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Béatification de Carlo Acutis, un modéle pour les jeunes

«lUn garcon de notre temps, un garcon comme tant d’autres, a été conquis par Jésus pour
devenir un phare de lumiere pour tous ceux qui souhaiteront le connaitre et suivre son exemples,

s’est réjoui le cardinal Agostino Vallini, le représentant extraordinaire du Pape, qui a présidé
le samedi 10 octobre a Assise la béatification de Carlo Acutis, un jeune Italien qui fut un témoin

lumineux de I’Evangile durant ses quinze ans d’existence (1991-2006).

Le Jjeune informaticien italien,

qui est mort de leucémie a I'age de 15 ans
en offrant ses souffrances au Seigneur,
au pape et a I'Eglise, a été béatifié
lors d'une messe a la Basilique
de Saint-Frangois d'Assise.

Né en 1991, Acutis est le premier
du millénaire a étre béatifié par I'Eglise
catholique. L'adolescent qui avait
des aptitudes pour la programmation
informatique est maintenant a un pas
de la canonisation.

"Depuis son enfance... il avait le regard
tourné vers Jésus. L'amour de I'Eucharistie
était le fondement qui maintenait
vivante sa relation avec Dieu. Il a souvent
dit: "L'Eucharistie est ma route vers
le ciel”, a déclaré le cardinal Agostino
Vallini dans son homélie de béatification.
"Carlo a ressenti un fort besoin d'aider
les gens a découvrir que Dieu est
proche de nous et qu'il est beau d'étre
avec lui pour profiter de son amitié
et de sa grace”, a déclaré Vallini.

Pendant la messe de béatification,
les parents d'Acutis se trouvaient
derriere une relique du cceur de leur fils
qui a été placée pres de [autel.
Une lettre apostolique du pape Frangois
a été lue a haute voix, dans laquelle
le pape déclare que la féte de Carlo
Acutis aura lieu chaque année le 12 octobre,
date anniversaire de sa mort a Milan
en 2006.

Les pélerins masqués se sont placés
devant la basilique Saint-Frangois
et sur les différentes places d'Assise
pour regarder la messe sur des écrans
géants, car seul un nombre limité
de personnes était autorisé a entrer.

La béatification d’Acutis a attiré environ
3.000 personnes a Assise, y compris
des personnes qui le connaissaient
personnellement et de nombreux
autres jeunes inspirés par son témoignage.

Dans son homélie, le cardinal
Vallini, légat pontifical de la basilique
Saint-Frangois, a salué Acutis comme
un modéle de la maniere dont les jeunes

peuvent utiliser la technologie au service
de I'Evangile pour "atteindre le plus
grand nombre de personnes possible
et les aider a connaitre la beauté
de l'amitié avec le Seigneur". Pour
Carlo, Jésus était "la force de sa vie
et le but de tout ce qu'il faisait”, a déclaré
le cardinal. "Il était convaincu que pour
aimer les gens et leur faire du bien,
il faut puiser de [I'énergie dans
le Seigneur. Dans cet esprit, il était tres
dévoué a la Vierge", a-t-il ajouté.
"Son désir ardent était aussi celui
d'attirer le plus grand nombre
de personnes vers Jésus, en se faisant
le héraut de I'Evangile avant tout par
I'exemple de la vie".

Des son plus jeune age, Acutis a appris
a programmer et a créé des sites web
cataloguant les miracles eucharistiques
et les apparitions mariales dans le monde.
L'Eglise se réjouit, car en ce tout jeune
bienheureux, les paroles du Seigneur
s'accomplissent:  "Je t'ai  choisi
et je t'ai établi pour que tu ailles porter
beaucoup de fruits”. Et Carlo "est allé"
et a apporté le fruit de la sainteté,
en le montrant comme un objectif
accessible a tous et non comme
quelque chose d'abstrait et de réservé
a quelques-uns"”, a déclaré le cardinal.
"C'était un gargon ordinaire, simple,
spontané, sympathique... il aimait
la nature et les animaux, il jouait
au football, il avait beaucoup d'amis
de son &ge, il était attiré par les moyens
modernes de communication sociale,
passionné d'informatique et, autodidacte,
il a construit des sites web pour
transmettre I'Evangile, pour communiquer
des valeurs et de la beauté”, a-t-il dit.

