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Forever is

Now

L'art contemporain aux pieds des pyramides

Pour la premiere fois en 4 500 ans d’histoire, le site des pyramides de Guizeh accueille une exposition
d’art contemporain. Installée sur un parcours menant aux célebres merveilles antiques, «Forever is nows,
«L’éternité est maintenants», organisée par Art d’Egypte, avec le soutien du ministere égyptien
du Tourisme et des Antiquités, du ministére des Affaires étrangéres et de PUNESCO, réunit des aeuvres,
sculptures et installations, d’artistes locaux comme internationaux.

An‘ of Egypt, entreprise privée située en Egypte,

est congue a partir d’une plate-forme innovante
et avant-gardiste qui agit comme un opérateur culturel.
Son objectif est la défense du développement
durable de lart, avec pour axes principaux la préservation
culturelle et la démocratisation.

Elle part du principe que, si le passé et les trésors
antiques de I'Egypte sont célebres dans le monde
entier, peu de gens connaissent les ceuvres des artistes
égyptiens daujourdhui. Son action est donc principalement
orientée vers la promotion des créateurs égyptiens
contemporains a l'international.

Au fil des ans, Art D'Egypte, a favorisé les partenariats
public-privé en promouvant I'art contemporain et
en soutenant les artistes et les artisans. Son exposition
annuelle dart contemporain, organisée dans les institutions
culturelles et les sites du patrimoine égyptien, a attiré
un grand nombre de visiteurs, redonnant vie aux sites
du patrimoine.

L'exposition met en évidence le pouvoir des arts
et de la créativité sur le site des pyramides,
I'un des sept sites du patrimoine mondial en Egypte,
en promouvant le patrimoine culturel matériel et
immatériel et la créativité. Dans le cadre de lexposition,
des ateliers et des aclivités éducatives sont également
organisés en coopération avec I'UNESCO.

L’événement représente une fusion sans précédent
et parfaite entre le patrimoine ancien et lart contemporain.

C’est une rencontre entre des générations d'artistes,
séparées par 4 millénaires et demi d’Histoire.
Les dix ceuvres jouent avec les formes et les perspectives,
intégrant pleinement les trois graces égyptiennes
et I'horizon désertique qui les entoure. Le passé,
le temps qui passe, le futur, I'héritage artistique
sont tant de thématiques qui se croisent et s'entrecroisent.

L’exposition réunit les ceuvres de dix artistes
contemporains locaux, régionaux et internationaux,
ainsi que le robot hyperréaliste Ai-DA, capable,
gréce a son intelligence artificielle, de produire
des peintures, des sculptures et des performances.

Parmi les travaux, se distingue l'ceuvre emblématique
et reconnaissable de [lartiste frangais JR:
une main géante qui émerge du désert s’éleve
vers le ciel et tient entre ses doigts une carte
postale des pyramides. «Salutations de Guizeh»,

c’est le nom de linstallation de JR a la Pyramide
de Khéfren, est une ceuvre unique dans laquelle
l'artiste francgais a enquété et mis en évidence
I’équilibre précaire entre I'expérience individuelle
et universelle, mettant en valeur le macroscopique
et le microscopique. La carte postale tenue a la main,
en fait, a été réalisée avec 4 591 NFT, dont chacun
est un détail unique de I'ancienne pyramide.

Son trompe-ceil géant en noir et blanc donne limpression
qu’une main tient le sommet de la pyramide, brisé
en deux, comme on tiendrait une carte postale.

JR s’aftaque a nouveau a une pyramide, apres
avoir customisé celle du Louvre de ses collages
géants. Mais celle-ci a un peu plus d’ancienneté...
En effet, la pyramide de Khéphren date de 2570 ans avant
notre ere. Un age respectable que le street-artiste
a décidé de mettre en avant d’une maniére originale.

