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Des momies avec des langues en or découvertes prés d’Alexandrie

Une mission archéologique égypto-dominicaine a découvert pres d'Alexandrie des momies dotées d'une langue en or et datant
d'environ 2.000 ans. "La mission a fait la découverte de seize tombeaux taillés dans la roche dans le temple de Taposiris Magna,
a l'ouest d'Alexandrie”, dans le nord de I'Egypte, a expliqué le ministere des Antiquites, précisant que la technique employée était
répandue a l'époque grecque et romaine. Ces tombeaux renfermaient plusieurs momies "en mauvais état de conservation”
mais comportant des "amulettes enveloppées de feuilles d'or en forme de langue". Celles-ci étaient déposées dans la bouche
des défunts, selon une pratique observée ailleurs, "afin de s‘assurer qu'ils pulssent parler dans l'au-dela”, a précisé le ministere.

J
égyptologue dominicaine Kathleen

Martinez et son équipe ont aussi déterré
huit masques en marbre, des ornements
funéraires comme un diadéme en or,
une couronne, un collier avec un pendentif,
des pieces a l’effigie de Cléopétre VI,
des restes de bandelettes encollées
présentant des dorures ainsi que
des morceaux de papyrus.

S'il était trés commun dans 'Egypte
antique denterrer les morts avec des objets,
bijoux et de la nourriture pour leur voyage
dans le royaume des morts, I'ajout
d’une langue de substitution témoigne
du mélange des cultures locales et
gréco-romaines. Cette amulette funéraire
était censée permettre au mort de parler
pour se défendre dans lau-dela, notamment
lors du tribunal du dieu des morts, Osiris.

Si les momies a la langue dorée ont
été retrouvées en trés mauvais état
de conservation, permettant la découverte
immédiate de 'amulette, deux autres
momies  ont  également  attiré
I'attention des scientifiques. Une premiere
a «conservé des bandelettes et des parties
du cartonnage — couches de toile de lin
encollées, stuquées et peintes qui
enveloppent la momie — ornées
de dorures a leffigie d’Osiris» et
une seconde porte une «couronne omeée
de cornes et d’'un cobra a I'endroit
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Statues et masques funéraires
découverts a Taposiris Magna
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Martinez a réalisé de nombreuses
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Une amulette en forme de langue
d’or dans la bouche de 'une des momies

trois enfants. Les liens entre leurs
royaumes se resserrent, ce qui attise
la coléere d'Octave (le futur empereur
romain Auguste). Ce dernier déclare
alors la guerre a la reine d'Egypte en -32.
Cléopatre est vaincue a la suite
de la bataille d'Actium. Son royaume
tombé aux mains des Romains
et Marc Antoine mort, la reine décide
de se suicider, en se faisant mordre
par un aspic, comme le veut la tradition.

Cléopatre a mené une vie énigmatique.
Les secrets de sa vie n'ont toujours
pas été dévoilés 2000 ans apres
sa mort. Le lieu inconnu de sa tombe
a accentué le mystére qui entoure
cette reine. Récemment, Kathleen
Martinez, qui dirige la mission
archéologique opérant a Taposiris
Magna, sest mise a étudier minutieusement
sa vie essayant de répondre a la question
qui a tant préoccupé les archéologues
: ou se trouve la tombe de Cléopatre
et de Marc Antoine? Sont-ils vraiment
enterrés dans la méme tombe?

A noter que le nom Taposiris Magna
désigne une ville ainsi qu'un temple
de I'Egypte antique du méme nom
au méme endroit établi par le pharaon
Ptolémée II, entre 280 et 270 av. J.-C.
Selon Plutarque, le temple désigne
la tombe d'Osiris (dont Taposiris Magna
est la traduction).

Cette ville, connue actuellement

du front et un collier avec un pendentif
en forme de téte de faucon», symbole
de Horus, dieu protecteur associé
aux pharaons.

