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Le Pape

Pour Noél, le Pape Francois
a invité cette année les chrétiens
a «se faire petits, a quitter
toute vanités, afin de rejoindre
Dieu «la ou il est». Il a par ailleurs
décrypté le sens des symboles
de Noél que sont le sapin et la creche.
En recevant le 3 décembre
les donateurs du sapin
et de la créeche italiens qui tronent
sur la place Saint-Pierre,
ainsi qu'une délégation
du Guatemala, pays ayant
offert la creche de la salle Paul
VI, le Pape a médite
sur ces symboles de Noél qui
«continuent a fasciner
petits et grandss.

Suite a la cérémonie d'illumination du sapin et de la creche

sur la place Saint Pierre, les délégations ont été regues
en audience dans la salle Paul VI par le Pape Francgois.
Adressant ses remerciements pour ces dons, SS a souligné
que l'arbre nous enseigne les racines, et la créche nous invite
a la contemplation.

«L'arbre, avec ses lumieres» nous rappelle Jésus qui vient
illuminer nos ténébres, notre existence souvent enfermée
dans l'ombre du péché, de la peur, de la douleur, ce qui
conduit autre réflexion”, a dit le Pape. Comme les arbres,
explique-t-il, les hommes ont aussi besoin de racines,
car seul celui qui est enraciné dans une bonne terre, reste ferme,
grandit, marit, résiste aux vents qui le secouent et devient
un point de référence pour ceux qui le regardent.
«Mais, sans racines, rien la tout cela ne se produity,
a-t-il lancé, soulignant également que sans fondations
solides, on reste chancelant. Le Pape a conseillé de garder
les racines, dans la vie comme dans la foi. "Dans les saintes
écritures l'ap6tre Paul rappelle d’ailleurs le fondement dans
lequel, nous devons enraciner notre vie pour rester fermes,

rangms

o

Le Pape contemplant la créche installée dans la salle Paul VI

il exhorte a rester «enracinés en Jésus-Christ», a-t-il ajouté.
Pour le Pontife, c'est ce que nous rappelle I'arbre de Noél:
étre enraciné en Jésus-Christ.

"La creche, cet autre symbole important de Noél, raméne
a la naissance du Fils de Dieu qui s'est fait homme pour
étre proche de chacun d'entre nous. Elle aide dans son authentique
pauvreté, a redécouvrir la véritable richesse de Noél,
et a nous purifier de tant d'aspects qui polluent le paysage
de Noél», a affirmé SS Frangois. Le Pape a expliqué également
qu’elle nous rappelle combien il est bon de chérir des moments
de silence et de priere dans nos journées, souvent envahies
par la frénésie. «La creche rappelle un Noél différent
du Noél consumériste et commercial, évoquant la force
du silence qui favorise la contemplation de I'Enfant Jésus
et nous aide a étre proches de Dieu, avec la simplicité fragile
d'un tout petit nouveau-né, la douceur de sa déposition,
la tendre affection des langes qui I'enveloppent», a ajouté
I'évéque de Rome.

"Célébrer Noél c’est également redécouvrir la petitesse
de Dieu, qui ne nait pas dans la splendeur des apparences,

mais dans la pauvreté d'une étable et pour Le rencontrer,
il faut L'atteindre la, ou Il est; il faut s'abaisser, se faire petit,
laisser toute vanité derriere soi, pour arriver la ou Il est»,
a expliqué le Pape. "Ce don d’amour gratuit mérite une grande
reconnaissance envers Dieu par la priere, de dire merci a Jésus
qui désire entrer dans nos maisons et dans nos coeurs.
Dieu nous aime tellement qu'il partage notre humanité
et nos vies. Il ne nous laisse jamais seuls, il est a nos c6tés
en toutes circonstances, dans la joie comme dans la douleur.
Méme dans les moments les plus difficiles, Il est Ia,
parce qu'll est [Emmanuel, le Dieu avec nous, la lumiére qui illumine
les ténebres et la douce présence qui nous accompagne
sur le cheminy, a-t-il rappelé.

