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Jésus et la Samaritaine au Musée des Beaux-Arts

Ce 4e dimanche de Caréme commémore la rencontre entre Jésus et la Samaritaine preés de la fontaine
de Jacob (Jean, 4:5-42). Comme, se reposant prés d'un puits lors de son retour en Galilée,
Jésus lui demande a boire, la Samaritaine s'étonne qu'il ose, lui, un Juif, lui demander de l'eau:
les Juifs meéprisaient les Samaritains et ne leur adressaient pas la parole. Jésus lui répond que l'eau qu'elle puise
n'étanche pas la soif, mais que l'eau vive qu'il donne devient jaillissante et que quiconque en boit n'aura plus
Jjamais soif. Occasion de faire une lecture d’image sur I’ceuvre du peintre francais Philippe de Champaigne.

Le tableau de ce peintre Jésus et la Samaritaine (1602-1674) choisi pour cette description
se trouve face a l'entrée de la salle consacrée a la peinture frangaise du dix-septieme
siecle dans le musée des Beaux-Arts de Caen. Philippe de Champaigne fait partie
de cette école de peintres du mouvement classique qui expriment avec talent

la représentation des écrits bibliques sous forme illustrative.

L'artiste est né a Bruxelles mais il fit sa carriere dans le royaume de France
ou il fut naturalisé. Il a exécuté des peintures pour Marie de Médicis,
le roi Louis XlII et Anne d'Autriche ; il est reconnu comme I'un des grands
peintres classiques frangais. Au cours de sa vie, Champaigne a réalisé
de nombreuses ceuvres pour les différents palais et églises de Paris.

L'ceuvre décrite, « Le Christ et la Samaritaine », a été réalisée pour
I'église Port-Royal de Paris. Le sujet de cette toile est une représentation
des bienfaits de la religion a travers une scene illustrant la conversion
par le Christ d'une Samaritaine, habitante de la ville de Samarie
en Palestine.Si la toile est présentée dans un cadre carré,
elle a la forme d'un rond, appelé Tondo, d'environ un metre
de diametre. Cette présentation met en valeur les figures
ainsi que les formes adoucies par la courbure des lignes.
L'ensemble du tableau a une grande fluidité et une trés grande gréace.

Au premier plan se trouvent les deux personnages, le Christ
a gauche, et la Samaritaine a droite. Jésus est venu en Samarie
pour convertir les habitants de cette région. Aprés avoir envoyé
ses apdtres a la ville pour chercher de la nourriture, il se rend
aupres du puits ou la Samaritaine est venue chercher de l'eau.
Le Christ explique a la jeune femme que l'eau qui est dans le puits
satisfera sa soif physique mais que, lui, satisfera sa soif spirituelle
en lui montrant I'existence de Dieu.Le message religieux que veut
faire passer l'artiste s'exprime par un dialogue muet et instantané.
C'est I'expression des personnages et la symbolique utilisée qui nous
transmettent le discours échangé entre Jésus et la Samaritaine.

Deux gestes sont primordiaux dans ce message.

Tout d'abord, le Christ, assis, tend son bras gauche, la main vers
le puits, tandis que son bras droit, accoudé sur une pierre, montre le ciel
de son index. Cette posture forme une diagonale partant du doigt levé vers
le ciel, en haut a gauche, vers l'autre main, plus au centre et plus bas.

Par ailleurs, la femme, debout, a peine plus grande que le Christ assis,
est représentée de face. Mais son visage est de profil, complétement tourné vers
Jésus. Son bras droit est plié, la main posée sur son cceur. Sa main gauche,
en paralléle a celle du Christ, indique la terre, paume vers le bas. Elle est représentée
en raccourci, donnant un superbe effet de perspective, car le spectateur a I'impression
que la main sort du tableau.Le geste de la Samaritaine exprime la stupeur et I'acceptation.

On sent qu'elle a bien été convaincue par les paroles de Jésus.
Derriere le Christ, on apergoit la grande roue et les pierres du puits de Jacob. A I'arriere
plan, sont représentés quelques apétres sur le chemin de Samarie. La ville,
représentée notamment par ses tours et sa grande porte, apparait encore plus loin

sur une colline.

Le travail du peintre est remarquable. Il a représenté les deux principaux
personnages en leur donnant une réelle beauté. Leurs corps évoquent
des sculptures antiques. La Samaritaine est trés jolie et bien proportionnée.