Cela fait pres de 10 ans que les fouilles
sont menées par Martinez et son équipe
dominicano-égyptienne sur le site
de Taposiris Magna. L’archéologue
est en effet persuadée que le tombeau
de Cléopéatre VII, source de tous
les fantasmes, se trouve sur ce site.
Bien que les chercheurs y aient découvert
de nombreuses choses, comme ces monies,

ou encore les restes d’un temple construit
par Ptolémée 1V, il est pour linstant
impossible de dire si son tombeau
s’y trouve ou non. La communauté
scientifique est, par ailleurs, tres
divisée sur la question. La plupart
pensent en effet que le tombeau
devrait se situer beaucoup plus proche
du centre d’Alexandrie, a 50 kilométres
du site de fouilles diirigé par la chercheuse.

Il convient de noter qu'au cours
des dix dernieres années, la mission
de recherche menée par Kathleen

découvertes archéologiques qui ont changé
la perception du temple de Taposiris
Magna. Un certain nombre de piéces
portant le nom et Iimage de la reine
Cléopatre VIl ont été trouvées a lintérieur
des murs du temple, en plus de nombreux
fragments de statues et d'éléments
du temple qui prouvent quiil a été construit
par le roi Ptolémée V.

La dynastie ptolémaique (330 a 30 av.
JC environ), d'origine grecque, fut
la derniere dynastie pharaonique

avant que I'Egypte ne passe sous
domination romaine. Cléopétre en fut
la derniere souveraine. Reine de 51
a 30 avant J.-C. «Cléopétre VIl était
a la fois une mere, une épouse,
une reine et une déesse». C’est ainsi
que l'archéologue dominicaine Kathleen
Martinez I'a décrite dans sa vidéo
de la série «Egypt documentryy,
diffusée sur Internet.

Née a Alexandrie en 69 av. J.-C.
et décédée en 30 avant notre ere,
Cléopatre VII, mariée a son frere

Ptolemée Xlll, devient reine d'Egypte
a 17 ans, en -51. Elle partage alors
le pouvoir avec son frére qui intrigue
afin de I'évincer du trone. Il y parvient
en -48. Cependant, grdce a laide
de César, la reine retrouve sa place
des -46. Ptolémeée Xl est assassiné
et Cléopétre est contrainte d'épouser
son autre frere, Ptolémée XIV.

Elle devient malgré tout la maitresse
de César et lui donne un fils. A la mort
du dictateur romain, Cléopéatre s'éprend
de Marc Antoine, avec qui elle aura

sous le nom d’Aboussir se situe a 45
kilometres a [l'ouest d’Alexandrie,
sur la Céte-Nord de la Méditerranée .
«ll 'y a plusieurs villes en Egypte
qui portent le nom d’Aboussir, dérivé
de Taposiris. Il s’en trouve a Guiza
et a Béni-Soueif. Dans ces cités,
selon le mythe, se trouvent des parties
du corps d’Osiris. La ville cétiere
d’Aboussir date de I'époque ptolémaique
et comprend plusieurs monuments
égyptiens antiques dont le plus important
est le temple de Taposiris.
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Problem on hold
Good bye proper Arabic?

Youssef Sidhom

A firm stand taken earlier this month by the
Speaker of Egypt’s House of Representatives
Hanafy al-Gebali is worth consideration
and commendation. As MPs took the
podium to speak, a number of them used
Arabic interspersed with English words
or expressions. The Speaker declared his
opposition to that,demanded that MPs should
adhere to the use of proper Arabic, and asked
for the English expressions to be deleted from
the official minutes of the meeting.

Speaker Gebali’s move put an end to a
matter long overlooked in parliament. His
stance moreover addressed a persistent
mainstream problem that has long been
ignored. This problem is the rampant use of
non-Arabic words or expressions amid Arabic
talk by speakers of Egyptian Arabic or classic
Arabic. It is as though Arabic falls short of
aptly expressing modern-day situations,
notions, or sentiments. This belittlement
of Arabic as a means of expression and
interaction has become so widespread that it
commands firm denunciation and warning,
because Arabic is indeed innocent of the
seeming incapacity. As I see it, the reason
for using non-Arabic to compliment Arabic
speech is either because the speaker is too
ignorant of Arabic and its vast capabilities,
or is good at another language and wishes to
show it off regardless of whether or not the
listener is familiar with it, or suffers from
an identity crisis which drives him or her
to disregard their original language and use
another to express themselves. In all cases,
such speakers appear to be oblivious of the
fact that, as they attempt some haughty show
off, they end up looking shaky characters
uninterested in full interaction with others.

