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L’icone de

la Nativité

L'icone de la Nativité s'inspire, pour sa typologie,
du récit de Saint Luc et du Kontakion de la Nativiteé,
de Saint Romain le Mélode (VI s.). Voici ce que nous dit I'Evangéliste:
«Pendant qu’ils étaient a Bethléem, le jour de la naissance arriva.
Elle mit au monde un fils, son premier-né. Elle I’enveloppa de langes
et le coucha dans une creche, parce qu’il n’y avait pas de place pour
eux dans l’abri destiné aux voyageurs.» (Luc, 2, 6-7)

[

icbne de la Nativité icbne du Monastére de IAnnonciation
de Patmos, petite ile grecque; selon l'explication donnée
par Marie Lavie, formée aux Beaux-Arts
a Paris puis & Venise et Rome, Marie Lavie travaille
depuis I'an 2000 a Paris et a Patmos, en Grece.
Elle se consacre a la peinture de paysage et a liconographie
byzantine.

Au centre de l'icbne, nous trouvons la représentation
de la créche, dans la grotte, et de la Mere de Dieu:
«en ce jour la Vierge met au monde le Sur-essentiel
et la terre abrite en une grotte I'lnaccessible» (in Kontakion
de la Nativité).

L’ane et le boeuf ne sont pas décrits dans les Evangiles,
c’est dans I'Ancien Testament, dans les prophéties
d’Habacuc (Hab, Ill, 2) et d'Isaie (Is, |, 3), qu’ils apparaissent
(Hab, Ill, 2) et (Is, 1, 3).

Autour de cette scéne principale s’organisent d’autres
scenes, que l'on lira de gauche a droite, dans un mouvement
circulaire qui se déroule autour de la scene centrale.

En haut a gauche, nous voyons les rois mages, habillés
comme des Persans, c’est a dire comme ceux qui
vénerent les astres. Les rois mages sont en chemin,
guidés par I'Etoile, et viennent vénérer le roi de I'Univers:
«et les mages avec I'Etoile cheminent» (in Kontakion).

A droite, nous trouvons les bergers: «Dans cette méme
région, il y avait des bergers qui passaient la nuit

dans les champs pour garder leur troupeau. Un ange
du Seigneur leur apparut et la gloire du Seigneur
les entoura de Lumiere. lls eurent alors trés peur.
Mais l'ange leur dit: N'ayez pas peur, car je vous apporte
une bonne nouvelle qui réjouira beaucoup ftout le peuple:
cette nuit dans la ville de David, est né, pour vous,
un Sauveur; c’est le Christ, le Seigneur.

Et voici le signe qui vous le fera reconnaitre:
vous trouverez un petit enfant enveloppé de langes et
couché dans une creche.» (in Luc, 2, 8-11)

La scéne du bain, en bas a droite n’a pas d’origine
littéraire. Le bain montre la nature humaine du Christ.

Un vieil homme se trouve en bas a gauche. On interprete
cette scéne comme étant le doute de Joseph,
mais a l'origine, ce personnage était un des bergers,
il écoutait la bonne nouvelle apportée par les anges.
Peu a peu ce personnage s’est déplacé pour occuper
la place qu’on lui connait, car 'icbne ne s’est pas faite
en un jour, les premiéres représentations de la Nativité
remontent au début du IVs.

L’icéne de la Nativité se compose donc de cinq scenes
Juxtaposées: les rois mages, les anges et les bergers,
le lavement, Joseph, la Mere de Dieu et I'enfant.

Bon Noél a tous!
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“Happy New Year ... Merry Christmas’

With these words we embark on our new year, with good
wishes and prayers for the Lord to preserve our EgQypt,
guard her against all evil, and bless her people.

As we contemplate the past year, we find that we can do
no better than to thank the Lord for His tender love and
kindness, and His generous care that brought usto this hour
inwhich we celebrate His coming to our world. In so doing,
He carried to us amessage of love and peace, as sung by the
angels. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
goodwill towards men”.

| say this even as | live the aftermath of the
harsh experience | underwent last year: that of losing my
wife, Amira, who was my life partner, love, and friend.
But this was the good will of God and His fatherly

Wrapped in the tender love of the Father

Youssef Sidhom

care. His overflowing grace inundated me, so that I was
immersed in a sense of complete acceptance of His
will. His peace gave me the comfort and strength to go
through the journey of pain, loss, and deprivation. Now
| have the inner joy of knowing for certain that | have a
special intercessor who is free of the pains of thisworld,
and who prays for me in Heaven.

