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De Saint Nicolas a Papa Noeél

Le Pere Noél est une figure réelle,

c’est Saint Nicolas, évéque de Myre
en Asie Mineure au 1Ve siecle de notre ere.
L'Eglise copte célébre son départ le 10 Kiahk.
Son pere se nommait Epiphane
et sa mere Tounah. Iis étaient riches
et craignaient Dieu.

Ils n’avaient pas d’enfant qui puisse
les réjouir et hériter leurs biens. r

Lorsqu’ils devinrent dgeés,
Dieu eut pitié d’eux et leur donna
ce saint qui fut rempli de la grdce

divine des son enfance.

Lorsqu’il fut en age d’apprendre, il montra des qualités

intellectuelles qui indiquérent que le Saint Esprit lui enseignait
ce que son maitre ne lui a pas enseigné. Il apprit les enseignements
de I'Eglise des son jeune age et fut ordonné diacre.

Il se retira dans un monastére dont son cousin était le supérieur.
Il mena une vie de piété, de combat spirituel et de vertu
et fut ordonné prétre. Dieu lui accorda le don de faire des miracles
et de guérir des malades, et il fit beaucoup de bien.

Il 'y avait dans la ville de Myre un homme qui fut riche
mais avait perdu tous ses biens au point qu’il n’arrivait plus
a se nourrir. Cet homme avait trois filles ayant dépassé
I'age de se marier. Personne ne les avait épousées a cause
de leur pauvreté et Satan lui suggéra de les faire travailler
dans une maison close.

Dieu fit connatftre a saint Nicolas les intentions de cet homme.
Alors, il prit cent dinars de I'argent de ses parents, les mit
dans une bourse et se glissa la nuit pour lancer la bourse
par la fenétre de cet homme sans que personne ne s’en rende
compte. L’homme fut trés surpris et put, grace a cet argent,
marier sa fille ainée.

Une autre fois il fit de méme et IThomme put marier sa seconde fille.

Mais 'homme voulut savoir qui était le généreux donateur
et veilla jusqu’a ce qu'il entendit tomber la bourse. Il sortit

promptement et sut que c’était I'évéque, le bon saint Nicolas.
Il se jeta a ses pieds pour le remercier d’avoir sauvé ses filles
de la pauvreté et de la honte qu’elles auraient subie. Mais lui,
rejeta ses remerciements leur demandant de rendre grace a
Dieu qui lui avait inspiré cette idée.

Ce saint fit de nombreux miracles, il chassait de nombreux
démons et guérissait des malades. Il bénissait un peu de pain,
pouvait nourrir une grande foule et on ramassait les restes
plus que ce qu’il y avait a l'origine.

Avant d’étre choisi pour I'épiscopat, il avait vu en songe
un grand tréne sur lequel était déposé un manteau magnifique;
un homme lui disait: «Met ce manteau et assied-toi sur ce trénex.
Une autre nuit, il réva que la sainte vierge lui remettait
quelques vétements sacerdotaux et que notre Seigneur Jésus
Christ lui remettait 'Evangile.

Apres le décés de I'évéque de Myre, 'ange du Seigneur
apparut en songe a l'archevéque et lui fit savoir que Nicolas
était choisi pour cette dignité. Il lui fit connaitre tout ce qu'il faisait
de bien. A son réveil, il informa les évéques de ce qu'il avait vu
alors ils sacrerent Nicolas évéque pour cette ville.

Peu apres, Dioclétien s’installa sur le tréne et rétablit l'idolatrie.
Il emprisonna une foule de croyants et entendlit parter de ce saint.
Il I'arréta lui aussi et lui fit subir le martyre plusieurs années.

Mais notre Seigneur le Christ le relevait & chaque fois sain
et sauf afin qu'il soit une branche solide dans I'arbre de la Foi.
Il demeura en prison jusqu’a ce que Dieu fasse périr
Dioclétien et que Constantin monta sur le tréne. Celui-ci libéra
les croyants et parmi eux ce saint qui retourna sur son tréne
épiscopal.