Le Christ, quant a lui, est représenté comme un homme grand et musclé.
On peut imaginer que, comme certains peintres l'ont fait, 'artiste a peint
d'abord les corps nus puis les a habillés afin de mieux faire ressortir
les courbes de leur anatomie.
Les couleurs de ce tableau sont assez sobres, car aucune couleur
vive n'attire particulierement I'ceil. Elles sont toutefois assez soutenues.
Le pied nu du Christ, par exemple, de couleur rose, est chaussé
de sandales jaunes ornées de lanieres bleu clair. Le drapé
de son manteau est d'un tres joli bleu lapiz lasuli. Toujours dans
cette volonté de séduire I'ceil, I'artiste a peint la tunique du Christ
d'une couleur parme qui se marie a merveille au bleu du manteau.
Elle est tenue par une ceinture d'un bleu gris du plus bel effet.
Le ciel au-dessus des personnages est d'un bleu ciel sans nuage.
La Samaritaine, pour sa part, est habillée d'un manteau de couleur
jaune d'or trés doux. Le drapé de ce manteau recouvre son bras
gauche comme un rappel de celui du Christ. Son bras droit est découvert.
Sa tunique, dune couleur vert bleu, est omée d'un noeud rose qui ne tombe
pas a la verticale, mais semble voleter, indiquant que le peintre a saisi
l'instant ou elle pose sa main sur son coeur.Son coude dénudé laisse
apparaitre le froufrou de sa chemise blanche qui tombe en remous.
On peut penser que ces remous symbolisent ce que la Samaritaine
ressent apres avoir entendu les paroles troublantes du Christ.
Toute cette symbolique demande une grande réflexion a l'artiste pour
faire passer le message qu'il veut exprimer.Une rencontre loyale avec
Celui qui sauve, une mise en ordre courageuse de notre vie, une entrée
dans la mission de Jésus, la ou nous sommes, tels que nous sommes:
C’est bien cela que le Sauveur nous offre pour cette semaine de Caréme.
Aujourd’hui ne fermons pas notre coeur, mais écoutons la voix du Seigneur.
La premiéere semeuse de la Parole est une femme que chacun regardait peut-étre
de travers, elle, la femme aux cinq maris. C’est le renversement des valeurs a cause
de I’'Evangile: «ll éléve les humbles.» Elle devient porteuse de vie pour ses concitoyens

et les conduit a Jésus. C’est notre mission, qui que nous soyons, jusqu’a notre dernier
souffle. Croyons que Dieu nous aime avec notre passé, notre présent et notre avenir.
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Problemson hold

A reading in Putin’s speech

Youssef Sidhom

The Russa Ukraine war, or rather the Russian forces invason of
Ukraine, started on 24 February 2022. The world expected it to last
no more than a few weeks during which it would achieve its strategic
objectives of securing the Russan borders against American European
infringements and expanding NATO influence. However, the events
exposed the ugly face of the party that planned this war and egged it
on; that being the US and its allies in the European Union. They did
not hide their intention to lure Russia into a long-term military conflict
that would deplete it militarily and economically, and would prevent
it—together with China—from competing with the USin being the sole
global superpower.

Thisisthe gruesome scenario the world has been witnessing over an
entire year, and which is till raging without an end in sight, nor hope
for the parties involved to sit to the negotiation table to end the conflict.
Thearrogant American palitical statementsthat plunged Ukraineinto a
devadtating and deadly war by proxy are till being echoed to the effect
that Russa must lose the war, and must in no way get out victorious.
On the other hand, Russa indsts it will never lose the war even if it
takes resorting to nuclear wegpon that would destroy all parties In
light of this horrific situation, Russian President Vladimir Putin talked
to the Russian people on 21 February; his speech addressed two main
aspects. The first involved an evaluation of the battles of the past year
from palitical, military and economic perspectives, and afuture vison.
Second, President Putin gave an account of the conditions of the Russian
home front, in addition to the sectors that Russia seized from Ukraine
and whose residents voted to join Russia. President Putin addressed
the issue from economic, development and investment perspectives, in
order to reassure the Russian people and the people of those regions
of the stahility of the stuation and to introduce prospective plans for
development.

I will overlook the second aspect of the Russian President’s speech
sinceit concernsthe Russian people and is directly related to their local
front and future, and will here present excerpts from President Putin’s
speech in what concerns the first aspect:

“This Presidential Address comes at a difficult, watershed period for
our country. Thisis atime of radical, irreversble change in the entire
world, of crucial historical events that will determine the future of our
country and our people, a time when every one of us bears a colossal
responsibility. One year ago, to protect the people in our historical
lands, to ensure the security of our country and to eiminate the threat
coming from the neo-Nazi regime that had taken hold in Ukraine after
the 2014 coup, it was decided to begin the specia military operation.
Since 2014, Donbass has been fighting for the right to live in their land
and to speak their native tongue. It fought and never gave up amid the
blockade, congtant shelling and the Kiev regime's overt hatred... In the
meantime, we were doing everything in our power to solvethis problem
by peaceful means. Behind our backs, a very different plan was being
hatched. As we can see now, the promises of Western leaders, their
assurancesthat they were striving for peacein Donbass turned out to be
asham and outright lies...They increasngly incited the Ukrainian neo-
Nazis to stage terrorist attacks in Donbass. The officers of nationalist
battalions trained a Western academies and schools. Weapons were
also supplied.