Lors de cette rencontre, le Pape a eu une pensée particuliére
pour les artisans du bois, qui ont sculpté les statues de la créche;
les jeunes de ['établissement "Quadrifoglio” de Rossello,
qui ont réalisé une partie des décorations de [arbre;
ceux qui ont fait pousser le sapin et les petits arbres
destinés a d'autres espaces du Vatican dans la pépiniere
de Palena. Il a également exprimé sa gratitude aux techniciens

et les symboles de Noel

et au personnel du Gouvernorat.

A noter que la créche installée sur la place Saint-Pierre
pour Noél 2022 provient de Sutrio, dans le Frioul-Vénétie
Julienne. Les sculptures en bois de cedre ont été réalisées
a la main et le bois utilisé provient d’'un abattage planifié effectué
par des pépiniéristes qui s'occupent de jardins privés et publics.
La creche de Sutrio est réalisée avec une demi-sphere qui fait
office de grotte, ou est exposée la Sainte Famille, autour
de laquelle sont placés des personnages grandeur nature.
En plus des figures de la Nativité, des personnages ordinaires
effectuant des travaux ou des gestes symboliques sont exposeés.

Les sculptures représentent IEnfant Jésus avec les caractéristiques
classiques du petit enveloppé dans des langes et couché
dans une creche. La Madone, placée a gauche de I'Enfant
Jésus, est agenouillée, la téte couverte par le manteau
et les bras tendus pour indiquer le Sauveur. Saint Joseph
est représenté debout a droite de I'Enfant: d'une main il tient
un béton et de l'autre une petite lanterne pour éclairer la Grotte.
Le boeuf et I'dne de part et d'autre de Marie et Joseph,
et 'ange au-dessus de la Nativité a l'intérieur de la Grotte
ne pouvaient pas manquer.

Parmi les personnages, on trouve le menuisier, occupé a travailler
sur un banc, en l'honneur de tous les artisans du village de Sutrio.
Un meétier féminin typique de la Carnia est représenté par
la tisserande qui, debout derriere un métier a tisser, observe
la Nativité. On trouve ensuite le «Cramar», représentant
d'une ancienne profession de marchand itinérant placé sur
la scéne alors qu'il se dirige vers la Nativité.

Une autre figure typique de la créche, la bergere, censée
symboliser la montagne qui, par ses ressources, fournit
la nourriture aux animaux. Puis il y a deux enfants qui,
dans des positions différentes dans la Creche, représentent
les espoirs de la vie et du monde.

Deux autres figures symboliques: un homme aide l'autre
a se lever pour retoumer a la Grotte. C'est un rappel de la solidarité
qui s'exerce notamment dans des milieux tels que la montagne.

Les Rois Mages, qui seront placés le long de la rampe
menant a la Grotte, ne pouvaient pas manquer.

Quant au sapin, d’une hauteur d’environ 30 metres, il vient
de la réserve naturelle régionale d’Abetina di Rossello,
dans les Abruzzes, réputée pour la beauté de ses sapins
blancs, un ancien hameau médiéval, dans les Abruzzes.
Les décorations ont été préparées par les jeunes de la résidence
de réhabilitation psychiatrique "Quadrifoglio”, en collaboration
avec les personnes agées de la maison de retraite "Sant’/Antonio
de Borriello" et les éléves de trois écoles alentour.

Une autre creche, offerte par le gouvernement
du Guatemala, a été installée dans la Salle Paul VI du Vatican.
Il s'agit d'une représentation de la Nativité composée
de la Sainte Famille et de trois anges. Tous sont fabriqués
a la main par des artisans dans la tradition guatémalteque,
avec de grands tissus colorés ou la couleur or domine,
et des statues en bois.

Les installations de Noél, devant lesquelles le Pape se recueille
traditionnellement le soir du 31 décembre, seront visibles
jusqu’au 8 janvier 2023, date de la féte du baptéme du Christ.
Le regard de nombreux peélerins venus du monde entier
sera cette année encore, fixé sur ces symboles de Noél.
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Problemson hold

150 years of Coptic Press

Jndustrialist
Raouf Ghabbour

Gem of a heritage
Youssef Sidhom

Two weeks ago, under the title
“150 years of Coptic Press’, | wrote
on Watani’s journey in the press
field: its past, present and future.
This testimony | presented during
a celebration that Pope Tawadros Il
sponsored on 3 December 2022 at
the papal headquarters at St Mark’s
in Abassiya, Cairo. The celebration
marked 150 years on the emergence
of Coptic periodicals and newspapers
in Egypt, and honoured five current
Coptic publications: the four magazines
al-Risala, al-Kiraza, Madaris al-
Ahad and Magallat Morqgos, and the
newspaper Watani.

