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2023, année jubilaire de sainte Théreése

Thérese de Lisieux, la plus populaire sainte des temps modernes, est célébrée
par les chrétiens du monde entier. 2023 marque un double Jubilé: le 150eme
anniversaire de la naissance de Théréese Martin a Alencon, le 2 janvier 1873;
ainsi que le 100eme anniversaire de la béatification de seceur Thérese de I’Enfant-Jésus
de la Sainte Face, le 29 avril 1923. Occasion pour nous de découvrir ses écrits.

Arrivée a Lisieux avec sa famille suite a la mort

de sa mere, elle devient religieuse en entrant au Carmel
de Lisieux a l'age de 15 ans seulement, sainte
Thérese de Lisieux a connu a sa mort une célébrité
sans précédent . Décédée a 24 ans de la tuberculose,
elle avait rédigé, dans le secret du Carmel, ses mémoires
intitulées «Histoire d’'une dme», un livre combinant
ses récits autobiographiques. Publié en 1898, juste
apres la mort de l'auteur, 'ouvrage a immédiatement
connu un trés grand succes  populaire.
Ce livre est aujourd’hui traduit en plus de 50 langues,
et connait de multiples rééditions chez différents
éditeurs. On estime son tirage total a plus de 500 millions
d'exemplaires.

Des les premieres années d'éditions, l'ouvrage
a eu une grande influence spirituelle. De nombreuses
personnes dont certaines béatifiées a ce jour ont déclaré
avoir été transformées par la lecture de l'ouvrage.
Le livre a fait Il'objet de plusieurs adaptations
au théatre ou au cinéma. Il a regu en 1989 un prix
de I'Académie francaise.

Apres la mort de Thérese, mére Agnes (sa soeur ainée
Pauline) rassemble les écrits de Thérése pour en former
un recueil intitulé “Histoire d’une ame”. Ce recueil
comprend trois manuscrits autobiographiques qui
développent la spiritualité de Thérése de I'Enfant Jésus.

Le Manuscrit A est rédigé a la demande de mére
Agnes pendant I'année 1895. Au cours de I'hiver
1894, la sceur de Thérese, prieure du carmel,
lui ordonne d'écrire tous ses souvenirs d'enfance.
Fin janvier 1895, Thérése achete un petit cahier
d'écolier et s’attelle a la tédche, écrivant généralement
le soir apres ['office de complies. Avec humour
et sur un ton allégre, sans plan établi, elle n'écrit pas
I'histoire de sa vie, mais bien ['«histoire de son dme»,
qu'elle intitule «Histoire printaniere d'une petite fleur
blanche». Cette relecture Iui est bénéfique,
car elle I'aide a mieux comprendre le sens de ce qu'elle
a vécu. Ce sont finalement six cahiers qu'elle remplit
au long de l'année 1895 et qu'elle remet a la prieure
le 20 janvier 1896

Le Manuscrit B est un ensemble de lettres adressées
a la marraine de Thérése, sa soceur Marie.
En septembre 1896, alors que Thérése connait la gravité
de sa maladie et qu'elle est entrée dans une nuit de la foi,
elle commence sa retraite annuelle. Elle profite

des temps de silence et de méditation pour écrire
des lettres qu'elle adresse directement a Jésus.
Elle décrit ce qu'elle vit depuis quelques mois, mais
surtout les grédces regues en septembre 1896,
et la grande découverte qu'elle fait alors: I'amour
est sa vocation. Marie lui ayant demandé de rédiger
une présentation de sa «petite doctrine», elle lui remet
ces lettres qui constituent «la charte de la petite voie
d'enfance».