“We firmly defend our interests as well as our belief that in today’s
world there should be no divison into so-called civilised countries
and al therest... We were open and sincerely ready for a constructive
dialogue with the West; we said and insisted that both Europe and the
wholeworld needed anindivisible security systemequal for all countries.
But in response, we received either anindistinct or hypocritical reaction.
But there were also actions: NATO’s expansion to our borders.

“Finally, in December 2021, we officially submitted draft agreements
on security guarantees to the USA and NATO. In essence, dl key,
fundamental points were rejected. After that it finally became clear that
the go-ahead for theimplementation of aggressive plans had been given
and they were not going to stop. We understood that everything would
bein place by February 2022 for launching yet another bloody punitive
operation in Donbass.

“We are defending human lives and our common home, while the
West seeks unlimited power. It has already spent over USD150 hillion
on helping and arming the Kyiv regime. To give you an ideg, the G7
countries earmarked about USD60 hillion in 2020-2021 to help the
world’s poorest countries. What about all this talk of fighting poverty,
sustai nable development and protection of theenvironment?Meanwhile,
they eagerly invest in sowing unrest and encouraging government coups
in other countries around the world.

“Wearenot at war with the people of Ukraine. The people of Ukraine
have become hostages of the Kyiv regime and its Western handlers,
who have in fact occupied that country in the palitical, military and
economic sense and have been destroying Ukrainian industry for
decades now as they plundered its natural resources Thisled to social
degradation and an immeasurable increase in poverty and inequality. ..
Nobody was thinking about people, who were conditioned for daughter
and eventually became expendables... The current Ukrainian regimeis
serving not national interests, but the interests of third countries.

“The Western dlite make no secret of their goal, which is, ‘Russds
strategic defeat.” This means they plan to grow a local conflict into a
global confrontation. Thisis how we understand it and we will respond
accordingly, because this represents an existential threat to our country.

“My special words go to the residents of the Donetsk and Lugansk
peoples republics, and the Zaporozhye and Kherson regions. You, my
friends, determined your future at the referendums and made a clear
choice despite the threats and violence, amid the close military actions.
But there has been nothing stronger than your intent to be with Russia,
with your Motherland.

“In early February, the North Atlantic Alliance made a statement
with actual demand to Russia, to return to the implementation
of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, including admission of
inspections to our nuclear defence facilities. It isakind of atheatre
of the absurd. I would like to draw your attention specifically to the
fact that they are not letting us conduct full-scale inspections under
thistreaty. A week ago, | signed an executive order putting new land-
based strategic systems on combat duty.

“They can also continueto rob everyone under the guise of democracy
and freedoms... After the Soviet Union broke up, they begantorevisethe
outcomes of World War 11 and to build an American-style world ruled
by one master. To do this, they began to ruddy destroy the foundations
of theinternational order laid down after WWII in order to crossout the
legacy of the Yalta and Potsdam conferences. The United States trying
to refashion the international order to suit exclusively its own needs and
selfish interests is unacceptable.

“In this regard, | an compelled to announce today that Russa is
suspending its membership in the New START Treaty. Before we come
back to discussing thisissue, we must have a clear idea of what NATO
countries such as France or Gresat Britain have at stake, and how we
will account for their strategic arsenals... Just try not to lie to everyone
thistime and present yourselves as champions of peace and detente. We
know the truth... Russa will meet any challenges because we are all
one country, a big and united nation. We are confident in ourselves and
confident in our strength. The truth is on our side.”

ASWAN HOSTS ITS
27TH INTERNATIONAL
SCULPTURE SYMPOSIUM

WHERE

Once again, Egypt's southernmost
city of Aswan has hosted the splendid
annual Aswan International Sculpture
Symposium (AISS) from 17 January
2023 to 4 March 2023. Aswan is a

city of magical beauty that sits
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on the east bank of the River
Nile some 800km south of
Cairo, basking in the serenity
of the Nile and the rugged
hilly terrain that embraces it.
The region boasts a charming
combination of Nubian and
Egyptian cultures.

