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@ Effective decision making seminar-
Harvard- Kennedy School.

@ Managing People for maximum per-
formance seminar-Harvard- Kennedy
School.

@ Governing for nonprofit Excellence-
Harvard Business School(2004)

@ Women and Power Leadership in a new
world-Harvard University-Kennedy
School-executive education(2006).

@ Climate Change and development-
Havard Univeristy-(1999).

@ leadership for theZIStCen-
tury:Chaos.Conflict and Courage-
Harvard- Kennedy School(2002).

@ Strategic Marketing Managment Har-
vard Business School(2003).

@ Strategies for enhancing executive In-
fluence-Harvard-Kennedy School.

@ Strategic Negotiations deal making for
the long term Harvard Business School
(2003).
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@ Honorary Degree of Doctor Philosophy
From the American Universrity in Cairo
AUC (2014).

@ Named as one of the Women s eNews
21Leaders for the 21° Century (2012).

@ The Clinton Global Initative Award 2010
for the commitment to "Zero Waste with
no Landfill" (2021).

@ Award for Distinction and Enterpren-

eurship hy Ashoka Arab World in (2009).

@ The Women Leadership Award by tne
Future Generation Foundation in (2007).

@ The Global Women's Leadership Award
in Cairo in(2006).

@ The AUC Distinguished Alumni Award
in (1998).
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@ Environmental economics and policy
analysis workshop-Harvard(1998)
@ Economics and the Environment-

Harvard- Kennedy School(2001)
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Le Pape Tawadros lance une nouvelle image du sanctualre d_e Saint- Marc

Sa Sainteté le Pape Tawadros II, Pape d'Alexandrie et Patriarche de la prédication ="t SW Y [
de Saint-Marc, a inauguré le samedi 7 novembre le sanctuaire de Saint-Marc
I'apotre prédicateur d'Egypte, dans la cathédrale Saint Marc a Abbassiya,
apres avoir été rénoveé pour la premiere fois depuis sa création par Sa Saintetée
le Pape Kyrollos VI en 1968 dans le contexte du retour de ses reliques de Rome
la méme année. Au milieu des exaltations et des mélodies de joie, Sa Sainteté
le Pape a dévoilé la plaque commémorative de la rénovation du sanctuaire
du prédicateur, puis a place des embaumes sur le tombeau contenant

Sa Sainteté le Pape Tawadros Il

avait renouvelé et restauré le sanctuaire
de Saint-Marc, cinquante ans aprés
sa création, pour le préserver tout en
maintenant son image initiale, ce sanctuaire
est une destination pour de nombreux
fideles pour étre bénis par les reliques
de Saint-Marc et les icbnes distinguées
qui ont été dessinées par l'artiste Ishak
Fanous en 1969. Les travaux
de restauration et de rénovation ont
été confiés a un groupe de travail dirigé
par le moine qommos Maximos El Antoni,
spécialisé dans e domaine de la restauration
et qui dirige un groupe de jeunes
restaurateurs diplébmés de la Faculté
d'archéologie. Les travaux de restauration
ont débuté en juillet 2020 et ont duré
une vingtaine de jours pendant lesquels
des couches de "suie" des bougies
allumées ont été retirées devant
les icbnes du sanctuaire, ainsi que
des écritures de certains visiteurs
comme souvenir, en plus du nettoyage
de la poussiere résultant des empreintes
sur les icbnes pour recevoir la bénédiction.
En conséquence, la partie inférieure
de ces icbnes qui est accessible
aux visiteurs a été ternie. La restauration
a été en outre faite pour le plafond
du sanctuaire qui a été affecté par
la fumée des bougies qui formait
une couche noire recouvrant les traits
de l'icbne qui s’y trouve, représentant
le Christ assis sur le trébne, entouré
des quatre animaux ailés.