Assise a célébré la béatification
de Carlo Acutis avec plus de deux semaines
de liturgies et d'événements du 1er au
17octobre. Pendant cette période,
des images du jeune Acutis debout
avec un ostensoir géant contenant
I'Eucharistie pouvaient étre vues devant
les églises tout autour de la ville

de Saint-Francgois et Sainte-Claire.

Carlo Acutis a marqué le monde
catholique et missionnaire par sa volonté
puissante de faire connaitre le message
du Christ par lintermédiaire des nouvelles
technologies. Sumommeé «le geek de Jésus»,
I'adolescent a ainsi mis a profit ses dons
en informatique et sa capacité a manier
les outils numériques pour transmettre
sa foi.

Parmi ses plus importantes ceuvres,
son exposition des miracles eucharistiques
a rapidement fait le tour du monde
et touché de nombreux fideles. Fruit
d'un travail de deux ans de recherche
et de voyages, ce qui n'était au départ
qu'un simple site intemet s'est rapidement
transformé en une exposition mondiale
des quelques 136 miracles eucharistiques
reconnus par I'Eglise, accompagnés
de photographies et de descriptions.
Cette ceuvre s'est finalement matérialisée
pour étre présentée dans les paroisses
des quatre coins du globe et dans
les sanctuaires les plus célebres tels
que Lourdes ou Fatima.

Le pape Frangois, qui reconnait en
Carlo Acutis un modéele pour
les jeunes d’aujourd’hui, ne cache pas

son respect et son admiration:
«Il a été capable d’utiliser les nouvelles
techniques de communication pour
transmettre I'Evangile, pour communiquer
valeurs et beautéy», expliqua-t-il dans
Christus Vivit, sa lettre apostolique
destiné aux jeunes.

Initiée par l'archidiocése de Milan
en 2013, la cause pour la béatification
et la canonisation de Carlo Acutis fut
finalement transmise a Rome en 2016
afin d'y étre étudiée par la Congrégation
pour les causes des saints. Apres
un retour positif, le pape Frangois procéda
le 5 juillet 2018 a la reconnaissance
des vertus héroiques de Carlo Acultis,
lui décernant le titre de vénérable.

En parallele, une enquéte canonique
fut initiée deés juillet 2018 suite
a la guérison inexplicable d'un enfant
brésilien, attribuée a l'intercession
de Carlo Acutis. En 2010, alors que
I'enfant était atteint d'une déformation
grave du pancréas, ses proches
ont décidé de confier sa guérison a Carlo
Acutis. Le pancréas revint alors
de lui-méme a la normale, sans
intervention chirurgicale. Les expertises
meédicales n'ayant conclu a aucune

Etre toyjourss

uniia

. delmalvie»;
lelbienheureux:

explication scientifique,
a été présenté au Saint-Siege avant
d'étre reconnu miracle authentique
par le pape Francgois, le 21 février
2020, signant par la méme occasion
le décret de sa béatification.

A noter que depuis qu’l a regu
la Premiere Communion, a I'age de 7 ans,
Carlo n‘a jamais manqué le rendez-vous
quotidien a la messe. Il cherchait toujours,
avant ou apres la célébration eucharistique,
a prier devant le Tabernacle pour
adorer le Seigneur réellement présent
dans le Saint Sacrement. La Vierge
était sa grande confidente et il ne manquait
Jjamais de I'’honorer en récitant chaque
Jour le chapelet. La modemité et l'actualité
de Carlo se conjuguaient parfaitement
avec sa profonde vie eucharistique
et avec sa dévotion mariale, qui ont
contribué a faire de lui ce gargon tout
a fait spécial, au point d’étre admiré et
aimé de tous.

Dans le cadre du processus
de canonisation, le corps d'Acutis
a été exhumé et transféré dans un lieu
approprié a la vénération publique,
le Sanctuaire de la Renonciation
de l'église de Sainte Marie Majeure

le dossier
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a Assise, en 2019.

Le tombeau du vénérable avait été
ouvert a la vénération publique avant
la  béatification de [l'adolescent
programmée par ordinateur.

Le coeur d'Acutis, qui peut désormais
étre considéré comme une relique,
est exposé dans un reliquaire de la basilique
Saint-Frangois a Assise.

Dans la tombe, Acutis est vétu des
vétements ordinaires qu'il portait dans
la vie quotidienne. Bien qu'il n'ait pas
été enterré dans ces vétements,
ils témoignent de la vie de I'adolescent.

