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Un «webinaires cecuménique a éte tenu le 15 février
dans le cadre de la Journée des martyrs contemporains
organisée par le Diocese copte orthodoxe de Londres,
avec la participation du Pape Francois, Pape de I'Eglise
catholique ,du Pape Tawadros II, Pape d’Alexandrie
et patriarche de la Prédication de Saint Marc, de l'archevéque
de Canterbury Justin Welby ainsi que Mgr Mounir Hanna,
archevéque d'Alexandrie pour I'Eglise épiscopale anglicane,
et de I' Anba Angelos, évéque de I'Eglise copte de Londres
en plus de nombreuses personnalités de premier plan pour
commemorer le sixieme anniversaire des martyrs de la Libye,
qui ont été massacres par l'organisation terroriste EI en 2015.

A cette occasion, le Pape Frangois a prononcé une allocution

diffusée a travers un message vidéo dans lequel il s’est exprimé
en ces termes: «Les 20 martyrs coptes orthodoxes égyptiens
et leur compagnon de travail ghanéen de Libye, massacrés
par des djihadistes affiliés au prétendu «Etat islamique»
sur une plage non loin de Syrte, «mouraient en pronongant:
Seigneur Jésus ! Confessant le nom de Jésus» alors qu'ils
étaient égorgés. Ainsi, «ils ont regu le plus grand don que
puisse recevoir un chrétien: le témoignage de Jésus-Christ
jusqu'au don de la vie». C'est pourquoi, maintenant,
«ce sont nos Saints, des Saints de tous les chrétiens,
des Saints de toutes les confessions et traditions chrétiennes.
Ce sont ceux qui ont blanchi leur vie dans le sang
de [I'Agneau» alors qu'ils faisaient partie «du peuple
de Dieu, du peuple fidele de Dieu».

Dans son message vidéo, le Pape Frangois a indiqué
garder dans son cceur la mémoire de février 2015.
«J'ai dans le coeur ce baptéme de sang, ces 21 hommes
chrétiens baptisés dans l'eau et dans I'Esprit et ce jour-la
baptisés également dans le sang». Il a également souligné
combien l'expérience du martyre a atteint ces baptisés
dans la trame de leurs vies ordinaires. «lls sont allés travailler
a l'étranger pour soutenir leurs familles: des hommes normausx,
des peres de famille, des hommes avec le désir d'avoir
des enfants, des hommes avec une dignité de travailleurs,
qui cherchent non seulement a avoir du pain chez eux mais
a le porter par la dignité du travail. Ces hommes ont rendu
témoignage a Jésus-Christ, égorgés par la brutalité
du prétendu «Etat islamique». lls mouraient en pronongant

les paroles «Seigneur Jésus», en confessant le nom de Jésus».

Dans l'affaire des martyrs de Libye — a affirmé le Pape
dans son intervention — se révéle de maniére lumineuse
la nature et la source propre du martyre dans l'expérience
chrétienne. «C'est vrai — a fait remarquer le Pape — que
cela a constitué une tragédie, que ces personnes ont perdu
la vie sur la plage mais il est aussi vrai que la plage a été bénie
par leur sang. Il est encore plus vrai que, de leur simplicité,
de leur foi simple mais cohérente, ils ont recu le plus grand
don que puisse recevoir un chrétien: le témoignage
de Jésus-Christ jusqu'a donner la vie». C'est pourquoi
I'Eglise ne s'est jamais plainte de ses martyrs et les a toujours
célébrés comme ceux qui appliquent a leur génération
les mérites de la passion du Christ.

Le Pape a également rendu grace a «Dieu notre Pere
pour nous avoir donné ces fréres courageux. Je remercie
le Saint Esprit de leur avoir donné la force et la cohérence
de parvenir a la confession de Jésus-Christ jusqu'a I'effusion
du sang. Je remercie les Evéques, les prétres de I'Eglise
sceur copte qui les ont élevés, leur ont enseigné a grandir
dans la foi et je remercie les meres de ces hommes,
de ces 21 hommes qui ont allaité en eux la foi. Ce sont
les meres du peuple saint de Dieu qui transmettent
la foi «en dialecte», un dialecte qui va au-dela des langues,
le dialecte des appartenances».

En concluant son intervention, le Pape a confirmé
sa communion spirituelle avec les Evéques présents et tout
le «saint peuple fidele de Dieu qui, dans sa simplicité,
sa cohérence et ses incohérences, avec les graces
et les péchés, porte de l'avant la confession de Jésus-

Christ: Jésus-Christ est le Seigneur».

