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Visite du Patriarche d'Erythrée; biographie de Saint Frumentius

Le samedi 9 juillgt 2022, Sa Sainteté le Pape Tawadros II a recu Abouna Kyrillos,
Patriarche de I'Eglise orthodoxe érythréenne, et la délégation qui l'accompagne.
Le cheeur des diacres les a recus avec les cantiques de "Ephlogi Minos" et de "Ek Izmarout".

Le Pape a prononcé un discours de bienvenue a son héte

et a la delégation qui I'accompagnait, d'autant plus qu'il s'agit
de sa premiere visite en tant que patriarche de I'Erythree.
Il a exprimé sa joie d'ouvrir une nouvelle page avec I'Eglise
érythréenne, souhaitant que les relations entre les deux églises
soeurs se renforceraient sous I'égide de Saint-Marc I'Apétre,
qui a fondé I'Eglise copte au premier siecle apres J.-C. Sa Sainteté
a souligné que nous envisageons l'avenir avec une vision
large et que I'Eglise copte est préte a aider sa sceur, I'Eglise
érythréenne, a tous les niveaux. Il a également souhaité
que les enfants de I'Fglise érythréenne du monde entier s'unissent
sous I'égide de leur église sous la direction de Sa Sainteté
le Patriarche "Abouna Kyrillos". Il a conclu que son message
a tous les enfants de I'Eglise érythréenne est d'oublier le passé
et de s'étendre vers le futur

Pour sa part, Sa Sainteté le Patriarche Abouna Kyrillos, a remercié
le Pape Tawadros Il pour son amour et son accueil chaleureux,
et a exprimé son bonheur de rendre visite & I'Eglise copte,
notant que I'Eglise érythréenne a traversé une période difficile
et a su la surmonter en paix. Mgr Abouna Basilios, membre
de la délégation érythréenne, a ensuite prononcé un discours
affectueunx.

Sa Sainteté le pape Tawadrros a offert a son héte une "croix faite
a main" réalisée selon le style copte par des moines coptes, ainsi
qu'une icbne copte "Theotokos" réalisée par 'une des religieuses
coptes. Il a remis une icne copte a chaque membre de la délégation
érythréenne.

Sa Sainteté le Patriarche érythréen a de son coté remis au Pape
une faucille en bois contenant un exemplaire de la Bible, en plus
de la biographie de Saint Frumentius "Abouna Salama", le premier
évéque d'Abyssinie.

Ensuite, une photo commeémorative a été prise du Pape Tawadros I,
d’Abouna Kyrillos et des membres des délégations copte et énythreenne.

Apres la rencontre avec Sa Sainteté le Pape Tawadros,
Abouna Kyrillos et la délégation érythréenne ont tenu a visiter
le sanctuaire de Saint-Marc I'Apbtre, Saint-Athanase I'Apostolique
et la cathédrale Saint-Marc & Abbassiya. Apres cela, une session
de pourparlers a eu lieu entre les délégations copte et érythréenne
pour discuter d'un certain nombre d'arrangements spéciaux

A noter que lors de son élection, le patriarche Kyrillos s'est souvenu
des paroles du pape Kyrillos (Cyrille) VI. de sa Mere I'Eglise copte,
"La priere est tout, et sans la priere nous perdons tout."
Ceci étant dit, continuons a prier quotidiennement pour notre
Eglise et notre pays. En tant que membres du corps du Christ,
soyons également actifs dans le service. Servir notre frere
et notre sceur, notre voisin, et nos peres et meres. Il y a tant
de fagons de servir en utilisant les talents que Dieu nous a accordés

Il est bon de savoir a cet égard que Saint Frumentius était encore
enfant, lorsque le philosophe romain Mérope, son oncle, lemmena,
lui et son frere Edése, dans un voyage qu'il fit en Ethiopie.
Son voyage achevé, il s'embarqua pour revenir dans sa patrie.
Le navire qui le portait avec ses neveux s‘arréta dans un certain

port pour y faire les provisions nécessaires a I'équipage.

