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Le Panorama, premier musée a incarner les victoires de la guerre d'octobre

Mardi prochain, I'Egypte célébrera l'anniversaire de la glorieuse victoire d'octobre.

La célébration cette année intervient apres 47 ans de la plus grande épopée de combat
des forces armées égyptiennes. C'est lI'anniversaire que le peuple égyptien tient a faire revivre
chaque année pour célébrer les forces armées. A cette occasion, le Panorama égyptien
ouvre ses portes aux masses populaires car c'est le premier musée spécialisé qui incarne
les glorieuses victoires de la guerre d'octobre en I'nonneur de sa mémoire et des ames
de ses loyaux martyrs, constituant une référence historique pour

des générations qui n'ont pas connu la guerre historique.

a eté inauguré en 1989.

ensemble,

sérieusement et avec

Le musée a pour objectif de documenter

la guerre d'Octobre et de témoigner
de I'héroisme du grand peuple égyptien
qui a défendu ses terres au moyen
d'une exposition interactive distinctive
en utilisant les technologies de pointe.

Ce musée a été construit a la cité Nasr
sur une vaste surface de 31.000 metres
carrés et consiste en une cour ouverte
donnant sur le béatiment principal

du panorama circulaire, en plus
du batiment Tahya Misr.
L’exposition du musée relate

la résilience et la victoire du peuple
égyptien dans l'une des plus importantes
batailles dans [I'histoire de ['armée
égyptienne a travers une exposition
documentant les étapes avant, pendant
et apres la guerre d'octobre a travers
une variété de musées s'adressant
a tous les groupes d'age.

La cour d'exposition ouverte présente
une gamme d'armes égyptiennes,
d'équipements militaires et d'armes
de I'ennemi capturées pendant la guerre
d'octobre. Le spectacle en plein air
comprend également une fontaine
et des systemes de projection
son et lumiére pour offrir des performances
nocturnes spectaculaires sur le batiment
circulaire en utilisant la technologie
du (mapping vidéo).

La salle de réception contient
une illustration du batiment du musée,
de ses annexes, de ses installations
et de ses services. Il est expliqué par
un guide virtuel interprétant en trois
langues : arabe, anglais et francgais.
Outre un certain nombre de peintures
murales  représentant les plus
importantes batailles militaires menées
par l'armée égyptienne, de ['histoire

de I'Egypte ancienne jusqu'a la guerre
d'octobre 1973, ainsi qu'une exposition
d'une gamme d'armes en utilisant
les technologies des affichages
numeériques.

La salle de Résilience et de Challenge
présente le film de la Résilience et
de chalenge qui raconte les étapes
de la reconstruction des forces armées
et de la guerre d'usure aprées 1967,
en vue de la bataille de la victoire
a travers un cinéma en trois dimensions,
doté d'effets différents (son - fumée -
eau - etc.).

La salle panoramique est une salle
avec un théétre mobile circulaire donnant
sur une peinture a l'huile géante et
une chaine stéréo du théétre
de bataille. Elle raconte [étape de la traversée.
Elle est équipée de systemes interactifs
d'effets sonores et lumineux.

La salle de la traversée est dotée
d’un écran a travers lequel l'opération
de la traversée est présentée, ainsi
que les étapes de la glorieuse guerre
d'octobre et des négociations de paix
a travers un film graphique sur cet écran
géant pour attirer les visiteurs.

La salle de I'armée et du peuple est
l'une des salles d'affichage numérique
équipée d'un écran circulaire doté
d'effets laser et de systémes de sonornisation
avancés, raconte les événements
contemporains les plus importants
des révolutions du 25 janvier et du 30 juin
et met en lumiére les manifestations de
la cohésion de l'armée et du peuple
dans la défense du pays, ainsi que
les projets les plus importants
de modernisation et de développement.