«QU’ils soient catholiques, orthodoxes, coptes, luthériens,
cela n’a pas d’importance: ils sont chrétiens, et le sang
est le méme! Ce sang confesse le Christy, a-t-il ajouté
au terme du discours sur I'cecuménisme.

Dans son discours prononcé lors de la réunion, l'archevéque
de I'Eglise épiscopale, Mounir Hanna, a décrit les martyrs
de Libye comme un exemple de foi et de courage, soulignant
que ['Etat égyptien s'est vengé pour ses enfants
en bombardant les sites de I'El, ce qui est mentionné
dans I'histoire. i

Il a souligné: «Nous n'oublions pas les efforts de I'Etat pour
récupérer les corps des martyrs, et nous apprécions la création
d'une église portant les noms des martyrs dans le gouvernorat
de Minya. Nous n'oublions pas non plus que le président
Abdel Fattah al-Sissi a ordonné l'envoi d'un avion pour
ramener un groupe d'Ethiopiens de Libye pour qu’ils n’aient
pas le méme sort que les martyrs égyptiens, ce qui reflete
une position humanitaire noble».

Mgr Hanna a conclu son discours en disant: «Nous prions
Dieu de garder le terrorisme et I'extrémisme loin de I'Egypte,
du monde arabe et du Moyen-Orient, et que Dieu protége
I'Egypte de toutes les forces perverses qui I'entourent».

Rappelons que les 20 coptes égyptiens et un ghanéen
avaient été enlevés en Libye au début de janvier 2015.
La vidéo de leur décapitation fut mise en ligne par les sites
djihadistes le 15 février suivant. Une semaine apres la nouvelle
du massacre, SS le pape Tawadros Il, décida d’inscrire
les 21 martyrs égorgés par le prétendu «Etat islamique»
au Synaxarium, le livre des martyrs de [I'Eglise copte

orthodoxe, etab/lssant pour la celebratlon de /eur mémoire
la date du 15 février.

Les dépouilles mortelles des coptes tués en Libye par
des djihadistes avaient été identifiées dans une fosse
commune de la céte libyenne, non loin de la ville de Syrte.
Leurs corps avaient été trouvés les mains liées derriere
le dos, revétant encore les combinaisons orange qu’ils
portaient dans la vidéo macabre tournée par leurs bourreaux
au moment de leur décapitation. La vidéo qui montre
leur exécution au moment de leur décapitation a été construite
comme une mise en scene cinématographique terrifiante,
dans le but de répandre la terreur. Pourtant, dans ce produit
diabolique de la fiction et de [I'horreur sanguinaire,
on les voit répéter «Seigneur Jésus Christ». Le nom
de Jésus a été le dernier mot qui est venu sur leurs léevres.
Comme dans la passion des premiers martyrs, ils s’en sont
remis a Celui qui, peu apres, les aurait accueillis.
Ils ont ainsi célébré leur victoire, une victoire qu’aucun bourreau
ne pourra leur enlever. Ce nom murmuré au dernier instant
a été comme le sceau de leur martyre.

Le samedi 7 octobre 2017, aprés une longue enquéte,
les autorités libyennes annoncerent la découverte des corps
mutilés, dans un charnier prés de Syrte sur le littoral libyen.
Les dépouilles furent confiées a un médecin Iégiste
de Misrata pour autopsie. Le lundi 14 mai 2018, les cloches
des éeglises et des monastéres sonnaient a toute volée
en Egypte pour accuelillir «ces martyrs de la foi
et de la patriex. lls reposent désormais dans I'église des martyrs,
dans le village d’Al-Aur, pres de Samalout.
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Problem on hold

Waftani International:

On to third decade

Youssef Sidhom

On a cold Cairo winter day, with the sun shyly and
hesitatingly showing up only every now and then, | enjoyed
the warmth of a gathering that exuded joy and love. That
gathering ceebrated 20 years on Watani International,
and ushered in itsthird decade Watani International, the
English language supplement of Watani, first came out on
18 February 2001

We at Watani started planning and preparing for
Watani International in 1999 and 2000. At the time we
were preoccupied with the issue of expatriate Copts,
their various generations, and the way they bonded with
Egypt. There was the first generation of Copts who left
Egypt in the 1960s and 70s to find better opportunity
on other shores, or to escape hard situations in Egypt.
Members of this generation were born and raised
in Egypt; they grew up on her soil and among her
people, drank the water of her Nile, were nursed on
her traditions and customs, spoke her Egyptian Arabic
tongue, bonded with her Church, and had a strong link
to Watani. Nothing dissociated this generation from
Egypt and her Church or from Watani; they continued
to carry their Egyptianessin their hearts and souls, and
to converse among themselvesin Egyptian Arabic.