Le sanctuaire contient licone représentant
Saint-Marc trainé a terre dans les rues
d'Alexandrie et licbne de son enterrement,
au milieu se trouve une icéne du Saint,

es reliques de Saint-Marc.

debout face aux icébnes des anges
autour de la porte du sanctuaire.
Les icénes ont été nettoyées,
les fissures ont été traitées et les restaurations
soignées ont été faites en utilisant
les mémes couleurs et la méthode
de dessin tout en traitant les effets
de ces réparations et restaurations,
en particulier dans l'icbne de l'ange

et licbne de Saint-Marc trainé.
On a également complétement
modifié le réseau électrique et

d'éclairage a l'intérieur du sanctuaire,
et les appliques  apparentes,
les lampes fluorescentes et
les lampes a vis ont été remplacées
par d’autres a lumiere tamisée afin
de donner au lieu un caractére
de révérence et de calme ainsi
qu’une touche esthétique.

Les ornements en cuivre sous forme
de croix sur les portes du sanctuaire
ont également été enlevés, polis et
nettoyés, puis replacés. Les fenétres
ornées de dessins de vitraux et de couleurs
congues par lartiste Isaac Fanous
ont été démontées, nettoyées et
restaurées, et les fragments brisés
ont été remplacées par d’autres ayant
les mémes couleurs a linstar
du monastere de Mar Mina a Abiar,
Tanta, qui est composé de sept
fenétres. La fenétre du milieu porte
une image du Christ sur le tréne,

du cété droit se trouvent l'icbne

de la Sainte Famille, licéne de l'archange
Gabriel, licbne d'Anba Paula et
d’Anba Antoine, et du c6té gauche

se trouvent licéne de Saint Marc l'apétre,
l'icbne de I'archange Michel et l'icbne

du Pape Kyrollos, le pilier de la religion

En ce qui concerne la protection
des icbnes aprés la restauration,
une barriere a été fabriquée avec
des tuyaux en acier inoxydable
de maniere esthétique pour séparer
les visiteurs des icones afin d’empécher
le contact, car elle éloigne le visiteur
de licbne a une distance d'environ
un métre. Il 'y a aussi un nombre
de plantes d'ombrage naturel placés
a l'intérieur de pots en verre donnant
a la place une touche esthétique,
et le plancher en marbre du sanctuaire
a été completement poli et dégage,
mettant en valeur sa couleur blanche
incrustée d'un dessin de marbre jaune
avec du marbre noir en forme de croix
au milieu se trouvent les saintes
reliques recouvertes d'un revétement
de velour, qui d'un cété porte une image
de Saint-Marc et de l'autre une image
de la croix copte. Les icénes qui se
trouvaient a lintérieur du sanctuaire
ont été retiréces pour étre placées
a l'extérieur afin que les visiteurs
puissent recevoir leur bénédiction
et allumer des bougies devant elles,
et en méme temps pour qu'elles ne
soient plus une raison de la propagation
de couches de "suie" et de fumée sur
les icbnes du sanctuaire restaurées.
On a aussi procédé au nettoyage
du marbre a l'extérieur du sanctuaire
et fait peindre la fagade tout en mettant
en ordre la place devant le sanctuaire.
Michael Victor - Sanaa Farouk
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On November Tth, 2020 Pasps 18, 17y

His Holiness
Pope Tawadros |l

Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch
of the See of St. Mark Has inaugunied
the renovations of

meshﬁMUS . Mark

tle. Those ose renovations have
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Problems on hold
No matter who wins presidential election...

US loses
Youssef Sidhom

| write this editorid as the US presidential
race rages on, with millions around the world
holding their breath to known who the 46th
president of the United States of Americawill
be. I do not know whether or not the election
result would have been final by the time this
editorial reaches my readers, but I am in fact
keen to express my view regardless of who
the winner is; the Republican incumbent
President Donald Trump, or the Democrat
Joe Biden. The chances of Trump winning
a second term appear dimmer than those of
his nemesis Biden winning the presidency
and pushing him over from the White House.
However, what | discuss here has nothing to
do with the winner or loser; it touches upon
the essence of the democratic experience and
its capacity to ensure peaceful power rotation.
We have long sung the praises of this attribute
of US democracy but, right now, it appears to
be reeling and staggering.