Le Panorama, inspiré du Musée
de Pyongyang et construit avec
le soutien d'experts nord-coréens,
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‘Satue de soldats égyptiens qui traversent le canal de Suez

Au milieu du XlIXe siécle, I'Egypte
a joué wun réle stgnlflcatlf dans
I'établissement de la technologie
et des conventions esthétiques
du panorama, et plus encore du diorama,
une nouvelle forme d'art, présage des
«images en mouvement» puis du cinéma,
dans lequel d'énormes tableaux toumaient
dans une salle circulaire actionnée
par un systéme de bretelles et de roue

Il convient de dire que tout comme
la traversée du canal de Suez a conduit
a la victoire dans la guerre de 1973
la bataille de 'Egypte pour le développement
et le progres est le pont vers un avenir
meilleur.

Le peuple égyptien a accompli un certain
nombre de grandes réalisations,
du haut barrage d'Assouan, du métro
du Caire, du développement des nouvelles
villes industrielles, du nouveau canal
de Suez et des tunnels de transport
en dessous, et de la construction
de la nouvelle capitale administrative.

'y a également eu le réseau croissant
de routes et de ponts, le projet de remise
en état de 1,5 million d'hectares,
les campagnes nationales de santé
publique, les projets nationaux de réforme
et de développement de I'éducation,
de nombreux projets de logement
et de développement urbain et le projet
de développement du Sinai. Ce ne sont la
que quelques-uns des jalons de [histoire
des réalisations du peuple égyptien.

Aujourd'hui, le grand peuple égyptien,
créateur de civilisation, créateur de victoire
et créateur daccomplissement, doit travailler
ensemble pour sauvegarder sa nation
dans la sécurité et la paix. lls doivent
préserver l'esprit de la glorieuse victoire
d'octobre. Nous devons rester unis, liés
par notre confiance en notre leadership
consciencieux. Nous devons travailler

acharnement, pour faire avancer notre
cause de progres et de développement.

Alors que nous commémorons
la victoire de la guerre d'octobre, nous
saluons nos martyrs qui ont sacrifié
leur vie pour la nation et les nombreux
blessés qui ont risqué leur vie dans
la défense de la nation afin de sécuriser
sa terre, son indépendance et sa paix.
Nous saluons les familles des morts
et des blessés, et nous rendons
hommage a tous les commandants,
officiers et soldats qui étaient les héros
de la guerre dooctobre et qui nous ont donné
de si beaux modeles de courage,
de sacrifice et de patriotisme au nom
de leur chere nation.

Chaque anniversaire de la guerre
du 6 octobre 1973 ravive le souvenir
des actes d'héroisme accomplis lors
de la traversée victorieuse du canal
de Suez qui ont permis a nos forces
armées de hisser haut le drapeau
égyptien sur la rive orientale de la terre
bénie du Sinai.

La guerre d'octobre n'était pas
seulement une guerre de libération
territoriale. Ce fut un tournant majeur
dans [I'histoire de notre nation. C'était
l'une de ces magnifiques épopées
nationales du peuple égyptien qui restera
éternellement gravée dans notre conscience
nationale et dans les annales de notre
histoire.

C'est a la fois une saga d'unité nationale
et de dévouement a la nation. Elle incame
avec la plus grande concision et profondeur
les significations du patriotisme
et de la résolution, de la constance et
de la détermination, et les valeurs dinclusion,
de cohésion et d'interdépendance
entre toutes les classes et communautés
du peuple égyptien.
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Problems on hold

Towards
a cashless society

Youssef Sidhom

It appears that the day when Egyptians would
leave their homes with not apenny in their pock-
etsis closer than we anticipated. A national cam-
paign spearheaded by the Central Bank of Egypt
(CBE) together withanumber of elitebankscalls
just for that. The campaign, launched under the
rubric “ Good bye, Cash” aims at rooting the con-
cept of eectronic payment by familiarising the
public with it. “Good bye, Cash” has launched
awareness and advertising campaigns where a
sdlection of large banks has contributed to adver-
tise e-payment.

True, e-payment is no novelty for a sizable
segment of Egyptians who aready use debit
and credit cards whether localy or when they
travel outside the country. However, the major-
ity of Egyptians who belong to the mainstream
rely totally on cash to pay for goods they buy or
sdl, or services they receive or offer. It is these
segments of Egyptians that are the main targets
of the “Good bye, cash” campaign; they include
merchants, craftsmen, traders, ssimple service
providers, drivers of private transport vehicles
such as taxis or tuk-tuks, and workers in small
businesses or profession such as plumbers, elec-
tricians, or house painters. These segments of the
population are used to receiving or giving cashin
return for goods or services provided or received,
and are not in the habit of dealing in e-payment.