The second generation of expatriate Copts werein most
cases born in Egypt, and probably spent a few years of
their childhood or early youth there, till they sailed out
with their parents to new destinations. Members of this
generation are naturaly less tied to Egypt than ther
parents, they are more a home with the languages
and traditions of the new societies they integrated in.
Accordingly, if we wish to interact with them, English
would be the evident choice of language.

The third generation of Egyptian expatriates were
born to one or two Egyptian parents in the countries that
hosted their parents and grandparents as immigrants.
They are fully integrated in their host communities, and
inthemgor part know very little about Egypt, her history,
culture, Church, or Watani. If we wished to connect and
familiarise members of this generation with their roots,
there was only one option: it had to be done in English.
Thiswasthe challenge we faced and decided to take oniin
order to add these Egyptian-origin generations to Egypt’s
credit instead of discounting them from it. Hence the
plan for English language pages in Watani; and hence the
mission of Watani International.

Watani International was created according to
professonal and journalistic standards that would best
alow it to achieveits purpose and accomplish its mission.
Chief among these standardswasthat it should be no mere
trandation of Watani from Arabic to English, but should
be independent in its editing, writing, and page design, in
order for it to effectively address its target readers outsde
Egypt in an attractive compeling manner. This of
course, had to be done while strictly adhering to Watani’s
Egyptian identity and mission.

The journey of Watani International thus began and
went on to achieve brilliant success year after year. In
2011, Watani International marked its 10th anniversary
amid the tumultuous events of the so-called Arab Spring;
this year it marks its 20th as peace reignsin Egypt and a
bright future looms.

As | look with gppreciation and high regard, with
gratitude too, a the team that brings out Watani
International, | cannot but refer to the head of this team,
its godmother professionally and morally, Samia Sidhom.
Samiais the eldest daughter of Watani’s founder Antoun
Sdhom, and ismy dear Sster. She wasintensely occupied
with Watani International ever sinceit started as an idea,
she wholeheartedly and enthusiagtically took part in its
formation, establishment and launching, and sheuntiringly
and passionately worked to fulfil its purpose. Until today,
Samia has been leading the Watani I nternational team, or
| should say family, but she never did that through giving
orders or even hinting at the carrot or the stick. Instead,
she led through a charming mix of love, collaboration,
self-sacrifice, and discipline; even when matters called for
sternness, it was a sternness backed by professionalism
and sustained with love. The outcome has been a team
bonded with deep warmth of spirit and joy, and desirous
of excellence onthe professional level. This| saw in purest
form as | joined the gathering | mentioned at the outset
of this editorial, during which the Watani International
family got set to embark on their third decade.

It remainsfor meto refer to two pointswithout which talk
about Watani International would never be complete The
first is that Watani International did not sart asthe sngle
page in Watani thet it is today. It Sarted as a strong four-
page pullout that induded news, stories, opinion pieces, and
higtorical and cultural material, part of which came from
contributing editors outside Egypt. Over the years however,
it went down to three two, then one page as Watani made
successve reductions in its size owing to dire economic
conditions in paper journalism. | thus agreed with Samia
that Watani International would, during this year, cregte
aweekly or monthly section to offer a brief review of the
most significant material published in the English language
pages throughout their two-decadelife

Thesecond point | wishtomake, and believethetimehas
come to make public, is a stance taken by Samia Sdhom
in November 2016. It was adecison marked by generosity
and greatness in spirit, made in absolute dedication to the
mission of Watani which in turn holds it in gratitude and
appreciation. Ever snceit waslaunched in February 2001,
Watani International had carried on its header the name
of Samia Sidhom as Managing Editor. |n November 2016,
the Journalists Syndicate took a decision that headers of
papers should feature only names of persons who were
active members in the Syndicate. In compliance, Watani
had to remove several names, among them Samia Sidhom.
Shedid not protest, object, or even argue about the matter,
but went on willingly and unhesitatingly with her work
and responsibilities, continuing to edit her page and lead
her Watani International team with the same dedication,
love, and faithfulness. For those readers who had not seen
her name on the header of Watani International before
November 2016, she wasthe unknown leader that brought
the pagetolight.

With pride and endearment | wish Watani International
the very best, and hope it goes on to achieve endless
success in fulfilling Watani’'s misson.

