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“La tentation du Christ au désert”, Mosaique vénitienne

La tentation du Christ au désert est un theme évoqué dans I’art chrétien.
Ce deuxieme dimanche du caréme, on évoque comment Jésus fut tenté par le diable trois fois
quand il était dans le désert. Nous lisons dans I’évangile de Matthieu 4: 1-11: "Jésus a été tenté
par le diable trois fois, ou le diable attaquait a la fois son ame et son corps”. On nous apprend a toujours
nous rappeler comment sournois et rusé le diable peut étre, et aussi qu’il est le pére du mensonge.

B eaucoup de choses montrent que les promesses du diable
sont des mensonges, principalement du fait qu’il n'a pas le pouvoir,
et que c’est notre Seigneur qui a tout pouvoir.

Nous devons toujours nous rappeler que le diable
nous attaque sur notre corps et &me, comme il I'a fait avec Jésus.
On nous apprend a ignorer le diable, car il est toujours
en train de nous éloigner de Dieu.

A cet égard, Matthieu fait de cette tentation un épisode
dramatique divisé en trois actes, avec trois scenes différentes:
le désert, le Temple de Jérusalem et le sommet d'une montagne.

Représentent-elles trois moments et lieux différents dans
lesquels Jésus a fortement pergu la tentation démoniaque?
Ou bien trois spheres différentes dans lesquelles Jésus pouvait
apporter une aide concrete et immédiate a ses compatriotes:
un messianisme social symbolisé par la pierre changée
en pain, un messianisme politique symbolisé par le pouvoir
sur les royaumes de la terre, un messianisme thaumaturgique
symbolisé par le pinacle du Temple. Mais sa mission s'arréte
a lintérieur de I'histoire juive... Il est le Verbe incamné.... devenu
pour donner le salut a tous les hommes!

L'ceuvre d'art qui symbolise bien cette triade se trouve dans
la mosaique qui orne la cathédrale Saint-Marc de Venise.
Le mosaiste a représenté, comme les images d'un film,
les tentations de Jésus, afin que le spectateur puisse s‘attarder
sur I'ensemble du récit évangélique pour en saisir le message
unique.

En contemplant la Mosaique de la tentation de la basilique
Saint-Marc de Venise, on peut voir sur le platre humide
qui recouvre la magonnerie une esquisse en couleurs
de la scene prévue. Puis les tesselles sont découpées
une a une et pressées aux deux tiers de leur hauteur dans
le mortier. Les tesselles d’or et d’argent sont constituées
de verre transparent enserrant des feuilles des métaux
précieux. Elles sont posées selon un angle différent,
afin de varier les jeux de lumiere.

Le mosaiste a choisi I'évangile selon saint Matthieu.
Apres son baptéme, Jésus entre au désert ou il est tenté
trois fois par Satan. Ici, quatre petits diables, donc quatre
scenes successives, ou les personnages, a quelques détails
pres, sont représentés de fagon identique.

En lisant la mosaique de gauche a droite de fagon linéaire,
nous assistons d’abord a la premiere tentation: le Christ,
auréolé, est assis de profil sur un rocher. En face de lui,
le tentateur. Il a I'apparence d’'un homme a la peau sombre,
mais il porte des cornes sur sa téte et des ailes. Les ailes
dénoncent sa nature non terrestre. Les Ecritures disent
de lui qu’il est un étre spirituel, une créature de Dieu,

un ange déchu. Les cornes sont un attribut diabolique.
Le tentateur présente a Jésus des pierres: "Si tu es le Fils
de Dieu, ordonne que ces pierres deviennent des pains"
(Mat. 4,3). Mais Jésus, qui tient dans sa main gauche
un rouleau «la Parole de Dieu», fait le geste de repousser
Satan et lui dit : " Ce n’est pas seulement de pain que
I'homme vivra, mais de toute parole sortant de la bouche
de Dieu" (Mat. 4,4).

Dans la deuxieme scene, Jésus est debout, les pieds sur
la coupole du Temple entouré d’une muraille. C’est la Ville
Sainte, Jérusalem. "Alors le diable 'emmeéene dans la Ville
Sainte, le place sur le faite du temple et lui dit : "Si tu es le
Fils de Dieu, jette-toi en bas" (Mat.4,5-6). Mais Jésus le re-
pousse a nouveau. D’ailleurs le mosaiste I'a représenté

deux fois plus grand que le tentateur. Sa puissance est visible.
"Tu ne mettras pas a I'’épreuve le seigneur ton Dieu" (Mat.
4,7).

