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Christine Arida, ingénieure égyptienne,
a I'exposition de 'UNESCO «Résilience Créativen

Christine Arida est une femme égyptienne qui a étudié l'ingénierie des communications, et aprés avoir obtenu
son diplome en1992, elle a travaillé avec un groupe de scientifiques, de chercheurs et de_jeunes au Centre d'information
du Conseil des ministres, groupe en charge d’introduire ’Egypte dans le monde de I’Internet. Arida a vécu une expérience
dure et réussie et a consacré tout son temps et ses efforts a son travail. Elle a ainsi occupé le poste
de présidente du département de la planification stratégique de I’Autorité centrale de régulation
des communications. Cependant, elle conservait un amour pour ’art, la beauté et les couleurs.

Lorsque la pandémie du Coronavirus a surgi, forcant

tout le monde a rester entre les murs des maisons dans
une isolation totale du danger de I'épidémie, ses beaux sens
artistiques ont émergé. Elle saisit le pinceau et les couleurs,
créant et dessinant une peinture aprés l'autre inspirées
toutes de la vie chaleureuse avec le mari et les enfants,
avec amour et affection sans préoccupations ni barrieres,
et les peintures ont ainsi été réalisées avec une perspective humaine.

L'opportunité s'est présentée a elle alors qu'elle faisait
ses premiers pas dans le créneau des arts plastiques lorsque
l'ingénieur Ziad Abdel Tawab, rapporteur de la commission
Culture numérique au ministere de la Culture I'a invitée a participer
a un concours annoncé par I'UNESCO pour la créativité
des travailleuses.

L’appel a la candidature pour l'exposition lancée par 'UNESCO
était intitulée "Résilience Créative — L’art par des Femmes
de Science en réponse a la pandémie”

L’'UNESCO avait organisé cette exposition pour présenter
les travaux artistiques des femmes de science, sur la réaction
et la lutte contre la pandémie de la COVID-19. Les ceuvres
d’art capturent a la fois la douleur et I'espoir, et offrent une nouvelle
lecture des sociétés qui ont lutté contre la pandémie et qui
en émergent lentement.

L’art a le pouvoir de provoquer, motiver, inspirer, illuminer
et susciter le changement.

Résilience Créative entend donner la parole aux femmes

scientifiques en explorant I'univers intime de leurs expressions
artistiques. L’exposition présente les ceuvres de 54 femmes
scientifiques du monde entier. L’exposition_met en lumiere
la vie artistique de neuroscientifiques, de microbiologistes,
de médecins, d’infirmieres, d’étudiantes en médecine,
de chercheuses, de vulgarisatrices scientifiques, d’ingénieures
et de mathématiciennes de tous ages. Ces femmes déploient
leurs talents artistiques, auxquels sont conjugués leur expertise
dans les domaines de la science, de la santé, de la vulgarisation
scientifique et de la technologie, pour témoigner des effets
la pandémie de COVID-19. A travers la peinture, la photographie,
le dessin numérique, la gravure, la sculpture, le crochet ou
des vidéos, ces «sci-artistes» témoignent de la fagon dont
la pandémie mondiale a transformé nos interactions et
de comment nous en sortons lentement pour évoluer vers
des sociétés nouvelles et transformées.

Comme a déclaré Audrey Azoulay, Directrice générale de [UNESCO:
«Si les femmes comme les hommes ont été confrontées
a des difficultés pendant la crise sanitaire mondiale actuelle,
les femmes ont dd lutter davantage contre les inégalités
systémiques fondées sur le genre. Les femmes de sciences
demeurent largement invisibles, méme si elles ont été en premiére
ligne dans la lutte contre la pandémie de COVID-19.
Elles ont donc besoin d’étre entendues et de communiquer
leurs expériences uniques sur la fagon dont leurs vies
et leurs projets ont été transformés par la pandémie. En rendant
visibles leurs visions, leurs luttes et leurs ambitions, ces femmes

scientifiques nous inspirent pour rendre nos sociétés plus
créatives et plus égalitaires dans le monde post-Covid-19».