Les barbares du pays pillerent le navire, et passerent au fil
de I'épée tous ceux qui le montaient. Frumentius était alors
assis sur le rivage, sous un arbre, avec son frére, et préparait
sa legon. Les barbares eurent pitié de leur innocence,
de leur candeur et de leur beauté et les conduisirent a leur roi.
Le souverain éthiopien s'intéressa & leur sort et prit un soin
particulier de leur éducation; il fit Edése son échanson,
et Frumentius son trésorier et son secrétaire d'Etat.

Etant prés de mourir, il leur donna la liberté; mais la reine
les pria de rester et de continuer a l'aider de leurs conseils
jusqu'a ce que I'héritier du tréne fit en dge de régner. Frumentius
profita de son autorité pour disposer ce peuple a recevoir
la connaissance de I'Evangile, et fit batir une église pour
les réunions des nouveaux Chrétiens.

Quand le prince eut atteint sa majorité, Frumentius résigna
entre ses mains I'administration du royaume et demanda
la permission de retourner dans sa patrie.

Arrivé a Alexandrie, il alla trouver Saint Athanase, lui raconta

Le Pape Tawadros accueillant chaleureusement le patriarche d'Erythrée

son histoire, lui parla de la chrétienté naissante de I'Ethiopie,
des bonnes dispositions de ses habitants, et le supplia
d'envoyer un évéque et des prétres pour travailler a la conversion
du peuple entier. Athanase, plein de joie et d'admiration,
lui dit: «Qui mieux que vous peut accomplir cette ceuvre?»
Il 'éleva promptement au Sacerdoce et a I'épiscopat et I'envoya
precher I'Evangile.

L'Evéque fut accueilli avec bonté par le roi Ezana, qui se convertit
et aida lui-méme a éclairer la nation entiere. Frumentius fit batir
de nombreuses églises. Ses miracles ne contribuérent pas peu
au succes de sa mission. i

Frumentius a établi le premier monastere d'Ethiopie, appelé
Dabba Selama a Dogu'a Tembien. Les gens l'appelaient
Frumentius Kesate Birhan (Révélateur de Lumiere) et Abba
Salama (Peére de la Paix). Il est devenu le premier Abouna,
titre donné au chef de I' Eglise éthiopienne .

Vers 356, I'empereur Constance Il écrivit au roi Ezana et
a son frere Saizana , leur demandant de remplacer Frumentius
comme évéque par Theophilos I'Indien , qui soutenait la position

Icone de Saint Frumentius du Musée
du patriarcat éthiopien, Addis-Abeba

arienne, tout comme l'empereur. Frumentius avait été nommé
par Athanase, un des principaux opposants a l'arianisme.
Le roi a refusé la demande.

Il eut a souffrir des menées des hérétiques ariens, qui cherchérent
& nuire a son apostolat ; mais il demeura toujours invincible
champion de la Foi de Nicée et eut I'honneur d'étre appelé
par le grand Athanase : Pere du Salut.

Le saint Evéque continua dédifier I’Egl/se dEth/ople par ses discours,
ses vertus et ses miracles, jusqu'a sa mort, & I'age d'environ
cent ans.

Les traditions éthiopiennes lui attribuent la premiére traduction
de Ge'ez du Nouveau Testament et son implication dans
le développement du script Ge'ez d'un abjad (consonantique
uniquement) a un abugida (syllabique).

Frumentius est fété le 27 décembre par I'Eglise orthodoxe
éthiopienne, le 20 juillet par I'Eglise catholique, le 30 novembre
par [Eglise orthodoxe, et le 18 décembre par les Eglises orthodoxes
orientales.
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Earlier this month, the House of Representatives—the lower house of
Egypt’s Parliament—approved a bill presented by the government concerning
the partial waiving of overdue charges, additional tax, interest and suchlike
penalties on non-criminal financial violations.

A House committee formed by the planning and budgeting committee and
the bureau for constitutional and legidative affairsissued areport highlighting
the bill’s raison d’étre and objectives. The report explained that the Ministry
of Finance, while keen on improving monetary performance and collecting
all dues to the State treasury, looks to boost tax revenue of principal taxes,
fees, penalties or additional taxes, even as it eases the burden on taxpayers
and adheresto its current policy of limiting and swiftly resolving tax disputes,
the objective being to build trust between tax authorities and taxpayers. The
government is moreover keen on alleviating the financial and tax burdens
bruising the businesscommunity on account of the current extraordinary global
situation which reflects on the Egyptian economy, stressing out businesses and
compounding financial distress.