Dans la troisieme scéne, troisieme tentation, le Christ
est encore debout, les pieds posés sur la montagne
et les royaumes que lui offre le diable. "Tout cela
je te le donnerai, si tu te prosternes et m’adores” (Mat. 4, 9).
Jésus repousse encore le diable, comme chaque fois,
en citant un passage du Deutéronome.

Dans la quatrieme scene, "Alors le diable le laisse, et voici
que des anges s’approcherent, et ils le servaient”
(Mat. 4,11). Derriere le diable, se tiennent trois anges,
préts a servir Jésus, et, a leurs pieds — et c’est la derniére
scene — le diable s’enfuyant, nu.

La mosaique vénitienne exprime ce concept par la couleur
des vétements portés par Jésus: la tunique dorée souligne
sa nature divine, le manteau bleu son dévouement total
a la mission divine : en tant qu'homme, pour sauver
I'homme! Lui, vrai dieu et vrai homme, est celui qui a vaincu,
avec force et sérénité, le diable en restant fidele a la volonté
de son Pere céleste, et voici que des anges s'approchent
de lui et le servent. En respectant le verset évangélique,
la scéne de la mosaique se termine par l'arrivée des anges
mais anticipe plutét la chute finale de Satan.

Heéritage de liconographie byzantine, cette mosaique de Saint-Marc
en reprend les codes. Les silhouettes stylisées du Diable
suffisent a résumer de maniéere sobre et concise la présence
mystérieuse du Mal. En contrepartie, les anges qui sont restés
fideles a Dieu bénéficient d’un traitement plus sophistiqué.
Leur taille est celle de Jésus. On en distingue trois.
Leur visage et leurs membres ont la peau claire. Le premier
et le second, en retrait, sont représentés dans leurs vétements
traditionnels et les ailes déployées montrent des coloris variés.

Nous sommes amenés a méditer sur cet épisode du Christ
au désert et a réfléchir a la signification de cette période
de Caréme.

Le but de Satan est de détoumner le croyant de Dieu ou de la voie
de l'obéissance a Dieu. A cette fin, il cherche constamment
a insinuer en nous le doute et a nous entrainer a la rébellion.
Il cherche toujours a pousser a la défaite celui qu’ il attaque et,
pour mieux y parvenir, "il se déguise méme en ange
de lumiere" (2 Cor. 11,14).

Dieu permet la tentation car elle constitue une épreuve
de la foi destinée & fortifier le croyant. Mais, en méme temps,
il donne a 'homme la possibilité d’en triompher. La requéte
du Notre Pere, "Ne nous laisse pas entrer en tentation”,
signifie littéralement "Préserve-nous d’entrer dans les vues
du tentateur”. La tentation place 'homme devant un choix
qui appelle une décision. La tentation n’est pas le péché;
c’est le fait de choisir la proposition de Satan qui donne
naissance au péché.

Le Christ comprend nos faiblesses, ayant lui-méme subi
la tentation, mais sans jamais y céder, et il peut secourir
ceux qui sont tentés. Il fait remporter des victoires a ceux
qui sont en communion avec lui, comme il a triomphé lui-méme
de Satan. Dieu a créé 'homme libre et doué de volonté;
la tentation donne I'occasion d’exprimer un choix dont 'homme
est responsable. La Parole de Dieu est une arme a la disposition
du croyant comme elle I'a été pour Jésus (Mat. 4,4).
La priere et la vigilance sont encore deux moyens que
le Seigneur donne a celui qui croit en Lui pour lui éviter
de tomber dans la tentation (Mat. 26,41).