It has been some time now since State ingtitu-
tions and facilities have started calling on their
clients to pay their dues through e-payment
methods. This has included banking transac-
tions, socia security and tax dues, government
payments such asfeesfor driver and car licences,
and has extended to the payment of electricity,
gas, water, telephone and Internet bills, espe-
cialy following the State policy to ingtall prepaid
electricity and water metres. In addition to that,
e-payment is preferred in al touristic venues,
large stores, airlines, restaurants, and other facili-
ties. Yet people in Egypt still need cash in their
daily transactionsto pay for basic commaodities
and services, such as buying bread and grocer-
ies, goods sold on street markets or those pro-
duced through cottage industries and peddied
by their producers, aso for a large sector of
public transport where tickets are low-priced.
It requires a reformulation of the seller-buyer
or service provider-consumer relationship, in
order to substitute e-payment for cash.

I will not be surprised when these changes
swiftly take place; our people have proved
time and again their ability to deal with mod-
ern technology. We have aready seen how dig-
ital technology, computers, mobile phones and
the vast communications domain they bring
have taken Egypt by storm, and how the Egyp-
tian man-in-the-street who probably never ac-
quired advanced education responded to and
engaged with modern technology. | can thus
expect that this sector would make the smooth
transition from cash to e-payment.

The benefits of spreading the culture of e-
payment in Egypt are self-evident. Not least
among them is to put an end to the use of bank-
notes which are so abused by Egyptian usersthat
it counts for a notoriety. More often than not,
Egyptian banknotes arein such aripped-up stete,
that one wonders about the extent of pollution
they transmit. The generally dilapidated state of
banknotes exposes indifference and nonchalance
by users, not only vis-a-visthe monetary val ue of
banknotes, but also regarding the national value
they stand for. Owing to widespread public dis-
use, large amounts of banknotes wear out, and
the need arises to print new banknotes to replace
them. Egypt has been printing new notesin rates
that have exceeded dl international standards.
Accordingly, the CBE announced a few months
ago its plan to print banknotes made of plastic to
withstand the rampant misuse.

While | laud the policy of “Good bye, Cash”
and welcome e-payment, | till have afew con-
cerns, some of them serious and othersin alight-
er sense. | wonder if bagsheesh, theword for tips,
will be outdated, or will we carry asmal amount
of cash to cater for tips? Those who receive ser-
vicesin public places, restaurants or coffeeshops
may of course add a supplementary amount to go
for the tip; but what about those persons who ex-
emplify masked unemployment by unofficially
offering unwanted services such as valet parking
where it is not needed, or porters or ‘guides’ in
markets, train stations, airports and other places?
They offer, no, they impose their services upon
customers in order to get paid bagsheesh. Will
this category disappear? Or will those who be-
long to it be provided with e-payment machines?
Or should we keep in our pockets what would
fulfil their desire? This applies to beggars too,
what are we to do with them?

Will we say goodbye to pocket money for chil-
dren? Will our children or grandchildren go to
school carrying electronic payment cards to buy
snacks or refreshments from the canteen? Will
they insert the password for their cards when
needed? Will they keep their passwords private?

On another note, will the day come when it
would be frowned upon for someone to get out
of his or her pocket the amount of EGP100 or
EGP200 in banknotes to pay for a good or ser-
vice, as occurs with us Egyptianswhen wetravel
abroad? Will such behaviour be looked upon
with apprehension and amazement, as “uncon-
ventional”? Will his or her integrity be doubted
for failing to present an e-payment card to pay?

Egypt is undoubtedly embarking on a new
era that will impose new measures on the
transactions carried out among members of its
society. It is an inevitable change that cannot
be dismissed or gjected.