Le Manuscrit C est écrit en obéissance a mere Marie
de Gonzague. En réalité c'est mere Agnes, réalisant
que sa sceur va mourir, qui incite la prieure a obtenir
de Thérese la suite du récit de sa vie. C'est sur un petit
camnet a la couverture noire, a partir du 3 ou 4 juin 1897,
que la malade rédige ses souvenirs: «Pour écrire
ma «petite vie», je ne me casse pas la téte; c'est comme
si je péchais a la ligne : j'écris ce qui vient au bouty.
Elle y décrit les graces qu'elle a regues au cours
de sa vie, les découvertes spirituelles qu'elle a faites,
notamment la « petite voie ».

Début juillet, prise par une fievre de plus en plus forte,
elle ne peut plus tenir son porte-plume et continue
avec un petit crayon. Fin aolt, rongée par la maladie,
elle doit abandonner la rédaction du carnet.

Le 30 septembre 1898, un an jour pour jour aprées
la mort de Thérése, parait «Histoire d'une dme», un volume
relié de 475 pages, publié a 2 000 exemplaires. Financée
par l'oncle Guérin, la publication a regu l'imprimatur
de Flavien Hugonin. Le livre est envoyé dans tous
les carmels et a quelques personnalités ecclésiastiques.
Malgré certaines réticences initiales, I'accueil est élogieux
et les rééditions se succedent, puis suit la traduction
en anglais «The Little Flower of Jesus» en 1901 et dans
de nombreuses langues. En 1915, 211000 volumes
ont été diffusés ainsi que 710000 exemplaires d'une version
abrégée. Les carmélites de Lisieux et mere Agnes
elle-méme sont stupéfaites de ce raz-de-marée.

Des milliers de lecteurs sont profondément touchés.
Des prétres témoignent que cette lecture leur fait
beaucoup de bien spirituellement . La lecture d'Histoire
d'une &me inspire aussi de nombreuses vocations,
pour le Carmel, mais également dans les autres ordres
religieux. Les études sur l'ceuvre de Thérese se multiplient
et l'attente de pouvoir lire les cahiers originaux devient
de plus en plus forte. Mais il faut attendre 1956 pour
qu'a la demande du pape Pie Xll, le pere Frangois
de Sainte-Marie publie les Manuscrits autobiographiques

en fac-similé puis, a partir de 1957, dans une édition
imprimée. «Histoire d'une &ame» est devenu
ainsi une des coeuvres les plus marquantes
de la spiritualité frangaise.

Sceur Thérese de I'Enfant Jésus écrivit de nombreuses
poésies pour les fétes, pour ses sceurs ou tout simplement
pour exprimer son amour au Seigneur. Ces poésies
font découvrir I'évolution spirituelle de Thérese
ainsi que ses combats et ses souffrances. Au carmel
les poemes de sainte Thérése étaient chantés sur
des airs célebres de l'époque. Aujourd’hui encore
ils sont interprétés et mis en musique par des artistes
de styles variés. Voici les plus célebres: «Vivre
d’amour», «Jeter des fieurs», « Mon chant d'aujourd’huiy,
«Aimer c’est tout donner...».

Sainte Thérese a écrit beaucoup de belles prieres,
elle laissait libre cours a son cceur et a ses élans
d’amour pour le Christ. Elle disait elle-méme: «Pour
moi la priére, c'est un élan du cceur, c'est un simple
regard jeté vers le Ciel, c'est un cri de reconnaissance
et d'amour au sein de I'épreuve comme au sein de la joie...».
On a retrouvé 21 priéres écrites de Thérese et beaucoup
d’autres parsemées dans ses autres écrits. Parmi
les plus célebres prieres de sainte Thérése de I'Enfant
Jésus on trouve son Acte d’Offrande a I'amour
miséricordieux, son Hommage a la tres sainte Trinité,
sa priere “Fleurs mystiques”...

Thérese de Lisieux est également auteur de plusieurs
pieces de théatres, «récréations pieuses», sur des themes
spirituels a I'occasion de grandes fétes: «La Mission
de Jeanne d’Arc»; «Les anges a la creche»; «Jeanne
d’Arc accomplissant sa mission»; «Jésus & Béthaniex»;
«Le divin petit mendiant de Noél»; «La fuite en Egypte»;
«Le triomphe de 'humilité»; «Saint Stanislas Kostka».