4 MM‘ (« ‘,Lbj »MS[,."@‘ )
1S9l bipaae LSy lyNga 40 0
L p2ig gl Jguld LSl 1y ¥ g2V Y+ 0
(i il lgir Y+ 33941 ++)
AiSg 1Spa Y (Samel y¥ 92100 0
I3t g sy S LSy )92 VY0 0
(b il 1y¥ 92 ¥10)
& il Aol Skl S Al 38 ) Ml oY sl
\_ e g Jagoeld o oo Sl it by )

g "V, N TN NN N S A—

P PO (P12 91 (P {1 2 R -

)l__sla Yv u‘HP lia ulS 308 L g 's_‘La_” o lasd
A el gl 5 Y0

L SN AT

N

?Ynff’ U""J‘ -]
, oaivYe A i af ¥
=2aV¢¢¢ ol \ 2 a3\Y
2 :
V4 Al
VAT saall

O o 45 24 2 a1 5L

ol | ] 1 i § 59 o] bl 2 ol i 4

oMl (e IS 4 LS G35 Il o Jawils e
o i) sludll agiagliay 5,00 daddls Sl
sl daas (e die sl ALY Wl KU daas¥T 3
ST e Bl e s Bl S S M o) Lt
craady fansls o Ysull e sl Sl adls
".\LLA_U Laalul) u;ﬂ\,ﬂl ul‘);n! LS Gy ton Lalaie
dradilly sty anll Sl el o o) Jsaass
ALY sl 5,15 Jals Ll ol ¥sudl ol lls
AresSall il e calind 30 oL

Lbal) Caa el 3 slaall 138 Gaay Jua &5 23
A e welall G330 LIS <1 1l Jads sl
ool puall oy (855 HLa (6 asay Jleial U3
AN e D peall LW a3 S st
Lod gl Y VA 5 Le¥ wi Ul ) dasiie Al
o MU sl e 855 ail] slodll pe oliatlly
B 0 4T (e Hday 8 b a5 (550 Laiws ol Yl
Sl Ll Ll Jsas o1 adall Gpe cis,al s3a
Jaess (I Laada¥l 3,550 Gpaaleatt a3l (e S
sl

sl J31 51 asibal se By 0F (Siela wn Y
oo I sa of Lals sbllaa ¢ Ll sae pasSal
oa Geaduas Lo Gsale Af aasae s DL IS0
B A (3 0l Graagg aall LA

pllaslh bl ) (8 ool Laalw e 451<0) J5as
Saa Sl U s Gapsdr S (S
diad Yol SO ialas ol 53 351) slsins o]
Solal @iag Lo Hadsy Yoo Hlale Voo lsa ) Leians
O dmaa ) Aiela 5558 a8 (3 el 3
e (888 3108 o LV o olasSall
liley LLe¥l aill LeSle g3l Laa sl Jyondl
olaslall e 2hy (i yuntlly

Sl 3 cplal Ml g, SISl aliaa o slisly
Baaill oLVl 5 slyliey Jlsel agusd sl sy
SLY I saly LS oY1 Ll sl Ao Sall daley s
ol 0 Jeenlatll Jlasy Suaaie 3,k saall
Ao 5ol Lidain ol (5T DA o ol s (S50
il e 1 A, Lall Bl bl 1, saol,
S

w2 Ga oo olaadll 1S 13 &0 oo Layall Jeloss
Lo ads T 0¥ ll s ali . S0 alsll o]
G Y] il e dlial G all i ML) B
bl s

et 3o Gl (8 i) slalanal ans
aadl o LI el Lo HLAN JiBo o sl
Ol b Ola¥1 Ayt e L s le Lale YY
¥ il e da s LeBiiodens cduals
s o Lalitel SAY) By o Lmlas (ALl
Oe wae waSTy il L8k olaall Ll
Lieslie o cndailly oopall cud a5 LS ulall
Qo sealie i3 oo Ll oy A oLl liall
s oo ile Ll oleall @l3 can s 3AYI dayd
pod) i L 3 L) Gl slas daelans 408
5 Leslay s LSl o, Ls LS s cnle] il
dasle oyl

Ol agae (B AL el dails 5%
o T LS o¥ s s Al Gl )
¥ Ul Bl 5 Laabiall 5 0 s L]
sl by LS o (spmiiiadl sl il o) S5
A Bas uas s Sagast! Lol du Lyl
bl bk e T jd 858