“The history of the Aswan
International Sculpture
Symposium has made it one of
the most important art forums
in the Middle East.” That was
how Egypt's Culture Minister
Nevine al-Kilani described the
AISS as it opened this year
in its 27th round, featuring
participation by 17 artistsfrom
Egypt and the world over.

The participants in the
symposium received newly
designed honorary certificates
depicting the carved diorite
ancient Egyptian colossus
of king Khafre, which was
selected by the Supreme
Committee of the AISS to be
the emblem of this round.

For his part, Aswan
Governor  Ashraf  Attiya,
commmended the symposium
officials for the success of
this year’s round, which he
said “still playsthe sculptural
music of Aswan granite”.

Fascinating works
International sculptors made substantial
contributions to the Symposium.

Spanish sculptor Pedro Jordan,
a first-time participant in the
Symposium, carved a great red
granite fossil star, and opened holes
in it. The work, he said, was inspired
by a nursery song he always loved: “In
my Garden I saw a Falling Star”.

“The Challenge”, an abstract work
suggesting a motorbike engine, was
carved by French sculptor Laurent
Mura, another first-time participant.
Muras piece ingenuously depicts a
motorbike engine by depending on
the sharp contrast between rough and
finished granite rocks.

Amongtheyoung Egyptiansculptors
who took part in the Symposium

GRANITE PLAYS MUSIC

Donia Wagdy

was Ahmed Bassioni who sculpted
“Balancing” in the shape of a moving
laundry peg. His idea was to express
the balancing act humans must make
between the various contradicting
stresses they face on a daily basis.
Reem al-Hefnawy created “Odyssea”
inspired by the Odyssey.

Withinspiration from ancient Egypt,
Samar al-Bassal sculpted the goddess
Nut, goddess of the sky, in pink
granite. Thework isfull of the energy
and strength of a woman's body,
expressing  femininity, flexibility,
and robustness, and reveals Bassal's
passionate interest in the curved line.
With International  Women's Day
close by, on 8 March, the work was an
apt celebration of women.

Bergo al-Naggar carved an abstract
work of a woman's body in which he
inserted a piece of crystal that would
reflect the sunlight which the statue
was so aligned as to be bathed in it
on 8 March. Obvioudly, Naggar was
influenced by the ancient Egyptian
practice of solar alignment on specific
objects at significant specific dates.

Tributeto Sir Magdy

One work that gained fond applause
from the public was a statue of Sir
Magdy Yacoub, the world renowned
Egyptian British heart surgeon who
founded the Aswan Heart Centre which
offers patients top-of-the-line heart
surgery free of charge Sr Magdy isan
iconic figure widely loved, cherished,
and revered by Egyptians for both his
scientific and humanitarian stature.
Watani’'s Nader Shukry reports that
the statue was sculpted out of red
granite by AISS Commissioner Nathan
Doss A bust of Sr Magdy stands
on his body which is shaped as an
Egyptian obelisk 2.5m high, with four
windows, one on each side, looking
inwards onto a stone heart hanging by
athread and lit by a candle. Mr Doss
said the candle was reminiscent of
candles that shine in front of saints
icons. Now that the symposium has
closed, the statue will be transferred
to the Aswan Heart Centre.

Cradle of sculpting

Theart of sculpting has been known
in Egypt since predynastic times.
Ancient Egyptians perfected the art,

masterfully carving the hardest stone,
such as diorite, granite and basalt.
Even though it steadily declined since
the Arab Mudlims conquered Egypt
in the 7th century—Idam is inclined
to see statues as idols—the art saw a
revival in the 20th century as Egypt
moved into an enlightenment era.

In 1908, the School of Fine Arts
was established in Cairo, and has
ever since turned out generation after
generation of talented young artists.
Among thosewho excelled and carved
their namesin the history of sculpture
was Mahmoud Mukhtar (1891 — 1934)
who is famous as Egypt's foremost
sculptor and whose statues grace
squares in Cairo and Alexandria
His famous Nahdet Masr (Egypt’s
Renaissance) statue, featuring an
Egyptian peasant woman raising one
hand and looking into the horizon
while the other hand rests on arising
sphinx, stands mgestically ontheNile
bank in Giza, marking the beginning
of the wide palm-lined boulevard that
leads to Cairo University, Egypt’s first
university founded in 1908.

Following Mukhtar's  Egyptian-
inspired creations came those of
ancther talented generation that
included Mahmoud Moussa (1913 —
2003), Abdd-Qader Rizq (1912-1978),
Gamal a-Segeiny (1917 — 1977), Sobhy
Girgis (1929 — 2013), and Adam Henein
(2929 - 2020).