The bill presented to the House of Representatives suggested waiving 50
per cent of the overdue charges and additional tax stipulated by the current
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On tax relief law Youssef Sidhom

law, provided the taxpayer pays the principal tax before the new law goesin
action. The remaining 50 per cent of overdue charges would be paid over six
months that begin on the date the law goes into action. We are still waiting
for the official Gazette to publish the text of the law passed by the House of
Representatives, and the bylaws to be issued by the Minister of Finance to
specify the details of the implementation of the law. Until then, I would like to
jot my remarks on the law.

The percentage of the overdue charges and additional tax to be waived
by the tax authorities still hinges on the final draft of the law. The bill
presented by the government suggested a 50 per cent waiver, whereas news
circulated following passage of the law said it had been raised to 65 per
cent. Experts have suggested waiving the entire overdue charges, given
the financial distress and increasing burdens shouldered by businesses and
economic entities addressed by this law.

The law stipulates waiving a percentage of the overdue charges in case the
taxpayer pays all overdue taxes before a certain deadline. Yet the law makes no
difference between a taxpayer whose legal financial statements reveal profits,
and another whose business suffers losses. In the first case, partial waiving

justice requires the waiver of the entire overdue charge.

of the overdue tax charges could fulfil tax justice. But in the second case, tax

If it is not possible to waive the full amount of the overdue charge, whether
for all taxpayers addressed by thislaw, or for those whose businesses suffer
losses, why not create a progressive rate for overdue charges as in case of
progressive income tax rates that increase with the increase of taxpayer’'s
income bracket? In case the law stipulates a 50 per cent waiver of overdue
charges, will the purpose and spirit of the law be served by placing on
equal footing a taxpayer who owes EGP100,000 to be reduced by 50 per
cent to EGP50,000, and another with a EGP1 million debt to be reduced
to EGP500,000? I believe that if we are serious about serving the spirit of
the law, a progressive rate list of overdue charges should be drawn. The
lower percentage of waiver should be granted to the lesser penalties, to be
gradually increased on successive brackets of all taxpayers.

I hope the Minister of Finance and the tax authorities would consider
these suggestions, with the aim of steadying production and economic
institutions, and preserving their investments, businesses, and the job
opportunities they secure.

. Tutankbamun's

——

big shrine
‘moved to Grand

i Coyptian
YYuseum

The Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM) which is expected to
open by year-end 2022, has received the first and largest shrine
of the boy king Tutankhamun who was nine years old when
he ascended the throne of Egypt, and reigned for another nine
years from 1332 to 1323BC. The boy king’s funerary collection
was the star display at the Egyptian Museum in Tahrir Square,
Cairo, until it was decided to move the collection to GEM.

Boy king'streasure

Tutankhamun was not one of Egypt’s great kings, but is
in modern times among the most famous on account of his
tomb and funerary treasure which were discovered intact in
the Valley of the Kings in Luxor West Bank. Discovery of the
still sealed tomb by Howard Carter in November 1922 caused
a sensation, nothing so complete had ever been found before.

Tutankhamun was buried in a sarcophagus placed inside a
set of four gilded wooden shrines, each successively bigger
than the other, built of cedar wood held with tenons of oak,
Christ’s Thorn wood and bronze. The cedar wood was covered
inside and outside with gold adorned with faience inscribed
with reliefs of underworld deities.

The outermost shrine was the first artefact Howard Carter
set eyes on when he entered Tutankhamun’s tomb upon its
discovery in 1922. It measures 5.08 x 3.28 x 2.75 metres.

The fourth, smallest shrine, as well as the third and second

to GEM. The first, outermost and biggest shrine
was the last to be moved to GEM where it will

Sanaa’ Farouk

process that took around a year to complete.

be placed in its permanent display location

alongside the three other shrines, each in a separate glass
case, in state-of-the-art museological display. The glass cases
feature a controlled environment of temperature, humidity,
and lighting; also audio visual information.