Lest anyone thinks I am exaggerating, let
me quote one of America sprominent political
analysts and columnists, Thomas Friedman.
Asthe presidential race reached its height, the
heated conflict, allegations of fraud, and vio-
lent protest involved, drove Mr Freidman to
writein the New York Times on 5 November:
“Wetill do not know whoisthewinner of the
presidential election. But we do know who is
theloser: the United States of America.”

My generation recalls US presidential elec-
tions since the middle of the last century when
the country was famous for its smooth presi-
dentia eections and rotation of power. Natu-
rally, all presidential races involved political,
economic and socia variance in views, agen-
das and pledges, frequently leading to heated
tugs of war. But al through, presidential can-
didates respected the election mechanism,
the vote count system, and announcement
of the outcome. Once the final result was an-
nounced, the losers congratul ated the winners
and called on their supporters to rally behind
the elected president, as one unified nation.
The democratic process and the will of the
majority were fully respected.

So why do these staunch democratic tradi-
tions seem to be crumbling during the current
presidential race? Matters have actually been
building up since the Democratic candidate,
Joe Biden, was announced some three months
ago. Trump fired at Biden hostile remarks,
and unabashedly said that a Biden win would
indicate fraud and manipulation through the
mail-in votes. This was unprecedented in US
presidential races. Then wewitnessed the hos-
tile, aggressive manner Trump adopted during
his first debate with Biden. Trump persisted in
constantly interrupting his rival and verbally
harassing him, relinquishing all dialogue eth-
ics. Sadly, Trump began, and Biden followed
suit. Trump then kept aleging potential voter
fraud even before the voting started; this
served to rally his supporters against the in-
tegrity of the electoral process and mail-in
voting, to the point that many people—myself
included—felt wary of possible confronta-
tions between supporters of Trump and Biden.
This is in fact what happened, and what we
saw on news channels covering voting and
vote count, especially within the determining
States and the Electora College. State gover-
nors, observers, analysts, and even top figures
of the Republican Party, insisted there was
no evidence of fraud, yet Trump’s supporters
were persuaded of election fraud; they lost
their minds and engaged in violent skirmishes
with Biden's supporters, which prompted po-
lice interference to separate them and contain
matters. As he started facing possibilities of
loss, Trump did not act responsibly as Presi-
dent of the US or pose as a good example to
his supporters by leading them towards a uni-
fied nation. He continued firing accusations,
claiming his presidency had been fraudulently
usurped, and that his team would not let this
pass unchallenged. He urged his supporters
not to give up, aleging that the mediawas an-
tagonigtic towards him. He said that dl those
who acknowledged a Biden win were his en-
emies, guilty of conspiring to usurp his well-
deserved win of asecond term.

In reply to such absurdities, a number of
satellite channels aired video footage de-
picting the response of previous contenders
in US presidential elections who had lost
over the years; these included President
George W. Bush, Senator John McCain and
Hilary Clinton, and who honourably owned
their loss, and called on their supporters to
accept the result and unify behind the presi-
dent elect for the sake of America. What a
shame for Trump!

| repeat what | wrote at the beginning of this
editorid: Regardless of the eection result,
history will not forgive Trump’s reckless ir-
responsible behaviour that implies he has no
qualms about sacrificing his country’s integ-
rity for his greed for power. His niece Mary
Trump said that what he did emulated a coup;
after losing the election hetriesto stripit of le-
gitimacy and threatens to go to court without
evidence to support his allegations.

Finally, I am not trying to compare be-
tween the policies of Trump and Biden;
here many would differ. I am rather point-
ing at the huge setback Trump has worked
on American democracy. It has given rise to
talk about arift within the American nation
that has slipped into conflict tantamount to
civil war; some even fear that States might
pull out of the federation. So much for
peaceful rotation of power.