En face de lune des pyramides, les artistes britanniques
Edward Schuster et Claudia Moseley ont présenté
leur travail commun «The Path of Light».
L'ceuvre se compose d'un certain nombre de figurines
en verre optique fixées a la main avec des bases
en métal, dont I'une ressemble a une pyramide
de verre. Les artistes ont expliqué l'existence
d'une matrice d'angles, d'échelles et d'orientations
symboliques derriere la simplicité abstraite
des formes, chacune soigneusement codée avec
des connotations «inspirées par la magie visuelle
géométrique de la Grande Pyramide».

Il ne pouvait pas le manquer, les sculptures Lorenzo
Quinn qui de ses mains a conquis les espaces
les plus prestigieux du monde. Ses sculptures en
plein air encadrent cette fois I'un des théatres antiques
les plus extraordinaires au monde: deux mains
imposantes et éphémeéeres émergent du sol
et se rejoignent la, au-dessus des pyramides.
Les deux énormes mains de "Together", du sculpteur
italien Lorenzo Quinn, ont été congues pour
ne pas interférer avec l'environnement mais pour
s’y fondre et servir de support a la majesté
des lieux.

Dans une autre zone autour des pyramides,
l'artiste égyptien Moataz Nasr a exposé des dizaines
de pagaies en bois croisées, qui forment toutes
une structure ressemblant a un vieux bateau solaire
d'une longueur de 14 metres. L'ceuvre s'intitule
"Barzakh", car elle représente la ligne de démarcation

entre deux mondes différents, tels que la vie
et la mort, le jour et la nuit, ou en noir et blanc,
et le bateau solaire pour les anciens Egyptiens
représentait la transition de ce monde a l'autre.

"Ouroboros” du Russe Alexander Ponomarev
s’inspire de la mythologie et représente un sablier
géant qui fait écho a la silhouette des pyramides
"Barzakh" de 'Egyptien Moataz Nasr, qui ceuvre
a la perspective triangulaire et faite de rames
géantes, ressemble a la barque divine qui transporte
le soleil tous les jours.

L’Ameéricaine Gisela Colon, le Brésilien Jo&o
Trevisan, [I'Egyptienne Sherin Guirguis, ainsi
que le prince (et artiste) saoudien Sultan Bin
Fahd completent le panel d’artistes sollicité pour
cette exposition événement.

Nadine Abdel Ghaffar, fondatrice d’Art d’Egypte,
a expliqué au lancement de I'événement que la tenue
d'une telle exposition dart en plein air est une expérience
nouvelle en Egypte, et son équipe a tenu a préserver
le site archéologique tout en installant les ceuvres
des artistes dans leurs lieux d'exposition, ajoutant
que la période de préparation de [l'exposition
a duré plus d'un an. Forever Is Now reflete l'influence
mondiale profonde de [I'Egypte ancienne et,
dans le méme temps, s'appuie sur linclusion
continue des pratiques culturelles contemporaines.
La vocation de Forever Is Now est d'étre interculturelle
et de montrer comment I'Egypte ancienne constitue
une source d'inspiration monumentale pour
les artistes a travers ['histoire.

«La culture égyptienne est un don fait & 'humanité
et le but de cette exposition est de mettre en valeur
ces trésors dans un dialogue avec le contemporain
a l'échelle internationale. L'Egypte ancienne a influencé
les artistes du monde entier. A notre tour,
nous apportons le monde en Egypte et nous amenons
I'Egypte au monde a travers l'art. C'est un privilége
de se tenir au pied de ces monuments qui ont survécu
aux troubles, aux guerres et aux pandémies
et qui ont perduré. Cette exposition est un gage
d'espoir pour I'humanité et un humble hommage
a une civilisation qui résiste a I'épreuve du temps»,
a-t-elle ajouté.

L’installation des ceuvres du parcours, seront
visibles jusqu’au 7 novembre.