At GEM, the Tutankhamun collection will be dazzlingly
displayed in galleries that stretch over 7200 square metres
of space. Al-Tayeb Abbas, Assistant Minister of Tourism and
Antiquities for Archaeological Affairs at the GEM, says that,
so far, 95 per cent of the Tutankhamun collection has been
already placed in the place allotted to them at GEM.

Dismantling, transfer, reassembly

According to Atef Moftah, Supervisor-General of GEM
and the surrounding area, the process of dismantling and
transferring the shrine took eight days of arduous work, and
that the shrine would be reassembled in its glass case in the
upcoming few days.

Moamen Osman, Head of the Museums Sector at the Ministry
of Antiquities, explained that the shrine was transferred under
strict security measures by the Tourism and Antiquities Police,
and under supervision of the restorers and museum curators.

Before the transfer, the shrine had been restored, fortified, and

Eissa Zaidan, general Manager of Restoration
and Transfer of Antiquities at GEM said that
the shrine was dismantled into 20 pieces, and reassembled
using the same techniques used by ancient Egyptians. Each
piece was wrapped separately and placed ininner and external
boxes using acid-free materials.

Egypt’'s GEM

It has not been yet confirmed when exactly the GEM
would open. Its foundation stone was laid by President Hosni
Mubarak in 2002. Proclaimed as the largest archaeologist
museum in the world, the museum was conceived as amodern
repository for Egypt’s ancient treasures. It is built on an area of
120 acres of land, about two kilometres from the Pyramids of
Giza, and is a major landmark of the new master plan for the
plateau with which it was designed to blend.

It has been built at a cost of roughly a billion dollars, partly
funded through a USD300 million-grant from Japan; the
Egyptian government is funding the project with USD147
million, and the remainder is funded through donations and
international organisations. When completed, the museum
will have the capacity to display 100,000 artefacts.

The GEM is envisaged as a cultural complex of activities
devoted to Egyptology and will contain 24,000sq.m of

and education facilities, a large conservation centre and
extensive gardens.

M aster pieces

Among many other antiquity artefacts, the GEM will house
the Tutankhamun collection which had graced the Egyptian
Museum in Tahrir Square, Cairo.

The museum will also host King Khufu’s (c. 2575—c. 2465
BC) solar boats that had rested for some 4,000 years in a pit
at the foot of the Great Pyramid. The solar boat was the barge
believed to carry the soul of the deceased into the realm of
eternity. Khufu’s two solar boats were found in 1950s. The
ropes hinding the wooden pieces that formed the boat had
disintegrated, but the wooden components were found intact,
lying close to one another.

One boat was restored and reconstructed, and was placed
in a museum built by the Japanese in 1985 a few metres away
from where the boat was found on the southern side of the
pyramid. It was relocated to GEM in August 2021. The second
boat is still being reassembled.

The colossus of Ramses the Great was the first major artefact
to enter the permanent collection area of the GEM in 2018.
The 3,200 year old statue of Ramses II, which once stood tall
in Ramses Square, in central Cairo, up until 2006 before it was
moved to the GEM, now towers in the museum’s foyer, with

bigger ones had already been moved from the Tahrir museum
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During a recent Board of Governors meeting with Prime Minister

Lillian Nabil

out in Alexandria, Damietta, Giza and Cairo in partnership with

Mostafa Madbouly, Governor of Dumyat (Damietta) Manal Mikhail
Awad gave a presentation on the Safe City project launched in the
town of Ezbet al-Borg, Damietta, in June 2021.

The Safe Cities and Safe Public Places Free from Violence project is being
implemented in cooperation with the UN and the National Council for Women,
and with support from the Netherlands. The project aims at creating a decent
space for women and girls in the community.

Inclusive and accessible

Ezbet al-Borg is located approximately 15km northeast of Damietta and
close to Misr Public Library. Over an area of 1000 sq.m, the women-friendly
space in Ezbet al-Borg is designed to be an inclusive and accessible public
area for community projects and a space for local women entrepreneurs to
showcase their products and market them to the local community of Ezbet
al-Borg, and to the general public visiting the Misr Public Library, which
the space surrounds. The space was designed based on a community needs
assessment and through a participatory approach involving women and men
from the local community, and the integration of the principles of gender
equality and the empowerment of women.