I am not against being adept at languages
other than our native Egyptian Arabic
or classic Arabic. It cannot be denied
that Egypt’s geographical location has
placed Egyptians in the position of being
familiar with languages other than their
native tongue, whether through schooling
or interaction with visitors from all over
the world. I belong to a generation among
which many were educated in “language
schools” that taught children languages
such as English, French, German, or
Italian. Yet these schools also taught
Arabic at a very high standard: reading,
writing, history, literature, and thought, at
the hands of superb teachers. These schools
gave Arabic utmost importance, and
worked hard to teach children to be fluent
in all the languages they taught. There was
no tolerance to trivialising any language,
using a vocabulary mix of more than one
language, or shuttling between various
languages in the same speech; any such
practice was seen as speaker inadequacy.

So how did we come to forego proper
language principles and be where we are
today? I believe the deplorable tolerance of
erroneous teaching methods has played a
detrimental role in that. The time honoured
practice of using specific languages in the
fields specific to them has been abandoned.
English was once the sole language to teach
English and the sciences. Now English
vocabulary and grammar are being explained
to children in Arabic. This has happened
gradually over a long period of time, spurred
by increasingly inadequate teachers who
thought they would bring English closer
to their students by explaining it in Arabic,
until it became the norm. No surprise then
that generations of students grew up into
men and women who use different languages
interchangingly at the same instance, in many
cases as a means of haughty show off.

Our modern daily life and talk witness
complete surrender to such mixed use of
languages, to the point that it has become
spontaneous practice even in the audio and
visual media. It begs the question of how
about audiences who expect Arabic content?
Will everyone be able to understand the
multilingual feed? And when I say it is now
rampant media practice, I do not mean it is
widespread only in talk shows, but also in
artistic and variety shows. To say nothing
of advertisements or brand names of goods
where the use of non-Arabic has become so
rampant that one could be forgiven to think
Arabic is on its way to its demise.

No surprise then that modern technology
and social media, the frequenters of which are
in the major part youngsters or children, brim
with the use of interchangeable multilingual
vocabulary and  expression.  Youthful
creativity has reached the point where the
numerals used in western languages have
been employed for use as Arabic letters
not available in western languages. A
hybrid language evolved where Arabic is
transliterated in English, using numerals to
denote the consonants absent in the English
language. So the borderlines between
languages appear to have fallen; it looks like
there is no longer any standalone language to
express anything or everything.

On 14 August 2020 I wrote lamenting the
handy Arabic script of rigaa falling into
disuse by younger generations for the simple
reason that there was no more a need for it.

I asked the question “[Is] Handy Arabic
script on [its] way to obsolescence?”;
now [ ask “Is Arabic proper on its way to
obsolescence?”

Dalia

Samia Mahmoud

On 18 February this year 2021, Watani International marked its 20th anniversary.

Admittedly, a 20th calls for celebration, but even more it induces reflection on the scale
of change brought about in 20 years’ time.

Watani’s 20 years have witnessed events pivotal to the entire world, to our region, to
our country, and to our homes. Each and every event left an indelible impact on us as
we worked to cover them faithfully on all fronts, realising that our coverage would be a
documentation of history as we lived it.

To cite but two such events, September 2001 witnessed what is now famous as 9 /11,
the terror attack by the Islamist al-Qaeda against the US. And January 2011 saw what
was termed the Arab Spring, an event that brought Islamists to power in Egypt until
the Egyptian people and army overthrew them through the massive millions-strong
revolution on 30 June 2013.

As with every other business, Watani International moved from pen and paper to
modern technology which incidentally served us perfectly under COVID-19. A major
portion of our work today is done from home, and our focus is now not only the paper,
but also its e-version, our website www.wataninet.com

Our Watani International team also went through many changes. An overwhelmingly
female group who started as freshly graduated young women grew to become seasoned
journalists and writers. This they did even as they went about having families of their
own, taking care of beloved children and husbands. A few left Egypt altogether as they
looked for brighter prospects on distant shores.