The  celebration not only
commemorated those five publications,
but also presented valuable
documentation of the contribution of
Copts to the Egyptian and Coptic press
scene throughout 150 years. I own that
this whetted our appetite in Watani to
shed light on this file, not only in what
concerns the Coptic press, but also to
uncover the role of Copts in the fields of
historical studies and library science,
and in documenting the history, lives,
and achievements of Coptic figures.
The current issue of Watani features,
on its “Down memory lane’ page, a
story on the life journey of one such
prominent pillar: the Egyptian historian
Tewfik Eskaros, one of the greatest
Coptic historians of the 20th century,
who was also known as Muhandis al-
Kutubkhana, literary Engineer of the
Great Library, denoting what a singular
librarian he was.

Tewfik Eskaros was born on 3
January 1871, and passed away on
24 November 1942. He was among
the most notable historians of 19th-
century Copts, in addition to his
studies and writings on antiquities,
archaeology and archaeologists,
particularly the Coptic.

Mr Eskaros worked at the Khedival
Egyptian Book House, Dar al-Kutub
al-Misriya in Bab al-Khalq, Cairo.
This is Egypt's National Library; it
was known then as al-Kutubkhana al-
Misriya. His work was so distinguished
that King Fuad | assigned him with
organising the royal library at Abdeen
Palace, which earned him the title
Muhandis al-Kutubkhana. In 1927,
he wrote the book “A Brief Guide for
Visitors of Dar al-Kutub al-Misriya™;
the book documented the history
of the National Library since it was
established.

Mr Eskaros wrote a book in two
volumes under the title “Coptic
Geniuses and Luminaries”. The first
volume was published in 1910, and
the second in 1913. The book tackled
the biographies of members of Coptic
clergy who made contributions to the
Church's history and to management
of Church affairs. Mr Eskaros relied
in his writings on original, authentic
references, and reliable historical
sources.

He wrote a number of articles on
foreign scholars who were passionate
about Egyptian civilisation, and who he
had personally known during his time
at the Khedival Book House. Among
them were Wilhelm Spiegelberg,
scholar of Demotic language; Alfred
Butler, historian and Coptologist;
George Graff, scholar of Arab Christian
heritage, and Isamic studies scholar
Max Herz. In addition, Mr Eskaros
wrote about Egyptian figures who
left imprints in the field of Egyptian
archaeology, including Aly Bek Bahgat
and Mikhail Bek Sharobim.

Mr  Eskaros trandated  four
lectures delivered by papyrologist
Adolf Grohmann before the Royal
Geographical Society in Cairo in 1930.
He also translated The Project for the
Independence of Egypt, written by
Muallim Yacoub in 1801.

Through his work at the Khedival
Book House, Mr Eskaros had at his
fingertip a great wealth of ancient
manuscripts and rare books. This
induced him to write a number of
articles on Coptic studies, these were
published by reputable publications
including al-Hilal, Raamsis, al-Mar’a
al-Asriya, Misr al-Haditha, Gareedat
al-Balagh al-Osboueya, al-Mogtataf,
al-Magmaa al-Elmi  al-Arabi, al-
Mashreq, and al-Megal a al-Gadeeda.

Through his librarian work, his
documentation of the possessions and
acquisitionsof libraries, and hiswritings
and researches, the great Egyptian
historian Tewfik Eskaros over the years
accumulated his own valuable library
of books and references, which he
gifted to the Coptic Museum. He was
among the greatest historians of the
20th century, and truly earned the title
Muhandis al-Kutubkhana, Engineer of
the Great Library.

There can be no two opinions that Raouf
Ghabbour (1953 - 2022) was an exceptional figure
on the Egyptian industrial and business scene. He is
most famous for assembly-manufacturing Korean
Hyundai cars in Egypt; yet his firm, Ghabbour
Auto Group (GB Auto) is a leading automotive
company in the Middle East and North Africa. It
has a thriving agricultural produce business, and is
a non-bank financial services provider that offers
financing options in Egypt to major corporations,
small and medium enterprises, and to individuals
eligible for micro credit.

