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Ravenne, port italien de la céte adriatique, présente

la particularité d’avoir conservé un ensemble de batiments
religieux du Haut Moyen-age d’une qualité telle qu'il est inscrit
a linventaire du Patrimoine mondial de 'Unesco. Ravenne
est considérée comme la capitale mondiale de la mosaique.
C’est dans l'un d’eux, la basilique Saint-Apollinaire -le-Neuf,
construite par le roi goth Théodoric le Grand entre 493 et 526,
que se trouvent les deux panneaux de mosaique guidant
pour entrer dans un début de compréhension de ce qu’est
le mystére du Salut apporté par Jésus-Christ.

Dans le premier, Jésus porte un vétement bleu foncé
et a la téte auréolée d’'un nimbe cruciforme, signe que
son autorité et sa divinité passent par la croix. De sa main
droite, il fait le geste de bénédiction en direction d’un homme
couché sur un brancard que deux autres hommes, montés
sur le toit de la maison, descendent vers lui a 'aide de cordes.
L’homme couché a les deux bras tendus vers Jésus,
comme dans un geste d’appel, de supplication. A la gauche
de cette scene, un personnage vétu d’'un vétement clair
nous invite a regarder Jésus.

La seconde scéne nous montre Jésus dans le méme
vétement et la méme posture que dans la premiere mosaique.
Il regarde le paralytique partir, guér, en emportant son brancard
sur son dos. Le personnage en vétement clair a, ici, les mains
croisées sur la poitrine, dans un geste de remerciement,
voire d’admiration.

: * T
Ce cinquiéme dimanche @ _{ér !
du caréme, nous lisons dans & 55

N

les Evangiles Marc 2:1-12,
Matthieu 9:1-8,Luc 5,17-26
le miracle de La guérison
+du paralysé de Capharnaiim.
i Occasion de contempler
les deux panneaux
.de mosaique de cette guérison
“enla basilique Saint-Apollinaire
-le-Neuf , Ravenne en Italie.

Cette scene rapportée dans les évangiles montre Jésus
enseignant & Capharnaim, en Galilée, dans une maison
pleine de personnes venues I'écouter. Un paralysé lui est amené
par le toit en raison de la foule qui fait obstacle. Jésus alors,
voyant la foi des porteurs et du paralysé dit a ce dernier:
«Mon fils, tes péchés sont pardonnés». Aussitt, les scribes
crient au blasphéme, car Dieu seul peut pardonner les péchés.
Ce faisant, Jésus pour leur montrer qu’il est le Fils de Dieu
demande au paralysé de se lever et de marcher. L’homme
se leve alors, prend son brancard et rentre chez lui devant
la foule étonnée.

Jésus, connaissant leurs pensées, prit la parole et leur dit:
Quelles pensées avez-vous dans vos coeurs? Lequel est
le plus aisé, de dire: Tes péchés te sont pardonnés,
ou de dire: Léve-toi, et marche? Or, afin que vous sachiez
que le Fils de 'homme a sur la terre le pouvoir de pardonner
les péchés: Je te l'ordonne, dit-il au paralytique, leve-toi,
prends ton lit, et va dans ta maison. Et, a l'instant, il se leva
en leur présence, prit le lit sur lequel il était couché, et s’en alla
dans sa maison, glorifiant Dieu. Tous étaient dans
I’étonnement, et glorifiaient Dieu; remplis de crainte, ils disaient:
Nous avons vu aujourd’hui des choses étranges.