Parmi tous les écrits qu'a laissé sainte Thérése,
beaucoup de précieuses citations nourrissent aujourd’hui
encore la vie spirituelle de milliers de chrétiens.
En voici quelques-unes:

«Je veux passer mon Ciel a faire du bien sur la Terrey,

«Aprés ma mort, je ferai tomber une pluie de roses
sur la Terrey,

«Je reviendrai sur la Terre pour faire aimer T’Amour.

«Quelle douce joie de penser que le Bon Dieu est Juste,
c’est-a-dire qu’ll tient compte de nos faiblesses,
qu’ll connait parfaitement la fragilité de notre nature.
De quoi donc aurais-je peur?».

O mop Dieu,vous avee
denasse o albfonte,
eFmel je veux chanier

ves mseélricordes.”
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Problemson hold

Who the demon is

Youssef Sidhom

Last week | presented the testimony
of Egyptian writer and intellectual
Wassim a-Sis on the importance of
educating young people on historical
facts they may not be well aware of.
As | saw it, Dr Sisi’s advice, given on
the talk show al-Qahira (Cairo) on the
satellite channel TEN, was a wakeup
call to Egyptians, especially the young.
Dr Sisi was specifically referring to the
schemes and conspiracies drawn by
world superpowers, mainly the USand
its European allies, to empower Israel
by fragmenting the Middle Eastern
nations surrounding it.

Today, | again delve into the
conspiracy file by presenting a
testimony by Jmmy Dore, American
stand-up  comedian,  conspiracy
theorist and political commentator. Mr
Dorewasrecently hosted by the Tucker
Carlson show on Fox News channdl.
Incidentally, | viewed the video of
the interview in the wake of the US
shooting of a Chinese balloon that was
traversing itsterritory. The US claimed
the balloon was on a spying mission,
whereas China denied any espionage
claims, and described the shooting as
“excessive reaction” by the US. The
incident capped aseries of US attempts
to provoke China during the last year,
as when it pushed ahead with a visit
by Nancy Pelos, then Speaker of the
House of Representatives, to Taiwan in
August 2022, despite explicit warnings
from China that the visit would pose
a flagrant challenge of its sovereignty.

So, what did immy Dore say?

“Just like we [the US] provoked the
war in Ukraine, we are now provoking
awar with China. Your enemy is not
China, your enemy is not Russia,
your enemy is the military industrial
complex which has been fleecing this
country to the tunes of hundreds of
billions and trillions of dollars. How
many times are we going to have
a defense secretary say: ‘we can't
account for two trillion dollars in the
Pentagon’ again, which happened twice
now in my lifetime? The war machine
cannot be stopped. Who's running this
country? The war machine. It certainly
isn't Joe Biden making these decisions.
| just want to remind everybody, the
United States is the world's terrorist
which set the Middle East on fire
20 years ago, and now were doing
a proxy war in Ukraine, which we
provoked, NATO provoked, and it was
just admitted that we provoked it by
former Prime Minister of Germany.

“And now were trying saber-
rattling with China, and they're
predicting awar. Again, Chinais not
going to invade us, Chinais not our
enemy. We might have an economic
war, that's what these are; these
are economic wars.” My comment:
Economic wars are settled by
agreements of common interests and
not by igniting conflicts, provocations
and fueling military battles.

Back to Mr Dore on the Tucker
Carlson show: “In Ukraine, it's about
Liquified Natural Gas, and making
sure Germany and Russia never come
together, because we fear Russids
natural resources and manpower, and
we fear them getting together with
Germany with their technology and
their capital, and so that’s why we blew
up the Nordstrom Pipeline, that's why
we're doing the Ukraine war.