Saint Nicolas participa au concile de Nicée qui s’est réuni
en 325 pour juger Arius. Lorsqu’il eut accomplit son combat,
il mourut octogénaire aprés avoir siégé sur le tréne épiscopal
un peu plus de 40 ans.

Apres le départ de Saint-Nicolas, sa mémoire douce sest répandue
dans de nombreux endroits en Russie et en Europe,
en particulier en Allemagne, en Suisse et aux Pays-Bas,
ou ils échangent des cadeaux a Noél en son nom...
La vérit¢é a commencé a se méler a la légende.
Le nom du Pére Noél est devenu un terme frangais signifiant
le pere de Noél, et certains pensent que la patrie du Pere
Noél est la Suede. D'autres ont dit que sa patrie est la Finlande,
d'autant plus qu'il y a un village appelé Santa Claus
qu'ils promeuvent en tant que destination touristique.
C'est le lieu de naissance du Pére Noél qu’environ 75000
enfants visitent chaque année. Avec la découverte
de 'Amérique, les immigrants emportérent avec eux leurs saints,

dont Saint Nicolas et le nom évolua jusqu'a ce qu'il devienne
Pére Noél.

Quant a limage modeme du Pere Noé|, elle fut créée par le poete
ameéricain Clark Morris qui écrivit en 1823 un poéme intitulé
«La nuit de Noél» dans lequel il décrit ce visiteur bien-aimé
a la veille de la Nativité.

En 1881, le peintre américain Thomas Nest réalise dans
le journal «Harpers» le premier dessin du Pere Noél,
tel que nous le connaissons aujourd'hui, avec son beau
costume rouge, sa longue barbe blanche et ses chaussures
noires brillantes. Depuis lors, le Pére Noél s'est répandu
dans sa nouvelle tenue et est devenu I'un des personnages
les plus célebres que les enfants aiment dans le monde
entier.

Selon les contes, le Pere Noél met des cadeaux pour
les enfants a l'intérieur de chaussettes en laine qu'ils placent
au-dessus de la cheminée dans leurs maisons ou il a I'habitude
de se faufiler pour que les enfants ne le voient pas la nuit
et ils seraient surpris par des cadeaux le matin pour se réjouir
de plus en plus.

En Egypte, le Pere Noél s'est répandu dans les églises
coptes lors de leur célébration du Jour de I’An et est devenu
un symbole populaire pour célébrer le Nouvel An.
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As Watani steps
into its 65th year
2022 in hindsight:

Local issues
Youssef Sidhom

Today, Catholics around the
world and in Egypt celebrate
the glorious Nativity of Chrigt,
Chrigmas. | extend my heartfelt
wishes for a happy Christmas to
heads of Churches members of
the dergy, Church servants and
congregations, praying for the
Lord to bestow on them His joy
and peace on thisblessed occasion.

| would also like to note that
this week, on 21 December,
Watani  celebrated its 64th
anniversary and stepped into
the 65th year of its journey and
mission, carrying with it a great
legacy of achievements, and
aspiring for a bright promising
future for Egypt, the Church and
all Egyptians under the umbrella
of our one nation.

As at every yearend, we bid
one year farewell and welcome
a new one in; this makes it apt
that we review the elapsed year,
al the issues it brought and the
events that took place. Watani’'s
editorial team thus presentsin its
Arabic version of thisissue of 25
December 2022 a review of the
year 2022 as tackled in Watani.
In the same vein, | would like
to give a review of the issues
tackled through the editorials |
wrote during 2022.

Out of a total 52 editorials
written in 2022, 45 came under
the Problems on hold series,
and tackled both local and
international issues. Here is a
review of the issues tackled,
listed by title.

