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«La Résurrection» de Piero della Francesca

«Christ est ressuscité ! Il est vraiment ressuscité !»
Watani Francophone vous adresse ses meilleurs vaeeux de Pdaques et vous invite a méditer
a cette occasion la fresque de Piero della Francesca, artiste peintre et mathématicien florentin
du XVeme siecle, souhaitant qu’'elle vous transmette la joie pascale.

P iero a été chargé de peindre la fresque de la résidence de style gothique,

la salle de réunion communautaire qui était utilisée uniquement par
les conservateurs, les magistrats en chef et les gouverneurs, qui, avant
de commencer leurs conseils, priaient devant limage. «Les significations
laiques et spirituelles de la peinture ont toujours été intimement liées. »
Placée haut sur le mur intérieur faisant face a l'entrée, la fresque a pour
objet une allusion au nom de la ville (qui signifie "Saint Sépulcre”), dérivée
de la présence de deux reliques du Saint-Sépulcre portées par deux
pelerins au IXe siecle.

C’est une des ceuvres majeures de Piero della Francesca réalisée
entre 1463 et 1465, de 2,25 _ 2,00 m, «La Résurrection» figure toujours
sur le lieu méme de sa création : un des murs de ce qui est aujourd'hui
le musée municipal de Sansepolcro ,I'un des musées de la ville toscane,
patrie de Piero della Francesca. Deux de ses ceuvres majeures y sont
exposées.

Le théeme de cette fresque est que Jésus, apres sa mort sur la Croix
et enseveli, y est vu sortant de son tombeau ou sarcophage, des soldats
endormis sont allongés autour, ils peuvent étre éveillés et surpris
de I'apparition, le mont Golgotha de son supplice peut étre visible avec
les trois croix. Le Christ apparait en buste ou s'éleve dans les airs arborant
sa banniere. La présence d'anges témoins de la scéne est possible.

L’ceuvre nous montre le Christ tiomphant de la mort, a l'aube du troisieme
jour, alors qu’il sort du tombeau ol son corps avait eté déposé.

A ses pieds, quatre gardes endormis. L’un d’entre eux nous fait face.
Selon la tradition, ce soldat serait un autoportrait de Piero della Francesca.
Il est a la rencontre de la verticale de la hampe de la banniére
et de I'horizontal du dessus du sarcophage.Le second, a sa gauche,
est de profil. Le troisieme montre un profil perdu. Tout a droite du tableau,
le quatrieme a le visage plongé dans ses mains. L’ensemble de la scene
est cemé par deux colonnes posées sur un soubassement et qui supportent
une poutre. Toute I'action est encadrée.

Le regard du spectateur est ainsi «cadréx» et focalisé sur le Christ.
Le Christ divise I'espace verticalement. A gauche, nous distinguons
un paysage hivernal, des arbres nus, une végétation trés pauvre,
un ciel péle et nuageux. A droite, les arbres sont pleins de feuilles,
la végétation est vivace, lumineuse, pleine de contrastes.

Le tombeau d’ou surgit le Christ marque une limite horizontale.
Le Christ, se dressant de son tombeau, est prét a partir. Il a le corps
musclé, bien que marqué par la Passion. La vitalité du Christ se manifeste
aussi par la couleur du sang qui sort de son flanc droit. Si le sang coule,
c’est que le cceur bat, et que ce corps est vivant. Le drapé tres dynamique
de son vétement manifeste aussi cette vie qui palpite.

Au-dessous de I'horizontale du tombeau, nous avons les quatre
gardes endormis et saisis dans des postures qui excluent l'action:
ils sont couchés, avachis, assommés. Tous ont les yeux clos ou cachés.
Ils ne voient pas ce qui se passe!

L’étendard que tient le Christ participe a la fois de la séparation entre
la gauche et la droite, mais il marque aussi le lien entre I'espace des gardes
et celui du Christ. Posé sur le sol, cet étendard «tire» vers le Christ.
Il flotte, animé par un souffle qui vient du cé6té des spectateurs.
L’étendard est marqué de la croix dont triomphe Le Ressuscité.