The date 19 December marks the arbaein of the
passing away of Raouf Ghabbour on 9 November,
aged 69. Arbaein is literal for ‘forty’, and denotes
40 days on the death of a person; marking it isa
tradition that goes back to ancient Egypt and was
related to the process of mummification. Copts
dill maintain the tradition through ceebrating
Mass in memory of the deceased.

The life of Raouf Ghabbour, a man who rose
from ‘ordinary’ Egyptian to renowned industrial
magnate is by no means ordinary. Its successes,
setbacks  lessons learnt, and  extraordinary
decisions taken, make for fascinating reading.

Watani honours the memory of this grea
man by reviewing his autobiography, written
during winter and spring 2022, his last year on
earth. Muthakiraat Raouf Ghabbour, Khibraat
wa Wassaaya (Memoires of Raouf Ghabbour,
Experiences and Advice) was published by al-Dar
al-Misriya al-Lubnaniya in Cairo, in July 2022.

Thewhy

The book begins with an introduction on why
Dr Ghabbour decided to write his memoirs. He
goes back to meetings in 2013 with two senior
officials in key banks in the UK and Switzerland,
together with a group of Egyptian businessmen.
Attemptsto assessthe aftermath of the tumultuous
post-Arab Spring conditions on Egypt’s economy
led to a prevalent mood of pessimism. But not
for Dr Ghabbour. He firmly believed Egypt
would rise again; he spontaneoudy talked of his
personal experience of turning his companies
from billion-dollars debt near-bankruptcy under
turbulent political conditions, to industrial and
financial strongholds. Once he concluded, he
was unanimoudy asked to write all that down for
future generations. Yet he never did. That is, until
October 2021 when he was flying to the US for
treatment for pancreatic cancer, accompanied by
his eldest son Kamal and a friend. Even though
he was tense and despondent, he started telling
his son about the bold efforts he had done over
the years to develop his companies, which his son
would need to emulate. He ranted on, egged on by
questions from his son and his friend, going into
details such as the time he spent in prison and
the friends he made there. As the flight neared
landing, he had been animatedly talking for some
12 hours. His son smiled at him and said: “Dad,
I feel you're already so much better!” His friend
insisted he should write it all down. “That time,”
Dr Ghabbour said, “I decided I would.”

Roots

Raouf Ghabbour belonged to what he described
as a middle class Coptic family of an Egyptian-
Syrian father and an Egyptian mother. His father
Kamal Ghabbour and his unde Sadeq Ghabbour
were successful traders and had formed their
own company, Ghabbour Brothers, which always
enjoyed an excellent reputation on the market.
Raouf Ghabbour believed he got his love of and
genius for trading from his Syrian ancestors
“People from the Levant are famous for being
excdlent traders” he wrote, “whereas Egyptians
are famous as capable professionals.”

He and his two sisters grew up in the Heliopolis
suburb of Cairo. He went to the prestigious Jesiut
school and graduated with honours, then went
on to study medicine at Ain Shams University
in Cairo. But while in his third year in medical
school he decided againgt practisng medicine a
few unfortunate incidents made him fed he was
not made to be a doctor. Instead, he went into trade
which, very early on, he took to like fish in water.

When Raouf was only seven, his parents
decided to give him a weekly sum of PT15 for
him to learn the value of money. He went to a
confectioner’s shop where a tray-sized basbousa
sold for PT60, and asked to buy a quarter of the
tray. The attendant refused, saying he could only
buy a slice, half a tray, or the full amount. The
boy went home and asked the maid to lend him

(1953 - 2022)

PT15 and he would give her back
PT20 in a few days. She agreed, he
bought a half tray of the delicacy,
cut it into slices, and sold them individually to
other children. His profit? 100 per cent. He paid
back hisloan, and launched alifetime of almost
non-stop trading. By the time he graduated from
university, he already possessed a wealth of
half-a-million Egyptian pounds.