Dans le cadre de la célébration
de 17 jours de la béatification d'Acutis
a Assise, deux églises ont accueilli
des expositions des miracles eucharistiques
et des apparitions mariales catalogués
par Carlo.

Le tombeau d'Acutis se trouve dans
le sanctuaire de la spoliation d'Assise,
ou le jeune saint Francois d'Assise
aurait abandonné ses riches vétements
au profit d'un pauvre habit. Carlo Acultis,
comme saint Frangois, avait en commun,
en plus de I'amour pour Jésus et en
particulier pour I'Eucharistie, un grand
amour pour les pauvres.
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Problems on hold

UAE and Bahrain:

Your efforts
are appreciated

Youssef Sidhom

The two normalisation agreements
signed last September between Israel and
the UAE and Isradl and Bahrain were
cause for optimism. The conditiona con-
ciliation agreements not only meant that
two moreArab States had joined the Arab-
Israeli peace club but, more importantly,
they served to neutraise and freeze the
“ded of the century” proposed by Presi-
dent Trump earlier this year. The desdl
granted Israel the right to annex Paestin-
ian lands, leaving nothing but crumbs for
the Palestinians to serve on the negotiation
tablewith Isradl.

But our celebration of the recent peace
agreements did not last long. We had as-
pired that they would set the scene for
persuading the Palestinian Authority and
Hameas to sit down to the negotiation ta-
ble with Israel to resolve the Palestinian
issue. However, a peculiar yet significant
news item published last week shattered
that hope, because it strongly implied
behind-the-scenes goings-on between Is-
rael and Hamas. The news was printed by
the Egyptian State-owned daily al-Ahram
which said it was picked from the Isragli
TV channel 12. It disclosed that commu-
nications had been ongoing between the
Mossad and Qatar to ensure that Qatar
continues to finance Hamas during the
upcoming months, in order to avoid skir-
mishes between Gaza and Isradl in case
Hamas’s finances are depleted. This might
lead to escalation of hodtilities; the truce
between Gazaand | srael would be broken,
and military action may resume.

Only the naive would take this news
a face vaue; anyone who knows better
would ask: sncewhenwas|sragl analy to
Hamas, so eager to ensure it gets financing
from Qatar? Can Israel betruly concerned
with maintaining the truce with Gaza and
avoiding military confrontation? Previous
skirmishes by Hamas missiles fired on Is-
raeli settlements were described by Isradl
as but “children’s games’. Notwithstand-
ing, Israel retaliated brutally and vicioudly,
devastating military and leadership strong-
holds in Gaza. So, anyone aware of the
red state of affairswould never fal for the
story about the Mossad's compassionate
effort to ensure Qatari financing for Ha-
mas, dlegedly to save Isradl fromiitsevil.

It is afact that Israel has exploited Pal-
egtinian divisions to its advantage when-
ever the issue of negotiations was brought
up. Hamas always alleged to fight for the
Palegtinian cause, but did nothing effec-
tive on that front, neither did it coordinate
with the Palestinian Authority to together
resolve the problem with Israel through
negotiations. Hamas leaders never minded
the Palegtinian civilians living abjectly in
refugee camps while Hamas officials lived
luxurioudly in Qatar. Israel made sure this
Situation was maintained becauseit served
it well in its claims to the world thet it re-
ally wished to negotiate with the Palestin-
ians to put an end to the Middle East pre-
dicament, but was unable to do so owing
to divisons among the Palestinian: with
whom was I sragl to negotiate?

This gruesome redlity hinders any at-
tempts to resolve the Paestinian predica
ment; not because of Palestinian Isradli
conflict, but because of Palestinian divi-
sion. This brings to mind the arduous ef-
forts engineered by Major Generd Omar
Suleiman (1936 — 2012), Director of the
Egyptian Intelligence who time and again
sponsored rounds of Palestinian concilia-
tion sessions in the hope of uniting their
ranks to form a single united front that
would negotiate with Isragl. Every time
Suleiman would announce success in con-
ciliating the two Palestinian sides, Hamas
would renege on its pledge and its leaders
would not sign the intended conciliation
agreement. It becameobviousto dl parties
that Hamas possessed neither the political
will nor the desire to resolve the Palestin-
ian issue, because this would practicaly
exit Hamas from the political scene and
deprive its leaders of the support, arms,
financing and leadership they commanded
asaresistance front.