My good wishesfor ablessed Christmas go to thefaithful,
wise pastor Pope Tawadros II, Patriarch of the Coptic
Orthodox Church; and to al Metropolitans, Bishops,
priests, servants, and congregation of the Church. My good
wishes also go to the Heads of the Catholic and Evangelical
Churchesin Egypt, and to their priests and congregations. |
pray to God to stretch His healing, loving hand to bless our
land and her good people.

Christ is Born, let us glorify Him

Christ from heaven, let us go out to meet Him

Moving Forward

My Beloved, the Blessed Children of the Holy Church,

It is with great joy that | wish you a blessed Feast of
the Nativity of our Lord, God, and Saviour Jesus Chrig,
aswell as a blessed New Year. May our Lord give us the
blessings of His Holy Nativity and grant us ajoyful, holy,
and blessed New Year.

Our cdebration of the Feast of the Nativity is actually
the celebration of the Mystery of the Incarnation of our
Lord Jesus Chrig. It isthe mystery of the Divine humility,
in which Chrig made Himsdf of no reputation for
our salvetion. In his Epigtle to the Philippians, S Paul
explained the mystery of Christ emptying Himsdf and
wrote “ Let thismind bein you which wasalsoin Christ
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider
it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself
of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant,
and coming in the likeness of men. And being found

His Eminence
Metropolitan Serapion

Heisableto aid thosewho aretempted” (Hebh. 2:18).

5. Togive usthemode of true service. Although Heis
the Magter, Teacher, and L ord, yet, He washed the feet of
Hisdisciples, aswritten, “ Sowhen He had washed their
feet, taken His garments and sat down again, He said
to them, ‘Do you know what | have done to you? You
call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so |
am. If | then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
For I havegiven you an example, that you should do as
| have doneto you” (Jn 13: 1215-). Also, Christ taught
them that, “ For even the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve and to give Hislifearansom for

many” (Mk 10:43).

My Beloved,
Our true cdebration of the Mysery of the

Incarnation, which is the mystery of Christ emptying

in appearance as a man, He humbled Himsdlf and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death
of thecross. Therefore, God also has highly exalted Him and given Him
the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of thosein heaven, and of those on earth, and of those
under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
isLord, totheglory of God the Father” (Phil 2: 511-).

The mystery of Christ emptying Himsef meansthat God the Word, Who
is of one essence with the Father, accepted, in the fullness of time to be
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Holy Virgin Mary, and became Man
for our salvation. Although He is True God, yet He accepted to become
Man, perfect in His divinity and perfect in His humanity. Therefore, we
praise and glorify God, because His Incarnation was for our salvation, and
we say in the Thursday Theotokia of the Midnight Praises, “He did not
cease to be divine He became the Son of Man, while Heisthe True God,
Who came and saved us”

For our salvation, God the Word emptied Himsdf and He accepted:

1 To become poor, athough Heis rich and the source of all richness as
S Paul wrote, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, that
though Hewasrich, yet for your sakesHe became poor, that you through
His poverty might becomerich” (2 Cor 8.9).

2. To become sin, even though He is the Most Holy One and is the only
One without sin, as written, “ For He made Him who knew no sin to be
sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” 2
Cor 521

3. To become a curse, though He is the source of all blessng. In order
to save us from the curse of the Law, “ Christ has redeemed us from the
curse of the law, having become a cursefor us, for it iswritten, ‘Cursed
iseveryonewho hangson atree” (Gal 313).