Family business

Following graduation, Raouf went to work with
his father and uncle at Ghabbour Brothers. Even
though he wished to work in the vehicle branch of
thebusiness hewasassgnedtothetyrebranch; the
company was the Egyptian agent of Bridgestone
tyres. He began by learning all the details of the
work, starting with the office and store workers.
Next he went on to study the market requirements
for tyres, singlehandedly creating a much needed
data base that indicated the market could absorb
larger quantities of tyres. His father and uncle were
non-believing, but he managed to prove it to them.
He later got to know that the large order they then
placed with Bridgestone had secured the agency
for Ghabbour Brothers.

Dr Ghabbour goes on to detail difficult times of
huge losses to the family business owing to harsh
economic conditions following the October War
in 1973, and later the assassination of President
Anwar al-Sadat in 1981. Yet he managed, through
sound but innovative moves, to overcome the
losses and turn the company back to profit. There
had been an enormous temptation to flee the
country and turn his back on the hardship, but he
said to himself: “How could you accept to live the
rest of your life a fugitive with a forever damaged
reputation? Never! I'll stay here and fight.”

I ndependent business

Raouf Ghabbour married his wife Ola in 1978.
In 1980, his son Kamal was born. Raouf decided
to leave the family business, where he was just
a well-paid employee, and found one of his own
business. It took off with huge success, bringing in
vast profits. But he also went back to work with the
family business, which wasthenin deep debt, upon
invitation from his father and uncle. His uncle later
handed him over the full control of the company.
Sadeq Ghabbour died in 1988, with Ghabbour
Brothers a thriving business led by his nephew.
Raouf Ghabbour paid him a moving tribute: “He
taught me so much ... he was my uncle, my father,
my leader, and my mentor.”

In 1990, Raouf left Ghabbour Brothers and
struck it out on his own, forming a hugely profitable
business and becoming the agent of Hyundai in
Egypt. He had decided to go into industry and
agriculture, believing them to be a more valuable
legacy to leave for his children.

Timelin prison

In 1991, Raouf Ghabbour was charged with
bribery and detained pending investigation. He
relates in his book how that predicament came
about as he was paying a public servant money for
a plot of agricultural land he had bought from him.
It was a private deal, and part of it was informal,
meaning there were no official documents to back
it, and it looked like a bribe. Raouf was told that
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if he admitted it was a bribe, hed be
freed and the public servant indicted
for accepting the bribe. If not, he
would have to be kept in police custody, in prison,
till it was proved there was no corruption involved.
His lawyer told him they would indeed prove
that, but the prolonged procedures would cost
him some six months in prison. Raouf decided he
could never send an innocent man to prison; he
would go himself until proved innocent.

The chapter on the prison experience makes for
some of the most interesting reading in the book.
Dr Ghabbour relates how his wife and son paid
him a visit and brought him, among other items, a
Bible. It was the first time for him to read the Bible.
He writes of his prison mates, most of whom were
Idamists who had been charged with terrorist
activity. He says that, steering clear of all religious
discussion, they became very good friends, He
tells of the heartwarming relation they enjoyed,
their cooperation, their advice on specific matters,
and their listening to him in “lectures’ they asked
him to deliver to them once they found out how
well informed he was.

Dr Ghabbour writesthat histimein prison made
him read the Bible, attain inner peace, and re-
prioritise his life by resolving to give unadulterated
time to his family. In six months, he was acquitted
and released. It was spring 1992.

Billionsin debt

The 1990s were difficult years for Raouf
Ghabbour. As his business expanded, it became
almost impossible for him to run it as a one-man
show as he had always done. Yet he was ill prepared
to institutionalise it. At the same time, Egypt
was facing fierce attacks by Islamic terrorists,
culminating in the 1997 attack against tourists on
Luxor’s West Bank, that claimed 62 lives. This
incident effectively put an end to tourism, damaged
the economy, and put businesses into huge debt.
Raouf Ghabbour found himsdf in debt to the
tune of one-and-a-half billion Egyptian pounds.
His clients defaulted on their payments, and his
factories halted. Banks were wary of offering
credit, given that five top bank officials had been
arrested and were on trial for corruption. The only
bank that could be persuaded to reschedule Dr
Ghabbour's debt payments was the National Bank
of Egypt, and that only under extremedy harsh
conditions. Dr Ghabbour describes a sleepless
night in 2003 when he re-read the bank’s proposal
and thought about it very carefully. He says that
“if | decided to rgect the proposal, my companies
would go bankrupt which might cost memy health
or my life if | accepted, the chances of restarting
the business were no more than 50 per cent.”
Again, he had been earlier advised by friends to
flee the country as others did; again, he absolutely
rejected the idea. At dawn, he decided to accept
the bank’s proposal.