As for me ... well, I'm 20 years older, more experienced, and hopefully wiser.
I cherish every person who crossed my path and alongside whom I worked at
Watani, every editor, journalist, administrator, and worker—starting with our
Editor-in-Chief Youssef Sidhom who is also my brother and who lovingly,
faithfully, and diligently leads and guides the paper, giving it his all; down to our
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Lydia Heba

My thanks and appreciation, and especially my love, go to every one on our Watani
International team, those of them who left, those who joined midway, and those who
remain with us.

Ghada Tantawi began with us as a savvy translator, but left for a more superior
opportunity. Marina Ihab, Donia Wagdy and Rania Farid were among our first translators;
now Marina and Rania have careers and families in Australia, but Donia—now a mother
of two lovely daughters—is still with us. Lydia Farid began as a trainee, but is now an
important member of our team and mother to a fine little boy. Dalia Victor joined us later,
only to become my right-hand person in Watani International together with Donia who
is my other hand. The last to join us was Sherine Nader who quickly integrated in our
team, made impeccable translations, and gained a warm place in our heart. But she had
to leave to Canada for family reasons.

Two other very special persons on our team, Mahmoud Bakr and Heba Adel who have
been with us ever since we started and until now, do our page design with passionate
proficiency that borders on real art.

Each and every one of these wonderful persons has been for me an inspiration and
motivation to move forward. Before COVID-19 times, our work together in the newsroom
used to be a supremely joyful time. We worked, talked, argued, laughed, and ate together,
our room was so lively and so brimming with life that everyone in the paper used to love
to drop by.

Finally, what am I to say? Words are the tools and basis of my work, yet they fall short of
expressing my gratitude to everyone who made and makes Watani International. Thank you
all. T learned a lot from of each you. You made my work a happy, cherished effort.

Samia Sidhom,

smiling, invaluable office boys.

On 4th Feast of Modern-Day Martyrs,

6th anniversary of Libya Martyrs:

The date 15 February 2021 marks the 4th Feast of Modern-
Day Martyrs, also known as Feast of Contemporary Martyrs,
an annual feast assigned by the Coptic Orthodox Church to
celebrate Christians in Egypt killed in the 21st century on
account of their faith.

"O my Lord Jesus’

The date 15 February was chosen since it marks the day
in 2015 when video footage was posted on the Internet
by Daesh, also known as IS (Islamic State), showing the
beheading of 20 Egyptian men and one Ghanaian in Sirte,
Libya. The Egyptians came from Samalout in Minya,
some 250km south of Cairo; 13 of them from the village
of al-Our, the other seven from nearby villages. The video
footage showed them lined up in orange jumpsuits on a
Mediterranean shore in Sirte where they were one by one
brutally beheaded by black-clad masked executioners. The
last words each of the martyrs uttered were a quiet “Oh my
Lord Jesus”, or “Lord, have mercy on me”.

The 21 Christians beheaded in Libya were declared martyrs
of faith by the Coptic Church, since they chose to die rather
than deny Christ; they came to be known as the Libya Martyrs.
The anniversary is marked on 15 February, and coincides with
the Feast of Modern-Day Martyrs.

The remains of the martyrs now rest in a shrine inside a
church built in their honour in al-Our.

The martyrs’ remains had been flown to Cairo in 20 coffins
on 15 May 2018, after they were found by the Libyan authorities
in September 2017, and identified through DNA testing. They
were received at Cairo Airport by Pope Tawadros IT who said
Thanksgiving Prayers, and a deacon procession that chanted
joyous songs of the Resurrection.

The bodies were moved to al-Our where they were placed in a
special shrine at a church built in their honour. The church was
built by Egypt’s Armed Forces, by order of President Abdel-
Fattah al-Sisi who aptly named it the “Church of the Martyrs
of Faith and the Homeland”.