Holy Virgin’s church in Maadi, Cairo,
site where Holy Family sailed south

Whereas the story of the flight of the Holy Family—the Child
Jesus, His mother Mary, and St Joseph—into Egypt is explicitly
mentioned in the second chapter of the Gospel of Matthew, the Bi-
ble gives no details of that flight. It says that Herod the King sought
to destroy the Child Jesus, so God’s command came to St Joseph to
“take the Child and His mother and flee into Egypt, and stay there
till I tell you.” When Herod dies, God commands St Joseph to take
them back to the land of Israel. The gap between entering Egypt
and departing it to go back home is filled by local tradition. Yet this
tradition is known by very few outside Egypt. The Coptic Church
marks the date 24 Pashons (Bashans), which coincides with 1 June,
as the Feast of the Entry of the Holy Family into Egypt, a glorious
feast for Copts.

Tradition of asmplefamily

Steeped in tradition, the journey of the Holy Family into Egypt is
well charted, backed by historical documents and manuscripts. The
traditional icon that depicts the flight into Egypt shows the Holy
Virgin tenderly holding Baby Jesus as they ride a donkey led by St
Joseph, or as they sail the Nile.

Coming from the historical land of Israel, the Holy Family entered
Egypt from its northeast outpost of what is today Rafah, travelled
southwest till the Nile Delta and the Western Desert, then south
east to present-day Cairo and further south till Assiut, some 350km
south of Cairo. There they spent the longest interval in their journey.
When St Joseph was ordered to take the young Child and His moth-
er back to Israel, the Family took a return trip north on a slightly dif-
ferent path. Their sojourn in Egypt, which lasted some three years,
extended over 3,500km, 31 sites, eight caves or grottos, 18 water
springs or wells, and 13 trees. Today, churches or monasteries stand
on these sites which Egyptians see as sources of palpable blessing.

Tradition tells of time-honoured miracles worked by the Holy
Family, also of everyday tales of the poor nondescript ‘parents’ with
the Baby in a strange land. Here, they stop to rest under the shade of
a tree. . .there, the young mother gives Baby a bath...elsewhere she
bakes bread for her family.

Egyptians celebrate the Holy Family on their land as the family
that was ‘your next-door neighbour’ sharing your everyday ex-
periences in a closeness that makes for areal, living connection
defying time and space.

What proof do you have?

With this gem of a heritage known to very few outside Egypt,
the country has decided to familiarise the world with it, and invite
everyone to come to Egypt for pilgrimage to these wondrous sites
and amazing blessings.

On the ground, it was the Ministry of Tourism that, at the outset
of the second millennium, endorsed the trail of the Holy Family in
Egypt as a destination for religious and cultural tourism. The Coptic
Church totally cooperated in that respect.

According to Nader Girgis, Coordinator of the Tourism Ministry’s
Committee for Reviving the Holy Family Trip in Egypt, when talks
started in 2011 with the Catholic Church to endorse the Holy Family
trail in Egypt as a religious destination, they got nowhere. “No one
recognised our version of the Flight of the Holy Family to Egypt;
they were unfamiliar with the tradition.

“In May 2016, Yehia Rashed became Egypt’s Minister of Tour-
ism, a post he held till January 2018. He was assigned with prioritis-
ing the Holy Family pilgrimage project with the Vatican. Less than
a week in office, he headed to Rome to broach the topic with the
relevant officials. “When he asked why they wouldn’t recognise the
Holy Family Trail in Egypt, the reply was that there was no histori-
cal proof to Egypt’s claims about it; it could be, after all, no more
than popular folklore.”

Documents, manuscriptsand vists

Back in Egypt, Mr Rashed rushed to meet Pope Tawadros and
told him of the predicament. “How can you prove what you claim
about the Holy Family’s history in Egypt?” he said.