Ce jeu entre horizontalité et verticalité parcourt tout le tableau:
les colonnes et leurs cannelures, les arbres, la lance du soldat endormi
sont autant d’éléments qui accentuent la verticalité; I'horizontalité
est marquée par le soubassement et les lignes du tombeau, les nuages,
les soldats affaissés. Si nous regardons les visages, ceux des gardes
expriment des positions de relachement, de sommeil, de peur. Celui du Christ,
a la fois paisible mais avec un regard intense, nous «confrontey.
Ce regard du Christ attire le spectateur a lui.

Les personnages du premier plan sont vétus de vert, couleur de ce qui
est changeant, de ce qui ne dure pas. En le vert revét méme parfois
une connotation négative et passe pour porter malheur. C’est aussi
la couleur du diable et des démons. Ces personnages ont aussi
des parties de vétements bruns, le brun étant la couleur de la terre
et qui rappelle aussi les feuilles mortes, l'automne, la tristesse.
C’est a la fois le symbole de 'humilité et de la pauvreté. Le premier
homme porte des chausses rouges, le rouge qui est la couleur
de l'argile. La couleur du sang aussi, a la fois signe de vie et de vulnérabilité.

La construction est pyramidale avec, a la base, I'alignement des soldats
endormis, et, au sommet, le Christ debout. Dans le cadre, formé sur
les cétés par deux colonnes de faux marbre, la composition est divisée
en deux zones distinctes. La partie inférieure, ou l'artiste a placé
les gardes endormis, qui a un point de fuite tres bas. En le placant
a un niveau inférieur, Piero peint ses personnages en raccourcis,
les rendant ainsi plus imposants dans leur solidité monumentale.

Au-dessus des sentinelles endormies, Piero a placé le Christ vigilant,
non plus vu depuis le point bas, mais parfaitement frontalement.
Le Christ ressuscité, dépeint comme un solide paysan, n'en est pas
moins un parfait représentant de l'idéal humain de Piero: solide,
sobre et hiératique.

Le splendide paysage appartient également au répertoire des images
sacrées populaires: Piero a symboliquement représenté la moitié
ur la gauche encore plongée dans les froidures de I'hiver, et la moitié
droite, dans le sens de la lecture, déja ramené a la vie, ressuscité par
le Christ, printemps de la vie.Symboliquement, le paysage nous montre
le passage de I'hiver au printemps, le Christ est donc bien un passage
de la mort a la vie. Piero s’appuie sur une structure mathématique
rigoureuse pour donner une image parfaite de la réalité naturelle.
Mais il va plus loin que le simple rendu de la réalité.

Avec des personnages solennels et impassibles, avec [l'utilisation
de couleurs claires, tendres et lumineuses, il parvient a rendre sensible
l'origine divine de la création. A des personnages solidement ancrés
dans le réel, il donne une dimension d’étemité. Piero opére une merveilleuse
syntheése entre formes, couleurs et lumiere qui permet, au travers
d’une humanité assumée, de percevoir le divin.
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Christ Is risen!

May the grace, joy, and peace of this
spiritual season full of wonder fill your
hearts.

May we bask in the grace that cloaked us
during Holy Lent; may werdishthejoy of the
divine gift of our Lord'sincarnation and His
coming to our world with love, forgiveness,
and salvation, redeeming us from death
through His crucifixion and resurrection.
And may werevel in the peace gained by the
grasping that our new covenant with God has
been redrawn by Jesus Christ who devated
usfrom davesof the Divineto children of the
Heavenly Father.

We end Holy Lent armed with new traits
that reflect on our lives and relationship
with all those around us and those we mest.
Fasting is an exercise to curb the body’s
desires, but it is also a chance to tame the
whims of the soul. In this context, let me
recall what Pope Tawadros Il said on End-
of-Lent Friday during the Unction of the
Sck rite which involves anointing the
congregation with Holy Oil. The Pope called
on us to pray “Lord, sanctify my thoughts’
as our foreheads are being anointed; “Lord,
sanctify my words’ when anointed on the
throat; and “Lord, sanctify my deeds’ when

Youssef Sidhom

anointed on the wrigts. Thisis how we could
trandate the fagt into a living life standard,
regardless of fasting times.