4. Toalow Satantotempt Him, although HeistheHoly One, Whoisfeared
by thedevils But, inorder tolead usto the path of victory over temptations,
the Gospel explains, “ For in that He Himsalf hassuffered, being tempted,

Himsdf, liesin how we learn to empty ourselves and
imitate our Good Lord in serving others. We ought
to understand that true greatness is revealed in service with sacrifice and
sdf-denial. When the disciples argued amongst themselves about who is
the grestest, Chrigt taught them and led them to the path of true greatness,
“If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all”
(Mk 9:35). In the story of the rich man and Lazarus the rich man lived
luxurioudy, aswritten, “ Therewasa certain rich man whowasclothedin
purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day” (Lk 16:19). The
rich man was absorbed in the comfort of hislifeand did not step outsdethe
spohere of his own sdf-interest. Therefore, he could not notice Lazarus the
beggar, and the Gospd tdls us “But there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, full of sores whowaslaid at hisgate, desiring to befed with the
crumbswhich fdl from therich man’stable” (Lk 16: 2021-). In the end,
when the rich man died, he went to Hades and was tormented; his earthly
luxuries and riches could not save him, because they were all temporal. On
the other hand, in the Parable of the Good Samaritan we see a different
example. The Samaritan exemplified true service and cared for the man,
who “fell among thieves who stripped him of his clothing, wounded
him, and departed, leaving him half dead” (Lk. 10:30). Wheress, both
the priest and the L evite passed by the wounded man and ignored him, the
Samaritan imitated Christ by emptying himself of the hatred that existed
between the Jaws and the Samaritans and cared for the wounded man.

We ask God to help us so we can imitate our Good Lord and serve one
another with humility and sdf-denial.

We pray for the peace of our Holy Orthodox Church and our beloved
father, H.H. Pope Tawadros| 1.

Wishing you many happy returns.

His Eminence Metropolitan Sergpion is Metropolitan of the Coptic
Orthodox Diocese of Los Angdes.

ThelLordisborn! Let usglorify Him! Let usglorify the
incarnate and eternal Word of God!

Aswerefer to St Mary as the burning bush, know that you,
too, are a candle enflamed with the same Holy Fire. You have a
mission. You have a purpose. Understand the path from where
you came and consider the motivation behind the choices you
make each day. Commit your future to the One who holdsiit.

We would be amiss if we only thought that the pandemic of
this era is merely a fleeting virus with cumbersome impositions.
There are no coincidences with God. From the beginning of
creation until His Second Coming, each of you has a special
place and a significant purpose. Do not think that you are outside
the realm of His apogtles, evangdists, disciples, or servants. You
are His precious child. If you are near to Him, you know that
He holds your hand and carries you when you tire, and fills your
heart with joy and gratitude regardless of circumstances. If you
arefar, know that Heis searching for you, whether at the height
of vain glory or at the lowest valley of despair. He knocks and
knocks knowing that the void in your soul can never be filled
without Him. He knows the time is near when you will no

His Grace
Bishop Youssef

longer be able to taste His goodness and your journey will not lead you to His everlasting kingdom.
You have many choices, but selfish ambitions will never avail to anything. Time moves in one
direction only and that time is the time when you will leave this world. Any a wise traveller
prepares a sack with some belongings for the journey. What isin yours? The martyrs will enter
heaven bearing their hardships and sufferings for the sake of Christ, and the righteouswill enter
bearing their virtues in the name of Christ. No one else will enter. What does your visa say?

Permit? Deny?

The parable of the wise and foolish virgins illustrates this avesome and fearful night that
resulted in two drastically different outcomes. All ten began at the same threshold. They had
faith, but shelved faith is unacceptable, because faith requires action. One of the most comforting
words people say when someone departs is, “He was ready,” or “She was prepared.” Thisis
often followed by examples of their readiness and preparedness. Then, with confidence, they
proclaim, “They are celebrating the Nativity Feast this year in the Paradise of Joy with Saint
Mary and the angels and saints before the throne of God,” followed by, “We will meet again in
heaven.” These are not words of sympathy but a celebration of alife well lived.

What will they say about you? Perhaps the overwhelming presence of this aggressive and
relentlessvirusisto remind usthat lifeisfragile and movesin only one direction alongside time.
Only you can decide how to prepare your soul and to where your journey will ultimately lead.