Jésus montre sa divinité par ce miracle. Mais, parce que
c'est de la part du vrai Dieu que le Fils unique était venu
pour le salut des hommes, il invitait les incrédules,
par les miracles qu'il faisait, a rendre gloire a son Pere, et,
aux Pharisiens qui n'accueillaient pas la venue du Fils

de Dieu et qui, pour cette raison, ne croyaient pas
a la rémission des péchés accomplie par lui, il disait:
«Pour que vous sachiez que le Fils de 'homme a, sur la terre,
le pouvoir de remettre les péchés...». Par I'accomplissement
de ce miracle, il confondait les incrédules et faisait comprendre
qu'il était lui-méme la Voix de Dieu par laquelle, sur la terre,
I'homme avait regu les commandements: c'est pour les avoir
transgressés qu'il était devenu pécheur, et la paralysie avait
été la conséquence des péchés. Ainsi, en remettant
les péchés, le Seigneur n'a pas seulement guéri I'homme,
il a aussi révélé clairement qui il était. En effet, si personne
ne peut remettre les péchés, sinon Dieu seul, et si le Seigneur
les remettait et guérissait I'homme, il est clair qu'il était
le Verbe de Dieu devenu Fils de I'homme, ayant regu
du Pere le pouvoir de remettre les péchés parce qu'il était
homme et parce qu'il était Dieu, afin que, comme homme,
il souffrit avec nous, et que, comme Dieu, il elt pitié de nous
et nous remit les dettes dont nous étions débiteurs a I'égard
de Dieu notre Créateur.

Mais qu’est-ce que tout cela nous dit du salut, de la fagon
dont Dieu sauve ? Tout au long de sa vie publique, Jésus
a multiplié les signes montrant que le salut est donné par
sa venue. Il est d’abord intéressant de noter que la scene
se passe en Galilée, autrement appelée «carrefour des paiens».
Jésus montre par-la que le salut est annoncé non seulement
au Peuple juif, mais aussi aux paiens.

La guérison de ce paralytique est, quant a elle, un signe

R

tres explicite puisque la guérison est a la fois physique et
spirituelle. Mais cette guérison doit étre demandée, comme
le montrent les bras tendus du paralytique sur son brancard.
Et elle doit étre régulierement renouvelée; c’est ce que signifie
le fait que le paralytique reparte avec son brancard.

Le salut donné par Dieu, passe aussi par des médiations
humaines et se regoit dans la communauté qu’est I'Eglise.
Si le paralytique n’avait pas été amené a Jésus par des porteurs,
il n‘aurait pas eu la possibilité d’étre guéri et pardonné.
Enfin, nous ne pouvons que rendre grace du don qui est ainsi
fait et nous mettre dans la posture de reconnaitre qu'il vient
du Sauveur et I'en remercier comme le fait le personnage
en vétement clair, archétype du disciple qu’essaie d’étre tout
chrétien.

Jésus regarde le paralytique et va a l'essentiel: "Tes péchés
sont pardonnés". La santé physique est un don que nous
devons chérir, mais le Seigneur nous enseigne que nous
devons aussi chérir la santé du cceur, la santé spirituelle.

La encore, au-dela de la guérison elle-méme il faut
se dire que ce paralytique, ce peut étre nous, non pas
parce qu’on aurait un handicap physique, mais parce
qu’il arrive qu’on ait quelque chose qui nous empéche
d’avancer dans notre vie. C’est une question morale:
certaines personnes handicapées, en chaise roulante
avancent dans leur vie, et d’autres en bonne santé
physique sont bloqués. Les causes peuvent étre multiples.
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Problemson hold

Hopes and aspirations

Youssef Sidhom

The journalis community in Cairo dected a new
board to its syndicate on 17 March 2023, in a positively
democratic experience that has rooted power rotation. The
newly eected chairman and members of the board will
work to run the syndicate affairs, so as to draw policies
that would benefit journalism and journalists. I list here the
names of the newly elected members of the board of the
Journalists Syndicate, leaving out thetitles. The Chairman:
Khaled a-Balshy; and the Sx members. Hisham Younis,
Abdd-Raouf Khalifa, Gamal Abdd-Rehim, Mohamed al-
Garhy, Mahmoud Kame and Mohamed Yehia.

I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the new
board, wishing them success in the huge charge they
are shouldered with, that of amelioraing journalism as
a professon, and promoting the interests of journalists.
I commend the fine competition that characterised all
phases of the electoral race and campaigning. Most of the
candidates came to visit us at Watani; the visits reflected a
candid dimate that displayed perspectives and aspirations
for better journalism and journalist conditions. None of the
candidates attempted to criticise their predecessors or the
other candidates running the ections.