Lo plal) L alsiSll Ailes 73l LIS poa iy
cBa ¥y Sulall eYia sl oy Bl 3 A
Sl Gl agias s BLeS (B paill
e Shiils cisaas LS (53l cgpan alua 3Ll
colieanall A VAR ale o sSU S yally 55all ol
w5535 (53l o 3all Jolie bl oli puiialy
ol 3 a3l ¥ sl dls ol 5 s 3l
Ly Tai s

a3l dle e ¥ Guidll Lol dlag
s oyl ity o Lsiaal waf 5LS €L, 3
LUl ol de 8 plaidld Liw oL ool
AT Y LS 5ol Luliatdly & Se wlaelons J& 3
5 el (53 oLl o YV ale b & e
sl ol paalp) ol
5 e RIS rane Bleall alll asesll lin IS o5
Sl Aol s bUE ol el gl L3l a0l i
OS] (Sl 353 VT Al Al L K5 5eY)
o 1350 e paa Jiie 06 il Les VM ale
Lsino 0 al 6 inimy  Lad s YO aanae Lgiis
ans ool e COLE o Buas 5538 way o sl e
L Ga l dle B Gl way oSy et VY
ollaal Gies Uaes asdy Vs ale 5 Lol
o1 BLAIS 3y alisy Ll 5 6 il Laadll
e B 8 Yo HLile Ve e SAST 4l alasll

(PS¥ Gusd  Ol Balws e85 (a0l o] (e alls
Ll o150 adl Saa Lals Jleo) (s5% ¢ by Huasadld
Sk e @il elll b Lay il Al sudl Lgalias Al
salaasil ;‘_\f!{ w_“ss_“s_).a;}” u}l\;.‘u.ul‘ ‘L\.\Ua:\ LA:sﬁ «\ 2 J!»
Ls) e Ll ll

sia 1 pdlS Luls lodd) Jally CSISH LS ol 3y
olasyat suaill el¥ll L s 3l ¥ 5,00 e
138 o wlalS cjan Aalu¥U Loy 4558 (adl o) 1588
Aalal] L Sawall Llaall o 531 AL uludl 3 Jausl
o Baaill oYl Cdaa dabil (U L, 2533 o oreall (s
O] drais 44925

S iy s rand peolicad) JIal) L

sae N LSLSHT o 3uatll o l¥slls cpmeall o g 1530 il
eall wMea) Tk aily cdemy 088 aaly o b ol
I Ll wlS,all e wasll ca s e 1 e Ll
o ageall TSN 3 Lol D Saall deliaal) selod Ll pe
e saaill oLYIG - Leall ¥l Gulae ) g all sial LS
oall &y pgan Jiae Lew Lasd il s Ll S50 aes )
Lirces kg pd (oo wladslie cay (M) LlS5Ts Ly Lwndl
Y o i gane ool ol liay

G 18 sl Lllastll LS5 ol Jaas wiaa )
o syl Gl o153 B Gilase sKeuse cacs 13] Laaly
8 JE atans (Lol ST G saals e Lihaw al8a)
Cosa olans sSse pdas Gemd Lose I Lusiall deall
ol (8 LILSY Jadas apaa (o aal «¥ 50 dashiag
(S50 Lag s leall (uslasty Laghiiay

sl  Lall gull 85uinsy 3 a 413 Lagliie 2 aY 55
Ll g5t e e ol seally o Slhll Lo 3lSL an 33
e bl Lesead 38a3 con LS0lagisl Jasd o LeiSayg
Leale < yatll o ) Colaa¥) JS ity (Ul g3 ol sa¥)
s alaall

el LS eall Ll Llea 3 Leale slate¥l (S
e ubis ¥ v e GuhiS gall Bl gsal p Ll

sl oS al Jally LS JUS anll 1ia 35
Brae Lalud caled Gaall olss o (iglal,i unsi
s« s 5k Liag lall p Laadl elaghin Lo, e
el seally ol yeall silay pand

csiadl 3 s (s Sall ST ety SISI 3L
sl £ locall s lall (S w08 b e Laslall ALY
s A ns pend g5t 43 L ysms 025Y1 e
o s Lo e e gunall gl e alael Lyl

b esaals

o Jbpsa eyt dap Ppae B Gyl Gl G
L) Gl Lelln] ey () Bl s fim T8 ity
Aa el calaly ooadl 35S B0 saato Y

wlyie 318 e ds elia s L grall Jurs o Baalll s
el Gaas Lo oloslie 308 3l Lalud) Jlu) olis
ol s 535 33 cpall o Sanpe Lgialle 5L (15
Cisiall b alaladl Ll ol sl Lealas s,mad calay
IR