Dr. Inas Abdel-Dayem, ministre égyptienne de la Culture,
avait regu une invitation de TUNESCO a désigner qui elle considérerait
compétent pour participer a lexposition organisée pour les ceuvres
des femmes travaillant dans le domaine de la science et
de la technologie de différents pays du monde , a condition
que ces ceuvres fassent partie des créations personnelles
de femmes travaillant dans ce domaine.

Le Conseil Supréme de la Culture dirigé par le Dr Hicham
Azmy, a ainsi décidé de nommer l'ceuvre de l'ingénieure
égyptienne Christine Arida

Lors de la préparation de l'exposition, les ceuvres de 200 créateurs
de nombreux pays du monde ont été présentées a 'lUNESCO.
Les ceuvres de 54 femmes de 33 pays ont été sélectionnées
pour participer a l'exposition, y compris les ceuvres de l'artiste
créative égyptienne Christine Arida. Vous pouvez consulter
I'exposition inaugurée le 28 octobre et se poursuit jusqu’au
1er décembre en cliquant le lien:

https.//fr.unesco.org/creativeresilience.

Dans l'exposition, cinq ceuvres d'art de l'ingénieure Christine
sont présentées au sein de la collection «Conversation silencieuse.
La collection comprend des ceuvres intitulées: Conversation
silencieuse: "Parlez-moi... Je passerai ma vie a écouter."
L'espoir: "L'espoir réside dans notre force intérieure qui nous
permet de défier les ténebres, d'aller de I'avant et d'avoir
une vie meilleure .

La Tempéte : "Et quand la tempéte arrive, et que le vent
puissant secoue la forét, et que le tonnerre et les éclairs
proclament la majesté du ciel, - alors laissez votre coeur
dire avec crainte, Dieu se déplace avec passion."”
(Khalil Goubran, le Prophete).

La recherche de I'éme: "Nous ménerons certaines de nos plus
grandes batailles dans les chambres silencieuses de nos ames.

" Pluie: "De la ou nous sommes, la pluie semble aléatoire.
Si nous pouvions nous tenir ailleurs, nous y verrions de l'ordre.”
(Tony Hillerman).

Christine est également photographe et artiste visuelle
ayant commencé a exposer ses ceuvres en 2021.

Son oeuvre «Conversation silencieuse», 2021, est une série
de peintures qui montrent I'amour et le soutien d'un partenaire
ou d'un ami en période de turbulences. Ce support n'a pas
besoin d'étre bruyant. Il peut également étre donné en silence.
La pandémie de Covid-19 a eu des conséquences néfastes
sur le bien-étre psychologique, la santé, les finances
et la communication interpersonnelle au sein des relations.
Selon Christine, Silent Talk «met I'accent sur le processus
de transformation de la vie dans un monde occupé plein
de devoirs, de responsabilités et de soucis, a un lieu de relations
personnelles intimes de soutien, de soulagement et d'amour.»
Malgré les sentiments perturbateurs et les peurs d'un avenir
inconnu, Christine nous encourage a penser différemment,
a valoriser une joie cachée, un moment de réflexion.
Elle veut que son art suscite I'espoir d'un avenir meilleur.
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Problems on hold
Egypt’s unlicensed churches:

Who is usurping
Sudan’s Revolution?
Youssef Sidhom

The world is holding its breath in antici-
pation of how the situation in Sudan would
develop; the full dimensions of this situa-
tion have yet to be fathomed. Themain con-
cernisthat the Sudanese Revolution would
not suffer a setback that would usurp the
dreams of Sudan’s people.