Following Lent came Holy Week,
culminating with the glorious Resurrection.
On the Feast of the Resurrection, I extend
my heartfdt wishes to the shepherd of the
Coptic Orthodox Church, Pope Tawadros II,
and to al archbishops, bishops and priests of
the Church, and to the Coptic congregation.
I also extend my best wishes to the reverend
heads of the various Churchesin Egypt, and
totheir dlergy and congregetions. And | pray
for the Lord to protect our nation from all
harm, and to sustain the fusion of its people
Muslims and Christians. Perhaps one of
the most beautiful forms of this fusion
is the celebration of the time-honoured
Egyptian Spring Feast, Sham al-Nessim,
traditionally marked on Easter Monday,
by Egyptians all and sundry. And this year
2023 witnesses the Mudim celebration of
Eid al-Fitr, the feast that marks the end
of Ramadan, on 21 April, just a few days
following Easter. | wish al Mudims a
happy Eid Fitr.

May God fill Egypt and her people with
happiness and peace.

Watani

times.

Happy feasts

readers a blessed Feast of
Resurrection, a joyful Sham
al-Nessim spring feast, and
a happy Eid al-Fitr.

Sham al-Nessim goes
back to ancient
and is famous for outdoor
spring outings, and eating
salted fish, onions, and
eggs. Eid al-Fitr marks the
end of Ramadan, the Holy
Muslim month of fasting,
it features the tradition of
eating sugar-coated butter
pastries the recipe of which
goes back to pharaonic

wishes its

Egypt

My Beloved, the Blessed Children of the Holy Church;

ChristisRisen Truly HeisRisen

It is my pleasure to wish al of you a joyful Feast of
the Holy Resurrection, hoping that you experience the
victorious power of the Glorious Resurrection.

The Feast of the Resurrection is also called the “ Pascha,”
which literally means “to pass over” Through the
Resurrection, Christ passed over from death to life, and
in turn allowed us also to pass over from death to life, as
St Paul writes, “and raised us up together, and made us
sit together in the heavenly placesin Christ Jesus,” (Eph
2:6), because “even when we were dead in trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ” (Eph 2:5).

In the Passover, the victory over death was achieved
through death. Therefore, in the Resurrection hymn we
glorify the Risen Christ saying, “by death He trampled death
and to those in the tombs bestowing eternal life”

Christ 1s our Fdassover

Metropolitan Serapion

bondage to Satan. In order to free the Israglites from
bondage, God ordered them to kill the Passover lamb, and
to “take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that isin
the basin, and strike the lintel and the two doorposts
with the blood that is in the basin. And none of you
shall go out of thedoor of hishouseuntil morning” (Ex
12:22). Thus, blood isregarded as a symbol and asign of
death, “ Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood
shall be shed” (Gen 9:6).

The fact that the Israelites fulfilled God’s order and
remained inside their homes with the blood marked on the
lintel and the two door posts meant that they were under the
death of obedience. Thefruit of their obedience waslife,
“For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians,
and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two
doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and not allow

the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you.” (Ex
12:23) Certainly, the Lord did not need the blood on the

Sin is death, because sin is the separation from God, Who is the Source of
our life. Therefore, God warned Adam that in the day he eats of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, he “ shall surely die” (Gen 2:17)

Disobedience is sin, and “the wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23). Degth was
required in order to abolish sn. However, it couldn't be the death that came as a
result of disobedience. Rather, it had to be the death coming from obedience, which
Chrig did when He “humbled Himsdlf by becoming obedient to the point of
death: death on across’ (Eph 2:8).

When the first Adam rebelled against God, he died the death of disobedience.
He was exiled from the Garden of Eden, and God told him, “ For you are dust,
and to dust you shall return” (Gen 3:19). God forbade him from eating from
the fruit of the Tree of Life.