“This al about hegemony,
imperialism and economics. If
there's a marine somewhere, it's
there because they're about to steal
some natural resources from another
country. If everybody's screaming
that Putin is a bad guy for invading
Ukraine, the United States is
currently occupying athird of Syria,
and which third is that? It's the third
that has the oil. And how do | know
we'rethereto steal their oil? Because
the President of the US said so.”

Almost everyone in the US and
its EU dlies, and others around the
world believe that Russan President
Vladimir Putin is the bad guy
who invaded Ukraine, but they are
overlooking, or do not know because
western media conceals the facts, that
Russia was provoked into the war. The
provocation started in the 1990s, with
the aim of preventing Russia from
rising among the ranks of the world
superpowers. Russia was lured into
the war in order to exhaust it militarily
and economically in one of the most
heinous scandals of double standards
in modern times.

We must be alert to testimonies
that expose conspiracy theories and
educate us on who the demon of this
ageredly is.

St YNark
Foundation
of Coptic
Aevitage
holds its 10th
symposium

The Coptic Bible, itsold manuscripts, and the languages rel evant
to it, have been the focus of the 10th International Symposium

organised by St Mark Foundation for Coptic Heritage The

symposium was held from 29 January to 2 February 2023 under

the patronage of Pope Tawadros |1 who hosted it at L ogos Centre
in the Western Desert’'s Wadi al-Natroun monastery of Anba

Bishoi, some 110km northwest Cairo.

Participants in the symposium included both seasoned and
young researchers in Coptic studies; they came from Egypt and
the world over, and presented some 30 papers that offered rich
studies in the Coptic Bible and its manuscripts in the Sahidic,
Bohairic, and Fayummic Coptic dialects. On their way from
Cairo to Anba Bishoi Monastery, they stopped over at the nearby
monastery of St Macariusto vist its famous manuscript library.

Pope: It'sabout Life

At Logos Centre, Pope Tawadros opened the symposium with a

word in which he warmly welcomed his guests and commended
their dedicated work.

“We are herein Wadi al-Natroun,” the Pope said, “the historical
Scetis where asceticism and monasticism thrived since the 4th

century. This heritage site is now home to the modern conference
centre that hosts this symposium, the Logos Centre” The Pope

gaveabrief on Logos Centre, which was built in 2016 with theaim
of spearheading enlightenment and cultural projects, ecumenical

dialogue, hosting conventions of Coptic Church leaders and its

Holy Synod, and spreading teaching.

Pope Tawadros went on to talk about the three elements on
which the symposium focused: the Coptic Bible, manuscripts,
and language.

“The Bible” the Pope said, “is the Book of Life. Jesusthe Lord

described his words as ‘words of spirit and lifeé ... Asyou delve
into your studies of the Bible, always remember that you are

studying the book of thelife of all humans; it givesthem salvation
and their lives meaning.
“The Copticlanguageinwhich the Bible under study waswritten

isalanguage used in everyday life and in prayer ... it reveals the

life of the Copts over the ages and until the present day.”
Blood, sweat, tears

“As for manuscripts” Pope Tawadros went on to say,” they have

recorded life throughout time public life, Church life, the Bible,

and others. St Mark Foundation has been doing remarkable work
in documenting and indexing manuscripts, and making them

accessihle to researchersin digital form on the Internet.”
Logos Centre, the Pope said, is home to the Papal Central

Library, the largest Coptic library in the world. “Wetry to include
in it everything we possibly can: manuscripts, studies, books and

sources of knowledge. Manuscripts in specific may be found
in many of our old churches monasteries, and the patriarchal
quarters. We exert efforts to collect them, make copies of

them, index and archive them. To say nothing of the restoration
and maintenance work needed for them, for we have gone into
partnership with the Bibliotheca Alexandrina and the monastery
of Mar-Minain Maryut, both entities have huge experiencein this

field. Manuscripts were written with blood, sweat, and tears: the
tears of patience, prayer, and endurance”

Takla: What use?

optic

Nasser Sobhy
Dina Sdhom

al the attendants, on behalf of St Mark Foundation for Coptic
Heritage “We live in an age where all information is widey
available, but we have been together studying Coptic heritage
and history; we offer the outcome to our present and future. | ask
you all to encourage young researchers because knowledge will
only reach new generations through them. What we study should
be made visible to the world, and should influence and change
peopléeslives.