Egypt and Sudan havebondsthat go beyond
the geographicd sharing of the Nile River
and Valley, and the time honoured historical
bonds. In modern times, the palitical Stuation
in the two countries has run through many
pardlels. Egypt experienced a three-decade-
long rule by President Hosny Mubarak who
stepped down following the 25 January 2011
Arab Spring uprisng which gave rise to po-
litica 19am and Mudlim Bratherhood (MB)
hegemony. The MB were overthrown by
military intervention on behalf of themassive
millions-strong Egyptian people’s revolution
on 30 June 2013. In Sudan, the long-time
Idamist rule of President Omar Bashir and
the MB led to monumenta public wrath; the
people in thelr millions took to the drestsin
protest; the Sudanese armed forces digned
with the people, toppled Bashir, and rid the
country of palitica Idam and the MB.

Again, let me dress the stark similar-
ity between Egypt and Sudan. Egypt’s 30
June 2013 Revolution taught Egyptiansthat
not al military intervention can be termed
“coup d' éat”; infact, it can be acommend-
able intervention demanded by the people
to put an end to the brutality of an authority
that jeopardises their destiny and freedom.
Understandably, such considerations may
seem dien and hard to fathom when meas-
ured against western standardsand norms of
democracy and civic governance, wherethe
military never interfere with civil authority.
But our experiencein Egypt isdifferent: the
military sided with the people’s will and
intervened to save the nation from dipping
into brutal conflict between the peaceful un-
armed people and the heavily armed Idam-
ist militias. Inthislight, we must thoroughly
study the latest developments in Sudan, in
order to find the answer to the question:
who is usurping the Sudanese Revolution,
the civilians or the military?

It is easy to swalow western declarations
in thisregard—those issued by the US or the
EU—which dl go dong the lines of “sup-
porting democratic trangition in Sudan”;
“urging dl parties to renew their commit-
ment to work together to uphold the Consti-
tutional Declaration”; “reviewing the current
politica criss in the country, and ways to
get out of it”. One cannot help but wonder
whether these statements reflect a denial
of the crisis sweeping Sudan and thresten-
ing its revolution, or whether they reflect a
hidden intention to draw Sudan into a civil
war that would tear it gpart and lead to ut-
ter fragmentation and divison. Again | say
that we Egyptians know better than to gulp
down such declarations; we know very well
the difference between military intervention
to save anation as opposed to seizing power.

Lieutenant Generd Abdd-Fatah d-
Burhan, Head of the Sudanese Military and
Chairman of the Trangtionad Sovereign
Council, justified his decisions to declare a
state of emergency in Sudan and dissolvethe
trangtional Sovereign Council and Cabinet
by saying: “what Sudan is currently going
through is serious, because it exposes severe
palitical divison”; “the political forces ri-
valry for power and their inciting of chaos
without giving a second thought to the
economy and security of Sudan that are be-
ing jeopardised, drovethe armed forcesto do
what needs to be done to preserve Sudan’s
Revolution”; “the divisions and conflicts that
broke out between the governing partners
sound a serious darm that threatens the na-
tion”. Accordingly, there was need for inter-
vention in order to avoid matters getting out
of control or Sudan drifting into recklesscha:
0s as planned by parties that were removed
from power and wish to seize it back and
usurp Sudan’s revolution. We in Egypt are
well aware of these repercussions, we have
been there, and it was only the unity of the
Egyptian people and their complete confi-
dencein their armed forces that saved Egypt
from that fatal destiny.

So let US President Joe Biden rain upon
us democratic rhetoric of the type: “the ci-
vilian-led trangtiona government must be
restored”; “the United States will continue
to stand with the people of Sudan and their
non-violent struggle’; “our message to Su-
dan’'s military authorities is overwhelming
and clear: the Sudanese people must be d-
lowed to protest peacefully and the civilian-
led trangitional government must berestored,
andtoimmediately release dl those detained
and restore the indtitutions associated with
the transitiona government”; in total disre-
gard of the divisions and conflict in Sudan,
and the street wars which could very well
turninto acivil war that would wipe out the
Sudanese Revolution. And why shouldn’t
he? Did not President Barack Obama, under
smilar circumstances, send Egypt's Presi-
dent Mubarak a firm warning to step down
in favour of the [Idamist MB] forces of fa-
naticism and destruction? But Divine provi-
dence had for Egypt another say. So let us
pray for peace for Sudan and its people.