Whereas, the first Adam died the death of disobedience, the Second Adam
died the death of obedience on the cross. “ Therefore, God also has highly
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on
earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ isLord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philp 2:911-).

Since our human nature was corrupt and we were under the dominion of
death and sin, we were incapable of offering complete obedience to God the
Father. Therefore, Christ offered complete obedience to God the Father on our
behalf. Additionally, Christ’s death on the cross abolished sin, as St Paul writes,
“but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Himself” (Heb 9:26).

In the Old Testament, God gave humanity examples of passing over from the
death of disobedience to the death of obedience, such as

The Paschal Lamb, which isthe Passover Lamb

-The Isradlites were under hitter bondage to Pharaoh, similar to humanity’s

Aoly Sepulchre: 7he YNost Aoly FIlace on Larth

house to differentiate between the houses of the Egyptians

and those of His people, the Israglites. Yet, placing the blood on the house and
remaining inside indicated obedience - the death of obedience. Consequently,
they were saved from the death of bondage through the death of obedience.

Crossing the Red Sea - Passing through the Seaisa symbol of death

Although crossing the Red Sea was a life-giving death for the Isradlites et it
was a fatal desth for Pharaoh and his soldiers. The difference between the two
was obedience. The Isradlites crossed the Red Sea in obedience to God's words
to Moses, “But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it. And the children of Isradl shall go on dry ground through the midst
of the sea” (Ex 14:16). When Moses obeyed and “stretched out his hand over
thesea” (Ex 14:21), the sea was divided. However, when Pharaoh and his soldiers
aso tried to follow the Isradlites and cross the sea, they perished because of their
disobedience to God, who ordered Pharaoh to let His people go. St Paul explains
that, “ By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the
Egyptians attempting to do so, were drowned.” (Heb 11:29).

My beloved,

let us rejoice as we pass over with our Risen Christ.

Let us pray for the peace of the Holy Church and for our beloved shepherd,
H.H. Pope Tawadros 1.

L et uspray for the souls of our beloved, who have preceded usto the Paradise,
and with them the soul of our beloved father, Hegumen lbrahim Aziz, asking
God to grant His heavenly comfort to the families.

Let us pray for all suffering and weary souls, so our Lord may shine
upon them with the life-giving light of His Glorious Resurrection and
fill their hearts with joy.

Wishing you many happy returns.

His Eminence Metropolitan Serapion is Metropolitan
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Los Angeles (www.lacopts.org)

hulent histors

The Yingdom of God is

My Beloved:
Chrigtisrisen! Truly, Heisrisen!

With these joyful words, put all the troubles of this world
beneath you. At the beginning of His ministry, our Lord Jesus
Christ proclaimed: “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom
of Godis at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel” (Mark
1:15). Thisistoday's message.

Today, our joy overflows because the time has been fulfilled and
all the prophecies have been revealed. Chrigt was born for us, died
for us rosefor us, so that we may enter triumphantly with Himinto
His kingdom and live with Him, forever. “And the Word, being
His Son, came to us, having put on flesh, revealing both Himself
and the Father, giving to usin Himsaf resurrection from the
dead, and eternal lifeafterwards’ (St Justin Martyr).

His Eminence

The Kingdom of God is a hand for the gates of paradisehave M etropolitan Youssef
been unlocked and the righteous have entered. Death logt its
power and Satan is bound with chains. The Second Coming of
the Lord Jesus Christ isvery near. AsHisbeloved children, who heard Hisword and kept it, who believed
His commandments and lived by them, who followed Him and walked in His footsteps, rejoice alwaysin
HisHoly Resurrection, “ For indeed, the kingdom of God iswithin you” (Luke 17:21). You know that He
isyour King and is returning to take you to His kingdom: “ For the Lord takes pleasure in His people;
Hewill beautify the humble with salvation” (Psalm 149:4).