In fact, the respectable competition on the chairman’s
seat between Khaled al-Meiry and Khaled al-Bal shy—
both of whom visited Watani as part of their electoral
campaigns— is a lesson in refined democratic practice.
Until election day, therewas heated competition between
Meiry and Balshy; we all held our breaths till the final
results were out, announcing the advancement of Balshy
by a few votes, thus winning the seat of Head of the
Journalists Syndicate. At this point, in all good faith
and spirit, Meiry congratulated his rival and wished
him and the journalists’ community success. Balshy’s
response was equally gracious; he thanked Meiry and
confirmed that they have both run an honest, fair race,
and that they will remain dear syndicate colleagues.

Even as I commend the true democracy that brought
in the new syndicate board, it is far from being the end
of the story. For years I have had misgivings about a
number of issues which I used to bring up with the
election of consecutive syndicate boards. These issues
have not been resolved; they are still pending.

I hope they would be addressed, in order for the
electoral effort and journalist representation to attain
full merit. I present here a few examples of what is
burdening me in this context.

Perhaps the issue most discussed with the candidates
we met in Watani during the last election campaign,
and even previous campaigns, was the current condition
of print journalism and the challenges it faces. Not
concerning professional performance or freedom of
opinion, since these are relative indices that vary from
one paper to ancther depending on their orientations,
policies and battles. The challenges discussed with the
candidates consist in how to face the unprecedented
economic burdensof theprinted pressinlight of swelling
costs and diminishing profits, given that the bylaws
governing press ingtitutions allow only advertisements
and sales revenues as the sole sources of income of print
journalism. These two resources have been steadily
receding owing to the reciprocally steady takeover of
media field by the electronic press and social media.
Circulation of print media has consequently shrunk,
leading to diminishing advertisements and a huge
reduction in revenue. Accordingly, serious doubts now
exist regarding the ahility of print journalismto survive.
Several previous boards of the Journalists Syndicate
washed their hands of the problem, claiming that the
syndicate represents not the press but the journalists.
Yet this issue remains pressing and unavoidable, very
smply because it epitomises the terrifying event of
papers going bankrupt, meaning that the journalists
and workers in these papers would be pushed into
unemployment. We are thus before a critical challenge;
we wait to see how the Journalists Syndicate and the
Supreme Council for Media Regulation will deal with
it so as to reach a situation that would rescue stumbling
print newspapers.

Another issue that has steadily irked me regarding the
syndicate eections concerns my aspiration for harmony
among colleagues who become members of the board of
the Journalists Syndicate, in order for them to work hand
in hand for the benefit of journalism and journalists. More
often than not, however, this expectation was not fulfilled
because of the divergent plans and promises made by
members of the board during their eectoral campaigns.
This often created differences and conflict inside the board
regarding the prioritisation of policies to be embraced.
I always called for the need to change the individual
candidacy currently stipulated by the syndicate lav to
group candidacy. This way various groups, each with a
unified programme, would address voters; when a group
wins, it wins the seal of gpprova for the programme to
which it should adhere to and implement.

Yet another issue that warrants revision regarding
the syndicate board elections is, in my view, the fair
and balanced representation. The biggest challengein
this regard is women representation, especially in a
society that strivesto get out of ages of regression and
into the era of modernity. I have always been proud
and content with legislation that set quotas for women
representation in elected bodies. I wonder how this
was not done in case of the Egyptian Journalists
Syndicate. Under the pretext of achieving absolute
freedom for candidacy and voting, it stands in the
way of empowering Egyptian women from reaching
the board of the Journalists Syndicate. Curiously, we
are talking about a profession that has over the years
been proud of the role played by Egyptian women in
it; in case of Watani, women represent 60 per cent
of our journalists. Let me stress that the time has
come to reconsider the syndicate elections laws, and
to take the initiative of assigning 50 per cent of the
syndicate board seats for women, in appreciation for
their historic contribution to journalism, and which
is in no way less important than men’s contribution.