L’INSTA

LLATION DE JR

«TOGETHER» de Lorenzo Quinn

«BARZAKH» DE Moataz Nasr

"Ouroboros" d’Alexander Ponomarev
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Problem on hold

The Basilique:

A gem to treasure

Youssef Sidhom

The magnificent church of the
Basilique Notre Dame d’Héliopolis -
Our Lady of Heliopolis, known simply
as “The Basilique”, was last February
the focus of a public outcry by the
residents of the east Cairo suburb
of Heliopolis, as well as everyone
concerned with urban planning or
heritage preservation. I wrote on the
topic on 14 February 2021 under the
title: “Basilique flyover: Sacrificing
heritage to traffic?” The outcry was
in response to a government plan to
achieve traffic fluidity in areas normally
choked with traffic. The plan involved
widening existing roads and erecting
new roads, flyovers, tunnels or whatever
it took to solve the traffic problem. In
Heliopolis, residents were astounded
to discover that the plan to link main
traffic axes would include a flyover
that would cross over the Basilique
and would alter a number of heritage
roads in Heliopolis, the suburb built in
1905 - 1910 by Belgian financier and
industrialist Baron Edouard Empain
(1852 - 1929). According to a statement
by Egypt’s Architects Association
which strongly criticised the prospected
flyover, “the Basilique flyover follows a
path that encompasses buildings, villas,
and churches which feature unique
architectural styles designed by the
Heliopolis Company in 1905 — 1910. It
proceeds to the gem of Heliopolis, its
most important square which houses
the Basilique where Heliopolis founder
Baron Edouard Empain (1852 — 1929)
is buried. The church is surrounded
by a wide garden and Moorish style
buildings designed by the Heliopolis
Company. The flyover then passes
over al-Ahram Street the prominent
landmarks of which include what used
to be the 1920 Heliopolis Palace Hotel
and is now the Etihadiya presidential
palace. The final point of the path is
the long-standing Heliopolis Sporting
Club, also built in 1920.”

The public outcry led the government
to backtrack on its plan; the flyover was
never erected. Attention was drawn,
however, to the Heliopolis gem of
heritage and architecture: the Basilique.
A hashtag that called for rejecting the
flyover plan was named “no to basilique
square bridge”. The splendid locality
had been frequented by Heliopolis
residents for years and years but was
taken for granted till the threat posed to
it mobilised everyone to protect it and
ensure it remains unscathed.

In this issue of Watani, we print a story
on “The Basilique, Heliopolis’s fleur-de-
lis ... a story of history”. Before I cite
excerpts of the story, let me say that it
brought to my mind a painful situation
on the ground that has become common
with our churches—and with many other
beautiful buildings. In case of churches,
the situation is the outcome of a ‘crisis’
of land shortage owing to years of near-
impossibility of obtaining licence to
build churches or affiliated buildings.
Churches thus took to answering their
need for more space to accommodate
their services and activities by expanding
inside their limited grounds, leading to
new buildings crowding over the original
church and robbing it of its aesthetic
value. In 2016, however, Egypt got its
first law for building churches, which
should ease the situation. The loss of
architectural aesthetics in the crowding
of buildings in a small space should thus
be avoided.

Back to the Basilique. The foundation
stone of the Catholic cathedral was laid
in 1911, building was completed in 1912,
and it was consecrated in 1913 in the
name of Notre Dame de Tongres, after a
small church in Belgium where the Baron
used to be an altar boy.

The church was designed by Alexandre
Marcel, a French architect practising in
Egypt at the time; the Baron asked him
to create another Aya Sophia of Istanbul,
but the reduction of scale to the fourth
degree changed the perception of the
overall proportions.