Pope Tawadros assigned the matter to the Institute of Coptic Stud-
ies, asking them to compile al documents, manuscripts and facts
that prove that the Holy Family spent more than three years in Egypt,
and how and where they stayed. “This task was achieved,” Mr Gir-
gis sad, “and the historical facts were collected from manuscripts
and documents of the Coptic Church, documents written by western
clergy, and research done by international institutes and universities.

“A Vatican delegation came to explore the sites ... We handed
them the data compiled, and discussed with them the pilgrimage
project. They visited the sites and were amazed at their beauty
and the spirituality they evoked, and moved by the living faith
till practised in them.”

Convent of Mar-Girgis in Old Cairo
produces book and documentary on
the trail of the Hon Family in Egypt

AngdeReda
Nasser Sobhy
Dina Sdhom

In October 2017, Pope Francis blessed the icon of the Holy Fam-
ily in Egypt, placing it thus as a viable pilgrimage destination.

Egyptian tourism authorities are working to extend world-class
infrastructure to the sites on the Holy Family trail in Egypt, in order
to develop them to comfortably receive tourists, and place them on
the global religious tourism map.

Pilgrimage destination

In the most recent contribution to raise worldwide awareness of
the trail of the Holy Family in Egypt, a new book has been pub-
lished and a documentary produced by the Coptic Orthodox con-
vent of Mar-Girgis (St George) in old Cairo.

Intended as cultural and tourist guides for Egyptians and non-
Egyptians alike, both the book and documentary have been pro-
duced in six languages trand ated from the original Arabic: English,
French, German, Italian, Russian, and Spanish.

To launch the book and documentary, an event was held on 7
November 2020 at Anba Rweiss Theatre on St Mark Cathedral
grounds in Abbassiya, Cairo. Pope Tawadros II opened the event
which was attended by a number of Cabinet ministers, ambassa-
dors, governors, high ranking State officials, as well as bishops and
priests.

Anba Danial, Bishop of Maadi and Secretary-General of the Cop-
tic Orthodox Holy Synod, started by welcoming the guests: Minis-
ter of Tourism and Antiquities, Khaled al-Anani who represented
Prime Minister Mostafa Madbouly; Minister of Emigration and Ex-
patriate Egyptians, Nabila Makram; as well as the ambassadors and
the representatives of other Churches; also al the attendees.

He went on to thank the convent of Mar-Girgis for the consid-
erable dedicated work that went into the book and documentary
which, he said, go a long way to complement the official tourist
project. “The Holy Family trail in Egypt,” Anba Danial said, “is
a pilgrimage destination no less than the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in Jerusalem.

“Pope Tawadros,” he noted, “always speaks of the River Nile
as the life giving artery that runs the length of Egypt. The book
and film show that that artery is not only physically life giving,
but carries spiritual life too to those on its banks.”

Ready to welcome pilgrims

Dr Anani, representing the Prime Minister, said he was hon-
oured to be attending that event which focused on a topic close
to his heart, and which he had been following in his capacity as
Cabinet Minister since 2016.

He highly praised the documentary produced by Mar-Girgis
convent, saying the Ministry would be using it to promote the
Holy Family trail in Egypt, noting that no other country in the
world enjoys such a blessing.

“Apart fromitstouristic value,” Dr Anani said, “the documen-
tary is an invaluable means of spreading awareness of the Holy
Family’s journey in Egypt, not only to Christian children but
also to Muslim children who should learn what an exceptional
blessing was bestowed on their land.”

The Minister detailed government efforts to restore and de-

Holy Virgin Tree
in Mattareya, Cairo, site restored
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velop the sites on the trail, citing as examples the restoration of
the early Christian century churches of Abu-Serga in Old Cairo,
St Abanoub in the east Delta town of Samanoud, the Holy Vir-
gin in Gabal al-Teir in Minya some 250km south of Cairo, and
Muharraq Monastery in Assiut some 350km south of Cairo, also
numerous monasteries throughout Egypt.