Il @y liidly L5, ¢ Ball 85055 auls sl JGs
O i s ) Tnas oleliso poni ati ol sl ol
ALl Ul agund o Ul LaaY S

o sSansh Laniis raall 01 ol cacy (3 3a Al
1k cpndl s3a (3 Loy Lgal s (31 alael eyl Ja Lol
Qsoadl el

o Ol 3l dlsa (JUosa Syt dagr 52055 s
AU sl 1aa 5 Al Ialll ot Avall olaey)

e JUAI s i€t Lo st ocall i 13
oibls olae Ba 2y Keaps llad Fall damsis oY)
LU ol ol oliady leias Sl a5y Lajlala
oY sall e

Ol s (Soe¥l Gudll 85lal Jals slsl) (a3l
Loweall Ta ) Gl 35,Lat ¥l alashall pe £ Lasy)
Sooe¥l Laa ) s dladle s (Sauge () gasadi Jadal)
Ll 35ball o 003 385 e 15350 4alaily (Sl

O Syt utﬁjbn ;JLAL-QJ L@—\L L-e—"x-_?\-a.a\p L&u g):‘SJ JCINNYY
b Lo (o8 L) b (3 S8 Ll w5 il
LSS

e 5 s il eall Laas LA wely GBI ey
ol Buaill s LYl 5ds oh Jas Y sl (5550 hao
oSV e elials eyl el LSl ) oLl
.«&_'éb c;l.a).\m ‘).il»_.q U‘L"":“J lfa.e:m (((Mb

LSS ) M Sy pliabls oo ol 3T 5T LSk
Slale b el panll bl jslats (a1 Lagie S cnagily

JS::LA» :«}A:.U d)‘;:s‘gfl» u_q L’_QA_A.AJ‘ Ji )ASH u_l\A.“ u.‘.c
Slislae jsal caall Go opsd alsiad Gy @l IS
il 3 il o ¥ gy olislall ey am @l
il (Fa JEal e Lagade Llels ooyl

LISl pes e Gant i 0S¥ Clsiead] 0 ST,
s g 5035 5 agdnd O 0slsB s i Lo ud
e O (S e waaad e dldial) Al slisglas

B8 g
L gt L) aseas Gueadl o] Glasdil g oS
S 0 e Slatand) (§ (s ()L G
sy iy - gt gs relluad LSl 1S5 0oy
eladl (e g S i J g 9 Adaaal
o1 943 3 9aA 1a8NE lalads 03 Saaibl el ol
Al gicns Ly, Jraad g Ll S 91 (o8 dxilaass
Ol dabe ) Ll S g1 S Jg -caalal
Y

Agnad wation (bl cals o :\e_guJJJ‘ Cl_‘u]l 3,05 e
Lol skl 3L55 0o depm B Ve e CinS

3 Tasloadly Lolaslls de et Hlaall w3 251 23S,
L el dejae wlise aul e (dshnS s syl Giall
AL 31l Gulatll I yas AlasS slpe 53a3 pal
Ayl Jlacls

Bty aall LS el e jue wliS e Juan o3 L idag
(L2130 ) - (o D) G Lgnle Gouiin (3ol
el s5iae =13 Sloll o1 e (¥ 0 pan Cpbades Lo yausas
ool - o B5lae (5a3 (AT olade agay Al LSLSYL
(Game 35550) Bxie 51 Ly o150 (s iss,

ol (oasdll Oe¥l Galae Guidy U 28 Juaie Gl (B
B o ime sl £l e cdbiibine (g 5ia
e OS) 8y el Lo ,S1 ulaal il Jsly 13 elle
S plabs @l (6l e LS LS il Las N ALS,
o ol Tl e LAY Slea (us) Has @) B
lser (o (el siads b Lagias p Ladal VA onSlin 6
ol il G 1ole dgsss £ 5T alodian) i e
Saed) pdaill Sua agd s srepadls

Saa¥ Lo, s JBB Al Ll peall ol
O obidly o - Qa4 Ly VA el - oSl (56T
130 e lisiall e eall 51,315 S, a0 Cilagiod 3 as,S
s Ly e Ladg 8l LK 5e¥ el iall oG oSl
ST (8 Lo

b LSS LA il Gl s (Jolall 3
1 e ¥ Gl kol e Zeld) Lt i b isilas
Al sSuge slae] 0335 S O e Gl

e 335w gl 57 wB3eT Y all el o sl
050l 138 Jie o e 53 (s (5,1 ¥ Ly (I dadiad J&5




—— Watani ——

Chairman of the Board
and
Editor-in-chief

Youssef Sidhom

F-- - - ---q.