On 6 October 1973, Egyptians crossed the Suez Canal into Israeli-occupied Sinali,
bringing victory to Egypt and ultimately regaining the Peninsula

Rassem
Bedwani

The bridges

and the m
who bl

Tuesday 6 October marks Victory Day for Egypt. It is the
date in 1973 when Egyptian armed forces, covered by Egyp-
tian air strikes, crossed the Suez Canal from its west bank on
the Egyptian mainland to its east bank on the Sinai Peninsula
which Egypt had lost to Israel during the June 1967 Six Day
War. Since that time, Egyptian land of Sinai was under Israeli
occupation, off-limits to Egyptians. The two armies of Egypt
and Israel flanked the banks of the Suez Canal, each camping
on one side, taunting one another and facing off in sporadic fire
which came to be known as the War of Attrition, apparently
endless but which never claimed awinner or loser. Apart from
thelossof Sinai to the Israglis, the humiliating defeat |eft Egyp-
tianswith a collective bitter sense of indignity and inferiority to
their enemy of some 20 years.

Next to impossible feat

Crossing the Suez Canal into Sinai was definitely a next to
impossible feat. As though the water barrier in itself were not
enough, the Israelis had in 1968 — 1969 built a defence system
on the eastern bank of the Canal, the bank which was then in
their hand and which faced the Egyptian mainland. They named
their defence system the Bar-Lev Line, after Israeli Chief of
Staff Haim Bar-Lev. The Line constituted a 160km-long wall in
the form of a huge sand and dust mountain backed by concrete.
It was 20 — 25 metres high, the equivalent of a seven-storey
building, and stretched along the Suez Canal from Port Said in
the North to Suez in the South except for the Great Bitter Lake,
where a cana crossing was highly unlikely owing to the width
of the lake. The linewas 12m wide and was constructed with an
inclination that at points reached 80 degrees, making it impos-
sible for armoured vehicles and tanks to cross or for soldiers
to climb. It included a number of strongpoints with advanced
defence mechanisms and minefields. Behind the sand wall were
trenches, minefields, barbed wire, machineguns, troop shelters,
mortar positions, anti-aircraft weapons, and firing positions for
tanks. Roads were built to alow the movement of the Israeli
troops along the Bar-Lev Line, which Israglis described as a
“graveyard for Egyptian troops”.

On 6 October 1973, Yom Kippur, a 2pm, the Egyptian army
crossed the Suez Canal and breached the Bar-Lev line using
powerful water cannons that sucked water from the Suez Canal
through hoses. Simultaneous air strikes neutralised Israeli air
power, securing a safe crossing for Egyptian troops. Bridges
were extended across the Canal for armoury and heavy equip-
ment to cross into the battle zone.

Raising Egyptian flag

The Egyptian crossing of the Suez Canal, storming of the
‘invincible’ Bar-Lev line, and raising the Egyptian flag on top
of the fortification, worked to regain Egypt’s self-esteem, and
sense of dignity and pride, following a period of humiliating
despair of Egypt ever being able to raise its head before its
archenemy.

It also led to a three-week ‘tank battle’ on the land of Sinai
that only ended with a cease fire agreement on 25 October 1973.
But most importantly, it led to peace talks between Egypt and
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Israel, which culminated in the historical peace treaty signed at
Camp David in 1979.

This in itself came after numerous diplomatic hurdles were
arduously surmounted; endeavours to overcome them involved
atripin 1977 by Egypt’s President Anwar al-Sadat to Tel-Aviv
during which he spoke to the I sraeli parliament and reached out
for a final peace between the two countries. The visit was an
amazing first; the two countries had never spoken to each other
since Israel came into existence in 1948. The peace agreement
was finally brokered by US President Jimmy Carter in 1979,
and on its account both President Sadat and Israeli Prime Min-
ister Menachem Begin were jointly awarded the Nobel Peace
Prizein 1978.

The agreement guaranteed that there would be no more wars
between Egypt and Israel, and the full return of Sinai to Egypt.

Another Copt

It is a well-known fact that the hero who masterminded the
Suez Cana crossing and breach of the Bar-Lev line was the
engineer Mgjor General Bagi Zaky Youssef.

http://en.wataninet.com/news-2/occasi ons/october-war/ar-
chitect-of-the-october-war/21487/

But few people know that it was another Coptic construction
engineer who designed bridges to be used for the crossing. He
was Rassem Habib Bedwani, born on 29 April 1912 and passed
away on 23 February 1994.