As the Museum of Royal Carriages celebrates the first anniversary of reopening, the Association of Lovers of Coptic Heritage uses it as
a magnificent venue to host its seminar on the vision and mission of museums as...

Coptic heritage is a term widely
believed to denote the heritage of
Egypt’s Christians. But given that
the word “Coptic” derives from the
Greek Aegyptos, meaning “Egyp-
tian”, associations concerned with
Coptic heritage are increasingly
stressing the wider sense of the
word by focusing on Egyptian her-
itage of which the Christian is one
significant component. As aptly put
by Samy Mitry who heads the As-
sociation of Lovers of Coptic Herit-
age: “Coptic heritageisalink in the
chain connecting Egyptian heritage
of ancient pre-Christian times to
that of the more recent and modern
post-Christian centuries.”

Cultureof love and tolerance

Mr Mitry’s words came amid the
most recent activity of the Associa-
tion of Lovers of Coptic Heritage,
held a few weeks ago at the Mu-
seum of Royal Carriages in Cairo,
which this week celebrates one year
on reopening to the public follow-
ing a EGP63 million government
funded restoration project. The As-
sociation, founded in 1998, aims at
raising awareness of the value and
beauty of Coptic Christian heritage,
especially in its wider Egyptian
context.

The event at the Royal carriages
Museum centred on a seminar that
focused on the concept of the muse-
um; it was titled “ The Museum and
our National Heritage: A Vision and
Mission”, and featured participation
by experts and researchers in herit-
age and antiquity.

The event started with a guided
tour of the Royal Carriages Mu-
seum; detailed description of every
piece was given by the museum'’s
curators.

The seminar then started with
a welcome word by Ahmed al-
Sabbagh, Director General of the
Museum, followed by a word by
Mustafa Abdel-Fattah, Head of the
Central Administration of Resto-
ration at the Ministry of Tourism
and Antiquities. Dr Abdel-Fattah
thanked the Association, noting that
al Egyptians—Muslim and Chris-
tian—are Copts. “Coptic heritage,”
he said, “extends throughout his-
tory; it links Egyptian culture with
incoming cultures such as the Arab
culture. As such, Coptic culture is
the embodiment of love, apprecia-
tion, tolerance, and compatibility.
No civilisation can thrive without
love and tolerance.”

When it was Mr Mitry’s turn to
speak, he thanked Dr Abdel-Fattah
and all the officials, antiquarians,
and staff of the Royal Carriages
Museum for generously hosting the
event, as well as Shorouq Ashour,
the event coordinator. Mr Mitry
talked about the role and history
of the Association and its various
activities of seminars, art exhibi-
tions, conferences, workshops, and
cultural trips, in its effort to link
the Coptic Church and the Egyptian
community to their common herit-
age of history and arts.

Plethora of museums

The great role played by muse-
ums throughout history, the topic
of the seminar, was brought into
focus by Shorouq Ashour, professor
of Islamic and Christian Archaeol-
ogy at Future Academy. Dr Ashour
said that Egypt, with all the vestiges
of its great history—the temples,
monuments, murals, mummies,
etc—is the epitome of an epic open
museum.

In the third century BC, Dr Ash-
our said, the Musaeum or Mou-
seion was founded in Alexandria.
It included the famous Library of
Alexandria, was home to music and
poetry and a philosophical school,
and was a storehouse of texts. This
modern word “museum” derives
from the origina “Musaeum”.

Dr Ashour went on to give a brief
history of museumsin theworld: the
Roman palaces and villas with their
mosaics and statues; Byzantine and
medieval churches and monasteries
with their icons, frescoes, textiles,
and saints’ relics; and Islamic palac-
es and houses with their rich orna-
mentation and intricately decorated
utensils.