Now, the lsraeli Emirati and |sreeli
Bahraini conditional normalisation agree-
ments offer new givens in the politica
game, through freezing the “ded of the
century” and halting Isragli annexation
of Paedtinian lands. Despite the custom-
ary Pdedtinian condemnation of such
agreements, there is a glimmer of hope
of achieving Palestinian conciliation to
oblige Israel to sit down to the negotiation
table so that an Isradli-Paestinian border
agreement would be reached. If Israel de-
siresto throttle such efforts, it should abort
any possibility for Paestinian concilia
tion. Accordingly, the Mossad would urge
Qatar to keep financing Hamas in Gaza to
avoid depletion of Hamas’s finances, lead-
ing it to provoke Israel through firing chil-
dren’s missiles on Isradli settlements. Oh
my! Can you now see the thesatrica farce
starred by Mossad, Hamas and Qatar? And
no consolation for the Palestinian people.
Tothe UAE and Bahrain | say, your efforts
are gppreciated.
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For some 23.5 million children in Egypt’s public schools, it was
back-to-school on 17 October 2020. The traditional Egyptian saute
for annua events Kul sanna wenta tayyeb, literaly “May you bewell
[for the occasion] every year”, rang in homeswhere children hustled
to get ready for their first day in the new school year. But there was
some weird flavour to the annual salute. Did this day mark a start
to just another school year? Would it be a year like any other? The
school year 2020/ 2021 promises to be different, the obvious reason
being COVID-19.

COVID-19 caution

Even though daily figures of COVID-19 infections and deaths in
Egypt havefor weeks plateaued at areasonably declined level—daily
cases have hovered around 130, and desths at less than 15—no one
can rule out the threat of a second wave of the virus. This obvioudy
means that the possibility of schools closing again after they open, a
possibility almost unanimoudly didiked, lurksin the shadows.

The government, however, decided it was possible to go ahead
with back-to-school as long as genera hedth conditions made that
possible. Senior officials from the Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Health sat down with counterparts from the WHO and
UNICEF to set the rules for cautionary measures to be applied in
schoolsto prevent COVID-19 infections and deal with mattersif any
infection is detected.

It was decided that school space and time should be exploited and
shuffled to ensure distancing among students. Masks or shields are
mandatory, and sanitary measures are to be drictly implemented.
The ministries of education and health have been electronicaly net-
worked to monitor possible COVID-19 cases and follow up on the
aftermath.

If a cue may be taken from international schools in Egypt, which
opened mid-September, classes in which COVID-19 cases emerged
were closed and the children home-quarantined for two weeks,
whereas schools where more COVID-19 cases were detected were
atogether closed for two weeks.

I'n school vsonline

Minister of Education and Technica Education, Tarek Shawki,
said the Ministry had drawn the genera framework of the order of
the new scholastic year, but it was up to school directors to imple-
ment it according to the situation in each school. This meant, he ex-
plained, that the specific days for children to attend school, the hours,
holding or cancelling the traditional morning assembly, class time
tables or schedules, and suchlike details should be resolved individu-
aly by schools. School activities are not to be cancelled, he said, but
have to be scheduled according to the weekdays convenient to al.

In the new school year system, children in pre-primary classes
and until third year primary are required to attend school four days
a week—instead of the usual five-day week—in schools that oper-
ate one shift, and three days a week in two-shift schools; given that
direct pupil-teacher interaction is of utmost importance for education
in that stage. Children in the fourth to sixth primary years should at-
tend school two or three days aweek depending on whether they go
to one- or two-shift schools. For the remainder of the five-day school
week, scholastic work should be done online.

Preparatory and secondary school students should go to school two
days aweek. Otherwise, classes and programmes run online.

L ear ning resour ces

To accommodate online learning, the Minister of Education said,
huge and varied learning resources have been made accessible to al
students.

Children in classes from pre-primary to third primary will be on
a new multi-disciplinary education system taught face to face in
school. From the fourth primary to third preparatory year, students

ith edtcatio
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will be offered, in addition to their classes in school and their school
books, auxiliary online schooling platforms. These include virtual
classes, interactive e-books, questions to teachers, an online tutoring
library, and access to the Egyptian Knowledge Bank (EKB).

Asto secondary school students, they will not be handed any print-
ed books, but will be given instead tablets dready uploaded with
al the learning material assigned. Dr Shawki said 1.8 million such
tablets have dready been made available to students. Additionally,
extensive online learning resources are at their fingertips, including
EKB, Learning Management System (LMS), virtual classes and tu-
toria sessions, interactive e-books, and TV teaching channels.