The glorious Nativity Feast is a constant reminder that it is time to move forward from the
misery of sin and the shadow of death to the joy of repentance, forgiveness, restoration, peace,
and eternal life. | wish you all the happiness and blessings of the Nativity Feast and a healthy
and prosperous New Year. We pray, beseeching the intercessions of the Ever-Virgin St. Mary,
Archangel Gabriel and all the angels, St John the Baptist and the prayers of all the saints, and
the prayers of our blessed and beloved patriarch, His Holiness Pope Tawadros I1. May the Lord

protect and keep him for us for many years and peaceful times.

“Glory to God in the highest,
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14)
God hless you.

His Grace Bishop Youssef is Bishop
of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of the Southern United States.

Fundamentalist calls to boycott Christmas defied with social media Christmas posts and public celebration

As mogt Egyptians Mudims and Christians alike, set out

between brothers. Yes, there are evil ones

Glittering Christmas in Cairo &

celebrating Christian and Mudlim feasts

In the public sphere, Christmas trees and decorations fill

to celebrate Christmas and New Year as they are used to
with the traditional Christmas trees, decoration, and music;
fundamentalist voices rose on social media condemning
Mudims who took part in such celebrations, and requiring
them to refrain from doing so. The more extremist among
these voices—among them the retired young actress Hanan
Turk who donned the Idamic veil (higab) and announced
she “repented” acting—called upon Mudims not to engage
in Christmas fegtivities and not to take photos beside the
Christmastree, because Christmaswent againgt Idamic belief.

Many figures in the theatre and cinema fields retaliated
by posting remarks critical of the fundamentalist calls, or
photographs of themselves with friends and family beside
Christmas trees.

Actor Murad Makram called on all Egyptians to go on

alike, asistheir custom. Muslims are known
to celebrate Christmas and New Year, and

Nader Shukry
Sheri Abdel-Massih

among us, but the mgority are good, and
thisis the secret of the sparkle Egypt holds

Copts celebrate Ramadan and Mulid al-
Nabi (the Prophet Muhammad's Birth).
Makram wrote in scathing sarcasm: “Mudims, don't you
place Christmas trees in your homes Don't celebrate the
New Year! This is heretical. Christians, don't you hang
Ramadan lanterns in your homes, and don't eat Mulid
sweetd As to Egyptian feasts such as the Spring feast of
Sham al-Nessim, celebrating them is apostasy! Now, what
would the next step be? Don't you talk to one another, don't
buy from or sell to one another, then hate each other and set
Egypt on fire!

“To those who promote divison | say: You'll never
succeed. We've been living together for 1400 years, we
love one another, we have our disputes but they are disputes

no matter what.”

Among the stars photographed in front of Christmas
trees have been Elham Shahin and Laila Elwi who posted a
photo of the two of them in front of a Christmas tree. Elwi
posted a photo of herself with her family around the tree,
with the message: “Enjoy a blessed Christmas with your
family, friends, and loved ones’.

Another widely popular star, the Egyptian Tunisian
Hind Sabry stood by a Christmas tree and posted: “Have a
glorious Christmas ... let your hearts shine bright.”

Asfor the actor Ahmad Hatem who was born on Christmas
Day 1987, he posted a photo of himsdf in front of adecorated
tree, with the caption: “34 years ... Glorious Christmas’.

hotels, malls, and even the smaller shops everywhere.

Egypt's main cities have lighted and decorated Christmas
trees in not a fewv main sguares Heiopaliss Korba
neighbourhood features a big one as wel as Chrismas
decorations and lights all over its buildings The Cairo
northern district of Shubra glitters in Christmas lights, trees,
and decoration, with Christian and Muslim residents flocking
in droves to buy Chrigmas paraphernalia Satellite towns
around Cairo, such as Sheikh Zayed in thewest and Tagammu
al-Khamis in the east have sparkling trees and decoration
al around. And the Baron Empain's Palace in Heliopolis
features a huge Christmas tree that can be seen from afar, and
has hosted morning and evening fetivities and shows on its
grounds on 24 and 25 December 2021 Families took their
children to spend fun days there at very affordable tickets. It
was “Merry Christmas’ for everyone.
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