Throughout its history, the church
received many prominent Vvisitors.
Elizabeth, Queen of Belgium, and Crown
Prince Leopold attended Palm Sunday
liturgy there on 25 March 1923; on 12
March 1930, King Leopold IIT and Queen
Astrid of Belgium visited the church
and descended to pay respects to Baron
Empain who was buried in the crypt; on
27 February 1977, Crown Prince Albert
paid a visit to the church; on 14 December
1975, French President and Mrs Valerie
Giscard D’Estaing attended Sunday Mass
there. On 14 January 1979, the Baron’s
grandson Edouard Jean Empain attended
Mass at the Basilique, and said a short
prayer at his grandfather’s burial place.

The Basilique is not just another
heritage building, it is the Heliopolis gem
worth preserving.

The 5th edition of el-Gouna Film Festival (GFF) closed on 22
October 2021 following eight nights of top-class cinematography
and star studded glamour. The festival lived up to its reputation
of never failing to dazzle, which this year amounted to a remarkable feat
given that 36 hours before opening night a huge fire erupted around the
open-air auditorium which was to host the opening ceremony, leaving its
walls scorched black and damaged. Red Sea local authorities Civil Defence
were quick to respond; the fire was extinguished without any casualties.
Conjecture abounded, however, on what was to become of the festival,
with many expecting it to be called off or at best postponed. It was beyond
the wildest imagination that the following day the building would stand
proudly, sparkling white and clean, ready for opening night. Yet this is
exactly what happened; an army of Orascom workers worked through the
night to repair the damage. Orascom is the construction company owned by
Nassef Sawiris, one of the three Sawiris business tycoons; Samih Sawiris
built EI-Gouna resort and, together with Naguib Sawiris, established GFF.

Awards... and Green gar

El-Gouna is a stunningly beautiful resort founded by business tycoon Samih
Sawiris some 30 years ago on a serene spot on the west coast of the Red Sea
north of Hurghada. Owned by Mr Sawiris and developed by his Orascom
Hotels and Development, it has grown into a lagoon/sea resort in a class all of
its own, sought by tourists around the world.

El-Gouna Film Festival was established in 2017 as an annual festival, and has
been held uninterrupted ever since, even when other international film festivals
had to suspend their activities in 2020 on account of the coronavirus pandemic.

Come 8pm Thursday 14 October, GFF Red Carpet rolled for the festival
guests to grace the newly repaired auditorium.

The fifth GFF took off in style, with Egyptian and non-Egyptian stars in
exquisite—sometimes eccentric—attires walking the red carpet. Opening
ceremony featured jubilant audiences, actors, actresses and filmmakers from
around the world.

Over eight days, the festival featured 80 selected films, many of which
had already been acclaimed by prestigious international film festivals in
Cannes, Venice and Berlin. Guests engaged in activities and workshops
run by the festival.

The films competed in three official competitions: Feature Narrative
Competition, Feature Documentary Competition and Short Film Competition.
GFF also offered the Cinema for Humanity Audience Award, and this year,
the festival introduced the Environmental Sustainability Award or the Green
Star (as in starfish which is abundant on the Red Sea shore in Gouna and is
the emblem of GFF), for films which raise awareness on issues related to the
environment. El-Gouna prides itself for being Egypt’s most environmentally-
friendly holiday destination; it was the first destination in Africa and the Arab
Region to receive the United Nations Environment Programme’s Global Green
Award in 2014.

COVID-19 concerns

During the opening night and through the duration of the festival, the
Ministry of Health was on high alert and had its medical teams and vehicles
scattered around town, ready to deal with any COVID-19 complaint. Omar
El-Hamamsy, CEO of Orascom Development Holding, said during a press
conference on the morning of opening ceremony, that there was an agreement
with the Ministry of Health to vaccinate all GFF guests and attendees. He also
said that most screenings and activities would be held in the open air, to reduce
risk of infection. Mr Hamamsy said that all workers in Gouna and at GFF had
been vaccinated.