The Minister said that, according to directives by President Abdel-
Fattah d-Sis, anew book on values and respect for the other will be
assigned reading starting from third year primary. The book comes
under the title “We Build Together”. Secondary school students for
their part will be assigned to read the book “Building the Petriotic
Character”.

Reform plan on time

“For Egypt, education is nothing less than a national security is-
sue” in the words of President Sisi. Which explains why education
reform is on the priority list of the government, according to Prime
Minister Mostafa Madbouly, and is a substantia objective of the de-
velopment plan “ Egypt 2030”. It does not help, though, that Egypt’s
population isin explosion, afact which, the President says, requires
doubling the country’s resources, in this case education resources.
Neither doesit help that this scholastic year is complicated by COV-
ID-19 pandemic considerations.

Before the new school year was announced, the question that
begged an answer was: Would Egypt put aside for now its ambitious
education reform plan? But the auspicious answer was that e-learn-
ing isone of the mainstays of the education reform plan, meaning the
plan lendsitself well to schooling under COVID-19.

New classes needed

Last September, during an education-related event, Prime Minister
Madbouly cited a few indicative figures. Egypt, he said, had some
30,000 public schools that included near half-a-million classes serv-
ing more than 23.5 million students in the 2019 / 2020 school year.
This obviously meant overcrowding, leading to classes that accom-
modated anywhere between 40 to 70 students each. In many cases,
he said, schools would have to operate in two shifts, in some cases

F

Celebrating the

Earlier this month, on 5 October, the world marked World
Teachers Day (WTD), an annual event since 1994. The theme
UNESCO set for WTD 2020 was “Teachers: Leading in Crisis,
Reimagining the Future.”

Teachers have indeed led in crisis as they faced the unprece-
dented challenge of working under precarious conditions imposed
by COVID-19 pandemic. According to secondary school physics
teacher Wafaa Fouad, the past school year was especially chal-
lenging. “We had to do double work. First to learn how to explain
the subject to students online and second, to help them adapt to e-
learning and doing research instead of totally depending on school
textbooks.”

In appreciation of the huge responsibility shouldered by teach-
ersin Egypt, Watani decided to hear a number of them speak on
what it isto be ateacher.

Teachers in Egypt generally face myriad challenges; to list but
a few: parental interference or lack thereof; low salaries, difficult
teaching conditions; students’ use or misuse of mobile phones and
the Internet at school; and an occasional atogether mutinous at-
titude by students and parents.

“Poverty and ignorance impede the education process,” says |saac
Naguib, English teacher at a public school. “When parents are poor
and uneducated, they lack the attitude and resources needed to help
their child benefit from the education process,” he says.

Throughout his 32-year career in teaching, Mr Naguib has
been keen on not being a mere teacher but a friend and guide
to his students.

Mary Joseph

“We are messengers. We carry a message to the students. It isa
responsibility we will answer to before God,” he says.

Lydia Bedrous, 30, secondary school teacher, cares to gain the
trust of her students with a personal, wise approach. “Students
have trust and competition issues among themselves. In most cas-
es they have difficulty communicating with their parents and often
feel misunderstood and unappreciated. This means they need to
find in their teacher a good, trustworthy friend.

“There is mutual trust between my students and myself; they
confide in me, up to a limit of course,” she says.

School teachers play a powerful role in the lives of students not
only in delivering information in class but in being role models.
Their words, personalities, and life experiences are absorbed by
their students. Knowingly or unknowingly, they are the window
into the world of adulthood to these students.

While she had not intended to be a teacher, Nelly Nabih man-
aged not only to gain the trust of her students but to be an inspira-
tion for anumber of them to go into teaching.

“So many of the girls | taught are now English teachers them-
selves,” says Ms Nabih, Head of English Department and General
Manager Deputy of a private school in Cairo. She says her own
teachers had been an inspiration to her by their methods of inter-
twining personal interaction with teaching.

“If you as a teacher are not whally in class with your entire
being, interacting with the students, giving them all you know,

Fetorm

two schools would have to share the same building, again working
in shifts. “A big chalenge,” Mr Madbouly said, “is that we need
73,000 new classes at acost of EGP40 billion. And this just to cover
overcrowding; we wouldn’t have even begun providing for new pu-
pilsjoining school every year in huge numbers owing to population
growth.” According to official figures of Egypt’s birth rate and in-
fant death statistics, it is expected that more than 700,000 new pupils
would join school in the upcoming school year.