Topic relating to the Church

and Copts:
* Wrapped in the tender love of
the Father
e Different dates for Christian
feasts
* Amid pain and sorrow: God’s
voice rings clear
e Joy in Resurrection ... Solace
in martyrdom
e Al-Azhar Grand Imam:
Honourable declarations, one
comment
e 23rd batch of unlicensed
churches approved for legality
e Building, restoration, and
legalisation of  unlicensed
churches: Seven-year tally
e Family Law for Christians in
Egypt: Gender equality on hold
¢ Bright days for Egypt and the
Church: History replayed
e Church up to societal
challenges
e Church fires: Wakeup call
* 150 years of Coptic press
e 150 years of Coptic Press:
Gem of a heritage

Topics relating to the
Egyptian family:

*2021 Achievements and failures:
The file on Egyptian women

» Watani addresses homosexuality

Reper cussions of coronavirus
pandemic

e In Egypt and the world.
Coronavirus restrictions: Where to?
* Is PCR a diagnostic test?

The Egyptian street:

¢ Revisiting the tuk tuk issue

e Call centres ... what jobs?

e Cairo Governorate launches
Cairo Bike: Where are the lanes?
e Environment friendly Cairo
Bike: Still way to go

¢ International North Coastal
Road: Gilding the Lily

Economic issues:

e As EGP declines: Repricing
durable goods?

¢ In order to stop the haemorrhage
of EGP vs USD: Egypt follows
Russia and China?

e New tax relief, new hope

* On tax relief law

* Where was the Tourism Police?
* Egypt Economic Conference 2022

Local issues:

e National Dialogue and
political parties

» These appalling architectural
non-styles

Watani:
e As it nears its 65th anniversary:
Watani re-accredited by SCMR.

This was a review of the
local issues tackled in 2022.
Next week | will review the
international issues.
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UNESCO Intangible Heritage:
Egypt’s Holy Family
celebrations

The Egyptian folk festivals that celebrate
the biblical flight of the Holy Family into
Egypt have been listed by UNESCO as world
Intangible Heritage.

On 30 November, UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee
for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage listed on its
UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity the Egyptian folk festivals relating to the Holy
Family in Egypt.

Egypt had in February 2021, submitted to UNESCO an application,
accompanied with a detailed file, requesting that the folk celebration
related to the Holy Family’sjourney in Egypt be listed as Intangible
Heritage. Mustafa Gad, Dean of the Institute of Folk Art in Egypt
told Watani that the file specifically cited the moulid of the Holy
Virgin's Fast that precedes her Assumption Feast, and that of the
Feast of the Entry of the Holy Family to Egypt. Moulid, plural
mawalid, is a folk festival of religious character coupled with fair-
like activitiesthat celebrates feasts of saints or holy men and women.
Thetradition goes back to ancient Egypt, and isto thisday celebrated
by all Egyptians, Copts and Muslims.

Nasser Sobhy
Dina Sdhom

The Holy Family festivals file was submitted for arbitration at
the UNESCO meeting that was held in Rabat on 30 November.
It gained the approval of 21 countries out of the 24 member
countries of the committee.

According to Dr Gad who represented the Egyptian delegation at
UNESCO as an international expert, and led the team which worked
on the file, work started on the file some four years ago. Together with
representatives of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities and the
Ministry of Culture, he said, the file was prepared very thoroughly.
Dr Gad explained that the Ministry of Culture delegated many of its
affiliated institutions to work on the file, namely the Academy of Arts,
the Higher Institute of Folk Arts, the Centre for Folk Arts Studies, and
the General Authority for Cultural Palaces. He also said that NGOs and
Egyptian Churches significantly contributed to the file.

Dr Gad said that through monitoring and studies, the team
discovered that the two magor celebrations relating to the Holy
Family, are the Feast of the Entry of the Holy Family into Egypt
which is celebrated on 1 June, and celebrations that mark the Fast of
the Holy Virgin in August.

The website of UNESCO Intangible Heritage List reads: “The
festivals related to the Journey of the Holy Family in Egypt
commemorate the Holy Family’s voyage from Bethlehem to
Egypt to escape King Herod's oppression. Every year, the event
is memorialised by two festivals in which Egyptians, including
Muslims and Coptic Christians of all ages and genders, participate
in large numbers. The first festival, called ‘The Festival of the
Advent of the Holy Family to Egypt,’ is a one-day event generally
held in the beginning of June.” The second event, Moulid al-Adra
(the festival of the Virgin), is a festive string that takes place in
several towns and cities, including Cairo and Drunka in Assiut,
between May and August.