I have cited my aspirations and unanswered questions
regarding the Journalists Syndicate board. Hopefully,
they would be answered soon.
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On 15 March 2023, Hossam Heiba,
Presdent of the General Authority for
Investment and Free Zones (GAFI), together
with Haier Group Chairman of the Board
and CEO Zhou Yunjie, laid the foundation
stone for the Haier-Egypt complex in the
10th of Ramadan industrial city, 65km east
of Cairo. The Haier complex which sits on
a200,000-sq.m-plot of land, is the first eco-
friendly industrial complex in Egypt.

At aninvestment of someUSD100 million,
the first phase of the project includes three
factories, in addition to feeding factories.
Production is expected to start in the first
quarter of 2024, with an annual capacity
of one million devices. Local components
should constitute 60 to 70 per cent. The first
phase of the project is expected to provide
2000 direct and indirect job opportunities.

Haier Group is a multinational home
appliances and consumer electronics

Wassef Joutros-Chali
(1924 - 2023)

company which startedin China
in 1984; it is headquartered in
Qingdao, Shandong.

According to Mr Heiba,
the Egyptian and Chinese governments
both aspire that the Haier-Egypt projects
becomes the first of more Chinese
investments in Egypt, especially in the field
of technology. Haier designs, develops,
manufactures and sells products including
refrigerators, air conditioners, washing
machines, dryers, microwave ovens, mobile
phones, computers, and televisions. The
home appliance business, namely Haier
Smart Home, has seven global brands.
By 2020, Haier had been the world’s
number one home appliance brand for 12
consecutive years.

GAFI President explained that the
huge investment of Haier in Egypt is an
important step on the way of bringing
industrial technology to Egypt. The
Chinese company, he said, will establish

Wassef Boutros-Ghali, most senior member
of the prominent Coptic Boutros-Ghali family
departed our world on 16 March, aged 99. Mr
Boutros-Ghali was President of the reputable
Société d’Archéologie Copte (SAC), and
superintendent of a-Boutrossya Church in
Abassiya, Cairo.

Mourned by Pope

Pope Tawadros II mourned Mr Wassef
Boutros-Ghali in a statement issued by the
Coptic Orthodox Church. The statement began
with the verse “For whether we live, we live
unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto
the Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we
are the Lord’s.” (Romans 14:8).

Mr W. Boutros-Ghali, the statement
said, “rested in the Lord today after a long
life filled with giving to the homeland and
to the Church. During the long years in
which he served as President of the Société
d’Archéologie Copte, SAC made great
contributions to the field of Coptic studies,
which made him ‘one of its great pioneers’.

“May his pure soul rest in paradise. We offer
condolencesto hisblessed family and to all his
students and lovers”

Thefuneral of Mr Wassef Boutros-Ghali was
held on 16 March at Boutrossya Church.

Superintendent
of Boutrossya Church

The church of St Peter and St Paul in Cairo,
known as al-Boutrossiya in reference to the
family that built it, was built by the Boutros-
Ghali family in 1911 following atragic event
in Egypt’s modern history: the assassination
of Boutros Pasha Ghali (1846 — 1910) who
was prime minister of Egypt from 1908 to
1910. Boutros Pasha Ghali was buried in a
crypt under the church’s altar; other members
of the family who later died were also buried
inthat crypt.

Mariam Adly

a research and development
centre for its products in Egypt.
Furthermore, the establishment
of ahuge industrial complex in
Egypt, will attract new investments in the
feeding industries and those related to the
household appliances industry.

Mr Yunjie for his part said that investing
in Egypt is a strategic goal for the Chinese
government and companies that look to
benefit from the investment incentives
offered by the Egyptian government. This
in addition to Egypt’s privileged location
and itsjoining of the Chinese Belt and Road
initiative, have encouraged Haier to invest
in Egypt, he said. Haier CEO said that his
company plans for Egypt to become its
largest and most important hub for smart
manufacturing in the region, relying on
the Haier’s 10 research and development
centres worldwide and the centre to be
established in Egypt.

vchitect, uvchueologist, artist

Sanada Farouk
Basma Nasser

The church is located in Ramses Street in
the Cairo neighbourhood of Abassiya. It was
consecrated by Pope Kyrillos V. who was
Coptic Orthodox Patriarch in 1874 - 1927. To
date, the Boutros-Ghali family is responsble
for the church and tend to its needs.