“We plan 40,000 new classes until fiscal year 2021 / 2022. And we
insst that the quality of education, aso of technical education and
vocationa training should go up to international standards.”

Nothing short of revolution

In 2017, Dr Shawki announced the education reform plan. “By
2030,” he promised, “the dream of agood education for every Egyp-
tian child will be aredlity on the ground.

“As matters stand,” he said, “everyone [involved in children’'s
schooling: children, parents, teachers] isfed-up. Thismust change ...
Education in Egypt needs nothing short of arevolution. Our dreamis
to build an entirely new education system, not merely to reform the
current one. We am at making the educational process enjoyable.

The following year, 2018, the first phase of the education reform
plan was put into action. The new system fosters in children critical
thinking and an eagerness to learn. It is learner-centred, depending
primarily on electronic learning and assessment, with the Ministry
offering students curricula and teaching assistance online in addition
to person-to-person schooling. It offers students free access to the
Egyptian Knowledge Bank, launched in 2016 in collaboration with
top ranking international ingtitutions of knowledge resources, as an
extensive world-class base of knowledge and reference sources, re-
search and education material.

Evaluation of studentsis through e-examinations selected from an
online exam bank, and assessed through an online system.

Admittedly, the new system has been challenged with bugs which
the Ministry of Education promptly worked to resolve.

The new system was first applied to smaller schoolchildren; it now
covers, according to Dr Shawki, 8 million studentsthat include some
120,000 children with special needs.

As to technical education, Dr Shawki said that the Ministry has
partnered with private sector industrialists and international quality
assurance ingtitutions to overhaul and upgradeit.

Theteacher

A sdf-evident truth being that the teacher is pivota in any edu-
cation system, Dr Shawki said the Ministry of Education is giving
top priority to teacher training and advancement. He said that world
classtraining and teacher qualifying portalswould be set up, through
which teachers may gain official accreditation.

With all possible learning aid at the fingertips of students, would
schoolchildren need the costly private tutoring sessions which have
been rampant abeit outlawed, and which went under the hated term
“private lessons’ ? The current school year should see a new system
in tutoring, a system that would be legd yet affordable for students
and at the same time lucrative for teachers. The new system alows
for schools or government education directorates to supervise the
formation of “enhancement groups’ where tutorials are given by
teachers in well-equipped school spaces to groups of students who
fedl they need toimprovetheir standardsin any given subject, alow-
ing thus for advantage in fiercely competitive examinations. Students
are free to choose whichever group they wish to attend. The teacher
is paid 85 per cent of the revenue of the tutorids, the school and
Ministry of Education get the remaining 15 per cent. That way, Dr
Shawki said, all would benefit: students get tutorials at affordable
rates, teachers make good profit, and the government gets its dues.

So for everyone in education, it's “kul sasnnawentatayyeb”.

cacher

reaching out to them on a human level, and being altogether ac-
cessible, then teaching is reduced to amere job,” Ms Nabih says.

Along the same line, Arabic language teacher Ola Karim says
that students should be taught as the human beings they are, not
as mere recipients of information. “ Twenty-two students: | follow
their eyes and gestures. | move around, give them a light pat on
the head, and change the tone of my voice to keep them engaged.”

At some point, teaching feels like a thankless undertaking.
There is no glamour or accolades for a teacher at the end of
ayear of toiling in class with many raucous, rowdy students.
But, just as picking the ripened fruit of a tree planted a long
time ago comes with a thrill, a teacher’s biggest joy is when
former students express appreciation of the role the teacher
played in their lives and the indelible mark left; and carry the
legacy on to their children.

PamelaBadra, French language teacher at aCairo private school,
was thrilled when a former student told her how her advice had
changed his life. “One male student told me he still remembered
how | told him he should be strong and bear responsibility like a
man. He said the words impacted him when his father died, and
he had to bear the responsihility of the family business,” she says.

For teachers around the world, the last school year was tough.
“1 wasn't happy when school closed and the classes were empty. |
missed the hustle and bustle of the students and their curious ques-
tions,” Mr Naguib says. But another school year is starting, and he
goes back to his class and students with renewed passion for his
life mission of teaching.
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