™

— Sunday —

5 March 2023
26 Amshir (Meshir) 1739
13 Shaaban 1444
Issue 1151
Year 23

_Edctonial

Problemson hold

Exposing US foreign policy

Youssef Sidhom

Today | resume presenting the testimony of Jeffrey
Sachs on the untold story of American foreign poalicy,
which was the topic of arecent interview he gave to the
American talk show Democracy Now. Last Sunday, |
presented part of that interview; | wrote that American
foreign policy today governs and controls world affairs
and affectsour livesindirect ways, hencetheimportance
of reviewing the testimonies of pundits. Mr Sachsis an
American economist and public policy analyst, he is
also Professor at Columbia University. Democracy Now,
which this year celebrates 27 years on its first broadcast,
is aired by several satelite channels, and produces a
daily global independent news hour hosted by award-
winning journalists Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzélez.

Mr Sachs started by explaining what people around
the world should understand regarding the current crisis
with Russia, Russia-Ukraine, and China.

Democracy Now asked Mr Sachs to explain the
insistence of the United States, dragging Europe along
as well, in maintaining hegemony throughout the world
at a time when the economic power of the West is
declining. Especially, Democracy Now said, that Mr
Sachs had mentioned that the BRICS nations — Brazil,
Russig, India, China and South Africa — represent
more than 40 per cent of the world population and have
a greater GDP than the G7 nations, yet their interests
and concerns are pretty much dismissed or, in the
case of Russia and China, portrayed to the American
people as the aggressors, as the authoritarians, as the
ones that are creating turmoil in the world. Mr Sachs
replied that the G7 and the European Union together
represent maybe 12.5 per cent of the world population,
yet their mindset is “We run the world.” And that was
the way it was for 200 yearsin this Industrial Age. But
they refuse to admit that the changes that have engulfed
the world no longer allow that a small diver of the
world runs the world or has monopoly on wisdom or
knowledge or science or technology. “The knowledge
and possihility of decent lives is spreading throughout
the whole world,” Mr Sachs said. “But in the United
States, there is a resentment to this. | think there's also
atremendous historical ignorance, because | think alot
of US leaders have no clue as to modern history. But
they resent Chinasrise, they say: ‘How dare Chinarisel
This is our world! This is our century!” The United
States recast Chinanot as a country that was recovering
from a century and a half of great difficulty, Mr Sachs
pointed out, but rather as an enemy that needed to be
contained. But the basic point, Mr Sachs said, isthat the
West has led the world for a brief period, 250 years, but
feel, “That's our right. Thisis a Western world. We are
the G7. We get to determine who writes the rules of the
game” The Obama administration decided, Mr Sachs
pointed out, “Let's write the rules of trade for Asia, but
not have China write any of those rules. The US will
write the rules”

Democracy Now addressed the following question to
Mr Sachs: “Going back into the 1990s, the enormous
financial collapse that occurred in Mexico, where the
Clinton administration authorised USD50 hillion in a
bailout to Mexico. At the time, the post-Soviet Russian
government, also had deep financial problems but was
unable to get any significant Western assistance, can you
talk about the differences on how the US responded to
the Mexico crisis versus the Russian financial crisis?”

To which Mr Sachs answered: “At the time, | was
economic advisor both to Poland and to the Soviet
Union in the last year of President Gorbachev and to
President Yeltsin in the first two years of Russian
independence, 1992, '93. My job was to actually help
Russia find a way to address a massive financial crisis.
And my basic recommendation in Poland, and then in
Soviet Union and in Russig, was: To avoid a societal
crisis and a geopalitical crisis, the rich Western world
should help to tamp down this extraordinary financial
crisis that was taking place with the breakdown of the
former Soviet Union.” Interestingly, Mr Sachsremarked,
in the case of Poland, the US government accepted the
recommendations | made. Yet in the case of Russia, Mr
Sachs explained, everything | recommended, which was
on the same basis of economic dynamics, was rejected
flat out by the White House. And it took me quite a
while to understand the underlying geopolitics, that the
American administration had no intention to accept
Russia as the newcomer in the global arena, which could
threaten the US hegemony.