“Activities,” according to the UNESCO website, “include singing,
traditional games, tattoos, re-enactments of the journey, religious
processions, artistic performances and the sharing of traditional
foods. The fedtivities are replete with social functions and cultural
meanings, including the unified social and cultural fabric between
Coptic Christians and Muslims evidenced during the preparations
and festivities. The events are also associated with the provision of
voluntary services to visitors by local residents and the exchange of
gifts. The knowledge and skills are transmitted through churches
and monasteries, within families, and through active participation
in the rituals.”
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16 kiahk (Koiak) 1739
1 Gamad al-Thani 1444
Issue 1141
Year 22

Medhat Mounir On 10 Kiahk on the Coptic calendar, 19 December
Gregorian, the Coptic Church marked the feast
of St Nicholas the Confessor, the 4th-century
Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor, present-day Turkey. The loving, giving
character of St Nicholas metamorphosed into that of the popular
Santa Claus, the famous gift-giver of Christmas Eve. His full story
is cited in the Coptic Orthodox Synaxarium.

The Church of St Nicholas in Banha, Qalyubiya, some 50km north
of Cairo, is the only Coptic Orthodox church consecrated to the
saint. It celebrated its patron saint with a week-long programme of
spiritual activity that concluded on his feast day. It was led by Anba
Maximos, Bishop of Banha and Quessna. The programme included
Vespers services held every evening, sermons and praises for the
saint, and daily Mass. On the sideline, a book fair of bibles and spiritual
publications was held.

During Vespers, the relics of St Nicholas were carried in
a deacon procession that marched around the church: three
rounds in the sanctuary followed by three rounds in the
nave and a final round back in the sanctuary, as praises for
the saint where elatedly chanted, peppering with bouts of
joyful ululations.

The Church of St Nicholas in Banha was established in 1910 [
as a Greek Orthodox church but, as the Greek congregation £
gradually dwindled, the church was purchased by the Coptic
Orthodox Diocese of Qalyubiya in 1980. It houses the relics
of St Nicholas as well as a portion of ‘mann’, an oil of
miraculous healing power that dropsfrom the saint’stomb
in the Italian city of Bari.
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itst hivdwatching festival

Nermine al-Zahar The first International Festival for Bird Watching and Photography was launched by Port

Said governorate on 22 December 2022. The festival is held under the auspices of the Port
Said Governor Adel al-Ghadban and the Egyptian Authority for Promotion of Tourism, in
cooperation with the Ashtoum al-Gamil Reserve, the Egyptian Society for Nature Conservation and the Egyptian Society
for Wildlife Photographers.

The launch ceremony took place in a Port Said hotel, and was attended by public figures, cabinet ministers, ambassadors,
artists, politicians and members of the media and press. Then began photo shooting activities at Lake Manzala.

Ashtoum al-Gamil Reserve is located 7km west of Port Said on the Port Said-Damietta coastal road, and connects Lake
Manzala to the Mediterranean; at the mouth of the Lake lies the renowned Tanees Island. The entire area is famous for its
wealth of bird life. Lake Manzala is home to more than 200 species of resident, migratory and rare birds. More than 500,000
birds have been spotted in the area; these include flamingos, pelicans, wading birds, egrets, starlings, quails and gulls.

The Port Said International Bird Watching and Photography Festival is the first of its kind in Egypt and the Middle East.
It extends an open invitation to nature and wildlife lovers, to amateur and professional photographers, to shoot photosin the
realm of the beautiful Ashtoum Reserve and the serene lake.

The festival comes within the efforts of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities to welcome the 2022 /2023 winter season
with boosting ecotourism.

On the talk show al-Youm (Today) aired by the satellite channel DMC, Port Said’s Vice Governor Amr Osman said that the
festival had been eight months in preparation. “Egypt never promoted tourism in the field of bird watching before,” he said.
“Lake Manzala is transited by some 500,000 migratory birds; 37 species among them are threatened. They leave the cold
climate in Europe during the autumn and cross over to warmer Africa, then go back in Spring. They stop to rest in Egypt’s
lakes for the moderate weather and abundant food.
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