Wassef Boutros-Ghali leavesbehind awife a
son Teymour Michel, entrepreneur and investor
in the US and a daughter Perihan who is in
the field of architecture. He is the grandson of
Boutros Pasha Ghali, former prime minister of
Egypt. His father is Youssef Bek Boutros, his
mother Sophie Hanim Mikhael, and hisbrother
Boutros Boutros-Ghali (1922 — 2016), former
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Ar chitecture and ar chaeology

In addition to being a pioneer in Coptic
gudies, Mr W. Boutros-Ghali has to his credit
a brilliant career in the field of architecture,
archaeology and antiquities. In 1969, he was
consultant to UNESCO for the project of
conservation and preservation of the city of
Tunis and in 1970 he participated in the project
to develop the city. In the same year, he again
acted as consultant to UNESCO, but this time
for the project of protecting and preserving
antiquitiesin Algeria

In 1970, he became Principal Technical
Advisor to the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP). He worked as advisor
in the field for environment and urbanism,
tackling issues of housing, planning and
construction.

Mr W. Boutros-Ghali held the postion
of President of the Société d’Archéologie
Copte snce 1988. SAC was founded in 1934
by a group of Egyptians concerned with
conducting, enhancing, and publishing Coptic

On another note, Mr Yunjie said he was
impressed that the investment agreements
with the Egyptian side were completed
rather swiftly. “The Memorandum of
Understanding to establish the factory
was signed with the Egyptian government
last August,” he said, “the company
obtained the golden license in December,
and today the foundation stone of the
factory isbeing laid.”

Ahmed al-Gendy, Director of Haier-
Egypt, pointed out that the company
looks to make Egypt a hub for exporting
its products to the Middle East, Africa
and Europe, taking advantage of the trade
agreements that link Egypt with Africa,
the Middle East and the European Union.
And of course, according to Mr Gendy,
the factories should meet the needs of the
local market; Haier-Egypt is planning to
establish anumber of commercial outletsin
Egypt, and a customer service centre.

Sudies, led by members of the Boutros
Ghali family. Through the years, SAC has
attained international stature in the field, and
was pivotal in founding the International
Association for Coptic Studies (ASC) in 1976.
Under Mr W. Boutros-Ghali ASC thrived and
prospered with various contributions to the
field of Coptic studies, including publishing
books, publications and research on Coptic
studies, and cataloguing manuscripts.

Theartist

In addition to all the above, Wassef Boutros-
Ghali was an artist of international stature, a
fact little-known in Egypt. His talent showed
early on; a 12 he joined the studio of Jaro
Hilbert, a cdlasscally trained Czech painter in
Cairo, who became his mentor. In 1946 W.
Boutros-Ghali graduated, first in his class, from
Cairo Univerdty with adegreein Architecture.

The July 1952 Revolution in Egypt which
deposed the monarchy and set up the country
as a republic led to socialist laws in 1960
that greatly curtailed the Boutros-Ghali
family agrarian wealth. Wassef relocated in
Khartoum, Sudan, in 1960, then in Rome
in 1963, and New York in 1971 During this
period Wassef painted numerous watercolours
and began to paint in oil. In 1974 he painted his
first work in acrylic. In 1984 he retired from
UNDR, which gave him moretimefor painting.

His subject matter turned towards Biblical
stories such as the Last Supper, The Entry of
Chrig into Jerusalem, and Entombment. These
subjectswere rendered in watercolor, providing
for moreprecisonandintimacy. With hisreturn
to Cairo in 1985, the equilibrium of geometric
spaces played a bigger role in his paintings,
and he continued to use vibrant colours to
show motion and energy. His compositions
implied scenes of myth and reslity, balancing
the smplicity of daily life with imagination in
abstraction.
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