Rassem Bedwani was born in Cairo to a prominent Coptic
family that originated in the Sohag city of Tahta some 400km
south of Cairo. His father, Habib Bey Bedwani, was an irriga-
tion engineer and held the title of Bey; his mother, who had the
official title of Hanem, was Helana Hanem Wassef, sister of
Wissa Pasha Wassef (1873 - 1931) who was Speaker of Egypt’s
House of Representatives in March 1928 - July 1928 and in
January 1930 - October 1930. Wassef was the Habib Bedwani’s
maternal uncle.

The Bedwani family home in Upper Egypt is today the
headquarters of Sohag Bishopric, having been donated to the
Church by the senior Bedwani.

Rassem Bedwani’s childhood was spent in the district of
Sakakini in Cairo. In 1966 he built a house in the Cairo eastern
suburb of Heliopolis, where he lived with his family until he
died, and where his two sons grew up till they left EQypt. Am-
gad, a doctor, settled down in the UK where he is consultant
with the NHS, and Ashraf is an engineer in Toronto, Canada.

Bridge builder

In 1955, Rassem Bedwani earned a doctoral degreein En-
gineering from the Sorbonne in Paris, his dissertation being
on movable bridges. He was General Manager of a major
public sector construction company: the Nile Company for
Roads and Bridges.

Dr Bedwani designed and built a number of important bridg-
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es in Egypt, anong them the movable bridges across the Nile
in Sohag and in Dumyat (Damietta) on the north east tip of
the Nile Delta where the Nile flows into the Mediterranean. He
also built al the bridges on the Cairo Alexandria agricultural
road, and supervised the renovation of Cairo’s famed Qasr a-
Nil bridge, changing and upgrading its movement apparatus.

In addition to his public sector work, Dr Bedwani worked
independently from home; his son Amgad remembers him us-
ing the dining table for his engineering drawings of the bridges
he designed. Dr Bedwani used to work with the notable Egyp-
tian construction engineer Michel Bakhoum with whom he was
friends, and who used to consult with Dr Bedwani on movable
bridges in projects he handled.

Bridgesfor thecrossing

With his background in designing and building bridges, it
should come as no surprise that Dr Bedwani designed bridges
used in the October 1973 crossing of the Suez Canal by the
Egyptian army. Thiswas an intricate feat, seeing that the Canal
is 180-220 metres wide and some 18 metres deep.

The bridges would carry troops, armour, ammunition, tanks,
and military equipment. They had to be sturdy enough to with-
stand the heavy moving loads that would cross over them, and
the strong water currents underneath. It was imperative that
they should be set up in record time since the crossing opera-
tion was in essence arace against time. They would be targeted
by enemy fire, meaning that they should be so designed as to
allow repair of any damage or replacement of damaged partsin
minimal time. Not only that, but the design and building of the
bridges faced huge constraints given the local non-availability
of some of the materials and steels required, and the need for
specia processing. Many of these constraints were resolved in
conjunction with thelocal steel producer and relevant engineer-
ing industries.

The crossing operation called for ten heavy bridges, five light
bridges, and ten pontoon bridges. Of the heavy bridges, the
Egyptians had two Soviet-made PMP heavy folding bridges,
and a number of British made ones but some of them required
changes to be made. The remainder were made in Egypt. Junc-
tures were also made to join the different types of bridges,

The Israeli Air Force conducted air interdiction operations to
try to prevent the bridges from being erected, but they were
protected by Egyptian SAM batteries.

Honoured

For his exceptional work on designing and building bridges
without which the crossing of the Suez Canal would never have
been possible, Dr Bedwani was honoured by President Sadat
with a medal and a certificate of appreciation.

We lovingly remember all who contributed towards mak-
ing the Suez Canal crossing a success on 6 October 1973.
They willingly offered their very best to bring dignity and
peace to Egypt.

Watani wishes all Egyptians a happy commemoration of a
great day that should act as an inspiration for further accom-
plishment of near-impossible deeds.
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