“In order for sites on the trail to be prepared to receive tour-
ists,” Dr Anani said, “we started by equipping them with ade-
quate infrastructure, safe roads replete with guideposts and ser-
vices, and hotels. More important, local populations have been
made aware of and invited to be partnersin the development and
touristic efforts.”

Dr Anani spoke of the government’s effort to have the Holy
Family Trail in Egypt and all its attendant traditions and celebra-
tions listed on UNESCO's tangible and intangible heritage lists.
“We have presented that file to Pope Tawadros,” he said, “for
revision, and viewpoints. Once done, Egypt will present it to
UNESCO.”

Monasteries preserving heritage

Pope Tawadros gave a speech which he started with a warm
welcome to the guests.

“We are proud to launch this book and this 46-minute doc-
umentary as valuable witnesses to our history, not only the
history of our Coptic Church, but the history of our beloved
Egypt,” he noted.

The Pope spoke of the Coptic Orthodox Church which was
founded by St Mark the Apostle in 60 - 68 AD, but which was
years earlier based on Jesus Christ Himself when He came to
Egypt as a child with the Holy Virgin and St Joseph. “We Egyp-
tians have been blessed since Jesus Christ chose our land of
Egypt as a refuge from the face of evil, thereby blessing it with
Hisimmeasurable grace,” the Pope said.

The Pope thanked the nuns of the convent of St George, and
the Abbess, Tamav Tekla, for the huge effort that went into pro-
ducing the book and documentary. That effort, he said, was but
one in a long list of perennial efforts by monasteries and con-
vents in Egypt to conduct scholarly works and to jealously guard
and preserve heritage. This, he said, was in addition to the tradi-
tion of Christian monasticism that started with St Anthony the
Great in Egypt’s Eastern Desert, and spread through the entire
world, giving peace and comfort.

Pope Tawadros saluted all Egyptian officials who sponsored
the project of the Holy Family trail in Egypt, starting with Presi-
dent Sisi, PM Madbouly, and Dr Anani.

Thebook and the documentary

Massaar al-Aila al-Muqadassa fi Misr (Trail of the Holy Fam-
ily in Egypt), the 119-A4-page book published by the convent
of Mar-Girgis, is rich in stunning photographs, and relies on
two sources of reference: manuscripts and historical writings.
Among these are five well-known homilies or discourses by the
Coptic Pope Theophilos and Byzantine Patriarch John Chrysos-
tom, both from the 4th century; 5th century Pope Timotheus; and
the two 7th century bishops Anba Zacharias of Sakha, and Anba
Kiriakos of Bahnassa. The book also cites testimonies of travel-
lers throughout the ages. It mentions non-Coptic landmarks on
the trail, be they Pharaonic, Greco-Roman, or Islamic.

According to Wagdy Ghali, editor of the English and French
language versions of the book, the text was meticulously revised
and re-revised to ensure accuracy. Mr Ghali said the book was a
brief of a much larger encyclopaedic work the Mar-Girgis Con-
vent isworking on.

As to the remarkable documentary, Massaar al-Aila al-Muga-
dassa fi Misr (Trail of the Holy Family in Egypt), it is directed by
Peter Mimi, with Arabic voiceover by the widely loved Coptic actor
Maged al-Kedwani; versions of the documentary carry voiceovers
in the six languages. The content was compiled from impressive
footage filmed by Gamil Latif, consultant of cinema and TV film-
ing, who told Watani that, being privileged to serve at Mar-Girgis's,
he heard of the book project and directly volunteered to do the pho-
tography and filming needed. He said that, despite the gruelling ef-
fort he exerted, given that many of the sites were not easily accessi-
ble—some could not be reached by any familiar means of transport,
the journey carried indescribable blessings.

“If any country in the world possessed but one stone of that
sacred heritage,” Mr Latif said, “it would have been found
worthy of global attention. Egypt possesses an unsurpassed
wealth of such heritage, and is hence poised to show the world
the vestiges of the honour it was given when the Lord of Lords
took refuge initsland.”
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