Story behind Egypt

retrieving 5,000 artefacts
from the Museum of the
Bible in Washington DC

Back homef CophéMum

Five thousand Egyptian artefacts that were in possession
of the Museum of the Biblein Washington DC wererecently
brought back to Egypt, thanksto effortsthat started in 2018
by Egypt’s Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities.

The Ministry cooperated with the US authorities
concerned to repatriate the artefactswhich, according to the
New York Times, Egyptian officials say had been illegally
taken out of Egypt during the political and security turmoil
of the so-called 2011 Arab Spring. Atef Naguib, the then
Vice President of the Iamic and Coptic Antiquities Sector
at the Ministry, and Ibrahim Sawiris, Professor of Coptic
Language at Sohag University, were pivotal in bringing the
artefacts back home.

The efforts of Dr Naguib and Dr Sawiris focused on
their area of specialisation, that is Coptic papyri and
manuscripts, but the entire collection included coffins,
mummies, funerary masks, heads of stone statues, in
addition to the papyri with Greek, Coptic and Arabic texts.
Now that they are back in Cairo, they have been placed in
the Coptic Museum.

Gruelling work

Watani talked to Dr Naguib, Visiting Professor of Coptic
Manuscripts at Cairo University, Professor at the Institute
of Coptic Studies, and formerly Managing Director of the
Coptic Museum and Vice President of the Idamic and
Coptic Antiquities Sector at the Ministry of Antiquities. Dr
Naguib said that it all began in the last days of February
2018 when hereceived atel ephone call from archaeol ogical
and security authoritiesin Egypt, that led to ameeting with
an American figure prominent on the US political and
economic scenes. This in turn put Dr Naguib in contact
with the Museum of the Bible in Washington DC.

“By the end of March 2018,” Dr Naguib said, “l was
invited, together with Dr Sawiris whom | had strongly
recommended would join me, to visit the Museum of the
Bible. We left Cairo to Washington DC on 21 April 2018.
The purpose of thevisit wasto inspect acollection of Greek
and Coptic papyri and manuscripts that was placed in safe
storage at the museum. The day following our arrival, we
met Dr Jeff Kloha, Chief Curatorial Officer at the Museum
of the Bible in Washington DC.

“We were very well recelved by the museum
administration,” Dr Naguib said. “We directly set out to
work. The pace was gruelling; the day would start with an

Egypt's Mint Authority has released its most recent issue of
commemorative coins, a collection featuring the last three patriarchs of

the Coptic Orthodox Church.

Salah al-Basha, Curator of the Mint Authority Museum, told Watani
that the new collection comes within the interest and efforts of the Public
Treasury and the Mint to commemorate Egypt’s palitical, economic, and religious history;

also significant figures in the history of the country.

The Patriarch’'s Collection, Mr Bashatold Watani, was achieved through the joint effort
of the Mint and the papal headquarters as well as the Institute of Coptic Studies.

The three coin collection features the current Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of
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Sanaa’ Farouq

early morning meeting with administration staff, followed
by meticulous study of the artefacts in storage. This would
extend until lunchtime, then there were visits to museum
wings and, finally, another meeting with administration
officials at the end of the day. We worked side by side with
an able American team of four specialists, two in DC and
two outside it but who would join us on video conference.
We were allowed access to the original piecesin storage.”

Surprise

“A big surprise awaited us at the museum,” Dr Naguib
explained. “The museum did not only posses Greek and
Coptic papyri, but also possessed older papyri written
in Hieratic and Demotic.” Hieratic was a cursive writing
system in Ancient Egyptian, and was the principal script
used in the third millennium BC until the rise of Demotic
in the mid-first millennium BC. Demotic was later replaced
by Coptic, the Egyptian language written in Greek alphabet
with the addition of a few Coptic letters that did not exist
in Greek. Coptic was spoken in Egypt from the second
AD century; it is the last stage of the Egyptian language
that was gradually replaced by Arabic following the Arab
conquest of Egypt in the 7th century.

“The administration showed us a huge photo archive of
the Egyptian artefacts in the collection we worked on. It
revealed hundreds of other Egyptian pieces that included
cartonnage funerary masks, parts of coffins, heads of stone
statues, and anumber of portraitsof thedead. Thecollection
was large and varied, had not yet been catalogued, and was
not on display. It looked like the museum had bought it in
one lot, but had not worked on it yet.

“Ourwork,” Dr Naguib explai ned, focused on two aspects.
We had to estimate the scientific and archaeological value
of the artefacts, and to negotiatetheir repatriationin Egypt.”

Papyr us collections

“The demotic and hieratic papyri,” Dr Naguib noted,

“mostly included regular religious texts. Most of them are
fragments cut from long papyrus scrolls.