“Welivein the eraof widely open virtual browsing. Our dream
is no longer that our knowledge would be confined to a group
of researchers and scholars all over the world, but should spread
out to the public to inform them of their roots and let these roots
influence their future. Our responsibility is to hand our knowledge
over to everyone.

“Our world stands at a critical junction ... our role isto spread
knowledge of our Bible-based heritage ... if not, what use is the
knowledge we share?’

TheBible

The papers presented dealt with the Coptic Bible, manuscripts,
and language in a variety of aspects. One by Prof. David Brakke
from Ohio State University was titled “The Bible, Shenoute, and
the White Monastery Federation”, and examined the pivotal roles
that St Shenoute the Archimandrite and the White Monastery
Federation played in the history of the Coptic Biblein late-ancient
and medieval Egypt. St Shenoute's works and the manuscripts
produced at the White Monastery provide crucial evidencefor the
text of the Sahidic Bible and possibly the Septuagint and Greek
New Testament. St Shenouterarely interpreted biblical passagesin
the commonly used verse-by-verse fashion; he integrated biblical
quotations and alusions into his discourses so closely that the
distinctions between the biblical text and its readers/hearers and
between the biblical past and the Christian present were dissolved.

Dr Ivan Mirashnikov from the Swedish Collegium for Advanced
Study, Uppsala, Swveden gave a brief introduction to the Fayyumic
version of the Bible, first discussing the place of Fayummic
literary dialects as “the great Middle Egyptian dialectal group.”

The“Bible as School Text”, presented by Prof. Lillian Larsen
from the University of Redlands, informs that it was during
the 4th century that biblical influence began to show on late-
ancient school curriculum pedagogical use that spanned the
Mediterranean.

Trandation

Given that Biblical texts were the first literature to be translated
into Coptic, Hany N. Takla (St. Shenouda the Archimandrite Coptic
Society/Universty of Divinity (Au9/ACTS CA, USA) presented

St Mark Foundation
for Coptic Heritage

S Mark Foundation for Coptic History Studieswas founded
in 1998 by Fawzy George Estafanous (1937 — 2021), an
Egyptian American Copt who was a brilliant figure on two
fronts. cardiac anaesthesiology and preservetion of Coptic
history and heritage

Upon his retirement from medical duties, Dr Estafanous
founded the Foundation with the aim of promoting the
study of the Coptic Church's history and heritage through
symposiums, conferences and publications.

He put the idea forward to Pope Shenouda Il (Coptic
Patriarch in 1971 — 2012) who approved it, gave it his official
blessing, and generously provided it with an office in the
Coptic Studies Ingitute building a St Mark's Cathedral
grounds in Abbassiya, Cairo. The Pope exhorted al Coptic
bishops and clergy, also professors in the Coptic Orthodox
Seminary, to support the project.

Pope Shenouda entrusted the Foundation with the ancient
Coptic manuscripts at St Bishoi Monastery in the Western
Desert to photograph, index, restore, and document; work
which extended to other manuscripts indde and outsde
Egypt. Among its outstanding work, the Foundation compiled
a digital archive of 250,000 Coptic manuscripts on 18 CDs,
and gifted it to the Bibliotheca Alexandrina.