Ezbet al-Borg women-friendly space was created as part of UN Women’s
global initiative, Safe Cities and Safe Public Spaces for Women and Girls
which aims to ensure that women and girls are socially, economically, and
politically empowered in public spaces that are free from sexual harassment and
other forms of violence against women and girls. Egypt has been one of the
founding countries for the programme since 2012 and the model has been rolled

the National Council for Women to support implementation of the
objectives of the National Strategy for the Empowerment of Egyptian
Women 2030. This multi-stakeholder global initiative has grown to include 50
cities and continues to achieve positive results with its partners.

Recommended for all Egypt

During her presentation of the Safe Cities project to the Board of
Governors, Dr Awad explained the reason behind the selection of Ezbet al-
Borg specifically to be a Safe City. She said that most men of the city work
in fishing and are constantly away from home, and often exposed to accidents
such as drowning. This puts their wives in the position of having to handle
their families on their own. Dr Awad said that the women of Ezbet al-Borg
were provided with tools for processing, packaging and packing the fish.

During the past year, the governor said, two literacy classes were opened in
Ezbet al-Borg, in which 220 women enrolled. Also 12 exhibitions were held to
market the products produced by Ezbet al-Borg’s women. Dr Awad said a number
of projects have been implemented for children including courses in computers,
English and French, and courses to enhance the children’s drawing skills and
Arabic calligraphy. A scouts team was formed, and workshops and competitions
in various fields were held, including games and public and environmental
awareness.

Following the presentation, Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly applauded the
effort made on the project which was awarded the UNESCO Learning Cities
Award in 2021. The Premier conveyed the President’s directives to implement
Ezbet al-Borg experience in all Egyptian governorates.

permanent exhibition space, a children's museum, conference

the museum building surrounding it.

Al-Arish Copts.

Predicament resolved

The predicament of al-Arish Copts who were
faced with the hard choice of losing half their
income or risking death has been finally resolved
by the Governor of North Sinai.

Some two months ago, these Copts had appealed to the Prime Minister to
look into a decision by the Governor which entailed a huge cut in their pay. Now
Governor Mohamed Abdel-Fadil Shousha has rescinded that decision.

Nader Shukry

The Copts in question used to live in the North Sinai town of al-Arish, some
50km east of the Egypt Gaza border. They had been forced to exit their hometown
in February 2017 among some 200 Coptic families, in the wake of the murder of
six Copts in the space of three weeks at the hand of Islamic Jihadis. Jihadis had
also threatened that any Copt who remained in town would meet the same fate.

The Copts left to various places in Egypt where they tried to build new lives.
Two who attempted a return to their hometown a year later were promptly killed.

Arishis who had been employed in their hometown by the government—most
were employed as teachers or staff with the Ministry of Education—remained
onitspayroll, working in equivalent jobsin schools at their new destinations and
receiving the salaries they used to get paid in Arish.

Last May, Governor Shousha ordered that the Copts who were not working in
Arish should no longer hold their jobs there or be on the Arish payroll, but should
be officially assigned to jobs in their current locations. The decision meant a
substantial cut in pay for the Copts, since the pay for working in Arish carries
bigger benefits and compensations than in other places in Egypt.

The decision brought on an outcry among the Coptic employees who said they
never left Arish of their own free will, but were forced to do so on account of the
terror attacks and threats against them. They cited the fact that Arish has not yet
been declared safe by the Armed Forces who alone can make such adeclaration;
in fact attacks by Jihadis are still ongoing.

In a statement released on 29 June 2022 by the governorate of North Sinai,
Governor Shousha announced that Copts on Arish payroll but working
commissioned to jobs outside Arish do not have to return to their previous jobs
in Arish, but may continue in their current jobs and get paid their Arish salaries,
provided they present a periodic document from their place of work proving their
situation. The statement explained that the decision comes to protect them from
any harm and preserve their family stability.

Arish Copts responded by expressing their relief at the governor’s decision,
pointing out that they fully appreciate the State's effortsin its war against terror
in North Sinai. They expressed their gratitude to the Church for supporting them
in their plight, and particularly thanked Anba Pimen, head of the Church’s Crisis
Management Committee. They also extended their gratitude to the President,
Prime Minister, Minister of Local Development and the North Sinai Governor
for their efforts to find an answer to their problem.
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