Henein’s dream of reviving
the art of sculpture on hard rock
materialised in 1996 when he
collaborated with former Culture
Minister Farouk Hosni to found
the Aswan International Sculpture
Symposium (A1SS) which he headed
to his last day. It was fitting for this
annual event to be held in Aswan,
a city that since antiquity has been
famous for its granite quarries.

The international symposium
was meant to create a new world of
vibrant splendour. It has no specific
theme;, artists are given technical
advice and complete freedom to
sculpt what they wish.

The works of the Symposium are
exhibited in a permanent display, the
Aswan Sculpture Park. There are now
more than 200 statues of various sizes
displayed on the high plateau in the
flow of a waterfall overlooking the
lake between Aswan and the High
Dam, making thus full use of the
magnificent landscape.

Onsi Sawiris Applied Technology and Construction School becomes

Egypt’s most recent technical school

A protocol of cooperation was signed on 27 February
between Sawiris Foundation for Social Development
(SFSD) and the Ministry of Education and Technical
Education.

The protocol gipulates the establishment of a new
technical education school, the Ons Sawiris Applied
Technology and Congruction School, in partnership
between the Ministry of Education, SFSD, and Orascom
Congruction. The new school will be established in the
industrial zone of Ain Sokhna in Suez, and will dart
operation in the 2024 — 2025 school year.

The sgning ceremony was attended by Minister of
Education and Technical Education, Reda Hegazy;
Executive Director of SFSD, Noura Sdim; CEO of
Orascom Construction, Osama Beshay; and Head of the
Vocational training Department in the German Arab
Chamber of Industry and Commerce, Mona Ayoub.

According to SFSD, the school aims to provide high-
quality technical education opportunities to students
interested in the fields of construction, following
international quality education guidelines.

Dr Hegazy highlighted the government’s interest
in developing vocational education in Egypt, and the
particular directives of the political leadership to do
that according to international quality standards to
answer the market employment needs. He explained
that developing this sector would attract investments,
and hence reduce unemployment and empower
Egypt’'sindustry and economy.

The Ons Sawiris Schoal is the 48th school of applied

Amir Abdd-Messh

technology [established by Egyptian industriaists
according to international standards], Dr Hegazy explained.
He said that, in the span of five years since they were first
established, the schools of applied technology have greetly
contributed to technical education. He explained that
the Minigtry has joined hands with some 40 partners to
establish these schools in various fields including industry,
agriculture, hotelerie and commerce.

Mohamed Megahed, Deputy Minister of Education
for Technica Education Affairs said that the Ons
Sawiris School is the first international boarding applied
technology and construction school in Egypt in the field
of construction. He explained that during three years of
study in school, students will be taught the theoretical part
of their study through cultural and technical courses, and
will learn the practical part through training with Orascom
Congruction. Mr Megahed said that a high-end German
company specialised in vocational education was assigned
with developing the school curriculum.

According to Amr Basila, Head of the Central
Adminigrationfor the Development of Technical Education
and Director of the Operation and Management Unit of
Applied Technology Schools Orascom Construction
will undertake the construction of the school, and will
also oversee the practical training of the sudents, and the
subsequent placement of the skilled graduates once they
graduate. Mr Basila pointed out that the school will be
built close to Orascom’s work sites which will include

training sites for the students.

Ms Sdlim, Executive Director of SFSD said that the
SawirisFoundation hasover thelast 20 years contributed
greatly to the development of vocational education
in Egypt. SFSD, she said, has to its name successful
vocational and technical education models including
the German Hotel School in Gouna, and the Technical
Nursing Institute in Gouna which have both graduated
hundreds of skilled workers.

The idea behind establishing the Ons Sawiris Applied
Technology and Construction School, Ms Selim explained,
goes back to the Sawiris family's desire to celebrate the
greet life journey of Ons Sawiris (1930 — 2021), father
of the three Sawiris brothers business tycoons: Nassef,
Naguib, and Samih.

Onsi Sawiris was a pioneer in the field of construction,
and a true supporter of education in Egypt, especially
technical and vocational education. He had over the years
offered scholarships to outstanding students to join the
renowned Don Bosco Technical Institute. He also took
many initiatives to support and develop technical schools.

“Today,” she said, “we are honoured in his name,
and in partnership with the Ministry of Education, to
present to the Egyptian community this school based
on internationally approved educational methods, based
on practical training and innovation, and we hope to
contribute through it to the creation of a new generation
of trained technical calibres, and to change in the
society’s view of technical education, which is one of
the main pillars in the renaissance of the economy.”
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