Matthew comes ‘home

The relics of the Ghanaian martyr Matthew Ayariga were
brought to Egypt from Libya upon formal request by Anba
Pavnotius, Metropolitan of Samalout, in October 2020, with a
pledge to hand the relics over to his family or country should
they ever ask for them. Anba Pavnotius had made the request in
response to persistent demands by the people of al-Our to have

Editor of Watani International

Nader Shukry
Michael Victor
Ashraf Helmy

Matthew, as they fondly call him, rest alongside their martyrs.
This year, under the sponsorship of Anba Pavnotius, an
anthem was sung for the first time to commemorate Matthew
and sing a praise to him. Under the title of “The loveliest of
tales”, the song was posted in video footage on social media,
performed by Fr Menassa Samir and Mariam Girgis to lyrics
written by Mina Magdy. The video starts with Anba Pavnotius
welcoming Matthew’s relics in Egypt to join the martyrs of
faith in their church in al-Our. The words of the song describe
the martyr as: “Oh good-hearted dark-coloured guy ..., words
commonly used by Egyptians to describe themselves.
https://www.facebook.com/bosha.rasky posts/3801713793218223

Under COVID-19

The church at al-Our has become a pilgrimage site for
Egyptians and non-Egyptians who wish to be blessed by
the martyrs. Their feast is celebrated according to the time
honoured Egyptian tradition of holding “spiritual awakening”
evenings of prayer, praise, Bible readings, and sermons during
the two weeks leading to the feast day. On the feast day, Mass
is celebrated to commemorate them.

Because of the spread of COVID-19 this year, Anba Pavnotius
had to cancel the spiritual awakening evenings which are
usually well attended; it would have been very difficult to
manage the crowds or control their numbers. But the eve of
the feast was marked with a Vespers incense service, and Mass
was celebrated for them on their feast day. Both the service
and Mass will be restricted to the Metropolitan, priests and
deacons, and a limited congregation.

“On their feast,” al-Our priest said, “we pray to the Lord to
lift the pandemic from the whole world, and for churches to
reopen and resume service and activities.”

Pope Francis. Baptism of blood

On their feast day, 15 February, the Catholic News Agency
wrote that Pope Francis praised the courageous witness of the
21 Coptic Orthodox Christians killed by IS in 2015, calling
them “saints of all Christians.”

In a video message for the “Day of Contemporary Martyrs”

Icon by Victor Fakhoury, 2015

Pope Francis said, “I hold in my heart that baptism of blood,
those 21 men baptised as Christians with water and the Spirit.

“I thank God our Father because He gave us these
courageous brothers. I thank the Holy Spirit because He
gave them the strength and consistency to confess Jesus
Christ to the point of shedding their blood. I thank the
bishops, the priests of the Coptic sister Church which
raised them and taught them to grow in the faith. And I
thank the mothers of these 21 men, who ‘nursed’ them in
the faith,” he said.

“These men had gone to work abroad to support their
families: ordinary men, fathers of families...” the Pope noted
in his message. “They are our saints, saints of all Christians,
saints of all Christian denominations and traditions.”

Pope Francis said that: “from their simple but consistent
faith, they received the greatest gift a Christian can receive:
bearing witness to Jesus Christ to the point of giving their life.

“I join the holy faithful people of God who in their
simplicity, with their consistency and inconsistencies, with
their graces and sins, carry forth the confession of Jesus
Christ: Jesus Christ is Lord.”

Pope Francis’s video message was sent to an online event
organised by the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of London to
commemorate contemporary martyred Christians.

“Let us pray together in memory of these 21 Coptic Martyrs,”
Pope Francis concluded, “may they intercede for us all before
the Father. Amen.”

Sydney memorial

Coptic modern-day martyrs have been also honoured
in Sydney where a memorial was erected for them at the
church of St Mary and St Marina as early as 2009. The
memorial is in the form of a pharaonic style obelisk made
of aluminium sheets, on which the names of hundreds of
martyrs are inscribed in golden letters. Owing to the steady
increase in the number of martyrs since then, the church
added two boards next to the obelisk that carry the names of
the more recent martyrs.

The obelisk carries words by Pope Shenouda III, patriarch
from 1971 to 2012, which he said in the wake of a court verdict
acquitting suspects in the murder of Copts owing to lack of
evidence and conflicting testimonies of witnesses. The Pope’s
words: “We appeal to God alone, who told Cain ‘The sound
of your brother’s blood cries out to Me from the ground.” We
await Heaven’s justice.”
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