Sakka dedicates award to Sawiris S

Egyptian superstar Ahmed al-Sakka was handed the festival’s Career
Achievement Award. Famous for his roles in action films, Sakka was honoured
for his two-decade long outstanding cinematic achievement. Sakka’s friend,
Egyptian Tunisian superstar Hend Sabry handed him the award, giving him
a moving tribute. A visibly moved Sakka improvised a warm, heartfelt speech
which he began with thanking the festival administration. He told of being
one of a group of friends who grew up during the 1990s cinema boom, loving
cinema and dreamt to be part of it. He said he was lucky to achieve his dream,
and to work with the stars of the time.

Sakka dedicated his award to the late superstar man-and-wife comedians
Samir Ghanem and Dalal Abdel-Aziz who both passed away last summer
of COVID-19. Sakka also dedicated his award to his wife and children, and
to both his parents, relating an especially poignant tale about his father who
summoned him before his death, and asked why his fans called him a “star”.
Sakka said that he thought his father was not in focus, but was surprised to
hear him say: “be like a star in everything except its remoteness; be kind and
close to people, only then will you be a true star.” Sakka also dedicated his
award to “a man from Upper Egypt who raised three sons to be dependable and
outstanding men. I talk of the late Onsi Sawiris,” he said. Mr Sawiris (1930 -
2021) is the father of Naguib, Samih and Nassef Sawiris.

Sadly, however, Sakka’s words were harshly criticised for what some alleged
was a disregard of the worth of the older generation of veteran filmmakers on
whose achievement the 1990s generation built. Sakka explained that he never
underrated the previous generations who, he said, “made marvellous works
using relatively primitive techniques.”

Taking offence

Other than the controversy over Ahmed al-Sakka’s speech, this round
of GFF saw several other skirmishes which led some to wonder whether
internal rifts were fomenting. A few days before the start of the festival,
Intishal al-Tamimi, Director of GFF made a faux pas with the iconic star
Youssra. In a press interview, Tamimi said the festival cannot honour
Youssra since she is a member of the festival’s advisory board. This
declaration outraged Youssra who responded by a statement in which
she expressed her rejection of Tamimi’s declarations, pointing out that

1Fn.‘_‘-'---- -'-"-",

Mary Fikry

.
b

—— Sunday —

31 October 2021
21 Baba (Paope) 1738
24 Rabie al-Awwal 1443
Issue 1081
Year 21

isfortun

it is normal for a festival to announce the names of those it
intends to honour, but it is unheard of to cite the names of
those who will not be honoured. During the press conference
that preceded the opening of the festival, Tamimi profusely apologised for
his remark, stressing that he never meant to offend Youssra. The iconic
star began her career in cinema in the late 1970s, is widely popular in
Egyptian and Middle Eastern cinema, and has been a staunch supporter
and consultant of GFF since its inception.

Resgnation

To everyone’s astonishment, GFF Artistic Director Amir Ramses announced
his resignation on his Facebook account, hours before the fifth round of the
festival was set to close. Ramses who held his position since GFF was launched
in 2017, and was pivotal in the film selection in each of the festival’s five
editions, did not disclose the reasons behind his resignation. He only said that
after five years of working on the festival, he was ready to embark on a new
journey, confident that he leaves behind a team capable of doing a great job.
Some confirm that Ramses’s resignation comes because of a conflict between
him and Tamimi, others insist it is related to the controversy that arose around
the film Rish [pronounced ‘Reesh’] (Feathers). Yet neither Mr Ramses nor the
festival’s administration issued any explanation, and Mr Ramses insisted the
reasons for his resignation were privy to him and to GFF administration.