If you strayed away, have fallen into sin, or have not yet believed, He is il reaching out to you, calling you
to repent and to believe in the gospel. Where is your beauty, your wealth, and your strength? There is nothing
to cling to in this life but fading glory. The Crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ was for you and so was His
Resurrection. There is no other God beside Him. There is no other way of salvation except through Jesus Christ
our Saviour. You cannot have one foot in God's kingdom and one foot in Satan's. You must decideto believein
the gospe s0 you may see Hisglory for HisKingdomisat hand.

Rejoice with confidence in His promises, love, and mercy. The path of salvation requires faith and repentance
leading us throughout the way into His kingdom. This is salvation, for the name of Jesus means Saviour. In
Christ Jesus, we may enter into the Kingdom of God. St Ambrose of Milan explains that Pascha means crossing-
over, indicating that the children of Isragl crossed over out of Egypt, and Chrigt, the Son of God, crossed over
from thisworld to the Father. Thus heasksus “ What gain isit to celebrate unlessyou imitate Him Whom
you wor ship; that is, unlessyou crossover from Egypt, that is, from the darknessof evildoing to thelight
of virtue, from thelove of thisworld to the love of your heavenly home?” S Ambrose of Milan.

Today and in every Divine Liturgy, we celebrate the holy and glorious Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Chrigt, our source of joy, hope, and salvation. The kingdom of God is at hand and within us. Through the
intercessions of St Mary and all the angels, and the prayers of al the saints, we beseech our Lord Jesus
Christ to preserve the life of our beloved father, Pope Tawadros II, Pope of the Church of Alexandria and
Patriarch of the See of St Mark, for many years and peaceful times.

God blessyou!

His Eminence Metropolitan Youssef isMetropolitan
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States (suscopts.org)

Ahmes L abib Pahor

The history of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre (HS) embodies the
higtory of Chrigtianity in the Middle Eagt. A vist there is an uplifting
spiritual experience, especially so when entering the Holy Tomb.

The HS encompasses the tomb of Jesus Chrigt; the site of His
Crucifixion, the Golgotha; the site where St Helena found the Holy
Cross, and many other memorable sites. Each of these sites has
its own history, but the history of the HS as a whole speaks of the
turbulent times it underwent.

Templeof Venus

After the entombment of Chrigt, His Resurrection and Ascension, the
Apostles started the journey of spreading the faith. The early faithful
knew the place and time of what happened during the Passon week.
They used to vist the Site of the tomb during the appropriate times

In 70AD, Titus attacked Jerusalem and squashed a Jewish
rebellion. This, however, did not stop the faithful from continuing
to visit the holy site.

In 136 AD Emperor Hadrian, following another Jewish rebelion
and more destruction, rebuilt the city and called it Adia Capitolina He
forbade the Jewish and Chrigtian inhabitants from residing in the new
city. He was informed of the Chrigtian practice of visting the ste of
Crucifixion and the tomb, so he built over Calvary a Roman Temple
dedicated to Venus with the intention that no Chrigtian visits to these
Stes would ever take place again; he did the same with the ste of the
birth of Chrigt in Bethlehem. His aim was to erase the memory of Jesus
Chrig. Actually, what he achieved was to preserve the Stes and protect
them from any harm till Empress Helena, the mother of Congantinethe
Great, came to look for them in the first half of the fourth century.

Demodlitions.. and Satusquo the strict Status Quo.
Empress Helena knocked down the temple and built a church on the )
ste A number of Egyptian workers helped build the origindl church,  Holy Fire “The fhimbvaiya:

hence the close proximity of the Coptic Patriarchate to the HS. She also
found the true Cross

When the Persiansinvaded the Holy Lands, entrance
they demolished the HS which was then m 1856, showing
rebuilt following their defeat by Emperor AP B . wooden ladder
Heracliusin 626AD. e T .

The church was preserved during the Arab — |
occupation in the 7th century. In 1009, however,
the Fatimid Caliph a-Hakim, known as the
mad Caliph, ordered its demalition, which weas
duly done This was one of the reasons for the
Frg Crusade The successor of a-Hakim
ordered its restoration, and the Greek Orthodox
Patriarch Nicephorus darted the task. The
Crusaders added to the buildings and the HS
was consecrated in 1149. A fire erupted in 1808,
but the church was thereafter restored.