“Those were exactly the days of Cheney, Wolfowitz
and Rumsfeld and what became the Project for the
New American Century, meaning for the continuation
of American hegemony. The unipolar politics was
taking shape, and it was devastating,” Mr Sachs
said. He proceeded: “But even more than that, what
these people were planning, early on, despite explicit
promisesto Gorbachev and Yeltsin, was the expansion
of NATO. And Clinton started the expansion of NATO
with the three countries of Central Europe: Poland,
Hungary and Czech Republic. And then George W.
Bush Jr. added seven countries: Bulgaria, Romania,
Slovakia, Slovenia and the three Baltic States. And
then, in 2008, the coup de grace, which was the
US insistence, announced by Bush that NATO will
expand to Ukraine and to Georgia. The explicit goal
was to surround Russiain the Black Sea

“So, what these neo-conswere doingin the early 1990s
was building the US unipolar world. And they were
already contemplating lots of wars. wars to overthrow
Saddam, wars to overthrow Assad, wars to overthrow
Gaddafi. And that neoconservative plan is in its heyday
right now on two fronts: in the Ukraine front and on the
Taiwan Strait front. And it's extraordinarily dangerous,
what these people are doing to American foreign palicy,
which hardly is, you know, a policy of democracy. It'sa
policy of asmall group that has the idea that a unipolar
world and US hegemony is the way that we need to go.”

That was what Mr Sachs said. It is obvious that
American foreign policy does not care what threat it
poses to globa peace, nor does it care for the ensuing
ruin and devastation. All thisto ensure that the US stays
on top as the sole superpower, and to prevent any new
partners from leading the world.

At the Grand Egyptian
YNuseum in Giza

Anelent mavvel veplicated

It was, unfortunately, a cloudy morning. The overcast
weather did not allow an eagerly awaited event to take
place at the Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM) on the
Pyramids Plateau in Giza. At sunrise on the morning
of 21 February, the rays of the rising sun should have
entered the foyer of the GEM and travelled through its
length to illuminate the face of the majestic statue of the
Pharaoh Ramses |1, which today occupies the pride of
place in the museum's foyer.

The event replicates the biannual phenomenon that
occurs on 22 February and 22 October every year, when
the sun rayscreep into therock hewn temple of Abu Simbel
in Egypt’s south to illuminate the face of the Pharaoh
Ramses the Great, together with the faces of two other
deities, at sunrise. The dates 22 February and 22 October
commemorate the dates of birth and enthronement of the
Pharaoh Ramses II, known as Ramses the Great, who
ruled Egypt in 1279 -1213 BC and was one of the greatest
ever among the pharaohs.

Not exclusive

The sun phenomenon, however, is not exclusive to Abu
Simbel temple. According to Sami Sabri, Dean of the
Institute of Coptic Studies and Professor of Coptic
Architecture,the alignment of sun rays on specific objects
at only specific, carefully determined, times of the year
is known to occur in 23 ancient Egyptian temples, and
alsoinanumber of early Christian churchesthat stand to
this day and are used for worship. Famous among them
is the 4th-century church of Mar-Girgis (St George) in
the Delta village of Sahragt (also pronounced Sahrajt)
al-Kubra, some 78km north of Cairo. The church boasts
three altars consecrated in the names of Mar-Girgis, the
Holy Virgin, and Michael Archangel. Through small
openings in the domes above each, sunlight illuminates
each altar only on the feast day of its patron saint. It
shines on the altar of the Archangel Michael on hisfeast
day of 19 June, St George's on 23 July, and the Holy
Virgin's on the Feast of her Assumption on 22 August.
In 1984, however, a community center was built next
to the church and effectively blocked the sun from
reaching the Holy Virgin's altar.

Another 4th-century church, that of Michael Archangel
in the village of Kafr a-Deir, Minya al-Qamh in the
East Delta province of Shargiya, also witnesses this
phenomenon twice every year; on 1 May on the Feast of
the Martyrdom of Mar-Girgis, and on 19 June on the feast
of Michael Archangel.