Walkout

Another incident that created heated controversy within the festival and on
social media, occurred when a few Egyptian filmmakers and actors, including
Sherif Mounir, Ashraf Abdel-Bagi and Ahmed Rizq, left the hall during
the screening of the film Rish (Feathers). They said the film was offensive
to Egypt by depicting extreme poverty; something they could not tolerate.
Incidentally, the Egyptian-French-Dutch-Greek production won the Best Arab
Film in the Feature Narrative Competition. In 112 minutes, Rish, directed by
Egyptian director Omar al-Zohairy, tells the story of a magician’s trick that
turns an authoritative Egyptian father, into a chicken at his 6-year-old’s birthday
party. The mysterious transformation sets the family off to a tragically funny
adventure of self-discovery to survive without the patriarch. When the father
comes back as an invalid, he is more of a burden and his long-awaited return
is nothing but disappointment. Demiana Nassar Hanna, a housewife from
an Upper Egyptian village, plays the lead role in Rish which also stars Samy
Bassiouny and Fady Mina. The film which is Zohairy’s first feature narrative,
has already been awarded the grand prize of the 2021 Cannes Critics’ Week,
and the best film in the Roberto Rossellini Awards at this year’s Pingyao
International Film Festival.

Winners

The Finnish film The Blind Man who did not want to See Titanic, directed by
Teemu Nikki won the Golden Star Award in the Feature Narrative Competition;
it tells the story of the blind Jaakko tied to his wheelchair, who loves Sirpa.
Living far apart, they never met in person, but meet every day over the phone.
When Sirpa is overwhelmed by shocking news, Jaakko decides to go to her
immediately despite never having left his home because of his condition. The
film received the Audience Award at the 2021 Venice Film Festival.

The Life of Ivanna, directed by Renato Borrayo Serrano won the Feature
Documentary Competition; the film is a joint production of Russia, Norway,
Estonia and Finland. It is a drama about liberation and a melancholy requiem
about a bygone way of life.

Captains of Za'atari, an Egyptian-US production, directed by Ali al-Arabi,
won Best Arab Film in the Feature Documentary Competition. The events of
the film take place in Za’atari Refugee Camp in Jordan, where two best friends
dream of becoming professional football players.

The 19-minute Russian film Katia, directed by Andrey Natotsinsky, won
the Short Films Competition, and the 17-minute Egyptian British production,
Cai-Ber, directed by Ahmed Abdelsalam won the Best Arab Film in the same
competition.

Petri Poikolainen won Best Actor for his role in The Blind Man who did not
want to See Titanic;, Best Actress award went to Maya Vanderbeque in the
Belgian film Playground.

The Cinema for Humanity Audience Award which is dedicated to
recognising films that exemplify humanitarian themes was dedicated this year
to the late Onsi Sawiris. It was presented by his elder son and main founder of
GFF Naguib Sawiris, and went to the Swiss production Ostrov - Lost Idand,
directed by Svetlana Rodina and Laurent Stoop. Mr Sawiris Sr who passed
away last June, was a staunch supporter of the festival and was always keen to
attend opening night.

The Gouna Green Star for films related with the environment went to the
Lebanese Costa Brava, directed by Mounia Akl. Costa Brava had already won
the NETPAC Prize at the 2021 Toronto International Film Festival.

Retrogpective exhibition

This year’s festival commemorated the Polish director Krzysztof Kieslowski
(1941 — 1996) on 25th anniversary of his passing by dedicating its Special
Presentations section to some of his most celebrated films. GFF launched a
retrospective exhibition of Kieslowski’s works, bringing the audience closer to
his cinematic lens. The exhibition screened a documentary about Kie$lowski,
in addition to three small video installations for his well known trilogy: Three
Colors: Blue, White and Red.

On the stage on closing night, Samih Sawiris stood up to thank everyone who
made the festival a success, making a special point of his appreciation of the
effort of el-Gouna workers.

Undeniably, GFF’s fifth edition presented a rich repast to cinema lovers
and those working within the industry, bringing them a selection of the best
2021 movies from all over the world in a charming setting. Yet the charm
and achievement was blemished by unfortunate incidents and skirmishes that
started with a fire and ended with the resignation of one of its pillars. For the
future, it is to be hoped that the charm will remain and the misfortune be gone.

FILM FESTIVAL
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