The Renaissance era, she said,

Sanaa’ Farouq

saw an awakening in culture and
arts, and gave rise to subsequent es-
tablishment of museums: Act Ford
1671, Vatican 1750, British Mu-
seum 1753, Louvre 1793, Madrid
1809, Berlin 1830. Today, accord-
ing to Dr Ashour, the number of
museums in the world amounts to
some 8,000.

In Egypt, Dr Ashour said, the first
Egyptian museum was established
in 1848 to preserve and protect the
Egyptian antiquities; the Coptic
Museum was founded by Marcus
Simaika in 1910; then other mu-
seums opened one after the other.
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Today, she said, there are 359 mu-
seums in Egypt devoted to specific
civilisations, topics and regions,
among them the Egyptian, Greco-
Roman, Coptic, and Islamic muse-
ums, also the Museum of Civilisa-
tion. Numerous pal aces were turned
into museums, including al-Manyal
Palace and Museum of Royal Jew-
ellery. There are also museums such
as the military, police, and airport
museums, as well as the geology,
railway, cotton, and agricultural
museums.

Museums with visions
Maha Sweilam, training super-
visor at the National Museum of
Egyptian Civilisation (NMEC),
spoke of the NMEC as a vision of
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sustainability; and Essam Muham-
mad Ahmed, General Manager of
Restoration at the museums of the
12th-century Saladin Citadel spoke
of the history of the 19th-century
al-Gawhara Palace and the restora-
tion carried there.

Finally, Eman Muhammad Nabil,
General Manager of Restoration at
the Royal Carriages Museum gave
a brief history of the museum and
its contents, as well of carriages
in Egypt starting with the mili-
tary chariots of pharaonic times.
In modern times, she said, car-
riages take credit for giving birth
to modern, cobbled or paved street
networks.

The Museum, which shows a col-
lection of the fine carriages that
were used by the royal family on
occasions that ranged from wed-
dings to official errands or proces-
sions and funerals, first opened its
doors during the reign of Khedive
Ismail who ruled Egypt from 1863
until 1879. The museum was closed
since the early 2000s for much
needed restoration works.

The Royal Carriages Museum is
located in Beaulac, one of Cairo’'s
overcrowded, rather impoverished
neighbourhoods. Yet Beaulac was
not always that way. As its name
implies, it was once a luxuriant,
wealthy district bordering the Nile
on the northern outskirts of Cairo.
Sadly, itistoday one of the unpleas-
ant parts of the city.

One of three worldwide

The Royal Carriages Museum is
one of three worldwide, the others
being in the United Kingdom and
Austria. Its fagade rises 15 metres
and is decorated with imposing
architectural elements in the form
of horses heads. The building was
erected by Khedive Ismail in the
mid-19th century to house the royal
carriages and stables, had a large
courtyard in front to prepare the
carriages and horses for riding. It
also housed a veterinary clinic and
ambulance, as well as workers' liv-
ing and sleeping quarters.

The museum contains several
galleries, among them the Had-
iya (Gift), the Tashrifa (Proces-
sion), the Hussaan (Horse), and
the Markaba al-Rasmiya (Official
Carriage). Many of the royal car-
riages on show are of special his-
torical interest, especially those
that were received as gifts from
abroad. The carriages were ac-
quired from the reign of Khedive
Ismail through to King Farouk,
Egypt's last effective monarch
who abdicated in 1952.

Among the most important of the
carriages that were presented to the
rulers of Egypt as gifts is the car-
riage given by Napoleon Il and
Empress Eugenie to Khedive Ismail
for the opening of the Suez Canal
in 1869. Khedive Ismail used this
royal carriage in his wedding cer-
emony.

Another notable example is the
Cuban carriage that was used by
royal family members at the open-
ing session of parliament.

The museum displays 476 exqui-
site artefacts, most notable of which
are 40 royal carriages of different
sizes and types. The artefacts on
display also include pieces of the
livery and costumes of the carriag-
es drivers, whips, horse saddles and
trappings, and carriage lamps, and
also include accounts of the care of
the carriages and horses in the royal
stables.
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