Sanad Farouk

Dr Sabri points out, however, that it is easier to align the
sanctuaries with the sun in the ancient temples, which are
typically rectangular and have flat roofs. In case of church
domes, it is much more difficult and requires extensive
astronomical studies and computations to precisely
calculate the alignment, and to do the opening in the dome
without compromising its structural soundness.

Date shift

At the temple of Abu Simbel, which was discovered
in 1817 by the Italian Giovanni Belzoni, the alignment
phenomenon takes place at 5:53am and lasts for about 20
minutes. The sun rays travel some 60 metres, the length
of the templ€'s hall, and enter the templ€'s sanctum, the
Holy of Holies to light three of four statues sitting there:
the three statues belong to King Ramses || and the deities
Amun-Re and Re-Hur-Akhty, leaving the God of Darkness
Ptah in the shadow to symbolise his connection to the
underworld.

The astronomical phenomenon according to which Abu
Simbel Temple was built precisdy aligns its entrance
and innermost chamber along the path of the sun rays at
sunrise on the two dates. The phenomenon has gone on
uninterrupted for 3200 years, theonly difference being that,
until 1968, it used to occur on 21 October and 21 February.
In 1968 the temple was transferred uphill in a grand
rescue operation through a UNESCO-led USD80 million
international project to salvage it from the flooding to be
caused in 1970 by the lake reservoir upstream the Aswan
High Dam. The temples of Abu Simbel were dismantled
and lifted from their original site to the present one where
they were reassembled. On UNESCO website, therescueis
dubbed “the greatest archaeological rescue operation of all
time” Abu Simbel remained timelessly unchanged, except
for the dates on which the sun penetrates the temple: they
shifted from 21 October and 21 February to the following
days, the 22nd of the two months.

A first

All these events, however, occur in ancient buildings. But
the event at the GEM is the first to take place at a modern
construction; it first occurred on 21 February 2022 but
could not be observed on 21 February 2023 because of the
overcast weather.

Called the ‘world's largest museum’, the Grand Egyptian
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Museum was conceived in 2002 as amodern repository for
Egypt’'s ancient treasures, and the 72,222 sq.m building is
currently in the final stages of construction in the shadow
of Gizasiconic pyramids. When the museum is completed
in 2023 at a cost of roughly a billion dollars, it will have
the capacity to display 100,000 artefacts. Among them will
be the Tutankhamen collection and Khufu's solar boats.
The Ramses statue was the first major artefact to enter the
permanent collection areaof GEM; the story of itstransfer
to the museum following some 60 years during which it
had stood in Cairo's central railway station square makes
for agripping read reported by Watani in January 2018.

Watani talked to the people at GEM to find out the
story behind the modern-day replication of the ancient
marvel. Architect Adel Saad told Watani that the idea
was the brainchild of Architect Ahmed Awad. The
architects and Egyptologists at GEM made sure that the
83-ton, 11-metre high, 3200-year-old statue of Ramses,
sculpted out of Aswan red granite, was placed in the
foyer at an angle that would allow its face to receive
the sunshine on 21 February and 21 October every year.
They then fine-tuned their calculations, determining the
height at which the face of Ramses |1 was, and the angle
at which an aperture should be opened for the sun raysto
illuminate the face on 21 February. It had to be ensured
that nothing stood in the way of the sun shining upon
the face of Ramses. This necessitated a modification in
the design of the area surrounding the statue.

The first trial took place successfully on 21 February
2021 and, to the thrill of the architects, it again occurred
on the same date in 2022. In 2023 however, there was no
such luck owing to the cloudy weather in Gizathat day.

Intangible heritage

Abdel-Rehim Rihan, member of the Supreme Council of
Culture’s History and Antiquities Committee, confirmed
that the phenomenon of the alignment of objects with the
sun rays on specific dates most famously occurs at the
sanctum of Abu Simbel temple south of Aswan, but also
at sanctums in other Egyptian temples such as Karnak in
Luxor on 21 December; and Qasr Qaroun in Fayoum some
165km southwest Cairo on the same date; and again at
altars of a number of old churches on specific dates.

Mr Rihan called for a file to be prepared by Egypt and
presented to UNESCO to request that the sun alignment
phenomenon be added to the list of intangible heritage.

Obviousdly, however, as witnessed at GEM, the heritage
lives on with the sons of the pharaohs.
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