metres, and stores water in
a 74-billion-cubic-metre reservoir that can
theoretically store as much water as the total
annual share of Egypt and Sudan combined.
The reservoir stretches on a 1,800-square-
kilometre area, resulting in enormous
evaporation and seepage losses in addition
to possible upstream usage.

I ntransigence

Once Egypt rid itself of the Muslim
Brotherhood regime that had come to
power in the wake of the Arab Spring,
and settled down into a civil State in 2013
/ 2014, serious thought was given to the
GERD issue. Egypt made it very clear that
it recognises Ethiopia’s development needs
as embodied by GERD, but that it requires
close collaboration between the three
riparian  countries—upstream  Ethiopia
and downstream Sudan and Egypt, to
avoid significant harm on the downstream
riparian States.

In March 2015, Egypt, Sudan, and
Ethiopia, signed in Khartoum a Declaration
of Principles to serve as the basis for
negotiations among the three countries
over the filling and operation of GERD.
The agreement asserted that cooperation
between the three countries should be
based on “mutual understanding, common
interest, good intentions, benefits for all, and
the principles of international law.” It also
stated that guidelines on the first filling of
the GERD reservoir should be developed

b

as the dam was
However, since signing the declaration of
principles, Ethiopia has essentially acted
unilaterally regarding the filling and
operation of the dam.

being constructed.

No agreement materialised despite
multiple rounds of negotiations, and even
attempts by Egypt to resort to international
experts on the matter. All through, Ethiopia
adopted an intransigent attitude, refusing
to cooperate or to supply the international
experts, who it had selected, with any
information they required. It became
obvious that whereas Egypt and Sudan
sought a legally binding agreement on the
filling and operation of the GERD, Ethiopia
preferred a set of non-binding guidelines
that could be modified at any time.

Existential threat

Egypt, which has repeatedly said that it
regards threats to its water source as an
existential threat, took the matter to the UN
Security Council in July 2020 and again in
2021. The UNSC, however, declined to issue
any resolution, deciding that the matter
could be resolved through negotiations
sponsored by the African Union. Again,
Ethiopian intransigence prevailed and no
agreement was reached.

In the meantime, construction of the Dam
was never halted. In summer 2020, Ethiopia
unilaterally executed the first stage of the
reservoir filling, and continued with the
unilateral filling during the summer seasons
ever since.

As summer 2023 approaches, Ethiopia
will be ready for the fourth filling. A recent
official announcement that the country has
now completed construction of about 90 per
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cent of the dam has outraged Egyptians;
even though the information was in no way
unexpected, it was a stark reminder of the
unilateralism embraced by Ethiopia.

I ncalculable suffering

Hani Sewilam, Egypt’s Minister of
Water Resources and Irrigation, remarked
that Ethiopia’s persistence in unilaterally
operating GERD while rejecting any
cooperation with Egypt, stands to
jeopardise Egyptian economic and social
stability. He said that Egypt is committed
to joint cooperation through negotiations
based on sound studies, in order to secure
fair usage of the Nile waters. This, he said,
would work to alleviate hazards, and would
be a win-win situation for all involved.
“Egypt is almost exclusively dependent
on the shared waters of the Nile, and has
thus always been keen on cooperation
and coordination with the other riparian
States.” He stressed that uncooperative,
unilateral procedures disregard
international law, pointing at the absence
of negotiation and a binding agreement
on operation of the dam, also at the lack
of studies on GERD’s environmental,
economic, and social impacts ever since
and even before the unilateral project
started some 12 years ago. “Even so,”
Mr Sewilam said, “Ethiopia continues to
fill it and operate it in total disregard of
international principles and agreements
on shared natural resources.”

It is frequently claimed, Mr Sewilam said,
that hydroelectric power projects pose no
hazard, but the fact is that in the event of several
seasons of drought—a not unprecedented
situation—with no binding agreement in place
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to make provisions for that event,
Egypt would suffer incalculably. A
large portion of the country’s arable
land would be ruined, he said, and
millions of Egyptians would be out of
work.

Sceptical about figures

Abbas Sharaky, Professor of
Geology and Water Resources at
Cairo University, is sceptical about
the figures announced by Ethiopia.
He says that the 90 per cent GERD
completion figure is overinflated,
and puts the actual completion
figure at 78 per cent: 85 per cent of
the concrete works and 70 per cent
of the electric works. He bases his
estimate on figures posted by the
firm We Build which executed the
concrete works of the GERD project.
We Build has posted that 1.6 million
cu.m of concrete work have not been
executed out of a total 10.4 million
cu.m, which means that 85 per cent
have been completed. As to the
electric work, only two turbines have
been installed so far out of a total 13.
Turbine installation, Dr Sharaky says,
is a time-consuming process that
requires utmost precision; the two
turbines in operation now took more
than two years to install. In addition,
he says, satellite photographs of the
GERD site show limited operation of
the turbines.

Ethiopia’s official GERD figures,
Dr Sharaky believes, target the
Ethiopian public in the first place
and have, more often than not, been
inflated to rally that public.

Cross-border river
For Nader Noureddine, Professor
of Water and Land Studies at

Cairo University, and strategic
expert at the Food and Agriculture
Organisation, the Ethiopian official
figures come as no surprise.

“Ethiopia’s claim of having completed
construction of 90 per cent of GERD”
he says, “is no more than part of the
squabbles that occur every year once the
time of the new filling approaches. It is a
naive provocation, since both Egypt and
Sudan approved the dam construction and
its storage capacity in the Declaration of
Principles signed in 2015.

“Ethiopia claimed it does not recognise the
historical water shares of Egypt or Sudan, nor
the colonial era agreements signed between the
countries. Again, this reflects political naiveté,
given that, legally, there is no such thing as
‘historical’ rights. Rather, they are acquired
rights to waters that reach downstream
countries by virtue of the natural downward
slope of the course of the river. Egypt has been
getting these waters throughout millennia, a
fact that has nothing to do with ‘colonial-era
agreements’. Ethiopia can take no credit for
being the land of the river source, nor can
Egypt be blamed for being the home to its
mouth.”

Dr Noureddine stresses that both Egypt
and Sudan have the right to know in advance
the volume of waters that would reach
them every year. Operation of the dam and
turbines ought not be a unilateral Ethiopian
affair since it directly affects their partners
in the river waters. After all, Dr Noureddin
says, the River Nile is a cross border river,
not one that is limited to Ethiopian land.

“Ethiopia and the African Union,” he
says, “have disregarded the UNSC decision
to resolve the GERD issue in a manner that
is adequate and binding to all parties.”
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