But first, he took one crucial move: he set aside
the sum needed for the university fees of his three
children: Kamal, Dina, and Nader who were
studying at US universities.

Helping hand from Korea

In 2003, Dr Ghabbour was in negotiations with
Hyundai Motors to produce the Verna model
in Egypt. But they were lame talks because he

knew he did not have the money required to start
production. In January 2004, the new regional
director of Hyundai Motors, based in Dubai,
visited Raouf Ghabbour and asked where matters
stood. Dr Ghabbour candidly told him every
detail about the criss he was facing, how it came
about, and how he was working to overcome it,
even replying to a question about how he secured
his children’s education. The Korean regional
director teared up and promised to do everything
he could to support Dr Ghabbour. The latter later
learned that acomplete picture had been rlayed to
Hyundai in Seoul, with a strong recommendation
to give Ghabbour a year to deliver.

Under conditions of extreme difficulty, the Verna
was produced and launched to a rave reception. Dr
Ghabbour priced it at amost cost price in return
for advanced payment. It worked perfectly, and
was a wild success.

Ever since, GB Auto has been on a path to
success. It has been a public traded company since
2007, and has grown and diversified into financial
services.

Kamal Ghabbour, the eldest son, never wished to
be in the automobile business, and is handling the
agriculture business of the Ghabbour Group.

Dina Ghabbour, married to Sherif Abdel-Nour
and mother of two, was instrumental in the IPO of
Ghabbour Auto, and in institutionalising the firm.
She handles communications and marketing.

Nader Ghabbour worked in the passenger car
business of Ghabbour Auto.

Charity, development

The book’s last chapters tell of Ola Ghabbour
(1960 - 2013), who Raouf describes as tender
loving wife, especially during dark times. He
writes of her charity work with children and the
sick, work which culminated in her founding the
Children’s Cancer Hospital 57357 in Cairo.

He also writes of his own vast work at charity,
which culminated into development endeavours
in the form of establishing technology schools for
secondary school students, to graduate competent,
confident workers skilled at modern technology.
To date, there are five Ghabbour schools, and
expanding.

Handing over

In 2018, Raouf Ghabbour could clearly see hisson
Nader had over the years gathered the required
expertise and sense to become CEO. In March
2021, Raouf Ghabbour resigned and made the
announcement that his son Nader was qualified
to take over. The General Assembly of Ghabbour
Auto approved.

“We left, Nader and I, and headed home. I clicked
my phone to check my email. The first in the list
informed me of my pancreatic cancer diagnosis.
What timing! Just as I handed over to my son!”

Lifewdl lived

In brief, this is how Dr Ghabbour viewed his
life. “T always bet that I would be able to again
get up, no .. to run and race, after I'd fallen. I also
firmly believed in my country; even in the darkest
times I bet on Egypt, and offered her all I could.
Even when advised to flee Egypt because of bleak
outlooks, I never did ... and it was my optimistic
vision of Egypt that finally prevailed.”

The spiritual aspect of Dr Ghabbour's life
may get brief explicit mention in the book,
yet it possesses an unmistakable underlying
significance. He writes of going back to praying
in church following a near-lifetime of being away
from regular worship. The decision came in April
2021 as he lay in a New York hospital, upon
receiving a traditional Palm Sunday hymn sent to
him by Bishop-General Anba Ermiya. It moved
him to tears, carrying him to his early childhood
yearsin church; he hastened to the nearest Coptic
church where he prayed in the fullness of his heart.

“God had never left me; in fact He engineered
every detail in my life for my good. Early on, I
had been sceptical of some of the commandments
of Jesus; specifically ‘whoever slaps you on the
right cheek, turn to him the other also’. But time
revealed to me that what Jesus said epitomised
the greatest of humanitarian values; just look at
Gandhi and Mandel&l

“I thank the Lord for gifting me with prison
and sickness; they brought me closer to Him and
to others ... I know now that He was with me all
through my life; He protected me as a young man;
He rescued me from trouble; and He brought me
nearer to Him. He aided, corrected, and guided me.”
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