Owing to severe squabbles among the
various Chrigtian sects in Jerusalem over who
owns what in the HS, a firman was issued by
the Ottoman Sultan in 1852, which gipulated
that the “Status Quo” should be maintained, a
principle to this day honoured.

As one approaches the HS it is noticed
that the church is & a lower levd than the
surrounding dreets This owes to the 2000
yearstime difference between them in history.

Above the entrance stands a conspicuous
small wooden ladder. Thisladder (or avariant
thereof), known as theimmovable ladder, has
been in that same spot since 1852, confirming

On the left hand of the entrance there is a
number of marble columns one of which is

Old view of

ladder,. =
recenf view

Folit, with a dark area around. This it is
related to the Coptic higory of the HS. The
dory goes back to Ibrahim Pasha, the eldest
son of Muhammad Ali who wasViceroy of
Egypt in 1805 - 1848. Having heard of the
Holy Fire that erupts in the Holy Tomb on the
Saturday preceding Eagter Sunday, Ibrahim
Pashawished to see for himsdf that Holy Fire
He entered the Haly Tomb with the Coptic
Patriarch accompanied by the Greek Orthodox
Patriarch. The church was emptied, but the
crowds would not leave; they sood outside the
HS closed door, waiting. Once the Holy fire
appeared right on timein the Holy Tomb, it also
sprang from a pillar a the entrance of the HS
for the benefit of the faithful outside the church;
hence the split column.

The Greek Orthodox have a slightly different
verdon of the dory, dbet with the same
outcome. Ther sory goes that the ones in the
Holy Tomb were the Pasha and the Coptic
Patriarch, while the Greek Orthodox Patriarch
was with the crowds outdde the church. The
Holy Fire erupted in the column and split it.

Sites of Crucifixion and Resurrection

Inside the HS, the first thing a person
encounters is a large marble dab, the Stone of
Unction or Anointing. Thisisthe stewherethe
body of Chrigt waslaid down to be washed and
prepared for burial onceit wastaken down from
the Cross Eight lamps hang over the Stone of
Unction, adorned with crossbearing chain
links, they are contributed by the Armenians,

Copts Greeksand Latins

On the right hand to the Stone are dtairs which lead to the ste of
Crucifixion. This area is divided to a right-hand smaller part where Our
Lord was nailed to the Cross The main part encompasses the area of
The Cross Invariably onewould needtojoin aqueueto gaintheblessing
of the site where the Cross stood. It is marked in the floor with a square
hole Benegth this hole is the place reputed to be the Site where Adam
was buried. This is why some paintings of the Crucifixion include a skull
and bones under the crucified Christ.

On the left of the marble Unction dab is an area marking where
the Holy Virgin stood watching her crucified son. Behind are stairs
ascending to the area belonging to the Armenian Orthodox.

Opposte, there is the “Aedicule’ dtting in the middle of the
“Rotunda’, under the largest “Dome” in the HS. The Aediculeis a
marble monument that houses the Holy Tomb. To enter the tomb, one
hasto passthrough the chapel of the Angel whereasmall piece of the
stone that sealed the tomb is present.

Coptic altar

Onceingde the chape of the Angel, the Holy Tombisto theright,
and behind the wall in front there is the Coptic altar. When Christ
was laid in the tomb, His head was towards the present-day Coptic
altar. The Coptic “church” is actually asmall iron enclosure Behind
it, on the opposite side of the Tomb, is the Syrian Orthodox church
which includes the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea.

Opposite the Holy Tomb is the Catholicon of the Greek Orthodox.
Sixty per cent of the HS belongs to the Greek Orthodox, 30 per cent
to the Armenian Orthodox, and the remaining 10 per cent is divided
between the Lating Syrians and Copts In the past, the Copts used to
have seven dltars only one remainstoday.

At the lowest level of the HS is the Ste where St Helena found the
Holy Cross

Dr AhmesLabib Pahor, PhD, FRCS, FICS. Freedom
of The City of London.
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