“The Greek collection was numerous and included
different-sized fragments of papyri. | believe they belong to
the 4th century and earlier, some of them comprised parts

Eqyptian Wit issues Coptic Patianchs' Coin Collction

Nasser Sobhy
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of the four gospels and the epistles of St Paul. No single
text is complete or near-complete. | think they come from
Middle Egypt.”

Dr Naguib said that the Coptic collection is very
important and diverse; it includes an almost complete
copy of Psalm 111 in the Saidi dialect of Upper Egypt
on papyrus, and most probably belongs to the 4th
century. There are very small fragments of papyrus
that hold texts difficult to recognise; they date back
to an early period and come from Upper Egypt.
The calligraphy is similar to that used on fragments
preserved in the British Library in London, some of
which date back to the 5th century.

“There were various pieces of literary texts written on
parchment,” he added, “whose content we had no time to
investigate. Those texts, however, date back to the thriving
Coptic erafrom the 8th to the 10th century.”

According to Dr Naguib, the Arabic-Coptic texts
include sacred and liturgical books that were written
very late after the 16th century; some of them found
in very good condition and complete, and “as far as |
remember,” he said, “they came from a not-so-famous
church in avillage south of Sohag,”

“In general,” Dr Naguib said, “the Coptic and early
Greek papyri are a very important addition to the Coptic
Museum'’s collection of manuscripts.”

Tough negotiations

Dr Naguib said that heand Dr Sawirishad “long and tough
negotiations” with the museum administration to persuade
them that the artefacts should be returned to Egypt. The
administration could see the point, but attempted to secure
some advantage to the museum, such astheright to put them
on temporary display or to work some cooperation with
Egypt in the field of antiquities. “At this point,” Dr Naguib
said, “we referred them to the Ministry of Antiquities and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs which followed up on the
matter till the collection was repatriated in Egypt.

Both Dr Naguib and Dr Sawiris expressed thei r happiness
that those artefacts are now back home. “Today,” Dr Naguib
proudly said, “I’'m one of the happiest Egyptians to have
those manuscripts home in Egypt. We do not have to travel
again for 18 hours to see them. We appreciate the great
effort exerted. Thank you to everyone who has contributed
to the repatriation effort. And congratulations to Egypt.”

his name written in Coptic, and one of his most famous quotes on the upper arc

The flip of the coins which features the face of Pope Kyrillos is a three
dimensional model of St Mark’s Cathedral in Abbassiya, which he built and
opened in 1968. It carries hiswords: “Pray all the time’.

Pope Shenouda’s flip coin features the papal headquarters in Abbasiya, which celebrates

60 years on its establishment this year. The words it carries are: “Egypt is a homeland

which livesin us’.

Pope Tawadross face is on the side of the coin that has arelief model of the Cathedral
of the Nativity of the Christ, which was opened in January 2019 by Pope Tawadros and

President Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi in the New Administrative Capital. The coin carries his

quote: “L ove one another”.

the See of St Mark, Pope Tawadros |1 and his two predecessors Pope Shenouda |11

(1923 — 2012) and Pope Kyrillos VI (1902 — 1971).

The collection is intended to commemorate fifty years on the passing away of Pope
Kyrillos VI, and the golden jubilee of the coronation of Pope Shenoudallll.

All three patriarchs are widely loved and venerated by Copts and Egyptians at large.

Pope Kyrillos was patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox Church in 1959 — 1971 He was

The coins are made of nickel and come in three versions. a silver collection, a silver

canonised in June 2013, hisfeast is celebrated on 9 March, the date that coincides with his

departure. Pope Shenoudallll was popein 1971 — 2012.

The Mint Authority sellsthe high relief collection in ared velvet box made especially to

house the collection.

The faces of the three Coptic popes figure in high relief each on the face of a coin with

plated one with 800 carat silver, and a bronze plated copper version. Each coin is 61
millimetresin diameter and 5 millimetres thick.

The Mint Authority has so far released 300 sets of the Patriarch’'s Collection, but has
authorisation to release up to 1000 sets according to market demand.

This is the 6th collection of commemorative coins the Mint issues. The first was the
12-coin Christ Collection in 2017; followed by the 12-coin Treasures of Pharaonic Egypt

Callection in 2018; the 12-coin Holy Family Collection in 2018; the Muhammad Ali Pasha

Dynasty Collection in 2019; and the 6-coin Historical Cairo Collection in 2020.

The only outlet selling these collectionsis at the Mint in Cairo.
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