When Pope Tawadros |1 succeeded Pope Shenouda as
patriarch in 2012, he also blessed and supported St Mark
Foundation and its vison and misson which, according to
renowned Coptologist Gawdat Gabra who is a key figure in
the Foundation, involved writing an up-to-date history of
Chrigtianity and monasticism in Egypt. For that purpose, the
Foundation has organised every other year an international
symposum on Chrigtianity and monagticism in a region
in Egypt, followed by a publication on the topic. Volumes
published have included various Coptic topics, among them
research on Chrigtianity and Monasticism in Fayoum QOasis,
and in the Upper Egypt dioceses of Akhmeem and Sohag,
Naggada and Qus, Luxor, and Giza; also on Chrigtianity and
Chrigtian monumentsin Aswan and Nubia

The Foundation plays an instrumental role in the Coptic
Cultural Centre of the Coptic Orthodox Petriarchate at Anba
Rweiss, and cooperates with Shenouda the Archimandrite
Coptic Society on many cultural activities.

a paper on “The Sate of Preservation of the Coptic Bible’. He
addressed the verson exemplar, its format, order of books, Biblical
collections ancient and modern, and how much have survived; also
the characterigtics of the biblical textsin Coptic.

There were papers presented on the technique of trandating
the Coptic Bible from the original Greek; also the digitisation,
trandation, and editing of books from the Coptic Bible, including
the Old Testament, the Pauline Epistles, and the Psalms.

The topic of a paper by Dr Vevian Zaki (HMML, Collegeville,
MN, USA), “ Trandating the Bible Into Arabic: Approaches and
Strategies of 13th-century Coptic Scholars’, tackled how the
Coptic community started the process of trandating the Bibleinto
Arabic later than other denominations, and adapted versions from
other traditions. However, once they began the process, it turned
into an active movement of collating, revising, and copying Arabic
Bible manuscripts.

Manuscripts

Papers on manuscripts of the Coptic Bible included studies of
the collection at Wadi al-Natrun and al-Muharraq Monasteries
by Fr Misad a-Barmousy (al-Baramous Monastery, Wadi al-
Natrun); and that at St Paul Monastery, Red Sea, by Dr Lisa
Agaiby (St Athanasius College, University of Divinity, Australia),
who described the collection as one of the richest in Egypt.

Emad Habib Huzaien of St Mark Foundation, Cairo, presented a
paper on “Cataloging of Bible Manuscripts on the OPAC “online
Catalog” of St Mark Foundation”. The Foundation, he said,
through collaborating with Coptic manuscripts libraries, aims
to make as many as possible collections of manuscripts fredy
accessibleto scholars.

“Clad with the Word”

Interestingly, a number of papers tackled how Egyptians used
the Bible and hiblical quotationsin mattersrelating to their life—
and even death, especially in martyrdom—also most prominently
in Epigraphy. According to Christine Ayad (Fayoum University,
Egypt), thisshould not be strange since the Bible was the backbone
of Coptic communities, and the base of their literature.

A paper by Prof. Jacques van der Vliet (Leiden University, The
Netherlands), titled “Clad with the Word: The Bible in Coptic
Epigraphy”, shows that Copts copied verses of the Bible on the
walls of houses and monasteries, on rocks at the road-side and
even on furniture and dress.

Credit whereit'sdue

Anba Thomas, Metropolitan of Qussiya and Meir, and
spiritual patron of St Mark Foundation, presided over the final
session of the symposium. He started by thanking every person
whose work contributed to the success of the event, including
the symposium organisers, electronics officials, and Logos
Centre officials and staff.

Anba Thomas announced the topic and date of the upcoming
symposium as. “ Coptic Mass’ in 2025. He then proceeded to hand
souvenir giftsto al the participantsin the symposium.

On their way back to Cairo, the symposium participants were
treated to a visit to Anafora, a retreat farm established by Anba
Thomas on the Cairo Alexandria Desert Road some 60km north
of Cairo. In Cairo, they visited St Mark’s Cathedral in Abassiya,
and the Egyptian Museum in Tahrir Square, which was then
holding a special Coptic exhibit.

Takla

I intermabenal Symipeshum

Ghe Copric Bible
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